
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
Remember, 
Lord, Your 
church, to 
save it from 
all evil and to 
make it per-
fect by Your 
love.  Make it 
holy, and 
gather it to-
gether from 
the four 
winds into 
Your king-
dom which 
You have 
made ready 
for it.  For 
Yours is the 
power and 
the glory for-
ever.  Amen. 
~ Didache, 

around 100 
A.D. 

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 26, 2020 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  A treasure hidden in a field!  The 
very idea excites the imagination.  If you found a treasure hid-
den in a field, what would you do to keep it?  In today’s Gospel 
lesson, we meet a man who was willing to give up everything to 
keep that treasure.  It must be quite the treasure!  But now, con-
sider: since Jesus was willing to give up everything to keep 
you—how valuable must you be to Him? 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Verna Schuett, in loving memory of 

her husband, Charles Schuett. 
 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Donna Nuernberg, in thankfulness for 

Zion Church staff, who have been carrying out the needs of the church and pa-
rishioners. 

 The sponsor charts for 2020 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to 
sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 

To Share Your Offering   
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   

1 2 
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Altar Area 

Chapel 
Baptistery 

Nave 

Narthex 
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PRELUDE 
Improvisation on “In Thee Is Gladness” … Michael Burkhardt 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 

 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-

fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. 

 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Does discov-
ering who 
you are 
awaken a 
kind of inner 
unrest? … If 
you started 
accusing 
yourself of all 
that is in you, 
would your 
nights and 
days be long 
enough? 
~ Brother 

Roger of 
Taize, 

 Essential 
Writings, 

 1900s A.D. 
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P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-

dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   

I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN  “In Thee Is Gladness” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
If I am not 
finding Jesus 
a real Savior, 
who brings 
me fully out 
of darkness 
and defeat 
into light and 
liberty, it is 
because at 
one point or 
another I am 
not willing to 
be broken, 
and see my-
self as a sin-
ner. 
~ Roy  
 Hession, 
 British 

evangelist, 
1900s A.D. 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING and COLLECT 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Let us pray . . . Almighty and everlasting God, give us an in-

crease of faith, hope, and love, that, receiving what You have 
promised, we may love what you have commanded; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 
Please be seated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Leave behind 
your sorrows 
Let this day 
be the last 
Tomorrow 
there'll be 
sunshine 
And all this 
darkness past 
~ Bruce 

Spring-
steen,  

 Land of 
Hopes and 
Dreams 
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OLD TESTAMENT  Deuteronomy 7:6-9 
6 “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD 
your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured posses-
sion, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was 
not because you were more in number than any other people that 
the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the few-
est of all peoples, 8 but it is because the LORD loves you and is 
keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has 
brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the 
house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know 
therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who 
keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and 
keep his commandments, to a thousand generations. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 125 
L: Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which can-

not be moved but stands fast forever. 
 
C: The hills stand about Jerusalem; so does the LORD stand 

round about his people, from this time forth forevermore. 
 
L: The scepter of the wicked shall not hold sway over the land    

allotted to the just, so that the just shall not put their hands to 
evil. 

 
C: Show your goodness O LORD to those who are good and to 

those who are true of heart. 
 
L: As for those who turn aside to crooked ways, the LORD will 

lead them away with the evildoers; but peace be upon Israel. 
 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  

Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Christian 
has escaped 
from that 
rule, death.  
But the inten-
tion is that he 
is actually to 
live.  If death 
has been de-
posed, we are 
to let it be 
deposed in 
our lives, and 
no longer 
shape our 
lives accord-
ing to its de-
mand . . . . 
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EPISTLE  Romans 8:28-39 
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work to-
gether for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 
29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be con-
formed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the first-
born among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he 
also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those 
whom he justified he also glorified. 31 What then shall we say to 
these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did 
not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not 
also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any 
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to con-
demn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding 
for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribu-
lation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or dan-
ger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed 
all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, 
in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 
L: Alleluia, Alleluia., Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 I will open my mouth in ′parables;* 
 I will utter what has been hidden  
 since the foundation ′of the world. 

Alleluia, Alleluia., Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . Through 
Christ we are 
free from sin; 
and for that 
very reason we 
are to fight 
against it.  By 
Christ we have 
been snatched 
out of our 
bondage to sin; 
and for that 
very reason we 
must always 
fight against 
sin when it 
attempts to re-
conquer what 
it has lost. 
~ Anders Ny-

gren, Swed-
ish Lutheran 
bishop, 
1900s A.D., 
Commentary 
on Romans  
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GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
44 [Jesus said,] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 
field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes 
and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom 
of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on find-
ing one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and 
bought it. 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was 
thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was 
full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into 
containers but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the 
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the right-
eous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 “Have you understood all 
these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 
heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure 
what is new and what is old.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was con-

ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he 

rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the liv-

ing and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrec-

tion of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “From God Can Nothing Move Me” 

      (printed on the next page) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Either way, 
your first 
duty is to love 
such people as 
they are and 
not to imply 
that God has 
given you 
permission to 
hold an axe 
over their 
heads.  Be-
cause if God 
has really 
done what the 
Epistle to the 
Romans says 
he has, he’s 
gone ahead 
and solved all 
his problems 
with sin inde-
pendently of 
what sinners 
might or 
might not do 
about it. 
~ Robert 

Farrar  
 Capon 
 The Mys-

tery of 
Christ…
and Why 
We Don’t 
Get It, 1993 
A.D. 
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SERMON  
“Who Is to Condemn?” 

