
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
Almighty, ev-
erlasting God, 
you have 
given us the 
promise of 
your divine 
life.  Bestow 
upon us your 
Holy Spirit, 
that, quick-
ened by your 
word, we 
may lay hold 
on eternal life 
by strong 
faith in your 
Son, and in 
him be saved; 
through Jesus 
Christ, your 
Son, our 
Lord.  Amen. 

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
June 28, 2020 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  Why would the Prince of Peace 
carry a sword?  Perhaps it is unlike any sword of this world!  
The sword that our Lord Jesus Christ carries is the sword of His 
Word—and what does it accomplish?  How does it heal a world 
already torn by violence?  Today’s lessons lead us into a reflec-
tion on those very solemn questions and provides joyful an-
swers! 
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A Few Notes As We Gather in This New Season 
 “Open to me the gates of righteousness, and I will enter there” (Psalm 
118:19).  We give thanks to God for the blessing and gift of gathering in His pres-
ence this day.  We do so remembering the recommendations of our public health 
department.  For the health and good conscience of your neighbor, please maintain 
the principles of “social distancing” (keeping 6 feet apart,  
refraining from hugs or handshakes) and do not linger in the  
entryways before and after worship, but socialize outside  
as the weather permits. 
 Also, please note that we will not  
receive an offering as we have in the past.   
Offerings will be received at the doors in  
Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the  
walls of the church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher for assistance.   
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the  
Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected  
during worship so as to focus more intently on God’s gifts  
and offerings to us.   
 All worship texts are printed in the bulletin.   
Please take the bulletin home with you, and do not leave it  
here.  Directions for Holy Communion are found later in  
this bulletin, and ushers will also assist you as we “worship  
the Lord in the beauty of holiness” (Psalm 96:9). 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in thanksgiving for blessings received by 

an anonymous listener. 
 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Maureen and Rosalind Rouse, with 

praise and thanksgiving for Zion’s pastors, Kantor, office staff, and volunteers, 
who kept Zion’s worship available on the radio and internet during the pandemic 
closures. 

 The flowers at the lectern and pulpit are sponsored to the glory of God by John 
and Ruth Hochberger.  The peonies are from their bountiful flower garden. 

 The sponsor charts for 2020 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to 
sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 
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PRELUDE 
“Prelude & Fugue in C Major” (BWV 553) … J. S. Bach 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 

 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-

fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. 

 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 

 

 
 
 
 
As the 
[invocation] 
indicates, it is 
addressed to 
God and not 
to the congre-
gation.  It is 
an affirma-
tion of faith . . 
. We formally 
express our 
awareness of 
the presence 
of God, we 
place our-
selves in that 
presence, and 
invoke the 
divine bless-
ings upon the 
service which 
is to follow.  
We confess 
our faith in 
the Holy 
Trinity, for 
whose wor-
ship we are 
assembled.    
~ Luther D. 

Reed, The 
Lutheran 
Liturgy, 
1947 A.D. 
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P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-

dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   

I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN  “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

[Jesus said,] 
“First clean 

the inside of 

the cup and 
dish, and then 

the outside 

will also be 

clean.” 
~ Matthew 

23:26 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING and COLLECT 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, by the working of your Holy 

Spirit, grant that we may gladly hear your Word proclaimed 

among us and follow its directing; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  Jeremiah 28:5-9 
5Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the 

presence of the priests and all the people who were standing in the 

house of the LORD, 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May 

the LORD do so; may the LORD make the words that you have 

prophesied come true, and bring back to this place from Babylon 

the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 7Yet hear 

now this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all 

the people. 8The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient 
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times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many coun-

tries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies 

peace, when the word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will be 

known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.” 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 119:153-160  
L: Behold my affliction and deliver me, for I do not forget your 

law. 

 

C: Plead my cause and redeem me; according to your promise, 

give me life. 

 

L: Deliverance is far from the wicked, for they do not study 

your statutes. 

 

C: Great is your compassion, O LORD; preserve my life accord-

ing to your judgments. 

 

L: There are many who persecute and oppress me, yet I have 

not swerved from your decrees. 

