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Have I not commanded you? Be strong and coura-

geous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dis-

mayed, for the LORD your God is with you where 

you go. ~ Joshua 1:9 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ of, I hope and pray you all have 
found time for physical rest in the midst of the summer sun and heat, 
as well as find your spiritual rest in the gifts of Christ given in Word 
and Sacrament. It is good to receive both physical and spiritual re-
freshment. 
 
Why do I bring this up? As we all know, there is much unknown 
about the future. What will school look like for the kids? What will 
Christian education look like for Zion? What will worship look and 
sound like when the weather turns cold? Of course, we can’t borrow 
tomorrow’s trouble for today but it is good to plan. it is good to have 
things to look forward to. Christians are future-oriented people! 
 
Because our eyes look ahead as we trust in God’s good and gracious 
will, because our hearts rest securely in Christ, therefore we shall 
continue to be strong and courageous, living in faith and not in fear. 
The ancient Israelites had to be told time and time again to not be 
afraid for the Lord was their God and He would care for them. We 
too need to hear that encouraging word to be strong and unafraid. 
We too need to hear that promise again and again, that the LORD is 
our God and with us wherever we go. 
 
It can be easy to become dismayed. It can be easy to get frightened. 
So turn off the TV, put away the cell phone, and hear again Joshua’s 
words to ancient Israel, “Be strong and courageous.” Hear also a 
word from another “Joshua,” Jesus the Christ: “Behold, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:15). As you 
receive rest and refreshment in Christ and gear up for the Fall, know 
all your strength and courage comes from your Lord and Savior. 
 
Peace be with you always,  
 
Pastor Johnson 

Pastoral Letter 
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Weekend Schedule 

Saturday:  Holy Communion, 5:15 PM 
Sunday:   Holy Communion, 9 & 11 AM 

Live Radio Broadcast:  9 AM 
WSAU 550 AM, 99.9 FM, 95.1 FM, www.wsau.com 

 

Social distancing and extra care will be observed in keeping with the 

recommendations of the public health department. 
 

Daily Holy Communion  
Monday-Friday, 12:15 PM (about 20 minutes long; spoken service) 

 These smaller services are open to the public. 

 Social distancing and extra care will be observed.   

 Calling ahead is not required, but it will help us prepare for you. 
 

Facebook Live Stream 

Morning Devotion:  8:30 AM, Monday-Friday 
Compline:   8:30 PM, Monday-Tuesday, Thursday-Friday 
Vespers:   6:30 PM, Wednesday 
Music at Midday: 12:00 Noon, Tuesday and Thursday 
 

Most videos are mirrored on our YouTube channel and website  

 

Readings for next Sunday, August 16: 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32 

Liturgy                          receiving the gifts 

Procession of Thanksgiving 

Sunday  +  September 13  +  12 Noon 
 

It’s time to give thanks!  Christians give thanks in every circum-
stance, even times of suffering or doubt (1 Thess. 5:18).  We re-
ceive more blessings daily than we could ever number.  So come 
away from your cares, worries, and distractions, and either join or 
watch Zion’s outdoor process of thanksgiving to our Good Shep-
herd for His many gifts on Sunday, 9/13, at noon.  We will begin 
in front of the church (Grant Street) and circle through the 
neighborhood back to the parking lot.  Our only purpose: to give 
God our thanks, praise, and adoration. 
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Facebook Live Streams 

Sundays:  Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
 Proverbs: Common Wisdom in Uncommon Times 
 

Tuesdays: Table Talk, 9:00 AM.   
 All of August: “The Creed”  

 A four-week overview of the sometimes-unnoticed wis-
dom and beauty of the Apostles Creed   

 

Wednesdays: Word at the Middle of the Week 

  Current Topic: 1 John 

  This offering has no set time, but is live-streamed on 
  Wednesdays when the pastors’ schedule allows and  
  then shared as a video on Zion’s Facebook page for  
  viewing at any time.   
 

Live Streams are recorded and posted on our website 

(www.zionlutheranwausau.com) and YouTube. 

 
Weekly: “The Shepherd’s Voice” 

  Included with this mailing, The Shepherd’s Voice is a 
  weekly print resource with guidance and helps for  
  daily home and personal devotion. 

