
  

As Zion Reopens: What To Expect 

 
Lord, You have been our dwelling place  

throughout all generations.   

~ Psalm 90:1 
 

Zion will be gathering once more to receive our Lord’s pre-
cious gifts in Word and Sacrament on June 27-28: 

 
Saturday: 5:15 PM 
Sunday: 9 AM and 11 AM 

 

Zion has always worshiped and conducted the Holy Sup-
per in a sanitary manner, with much care.  As we gather in 
these present circumstances, the following additional meas-
ures will be observed to maintain a clean environment and 
a reverent atmosphere befitting our God.    
 
These measures are not required by state law, and in some 
instances they go beyond the specific recommendations of 
the public health department.  We undertake them to love 
our neighbors, and they will be gradually relaxed over time 
as it seems best and circumstances allow. 
 
General Items 

 We will reopen with Zion’s three regular services in ad-
dition to serving our sister congregation, Bethany.   

 Zion is a very large space, larger than most churches, 
allowing for ample social distancing.   

 All six exterior doorways will be open to allow for ease 
of entering and exiting.  This approach is best, given the 
smaller size of our entryways.   

 Exterior doors will be propped open or attended by an 
usher.  
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 Interior doors to the sanctuary will be propped open. 

 Seating will be available in the main nave, chapel, bap-
tistery, and upper east gallery (above the baptistery).  

 We will utilize every other pew for congregational seat-
ing.  Please sit only in pews that are not blocked off, and 
use the center as well as the ends of each pew. 

 No food or beverages will be served before or after the 
liturgy. 

 The nursery will be closed, and Bible study will not yet 
be held in person (but will continue on-line). 

 All restrooms will be open and available, disinfected be-
fore and after the weekend services, along with all other 
spaces. 

 
Distancing and Etiquette 

 Hand sanitizer will be available.  Please wash your 
hands with soap and water (preferred) or hand sanitizer 
as necessary. 

 Public health departments are recommending that peo-
ple stay 6 feet apart. 

 Please do not congregate in the narthex and other entry-
ways before or after the liturgy. Visiting may take place 
in the parking lot if the weather cooperates. 

 You may wear a mask at your discretion, but it is not 
required.  

 
Order of Service 

 The liturgy and hymns will be printed in their entirety 
in the bulletin to avoid handling a hymnal.  Hymnals 
and all other materials are removed from the pews. 

 Feel free to bring and use your own hymnal if you de-
sire. 

 Bulletins will be placed on tables in the entryways.   

 Please remember that weekly announcements are now 
sent to the home, a practice that will continue into the 
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future.  Only a few copies of the announcements will be 
available for visitors. 

 Offerings may be placed into the offering boxes built 
into the walls at each entrance to the nave.  If you don’t 
know where they are located, please ask an usher.  Of-
fering baskets will not be passed. 

 Portions of the liturgy will be simplified.  We will be 
singing less for a time, but song and music will still be 
included in our service. 

 For the time being, communion attendance will not be 
tracked by card or sign-in sheets.  Pastors and elders 
will seek to be vigilant in who attends or does not at-
tend.  If you are homebound during this time, please 
call the church office. 

 
Holy Communion 

 The Lord’s Supper will be delivered in a continuous 
line, as we do on Easter Sunday. 

 Ushers will direct you to the front of the nave, where 
you will receive the body of Christ from a pastor.   

 The blood of Christ will be served in individual cups on 
a table beside the pastor.  The cups will be spaced to 
avoid touching an adjacent cup.   Used cups will be 
placed in the baskets we normally use for this purpose. 

 The pastors will remain silent during the distribution.  
The pastors have always disinfected their hands before 
the Supper and will continue to do so. 

 
Staying Home 

 Please stay home if you have COVID-19, COVID-19 
symptoms, or have come into contact with someone 
who does in the last 14 days; you have a fever, cold, or 
are not feeling well; you consider yourself to be high 
risk; you are not comfortable going out into public or 
congregating just yet. 
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Other Changes to Note 

 Holy Communion services will continue to be held 
Monday through Friday at 12:15 PM.   Calling ahead, 
while not required after June 28, will help us plan for 
you.   

 Our online and live-streaming devotions, vespers, Bible 
studies, and music will continue for the coming weeks.  
Any changes in schedule will be announced.  Invite a 
friend to check them out!   

 In-person Bible studies, fellowship groups, and other 
activities at Zion remain either suspended or closed to 
the public for the time-being.   

 During the Safer at Home order, Zion sent an outline of 
the radio broadcast to all households, and the broadcast 
was tailored for in-home listeners.  As we return to our 
regular services, the Sunday bulletin will still be posted 
online (Facebook and website), but if you want one sent 
to your home, please call the church office (715-848-
7286) to request it.  

 The helps for daily devotion in the outline sent home 
during the Safer at Home order will now become a fea-
ture of the weekly announcements sent to every home.   

 
Many of the changes to our liturgy will bring forward a 
more traditional practice of our Lutheran faith.  For exam-
ple, the Lutheran church traditionally avoided collecting an 
offering during worship as a way of de-emphasizing our 
work in favor of God’s gift.  It is for this reason that Zion 
originally installed the offering boxes in its walls.  We now 
find ourselves returning to that practice.   
 
God works all things for the good of those who love Him.  
Circumstances may yet require further changes of us, but 
we receive our Lord’s gifts as He gives them for now, day 
by day.   