 

C: I look with loathing at the faithless, for they have not kept 

your word. 

 

L: See how I love your commandments!  O LORD in your mercy, 

preserve me. 

 

C: The heart of your word is truth; all your righteous judg-

ments endure forevermore. 

 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

 
This psalm is 
an important 
liturgical ele-
ment and 
should not 
simply be 
passed over.  
Hearers of the 
lessons need a 
chance to as-
similate the 
first lesson 
before the 
second lesson 
begins.  The 
required use 
of a psalm 
between the 
lessons pro-
vides for the 
restoration of 
[the psalm] to 
its traditional 
place in the 
life of the 
church and 
gives the wor-
shiper the 
opportunity 
to participate 
in the singing 
or reading of 
a portion of 
Scripture . . . 
.  
~ Philip Pfat-

teicher 
Manual on 
the Liturgy, 
1979 A.D. 
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 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  

Amen 

 

EPISTLE  Romans 7:1-13 
1Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who 

know the law—that the law is binding on a person only as long as 

he lives? 2Thus a married woman is bound by law to her husband 

while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law 

of marriage. 3Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she 

lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her hus-

band dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man 

she is not an adulteress. 4Likewise, my brothers, you also have died 

to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to 

another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that 

we may bear fruit for God. 5For while we were living in the flesh, 

our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our mem-

bers to bear fruit for death. 6But now we are released from the law, 

having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve not un-

der the old written code but in the new life of the Spirit. 7What then 

shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not 

been for the law, I would not have known sin. I would not have 

known what it is to covet if the law had not said, “You shall not 

covet.” 8But sin, seizing an opportunity through the command-

ment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. Apart from the 

law, sin lies dead. 9I was once alive apart from the law, but when 

the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. 10The very com-

mandment that promised life proved to be death to me. 11For sin, 

seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me 

and through it killed me. 12So the law is holy, and the command-

ment is holy and righteous and good. 13Did that which is good, 

then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death 

in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be 
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sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond 

measure. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 
(9:00 sung by vocalists) 

L: Alleluia, Alleluia., Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Whoever finds his life will ′lose it,* 

 and whoever loses his life for my sake will ′find it. 

Alleluia, Alleluia., Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

(11:00 spoken) 

C: Alleluia. 

 Whoever finds his life will lose it, 

 and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 10th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
34[Jesus said,] “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the 

earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have 

come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 

mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36And a 

person’s enemies will be those of his own household. 37Whoever 

loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and who-

ever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 
38And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Every Sun-
day has a dif-
ferent verse 
appointed for 
it, intended to 
help proclaim 
the message 
of the day.  
Singing or 
speaking 
them lead us 
more deeply 
into the 
Scriptures of 
that Sunday. 
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of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his 

life for my sake will find it. 40“Whoever receives you receives me, 

and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. 41The one who 

receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s 

reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is 

a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42And 

whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water be-

cause he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose 

his reward.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was con-

ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he 

rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the liv-

ing and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrec-

tion of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 

 
 

SERMON  
“When God Brings a Sword” 

 

Please kneel. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 

 

P: . . . Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERTORY   

 As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, chanted or in-
strumental music provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the 
Holy Supper, offering thanks to God and asking for the blessing of 
His Holy Spirit. 

 

(9:00 a.m.)  Psalm 99  (chanted by the choir) 

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord;  

worship upon God’s holy hill. 

The LORD is king; let the people tremble.  

He is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake. 

The LORD is great in Zion; he is high above all peoples. 

Let them confess his name, which is great and awesome;  

he is the Holy One. 

“O mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity;  

you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.” 

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord;  

worship upon God’s holy hill. 

We will no 
longer receive 
an offering 
during the 
liturgy.  
Rather, you 
may place 
your offerings 
in the wood 
offering boxes 
fixed into the 
walls at each 
of Zion’s en-
trances (see 
the inside 
front cover 
for a map) 
before or after 
worship.   
 
Aside from 
health con-
cerns, this is 
the older Lu-
theran prac-
tice, which de
-emphasized 
our works 
and offerings 
to God favor 
of magnifying 
His works 
and offerings 
to us.  It is for 
this reason 
that Zion in-
cluded the 
wall boxes in 
its house of 
worship. 
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Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God  

and fall down before his footstool; he is the Holy One. 

Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel among those 

who call upon his name, they called upon the LORD,  

and he answered them. 

He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;  

they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them. 

O LORD our God, you answered them indeed;  

you were a God who forgave them,  

yet punished them for their evil deeds. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen 

Proclaim the greatness of the Lord;  

worship upon God’s holy hill. 

 

(11:00 a.m.)  “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”     … Thomas Gieschen 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 

 

 
Chanting a 
psalm, sing-
ing a hymn, 
or listening to 
music during 
the prepara-
tion of the 
altar becomes 
a time to 
“digest” the 
sermon, pray, 
and prepare 
to receive our 
Lord’s holy 
body and 
blood for the 
forgiveness of 
our sins and 
the nourish-
ment of the 
Church’s 
unity. 
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P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 
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 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 
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Please be seated. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

“Just as I Am, without One Plea” (sung by choir, 9:00 a.m.) 
 

Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

With many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
 
 
 
The pastor will 
declare the 
words of Com-
munion—”The 
body of Christ 
given for you, 
the blood of 
Christ shed for 
you”—once 
from the altar to 
limit close con-
versation during 
the Supper. 
 
 
 
 
 
Because we are 
moving more 
steadily in this 
manner of com-
muning as a 
continuous line, 
the choir will 
sing during 
Communion or 
the kantor will 
play hymns.  We 
will return to 
more singing 
during Holy 
Communion in 
time. 
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Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

“O Bread of Life from Heaven” (sung by the choir, 9:00 a.m.) 

 

O Bread of life from heaven,  

 O Food to pilgrims given, 

 O Manna from above:   

 Feed with the blessed sweetness   

 Of your divine completeness 

 The souls that want and need your love. 

 

O Fount of grace redeeming,   

 O River ever streaming   

 From Jesus’ wounded side: 

 Come now, your love bestowing   

 On thirsting souls, and flowing 

 Till all are fully satisfied. 

 

We love you, Jesus, tender,   

 In all your hidden splendor 

 Within these means of grace. 

 

 
 
Almost any-
thing is possi-
ble for a con-
gregation 
blessed with 
the strong 
leadership of a 
choir . . . . The 
distinguished 
tradition of the 
choir goes back 
thousands of 
years to Jewish 
temple wor-
ship.  Since 
the earliest 
Christian era, 
choirs of sing-
ers have con-
stituted an 
essential in-
gredient of 
public wor-
ship . . . . Its 
traditional 
role has been 
that of liturgi-
cal leader . . . .  
~ Philip  
 Pfatteicher, 

Manual on 
the Liturgy, 
1979 A.D. 
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 Oh, let the veil be riven,   

 And our clear eye in heaven 

 Behold your glory face to face. 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 

in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 

faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“A Mighty Fortress” … John Leavitt & Kevin Hildebrand 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
As You Go 
O Lord Jesus 
Christ, You are 
the true health 
of my soul and 
the redeemer 
of my flesh.  
As I have now 
received, so 
may I also 
abide in You, 
and You in me.  
Yes, make me 
fully Yours, 
even as You 
have made 
Yourself fully 
mine; for You 
live and reign 
with the Father 
and the Holy 
Spirit, one 
God, now and 
forever.  Amen 

 
 



18 

 

Serving at Worship 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson  

Assisting: (9:00) The Rev. Joseph Pinzl (at Bethany, 10:30) 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Vocalists: (9:00) Rick Hovda; Cyndi Reuter; Jim Speckhard 

Trumpet: (9:00) Chad Premeau 

Radio Announcer: (9:00) Dick Ames 

Acolyte: (9:00) Emma Pagel 

    (11:00) Ella Johnson 

Elder:  (9:00) Lynn Budnik 

   (11:00) Donna Nuernberg 

Ushers: (9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Ken Rodemeier; 

   Steve and Marlene Kroening 

    (11:00) Al Lippert 

Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Debra Thomas 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Associate Pastor Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Custodian Michael Renken 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


