A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Almighty
God, You
pour out on
all who desire
it the spirit of
grace and
supplication.
Deliver us, as
we come into
Your presence, from
cold hearts
and wandering thoughts,
that with
steady minds
and burning
zeal we may
worship You
in spirit and
in truth;
through your
Son, Jesus
Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 19, 2020 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. A man sees a weedy garden, and
he wants to tear those weeds out! Yet in today’s Gospel reading, the master of a farm tells his workers to let the weeds,
planted in the field by an enemy, continue growing. Why? He
takes the long view: let the weeds remain so as to spare the good
plants, too. In that parable we learn something of God’s grace
and how it teaches us to face evil as it invades the life of our Father’s beloved Church.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in honor of Mildred Wurster, on the occasion of her 92nd birthday on July 9, by her loving daughters, Carol and Lois.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored in loving memory of Lloyd Mueller, who
entered eternal life on July 30, 2012, from his family.
The sponsor charts for 2020 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

A Few Notes As We Gather in This New Season
“Open to me the gates of righteousness, and I will enter there” (Psalm
118:19). We give thanks to God for the blessing and gift of gathering in His presence this day. We do so remembering the recommendations of our public health
department. For the health and good conscience of your neighbor, please maintain
the principles of “social distancing” (keeping 6 feet apart,
refraining from hugs or handshakes) and do not linger in the
Altar Area
entryways before and after worship, but socialize outside
as the weather permits.
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Also, please note that we will not
receive an offering as we have in the past.
Baptistery
Chapel
Offerings will be received at the doors in
Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the
walls of the church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher for assistance.
Nave
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the
Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected
during worship so as to focus more intently on God’s gifts
and offerings to us.
All worship texts are printed in the bulletin.
Please take the bulletin home with you, and do not leave it
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here. Directions for Holy Communion are found later in
Narthex
this bulletin, and ushers will also assist you as we “worship
the Lord in the beauty of holiness” (Psalm 96:9).
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PRELUDE
“Andante Sostenuto from Symphonie Gothique”
… C. M. Widor

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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He came
to his own,
and his own
people did not
receive him.
But to all who
did receive
him, who believed in his
name, he gave
the right to
become
children of
God, who wer
e born, not of
blood nor of
the will of the
flesh nor of
the will of
man, but of
God.
~ John
1:11-13

Wondering if
God has chosen you or
not is fruitless, and yet
that proves to
be an addictive fear that
makes one
hate and flee
God… However, if predestination
comes with a
preacher, and
faith is given
a promise in
which to believe, then
faith’s certainty and the
trustworthiness of the
promise is
salvation in
the present...

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN “Come, You Thankful People, Come”
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APOSTOLIC GREETING and COLLECT
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
P:

Let us pray . . . O God, so rule and govern our hearts and
minds by your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of your final
judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and
dwell with you in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ,
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 44:6-8
6 Thus

says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the
LORD of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is
no god. 7 Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and
set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 8 Fear not, nor be
afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are
my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know
not any.”
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...Certainty
rests on the
promise, not
in the power
of faith to
persevere, or
in God adding another
grace “in addition” to
baptism.
~ Steven D.
Paulson,
Lutheran
Theology,
A.D. 2011

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Predestination, or God’s
eternal election, covers
only the
godly, beloved
children of
God. It is a
cause of their
salvation,
which He also
provides. He
plans what
belongs to it
as well. Our
salvation is
founded so
firmly on it
that the gates
of hell cannot
overcome it.
It is not to be
investigated
in God’s secret counsel.
It is to be
sought in
God’s Word
where it is
revealed….

PSALM 119:57-64
L: You only are my portion, O LORD; I have promised to keep
your words.
C: I entreat you with all my heart: be merciful to me according
to your promise.
L: I have considered my ways and turned my feet toward your
decrees.
C: I hasten and do not tarry to keep your commandments.
L: Though the cords of the wicked entangle me, I do not forget
your law.
C: At midnight I will rise to give you thanks, because of your
righteous judgments.
L: I am a companion of all who fear you and of those who keep
your commandments.
C: The earth O LORD is full of your love; instruct me in your
statutes.
All: Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen
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EPISTLE Romans 8:18-27
18 For

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For
the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons
of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly,
but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the
whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly
for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see,
we wait for it with patience. 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but
the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for
words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to
the will of God.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
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God’s Word
leads us to
Christ, who is
the Book of
Life, in whom
all are written
and elected
who are to be
saved in eternity. Christ
calls all sinners to Himself and promises them rest.
He is eager
that all people
should come to
Him and allow
themselves to
be helped. He
offers them
Himself in His
Word and
wants them to
hear it and not
plug their ears
or despise the
Word.
~ Formula of
Concord:
Epitome,
Article XI,
A.D. 1580

It is true that,
because
Christ’s kingdom has not
yet been revealed, the
wicked are
mixed in with
the Church
and hold offices. But the
wicked are
not Christ’s
kingdom,
even though
that revelation has not
yet been
made. For
Christ enlivens His true
kingdom by
His Spirit,
whether it is
revealed or is
covered by
the cross, just
as the glorified Christ is
the same
Christ who
was afflicted.
~ Apology of
the Augsburg Confession,
A.D. 1531

