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“Though I am free and belong to no one, I have 

made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as 

possible . . . . I have become all things to all people 

so that by all possible means I might save some.  I 

do all this for the sake of the Gospel.” (1 Cor. 19:19, 23) 

  

Dear Zion, 

 

The Church is, in some ways, like a surfer.  We have the board 

on which we ride, and it’s a sturdy board: the Gospel, made of hard-

woods and finished with sleekness and beauty by God.  It does not 

change and cannot sink: it endures forever.  At the same time, the 

waves of happenstance change steadily, forcing the Church to twist 

and turn on its sturdy ride as it meets the tides of history. 

 

In our present time, it has pleased God to expand Zion’s ministry 

through many challenges.  Surfing the waves of pandemic led to an 

expanded online ministry (worship, Bible study, and daily devo-

tions).  Measurements of that online ministry tell us that we reach 

thousands weekly, in addition to a radio ministry already broadcast-

ing to over 1300 (as estimated by Midwest Communications).  That 

changing tide also brought us to a point of preaching and celebrating 

Holy Communion in smaller, daily services, and now we have re-

turned to in-person worship on the weekend.  Thanks be to God for 

the Holy Spirit’s harvest among us! 

 

You therefore have many ways to receive your Lord Jesus at  

Zion this summer, from online ministry to small-group Holy Com-

munion on the weekdays and full liturgies on the weekends.  As we 

move forward, Zion’s church council will also revisit our return to 

Bible studies and other activities.  We do so, remembering that tides 

can change.  Like St. Paul, we lean and shift to fit the true Gospel to 

God’s people.  Through it all, we trust that “in all things God works 

for the good of those who love Him” (Romans 8:28)! 

 

Peace! 

Pr. Gjerde 

 

Pastoral Letter 
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Weekend Schedule 

Saturday:  Holy Communion, 5:15 PM 

Sunday:   Holy Communion, 9 & 11 AM 

Live Radio Broadcast:  9 AM 

WSAU 550 AM, 99.9 FM, 95.1 FM, www.wsau.com 

 

Social distancing and extra care will be undertaken in keeping with 

the recommendations of the public health department. 

 

Facebook Live Stream 
Morning Devotion:  8:30 AM, Monday-Friday 

Compline:   8:30 PM, Monday-Tuesday, Thursday-Friday 

Vespers:   6:30 PM, Wednesday 

Music at Midday: 12:00 Noon, Tuesday and Thursday 

 

Most videos are mirrored on our YouTube channel and website 

(www.zionlutheranwausau.com). 

 

Daily Holy Communion  
Monday-Friday, 12:15 PM (about 20 minutes long; spoken service) 

 These services are now open to the public. 

 They are attended by smaller groups. 

 Social distancing and extra care will be observed.   

 Calling ahead is not required, but it will help us prepare for you. 

 

Bulletins 

If you would like the Sunday bulletin for the 9 AM broadcast sent to 

you, please contact the church office (715-848-7286).   

 

What Time Is It in the Church? 

From a single seed, a plant takes root and a bud breaks through the 

soil: so also with the Church!  With the passage of June 29, the feast 

of St. Peter and Paul, we have now entered the second quarter of 

the Pentecost season.  The first quarter focuses on the planting of 

the kingdom through the apostles; the second focuses on the growth 

of the kingdom as the Word spreads to new generations and places.  

No wonder it’s the “green season,” with green on the altar: it’s the 

season of growth!  

Liturgy                          receiving the gifts 
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Facebook Live Streams 

Sundays:  Bible Study, 10:15 AM 

 July 5: “Proverbs: Common Wisdom for Uncom-

mon Times” 
 

Tuesdays: Table Talk, 9:00 AM.   

 All of July “Splendor: The Church in True Color”   
 Join Zion’s pastors as they unpack from the Bible and 

Lutheran Confession what the Church is and could be.   
 

Live Streams are recorded and posted on our website 

(www.zionlutheranwausau.com) and YouTube. 
 

Helps for Daily Devotion 

The congregational bulletin sent home each week during the shut-

down included an order for home devotion, daily Scripture readings, 

and prayers.  Staring in July, you will still receive those helps for 

daily devotion!  They will appear as a hand out in this newsletter en-

titled “The Shepherd’s Voice.”  

