
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
Lord, I love 
the habitation 
of Your house 
and the place 
where Your 
glory dwells. 
In the multi-
tude of Your 
tender mer-
cies prepare 
my heart that 
I may enter 
Your house to 
worship and 
confess Your 
holy name; 
through Jesus 
Christ, my 
God and 
Lord. Amen. 

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 2, 2020 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.   
Upon receiving the  good news of Jesus Christ, Matthew wrote 
chapter 14 of his Gospel to show an intentional contrast. Verses 
1 through 12 portray a party of death, John the Baptist’s behead-
ing at Herod’s birthday party. Our reading for today (verses 13-
21) shows a miraculous feeding of over 5000 people with 5 
loaves of bread and two fish, a party of life. There still are two 
parties going on in this world: parties of death inspired by Satan 
and parties of life hosted and provided for by the Lord God al-
mighty. What kind of party would you rather attend?  
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in memory of Robert Engebrecht, who 

died August 1, 2013, by his wife, Lillian, and family. 
 The flowers at the altar are sponsored in celebration of Steve Zeinemann’s birth-

day on August 3, and his 10-year service anniversary at Thrivent Financial, by his 
family. 

 The sponsor charts for 2020 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to 
sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 

 

To Share Your Offering   
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 
“Jesus, Priceless Treasure” (Jesu Meine Freude)” 

 … Paul Manz & J. S. Bach (BWV 610) 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 

 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-

fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. 

 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God has not 
called us for 
impurity, but 
in holiness. 
Therefore 
whoever dis-
regards this, 
disregards 
not man but 
God, who 
gives his 
Holy Spirit to 
you. 
 
~ Saint Paul, 

1 Thessalo-
nians 4:7-8,  

 A.D. 50’s 
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P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-

dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   

I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN  “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING and COLLECT 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray . . . Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve 

your goodness, still you provide for all our needs of body and 

soul.  Grant us your Holy spirit that we may acknowledge your 

gifts, give thanks for all your benefits, and serve you in willing 

obedience; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 55:1-5 
1 “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has 

no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without 

money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your money for that 

which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight your-

selves in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Though the 
fig tree 

should not 

blossom, nor 
fruit be on the 

vine, the pro-

duce of the 

olive fail, and 
the fields 

yield no food, 

the flock be 
cut off from 

the fold, and 

there be no 

herd in the 
stalls, yet I 

will rejoice in 

the LORD; I 
will take joy 

in the God of 

my salvation.  
~ Habakkuk 

3:17-18, 

600’s B.C. 
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your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting cove-

nant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4 Behold, I made him a wit-

ness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5 Be-

hold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation 

that did not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your 

God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 136:1-9 

L: Give thanks to the LORD for he is good, for his mercy endures 

forever.  

 

C: Give thanks to the God of gods, for his mercy endures for-

ever. 

 

L: Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his mercy endures for-

ever;  

 

C: who only does great wonders, for his mercy endures forever; 

 

L: who by wisdom made the heavens, for his mercy endures for-

ever;  

 

C: who spread out the earth upon the waters, for his mercy en-

dures forever; 

 

L: who created great lights, for his mercy endures forever; 

 

C: the sun to rule the day, for his mercy endures forever; 

 

L: the moon and the stars to govern the night, for his mercy en-

dures forever 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The 136th 
psalm is a 
psalm of 
thanks and is 
perhaps the 
text to show 
priests how 
they should 
sing and 
preach. 
Namely, they 
should sing 
and preach of 
God and His 
wonderful 
deeds, that He 
is gracious 
and merciful 
and a true 
Savior. 
~ Psalms 

with Intro-
ductions by 
Martin Lu-
ther, A.D. 
1993 



7 

 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  

Amen 

 

EPISTLE  Romans 9:1-5 
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 

bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and 

unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself 

were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, 

my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to 

them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of 

the law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong the patri-

archs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who 

is God over all, blessed forever. Amen. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 
L: Alleluia, Alleluia., Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Man ate of the bread of the ′angels;* 

 he sent them food in a′bundance. 