VERSE
(9:00 sung by vocalists)
L: Alleluia, Alleluia., Alleluia, Alleluia.
I will open my mouth in ′parables;*
I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation ′of the
world.
Alleluia, Alleluia., Alleluia, Alleluia.
(11:00 spoken)
C: Alleluia.
I will open my mouth in parables;
I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the
world.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
24 [Jesus]

put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his
field, 25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26 So when the
plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also.
27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said to
him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then
does it have weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’
So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather
them?’ 29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up
the wheat along with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat
into my barn.’” 36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house.
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And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of
the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the
good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good
seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil
one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is
the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds
are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the
age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out
of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw
them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in
the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.
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This parable
refers to [the
devil], and
warns us to
be careful not
to attribute
difficulties to
the word of
the Gospel
and the
Christian
Church, but
to our adversary, the
devil, who
through his
apostles sows
tares among
the wheat…
The devil
likes nothing
better than to
sow his tares
among the
wheat; and
there is no
one else
whom he
would rather
trouble than
true Christians.
~ Martin
Luther,
“Sermon
for the
Fifth Sunday after
Epiphany,”
A.D. 1528

HYMN OF THE DAY “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”

For we know,
brothers
loved by God,
that He has
chosen you,
because our
gospel came
to you not
only in word,
but also in
power and in
the Holy
Spirit and
with full conviction.
~ 1 Thessalonians
1:4-5

SERMON
“The Happy Reapers”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people according to their needs.

P: . . . Lord in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
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P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal or instrumental music provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the
Holy Supper, offering thanks to God and asking for the blessing of
His Holy Spirit.
(9:00 a.m.) “Psalm 148” (sung by the vocalists)
Antiphon: The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heav’n.
Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in
the heights.
Praise him, all you angels of his; praise him, all his host.
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars.
Praise him, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the
heavens.
Let them praise the name of the LORD; for he commanded,
and they were created.
He made them stand fast forever and ever; he gave them a
law which shall not pass away.
Antiphon: The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heav’n.
Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all
deeps;
11

If God exterminated all
those who
today cause
others to fall
and do what
is unrighteous, He
would end up
sacrificing
many who
could still be
saved otherwise. So He
continues
with what we
may consider
to be inadequate measures, but they
are the only
way to real
help. He allows this
world to continue to exist.
He doesn’t
conquer evil
by destroying
the evildoers.
He has another cure—
forgiveness.
~ Bo Giertz,
To Live
With
Christ,
A.D. 1974

God hides His
eternal goodness and
mercy under
eternal wrath,
His righteousness under iniquity.
This is the
highest degree of faith,
to believe
Him merciful
when He
saves so few
and damns so
many, and to
believe Him
righteous
when by His
own will he
makes us necessarily damnable...If,
then, I could
by any means
comprehend
how this God
can be merciful and just
who displays
so much
wrath and
iniquity,
there would
be no need of
faith.
~ Martin Luther, The
Bondage of
the Will,
A.D. 1524

fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing his
will;
mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and winged birds;
kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the
world;
young men and maidens, old and young together.
Antiphon: The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heav’n.
Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name only is
exalted, his splendor is over earth and heaven.
He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his
loyal servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near
him. Hallelujah!
Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen
Antiphon: The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heav’n.
(11:00 a.m.) “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”

… E. F. Richter

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and great mercies. Grant us so to
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us. Amen
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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All who are
saved are chosen “in
Christ,” not
outside of
Christ in
some secret
list of God.
Christ does
not glower
over us and
threaten
us...Instead,
Christ calls
sinners and
promises them
refreshment.
No one is excluded. He
offers Himself
to us in the
Word, wants
us to hear and
believe. To
accomplish
this, He sends
His Holy
Spirit.
~ Timothy
Wengert,
A Formula
for Parish
Practice,
A.D. 2006

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Truly, truly,
I say to you,
unless you
eat the flesh
of the Son of
Man and
drink his
blood, you
have no life in
you. Whoever
feeds on my
flesh and
drinks my
blood has
eternal life,
and I will
raise him up
on the last
day. For my
flesh is true
food, and my
blood is true
drink. Whoever feeds on
my flesh and
drinks my
blood abides
in me, and I
in him.
~ John 15:16

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
The vocalists will sing the hymns at 9:00 a.m.
The texts are printed for prayerful meditation during both services.
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
15

Be of sin the double cure:
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
Not the labors of my hands
Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone.

You did not
choose me,
but I chose
you and appointed you
that you
should go and
bear fruit and
that your fruit
should abide,
so that whatever you ask
the Father in
my name, he
may give it
to you.
~ John 15:16

Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thy cross I cling.
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, Savior, or I die.
While I draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyelids close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain
Refrain Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
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Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain

Prayer as
You Go

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain

O Lord, You
who are the
same yesterday, today,
and forever,
remember
us pilgrims
in this fallen
world; for
frail is our
frame and
few are our
days. Let
the Word of
Your salvation be a
lamp to our
feet and a
light for our
path, that
our soul
must not
walk in
darkness,
but may
find the way
to that city
whose light
is the Lamb.
Amen.

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Praeludium in G minor”

… N. Bruhns

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Presiding: (9:00) The Rev. Joseph Pinzl (at Bethany, 10:30)
(11:00) The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Organist: John Schubring
Vocalists: (9:00) Jessica Ray; Jim Speckhard
Trumpet: (9:00) Kevin Short
Lector: (9:00) Jan Gaugush
(11:00) Robert Steffen
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Ryan Fernstaedt
Acolyte: (9:00) Ethan Hochberger
(11:00) Carter Kulesa
Elder: (9:00) Robb Halverson
(11:00) Donna Nuernberg
Ushers: (9:00) Mark Gehrke; Grace Mueller;
Frank and Tammie Rodemeier
(11:00) Al Lippert
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Anna Mae Zeinemann

18

Acknowledgements
The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB129062. Scripture
quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
“Come, You Thankful People, Come”: Text and Tune: Public Domain.
Verse: Content from Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book copyright ©
2006 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Unless otherwise
indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved.
“Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”: Text and Tune: Public Domain.
“Rock of Ages”: Text: Public Domain.
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”: Text: Public Domain.

19

Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
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