Catechumenate             learning the gifts 

Remembering            examples of the faith in August 

August 15:  The Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Mother of God 

“All generations shall call me blessed,” St. Mary 
prophesied (Luke 1:48), and so has it come to 
pass.  A virgin, possibly no older that 14 years, 
Mary lived in Nazareth when St. Gabriel the 
Archangel came and announced that she would 
conceive and bear Jesus, the Son of God and Sav-
ior of the world.  God granted her the humility to 
accept this divine call.  Mary also stood at the 
foot of Christ’s cross as He died (John 19:25), and 
was with the apostles following His resurrection 
(Acts 1:14). 
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Monthly Mission Emphases: 

 Bishop’s Resource Fund, $1,000 

 The Neighbors’ Place, Wausau, $1,000 

The Bishops Resource Fund  

The Bishops Resource Fund helps pastors, associates in ministry, and 

diaconal ministers and their families when they are faced with emergen-
cies, unusual needs, or requests that the bishop deems worthy and im-
portant to supporting the health, wholeness, and spiritual well-being of 
our leaders.  The Bishop’s Resource Fund has provided support to 
many leaders, and this help has been critical to them. Your dollars are 
precious, administered in confidence and make a big difference in times 
of need to our church family. 
 

The Neighbors’ Place  

TNP’s new Executive Director, Donna 
Ambrose, filled the director position after 
Tom Rau retired at the end of 2019.  Donna is 

from Beloit, Wisconsin.  She has a great de-
sire, for the past 10 years, to fight food inse-
curity and create stronger, healthier commu-
nities.  She says the best way to support our 
food bank is monetary donations.  TNP 
works with major manufacturers, local retail-
ers, and farmers to secure healthy food.  When you donate money, 
you’re able to put more meals on families tables, than if you donated 
purchased food. 

Outreach and Mercy         sharing and being the gifts 

Persecuted Christians in: India, Syria, Nigeria 

Sister Congregation: Lehurutshe Parish, South Africa 

Missionaries: Elliot & Serena Derricks, Lutheran Bible Translators 

For health and recovery: Elaine Edwards, Sophie Seubert 

Those who need our on-going prayers:  Hilmar Baumann, Karen 

Baumann, Dave Bevington, Max Breon, Les Brolliar, Rich Cornell, 

Ruth Draeger, Carol Edelburg, Barbara Ellen, Dennis Falk, Rita 

Praying              in our prayers this week 
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Praying    (continued from previous page) 

When in the Hour of Deepest Need,  the Hymn of 
the Day for August 16, was written in 1566 by Paul 
Eber.  In this hymn, Eber speaks of “great sorrows 
wrapped in endless days of anxious thought and helpless counsel yet pays 
glad thanksgiving to the One whose grace abounds.” [Lutheran Service 
Book Companion to the Hymns: vol. 1:613].  Hymn historian, Richard 
Lauxmann, recounted several incidents in which people were saved after 
singing or playing this hymn.  What a testimony to the power of music and 
hymnody!  
 

“In its earliest print, the hymn is headed ‘The prayer of Josaphat 2 Chroni-
cles 20 made into song.’  Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, was informed that a 
large force of Moabites and Ammonites was coming to attack Judah.  He 
was afraid and sought the Lord, praying a lengthy prayer of deliverance.  
The Lord sent an ambush against Judah’s enemies, and they destroyed 
themselves in battle with one another without Judah having to fight at 
all.” [Lutheran Service Book Companion to the Hymns: vol. 1:615].   
 

The hymn clearly states that when earthly measures fail and hope seems 
lost, our God will not forsake us. The times of distress are tools for God to 
draw us closer to Him.  Our cries for help and the confession of our sins do 
not fall on deaf ears.  The Lord absolves repentant sinners and provides 
deliverance.  Stanza 6 brings us to songs of praise and thanksgiving to the 
one who loves and delivers His children.   
 

We, too, in times that perplex, tire and make Christians weary, can AL-
WAYS rely on our faithful God!  
 

So we with all our hearts each day to you our glad thanksgiving pay, 

Then walk obedient to your Word, and now and ever praise you, Lord. 
 

Joy in Jesus,  
Kantor Beethe 

Falk, Ben Fiedler, Lydia Hauge, Ken Heinzen, Avery Kluck, An-

nette Lach, Olivia Lang, Debra Mertes, Grace Mueller, Maggie Otto, 

Tina Parker, Barb Ramker, Trandy Revie, Krista Salas, David Skola, 

Jody Slack, Richie Thiemer, Bonnie Waack, Lynn Welles, Mark 

Wendorff, Nancy Ziebell, Nancy, Jim, Richard, Lenette, Mike, 

Zion’s homebound members. 