Alleluia, Alleluia., Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a 
desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they fol-
lowed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore he saw 
a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their 

 
When God 
“brings forth 
food from the 
earth” and 
makes it “to 
strengthen 
man’s 
heart” [Psalm 
104] so that he 
can think, 
write, love, 
and pray, then 
we are apt to 
call this a 
purely natural 
thing because 
God allows 
this to happen 
from year to 
year before our 
very eyes. In 
reality this 
natural proc-
ess is just as 
much a mira-
cle of His 
power as when 
our Lord gave 
bread to five 
thousand peo-
ple on the 
mountainside. 
~ Bo Giertz, 

Preaching 
from the 
Whole Bible, 
A.D. 1957  
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sick. 15 Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and 
said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the 
crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 
16 But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them some-
thing to eat.” 17 They said to him, “We have only five loaves here 
and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he 
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five 
loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. 
Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And they all ate and were sat-
isfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces 
left over. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, be-
sides women and children. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was con-

ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he 

rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the liv-

ing and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrec-

tion of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

 

 
[Jesus] used 
God’s crea-
tive powers. 
He had re-
fused to use 
them for His 
own benefit 
when He was 
hungry in the 
desert, but 
now He did it 
for the benefit 
of all these 
hungry peo-
ple...But then 
He withdrew. 
This wasn’t 
His task in 
the world. He 
didn’t come 
to solve the 
world’s prob-
lems by pro-
ducing every-
thing we 
might want 
to eat or to 
appease and 
satisfy all our 
desires. These 
solutions 
don’t solve 
the real prob-
lem at all. 
The real prob-
lems are more 
profound. 
They’re part 
of an evil, 
egotistical… 
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Please be seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “O Living Bread from Heaven” 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON  
“When God Shows Up, There’s a Party” 

 

Please kneel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
...self-
glorifying 
desire that 
causes new 
conflict and 
sufferings no 
matter how 
many mate-
rial things we 
acquire. As 
we know, 
problems and 
conflicts may 
increase with 
the acquisi-
tion of these 
things…the 
Church can-
not become 
what the peo-
ple wanted 
Jesus to be-
come: an exe-
cuter of a 
worldly wel-
fare program. 
You can’t 
receive what 
Christ has to 
give as long 
as you are 
concerned 
with protect-
ing your 
rights and 
getting the 
most out of 
this life…  
 
(see next 
page) 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 
 

P: . . . Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERTORY   
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal or in-

strumental music provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the 

Holy Supper, offering thanks to God and asking for the blessing of 

His Holy Spirit.  When the Offertory ends, please stand. 

 

“The Gifts Christ Freely Gives” 

Vocalists:  stanzas 1, 2, 3, & 4;  

Congregation:  stanzas 5 & 6 

 

1 The gifts Christ freely gives 
    He gives to you and me 
To be His Church, His bride, 
    His chosen, saved and free! 
Saints blest with these rich gifts 
    Are children who proclaim 
That they were won by Christ 
    And cling to His strong name. 

 
2 The gifts flow from the font 

    Where He calls us His own; 
New life He gives that makes 

 
 
 
...Social is-
sues are im-
portant, but 
there are even 
more impor-
tant issues. 
Neglecting 
them can 
have horrible 
consequences 
—often al-
ready in the 
here and now, 
but definitely 
in eternity. 
The way you 
resolve them 
determines 
everything 
else. 
~ Bo Giertz, 

To Live 
With 
Christ, 
A.D. 1974 



11 

 

    Us His and His alone. 
Here He forgives our sins 
    With water and His Word; 
The triune God Himself 
    Gives pow’r to call Him Lord. 

 
3 The gifts of grace and peace 

    From absolution flow; 
The pastor’s words are Christ’s 
    For us to trust and know. 
Forgiveness that we need 
    Is granted to us there; 
The Lord of mercy sends 
    Us forth in His blest care. 

 
4 The gifts are there each day 

    The holy Word is read; 
God’s children listen, hear, 
    Receive, and they are fed. 
Christ fills them with Himself, 
    Blest words that give them life, 
Restoring and refreshing 
    Them for this world’s strife. 