 

Please kneel. 

 

 
 
 
The Christian 
understand-
ing of God is 
not that of an 
omnipotent 
deity handing 
down com-
mands from 
on high, but 
that of God’s 
emptying 
himself of 
glory in order 
to become one 
with his hu-
man crea-
tures, invit-
ing and ena-
bling us to be 
lifted up by 
participation 
in his eternal 
life. In other 
words, incar-
nation; in 
other words, 
“the human 
face of God.” 
~ Richard 

John Neu-
haus, Bene-
dict and the 
Human 
Face of God 

 Daily,  
 May 2008 

A.D. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 
 

P: . . . Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERTORY   
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal or in-

strumental music provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the 

Holy Supper, offering thanks to God and asking for the blessing of 

His Holy Spirit.  When the Offertory ends, please stand. 

 

“Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure”   

(sung by the vocalists) 
 

 Your kingdom, O God, is my glorious treasure, 
    My pearl of incomp’rable worth. 
Its value exceeds ev’ry standard of measure, 
    Surpassing the wealth of the earth. 
Lord, give me Your grace and the pow’r of the Spirit 
    To value this treasure aright 
That, never allured by the world, I inherit 
    Your kingdom of glory and light. 

 
 Your kingdom, O God, is alive with the power 

    Your Word and Your Spirit bestow. 
Like yeast, they affect the whole measure of flour, 
    Enabling Your kingdom to grow. 
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Empower me, Lord, as I live Your commission, 
    Though humble my service may be, 
And bring ev’ry planting to perfect fruition, 
    A mustard seed grown to a tree. 

 
 Your kingdom, O God, is a field for the growing 

    Of seeds that Your mercy has sown; 
But still in our midst is the enemy sowing 
    The weeds that imperil Your own. 
Sustain me, O Lord, till Your day of returning 
    And harvest me homeward at last, 
To shine in the homeland that quiets all yearning, 
    Where sorrow and danger are past. 

 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christ is the 
altar, the of-
fering, and 
the priest. 
~ Cyril of 

Alexandria 
 Bishop of 

Alexandria, 
378-444 
A.D. 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for 

you.  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He is The 
Bread sown 
in the virgin, 
leavened in 
the Flesh, 
molded in His 
Passion, 
baked in the 
furnace of the 
Sepulchre, 
placed in the 
Churches, 
and set upon 
the Altars, 
which daily 
supplies 
Heavenly 
Food to the 
faithful. 
~ St. Peter 

Chryso-
logus  

 Bishop of 
Ravenna, 
(400-450 
A.D.) 
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DISTRIBUTION 

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
The vocalists will sing the hymns. 

The texts are printed for prayerful meditation. 

 

“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” 
 

 Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 
Offered was He for greatest and for least, 
Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 

 
 He who His saints in this world rules and shields, 

To all believers life eternal yields; 
With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole, 
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

 
 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 

And take the pledges of salvation here. 
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 
As in this feast of love You bless us now. 
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“O Lord, We Praise You” 
 

 O Lord, we praise you, bless you, and adore you, 
In thanksgiving bow before you. 
Here with your body and your blood you nourish 
Our weak souls that they may flourish. 
    O Lord, have mercy! 
May your body, Lord, born of Mary, 
That our sins and sorrows did carry, 
And your blood for us plead 
In all trial, fear, and need: 
    O Lord, have mercy! 

 
 Your holy body into death was given, 

Life to win for us in heaven. 
No greater love than this to you could bind us; 
May this feast of that remind us! 
    O Lord, have mercy! 
Lord, your kindness did so much did move you 
That your blood now moves us to love you. 
All our debt you have paid; 
Peace with God once more is made: 
    O Lord, have mercy! 

 
 May God bestow on us his grace and favor 

To please him with our behavior 
And live together here in love and union, 
Nor repent this blest communion. 
    O Lord, have mercy! 
Let not your good Spirit forsake us, 
But that heav’nly-minded he make us; 
Give your Church, Lord, to see 
Days of peace and unity. 
    O Lord, have mercy! 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 

in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 

faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“O Lord, We Praise Thee” … Heinrich Scheidemann 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayer as  
You Go 
O God, the 
might of all 
them that put 
their trust in 
thee; Grant 
that we may 
be more than 
conquerors 
over all that 
makes war 
upon our 
souls, and in 
the end may 
enter into 
perfect peace 
in thy pres-
ence; through 
Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
Amen. 
~ Roman  
 Breviary 
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Serving at Worship 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde   

Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson (at Bethany, 10:30) 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Vocalists: Rick Hovda; Cyndi Reuter; Jim Speckhard 

Flute: Jacob Roseman 

Lector: Pr. Johnson 

Radio Announcer: Paul Fandrey 

Acolyte: Madison Cornell 

Elder: Landis Holdorf 

Ushers: Sally Christoffersen; Ken Rodemeier; 
   Steve and Marlene Kroening 
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Barb Leader 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Associate Pastor Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Custodian Michael Renken 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