A “Note” from Kantor  
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News & Events 

Birthday Blessings 

Blessings to Pastor Christopher Johnson on the occasion of his Au-
gust 16 birthday.  May God continue to bless Pastor Johnson and his 
ministry. 
 

Enjoy the convenience of Electronic Giving 

In addition to mail and in-person giving, Zion offers electronic giv-
ing as a way to automate your regular offering.  Electronic giving 
offers convenience and provides ongoing donation consistency for 
our congregation.  Call the church office if you are interested.   
 

Library News 

We are currently in the process of getting our library better organ-
ized here at Zion.  We have limited space and have reached that ca-
pacity.  We are offering for FREE hard copies of books such as US 
history, biographies, etc.  You may look at what we have to offer in 
the conference room on the shelf by the phone.  Take whatever 
books you wish to have.  And, when done with the book, please keep 
it or pass it on to family or friends.  Thank you. 
 

Looking for a Missing Bible 

A white leather-covered Bible was brought to Zion and now is mis-
placed.  The Bible is 8” x 10”, has gold-edge pages, and many col-
ored pictures.  Written in the Bible are many family names, includ-
ing Alvin and Lucille Kasten, so it would be easily identified.  If you 
have this Bible, please return it to Zion.  Thank you. 
 
Congregational Q&A Session on Zion and the ELCA 

Zion will host a congregational question-and-answer session on the 
subject of the ELCA’s recent action to remove Zion’s pastors from 
the ELCA roster.  The session will be held on Sunday, August 16, at 
10:10 AM (between the 9 AM and 11 AM services), led by the 
church council.  Please feel free also to contact Pr. Gjerde with ques-
tions prior to the meeting.  
 
Thank You 

Jim Lewis is thankful for all the prayers that have been offered for 
him. 
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Sponsors Needed for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers 
Through the end of 2020, these are the dates that sponsors are 
needed for broadcasts and flowers: 

 Flowers: September 27; October 11, 18 and 25; 
November 8 and 22. 

 Radio Broadcast: August 16 
 

Please sign up on the charts by the stairs by the northwest entry by 
the church office.  Or, call the church office, 715-848-7286 if you 
would like to sponsor any of these dates.  The cost to sponsor flow-
ers is $60 and the cost to sponsor a radio broadcast is $200. 

News & Events 

The Righteous Shall Live by Faith: A Hymn Festival on Romans 

This fall on October 4, 2020, Zion was to host organist Jeffrey 
Blersch in a Hymn Festival, to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the 
Dedication of the Kegg Organ.  With other events being resched-
uled, this time of celebration has been postponed until we can all 
gather together to make music in “unabated joy.”  The hymns of the 
church carry a powerful message and this hymn festival certainly 
was to be no exception. 
 
This summer, the appointed Epistle readings are from the book of 
Romans.  So we get a foretaste of the wisdom, comfort, and assur-
ance of which Paul writes.  You may want to reread some these por-
tions of Romans: Romans 1:2; Romans 1:17; Romans 1:21; Romans 
2:5; Romans 5:10; Romans 3:24, 28-29; Romans 6:3; Romans 6:8; 
Romans 10:9; and Romans 12:9-16. Dr. Blersch carefully selected 
hymns to correspond with these lessons.  Next week I’ll share some 
of the hymns that we can anticipate singing — WHEN we gather 
our voices in song for such a festival! 
 
Here’s a “teaser” stanza:  

There is nothing worth comparing to this life-long comfort sure! 

Open-eyed my grave is staring; even there I’ll sleep secure. 

Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising: 

I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise! 
 

AMEN! Kantor Beethe 
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Sunday • August 16 (Pentecost 11) 

9:00 AM  Holy Communion; Live Radio Broadcast,  
  WSAU 550 AM 
10:10 AM Congregational Q &A at Zion 
10:15 AM Bible Study, Facebook 
11:00 AM Holy Communion 
 

Monday • August 17  (St. Johann Gerhard) 

8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Tuesday • August 18 

8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
9:00 AM Table Talk Bible Study, Facebook 
12:00 PM Music at Midday 
12:15 PM Holy Communion  
6:00 PM Elders 
7:00 PM Church Council 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Wednesday • August 19  (St. Bernard of Clairvaux) 

12:15 PM Holy Communion  
6:30 PM Vespers, Facebook 
 

Thursday • August 20 

8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:00 PM Music at Midday 
12:15 PM Holy Communion  
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Friday • August 21 

8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion  
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 

 

Saturday • August 22 

5:15 PM Holy Communion  

Calendar     for the upcoming week 
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Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@zionlutheranwausau.com      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 

 