 

Congregation: 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
In past gen-
erations God 
allowed all 
the nations to 
walk in their 
own ways. 
Yet He did 
not leave 
Himself with-
out witness, 
for He did 
good by giv-
ing you rains 
from heaven 
and fruitful 
seasons, satis-
fying your 
hears with 
food and 
gladness. 
~ St. Paul  
 to the  
 people of  
 Lystra 

(located in 
modern day 
south-
central 
Turkey) , 
the book of 
Acts  

 14:16-17,  
 A.D. 40’s 
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Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The eyes of all 
look to You, 
and You give 
them their 
food in due 
season.  
 
You open 
Your hand; 
You satisfy 
the desire of 
every living 
thing. 
 
 
~ Psalm 

145:15-16 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for 

you.  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God certainly 
gives daily 
bred to every-
one without 
our prayers, 
even to all 
evil people, 
but we pray 
in this peti-
tion that God 
would lead us 
to realize this 
and receive 
our daily 
bread with 
thanksgiving. 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Small 
Catechism, 
A.D. 1529 
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DISTRIBUTION 

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
The vocalists will sing the hymns. 

The texts are printed for prayerful meditation during both services. 

 

“I Come, O Savior, to Your Table” 
 

I come, O Savior, to your table, 

For weak and weary is my soul; 

You, Bread of life, alone are able 

To satisfy and make me whole. 

Refrain: Lord, may your body and your blood 

 Be for my soul the highest good! 

 

Your body, giv’n for me, O Savior;  

Your blood, which once for me was shed: 

These are my life and strength forever, 

By them my hungry soul is fed.  Refrain 

 

(continued on the next page . . . ) 
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With you, Lord, I am now united; 

You live in me and I in you. 

No sorrow fills my soul; delighted 

It finds its deepest joy in you.  Refrain 
 

My heart has now become your dwelling, 

O blessed, holy Trinity. 

With angels I, your praises telling, 

Shall live in joy eternally.  Refrain 
 

“Praise and Thanksgiving” 
 

 Praise and thanksgiving, 
    Father, we offer 
For all things living, 
    Created good: 
Harvest of sown fields, 
    Fruits of the orchard, 
Hay from the mown fields, 
    Blossom and wood. 

 

 Bless, Lord, the labor 
    We bring to serve You 
That with our neighbor 
    We may be fed. 
Sowing or tilling, 
    We would work with You, 
Harvesting, milling 
    For daily bread. 

 

 Father, providing 
    Food for Your children, 
By Your wise guiding 
    Teach us to share 
One with another, 
    So that, rejoicing 
With us, all others 
    May know Your care. 

 
 
 
When our 
Lord God 
gives, He 
gives so boun-
tifully that it 
is overwhelm-
ing. On the 
other hand, 
when He takes 
away, He 
takes it away 
so completely 
that not a sin-
gle kernel re-
mains… Deal 
carefully and 
circumspectly 
with the bread 
God supplies, 
laying it in 
store for the 
future. He will 
not always 
give a new 
loaf, but wants 
you to con-
serve carefully 
what remains. 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Ser-
mon on John 
6:1-15,  

 A.D. 1532 
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Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 

in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 

faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
Jig on “Praise and Thanksgiving” … John A. Behnke 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayer as  
You Go 
Almighty 
God, grant to 
Your Church 
Your Holy 
Spirit and the 
wisdom that 
comes down 
from above, 
that Your 
word may 
not be bound 
but have free 
course and be 
preached to 
the joy and 
edifying of 
Christ’s holy 
people, that 
in steadfast 
faith we may 
serve You 
and, in the 
confession of 
Your name, 
abide unto 
the end; 
through Jesus 
Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
~ Lutheran 

Service Book  
 p. 305 
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Serving at Worship 
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher Johnson 

Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Assisting: The Rev. Joseph Pinzl (at Bethany, 10:30) 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Vocalists: Tim Pagel; Steve Zeinemann 

Trumpet: Chad Premeau 

Lector: Mark Gehrke 

Radio Announcer: Dick Ames 

Acolyte: Noah Harter 

Elder: Landis Holdorf 

Ushers: Adele Blair; Donald Budnik;  
   Fred Fenhaus; Robb Halverson 
Altar Guild: Donna Nuernberg; Anna Mae Zeinemann 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Associate Pastor Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Custodian Michael Renken 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