 

The purpose of daily devotion is to hear the Shepherd’s voice and 

thus live “face-to-face with God,” led and comforted by His holy 

Word.  He is present with us, not only in communal worship, but 

also as His Word and sacraments work in our daily lives. 

Catechumenate             learning the gifts 

Remembering               examples of the faith in July 

July 6:  Saint Isaiah 
In the book that bears his name, St. Isaiah re-

cords a bright vision of God in the Jerusalem 

temple.  Isaiah served there as a priest, and 

through his preaching, God promised both the 

punishment and redemption of Israel and 

Judah.  He also promised the coming of a suf-

fering Savior, through whom all nations 

would know God and a new creation would 

blossom.  Along with Sts. Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel, Isaiah is 

considered one of the “major prophets.” 
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Monthly Mission Emphases: 

 Habitat for Humanity, Wausau, $1,000 

 Open Door, Wausau, $2,000 

The Open Door of Marathon County Inc.   

The Open Door is a safe destination for offenders released from jail at 

5:00 a.m.  They opened November 2010, offering a place out of the ele-

ments, coffee, clothing, and hygiene products.  Open Door is located 

one-half block from the jail.  There are a phone and computers to do job 

and housing searches and resume writing.  Marathon County Commu-

nity Resource lists are available.  Clothing contributions are on-going 

and utilized to the max.  Financially, they need cash for rent and operat-

ing supplies.  Please help them continue this valuable outreach. 
 

Habitat for Humanity 

One of the most successful projects ever initiated by our local HFH af-

filiate is the partnership with the construction trades classes at our local 

high schools.  Twenty-six families presently own homes built by high 

school students.  The number of HFH houses in Wausau is 62. 

 

Online Worship Attendance 
Since the middle of March, Zion has tracked its weekly “online atten-

dance.” Through May we averaged 5600 total weekly viewership. Since 

Memorial Day it has held strong, averaging 3600 total weekly viewer-

ship. The Gospel of Christ and His ministry through Zion is reaching 

many people, thanks be to God! 

Outreach and Mercy         sharing and being the gifts 

Persecuted Christians in: Russian Federation; United Arab Emir-

ates; Cameroon 

Sister Congregation: Lehurutshe Parish, South Africa 

Missionaries: Elliot & Serena Derricks, Lutheran Bible Translators 

Those who need our on-going prayers:  Hilmar Baumann, Karen 

Baumann, Dave Bevington, Max Breon, Les Brolliar, Rich Cornell, 

Ruth Draeger, Carol Edelburg, Barbara Ellen, Dennis Falk, Rita 

Falk, Ben Fiedler, Lydia Hauge, Ken Heinzen, Avery Kluck, An-

Praying              in our prayers this week 
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nette Lach, Olivia Lang, Jim Lewis, Debra Mertes, Grace Mueller, 

Maggie Otto, Tina Parker, Barb Ramker, Trandy Revie, Maureen 

Rouse, Krista Salas, David Skola, Jody Slack, Lynn Welles, Mark 

Wendorff, Nancy Ziebell, Nancy, Jim, Richard, Zion’s homebound 

members 

Praying    (continued from previous page) 

Services in the church of England in the early 19th century, only al-

lowed the singing of biblical psalms in the service - not hymns writ-

ten by humans!  The Hymn of the Day for July 12, “Almighty God, 

Your Word is cast” was included in a collection of psalms and 

hymns published in 1819.  John Cawood’s hymn was headed “After 

a Sermon,” and reflects its liturgical use as contemplation “on the 

power of the preached Word of God, which is cast like seed upon the 

ground.”  [Lutheran Service Book Companion: vol. 1: 631] 

 

Just as in the parable of the sower, (Matthew 13:3-9; Luke 8:5-8; and 

Mark 4:3-9) the hymn presents many ways that the “seed” may 

grow, how it’s survival is challenged, and how, by God’s grace, 

souls may know its saving power.  When was the last time you read 

the parable of the sower?  You’ll hear the Matthew 13 reference next 

Sunday!  “A sower went out to sow……” 

A “Note” from Kantor 
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News & Events 

Attention Graduates! 

If you have a son or daughter graduating this spring, please call the 

church office with the information.  The Elders of Zion also want to 

stay in touch with them!  Please include their email address with 

graduation information.  Names will be published in an upcoming 

newsletter. 

 

Enjoy the convenience of Electronic Giving 

In addition to mail and in-person giving, Zion offers electronic giving 

as a way to automate your regular offering.  Electronic giving offers 

convenience and provides ongoing donation consistency for our con-

gregation.  Call the church office if you are interested.   

 

Officer Volunteers Needed for Strassenfest 

Please note: In concert with feedback from the Strassenfest plan-

ning committee, the church council has delayed a final decision on 

holding Strassenfest. 

 

 Event Co-Chair:  Strassenfest Chairs Dave and Lori Torkko, who 

brought growth and innovation through their event leadership for 

the past 5 years, are ready to pass the baton to another set of event 

chairs.  We need an event co chair to partner with Lee Anderton, a 

longtime Strassenfest volunteer, who has committed to serve one 

half of the co-chair position. 
 

 Event Treasurer:  The event’s longtime treasurer, Gloria Brauer, 

has moved out of state.  We are seeking a volunteer to become the 

Strassenfest Treasurer.  Please consider lending your accounting 

skills for this worthy fundraising event. 
 

For questions or interest, please contact Dave or Lori Torkko at 715-

216-3443 or dtorkko@pcpros.net.  We’d like to fill these positions 

asap so planning can begin for Strassenfest 2020!   

 

Part-time Position at GWCS 

Greater Wausau Christian Services (GWCS) is currently looking to 

fill the part-time position of Administrative Assistant.  If interested, 

please call their office at 715-842-5635 and leave a message if there 

is no answer.  Or, you can e-mail them at gwcs@mail.com. 
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Memorials & Other Gifts Received 
 In memory of Gladys Langenhahn, Pam Hoppe gave a gift to the 

Altar Guild. 

 In memory of Marcia Gjerde, Pam Hoppe gave a gift to the Altar 

Guild. 

 In memory of Duane Peterson, Leonard and Carol Edelburg gave 

a gift to the Church Roof Fund. 

 In memory of June Mueller, Maureen Rouse gave a gift to the 

Radio Fund. 

 

Portals of Prayer 

Copies of the July - September Portals of Prayer are available from 

the church office.  Large print copies are also available.  If you can-

not come to church to get a copy, please call us and we will mail one 

to you. 

 

Open Door Family Support Group 

This family support group will be for families who have a loved one 

who is incarcerated.  The focus will be on the needs of the families, 

offering peer support and resources, with counselors for the children 

as well as professional speakers for the parents.  The meetings are 

held on Thursdays, 6 p.m. to7:30 p.m. at Open Door, 319  Fourth St., 

Wausau.  Child care provided, as well as age-appropriate activities 

for the children.  Call Anne at 715-848-4044. 

 

Homeless Mats Project 
Due to the nature of this project, we would like donations of clean 

plastic bags from grocery stores, big box stores, and department 

stores.  Dry-cleaning bags are not suitable for this project.  Please 

bring your bags to the church office and/or the conference room.  

People are working at their homes to make the homeless mats.  We 

would like people who will crochet the plastic yarn.  Call Lori, 715-

216-3441 for more information. 

News & Events 
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Sunday • July 12  (Pentecost 6) 

9:00 AM  Holy Communion; Live Radio Broadcast,  

  WSAU 550 AM 

10:15 AM Bible Study, Facebook 

11:00 AM Holy Communion 

 

Monday • July 13 

8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 

12:15 PM Holy Communion   

8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 

 

Tuesday • July 14 

8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 

9:00 AM Table Talk Bible Study, Facebook 

12:15 PM Holy Communion  

8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 

 

Wednesday • July15 

12:15 PM Holy Communion  

6:30 PM Vespers, Facebook 

 

Thursday • July 16 

8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 

12:15 PM Holy Communion  

8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 

 

Friday • July 17 

8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 

12:15 PM Holy Communion  

8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 

 

Saturday • July 18 

5:15 PM Holy Communion  

Calendar     for the upcoming week 
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Where you can reach us: 
Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@zionlutheranwausau.com      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 

 
 


