A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Gracious
Lord, I, a little
one, come to
You this day
looking to receive all You
have to give. I
bring nothing
this day but
open hands
to receive and
open ears to
hear the wonderful Good
News of Jesus
Christ, Immanuel, “God
with us.”
May I gladly
hear and
learn Your
Word with a
thankful
heart. Amen.

The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 6, 2020 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
It is easy to look over the “little ones,” isn’t it? Children vie for
our attention as we attend to matters we think of the utmost importance. Jesus reminds us today that these “little ones” and
other little ones (fellow Christians) are of the utmost importance. It is the will of God to not have a little one perish. In this
context, it likely means to perish eternally. May God help us all
to build up and cherish and care for little ones lest we cause one
of them to stumble and, in the end, perish eternally because of it
(18:4). The stakes couldn't be higher.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of family and friends
by Lois Haderlein.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Mark and Shelley Gehrke, in celebration
of 42 years of marriage on September 9, and in memory of loved ones.
The sponsor charts for 2020 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.
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PRELUDE
“My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker”

… Jan Bender

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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The concern
of God is always a concern with the
lost, the least,
the little ones.
The Christian
community is
a community
of the little
ones. God’s
love for the
little ones is
the sole basis
for life in this
community.
~ Richard A.
Jensen,
Preaching
Matthew’s
Gospel,
A.D. 1998

The church
judges, not
the hearts,
but the words
and deeds...So
fully has Jesus bestowed
the power of
the keys upon
His church
that, when
first one
brother spoke
to the offender and
then afterward two or
three spoke to
him, they
could bind
the impenitent by reporting to the
church for
final action,
or could
loose, absolve,
and forgive
the penitent,
thereby closing the matter forever.

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN “Praise the Almighty“
Congregation: st. 1, 2, and 5;
Vocalists: st. 3

~ R.C.H.
Lenski, The
Interpretation of Matthew’s Gospel, A.D.
1943
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APOSTOLIC GREETING and COLLECT
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
P:

Let us pray . . . O God, from whom all good proceeds: grant to
us, your humble servants, your holy inspiration, that we may
set our minds on the things that are right, and by your merciful
guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen
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Please be seated.
Four things
on earth are
small, but
they are exceedingly
wise:
The ants are a
people not
strong, yet
the provide
their food in
the summer;
The rock
badgers are a
people not
mighty, yet
they make
their homes
in the cliffs;
The locusts
have no king,
yet all of them
march in
rank;
The lizard
you can take
in your
hands, yet it
is in kings’
palaces.
~ Proverbs
30:24-28

OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 33:7-9
7“So

you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give
them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you
shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn
from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his
blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to
turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person
shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 32:1-8
L:

Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and
whose sin is put away!

C:

Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, and in
whose spirit there is no guile!

L:

While I held my tongue my bones withered away, because of
my groaning all day long.

C:

For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.

L:

Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my
guilt.

C:

I said “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then
you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
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L:

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in
time of trouble; when the great waters overflow they shall not
reach them.

C:

You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

EPISTLE Romans 13:1-10
1Let

every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there
is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists
what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do
what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4for he is God’s
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does
not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger
who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for
the sake of conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay taxes, for
the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very
thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are
owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect
is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled
the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You
shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any
other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
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L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Their [the
children] angel’s always
see God’s
face, Jesus
says. That
shows how
God watches
over these
who are the
least. That
allows us to
imagine what
a terrible sin
it is to be seductive and
destroy their
faith. When
Jesus points
to a child as
an answer to
the disciples’
question
about who is
the greatest
in the kingdom of
heaven, it’s
because a
child in ancient times
didn’t have
any rights or
claims and
least of all...

Please stand.

VERSE
L: Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia!
Blessèd are the poor in ′spirit,*
for theirs is the kingdom of ′heaven.
Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia!

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1At

that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put
him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you
turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven. 5“Whoever receives one such child in my
name receives me, 6but whoever causes one of these little ones who
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of
the sea. 7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut
it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or
lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal
fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it
away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two
eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their an8

gels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 11For the
Son of Man came to save the lost. 12What do you think? If a man
has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not
leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one
that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices
over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So
it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 15“If your brother sins against you, go and
tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you,
you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one
or two others along with you, that every charge may be established
by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I
say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again
I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it
will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or
three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

APOSTLES CREED
P:

...could be the
object of any
kind of leading position.
Those without the claim
of having deserved it.
Only those
who are (or
become) small
like that can
come into the
kingdom of
heaven and
God watches
over them as
over His darling children
and His reasons for rejoicing.

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
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~ Bo Giertz,
To Live
With
Christ,
A.D 1974

right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Then I saw a
great white
throne and
Him who was
seated on it.
From His
presence
earth and sky
fled away and
no place was
found for
them. And I
saw the dead,
great and
small, standing before the
throne, and
books were
opened. Then
another book
was opened,
which is the
book of life.
And the dead
were judged
by what was
written in the
books, according to what
they had
done.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker“
Congregation: st. 1 and 4;
Vocalists: st. 2 and 3

~ Revelation
20:11-12
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SERMON
“Of Hobbits and Men”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . Lord in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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Any structure set up in
this world
tends to take
its values
from the other
structures
that surround
it. This chapter [Matthew
18] is meant
to insure that
those values
do not
smother the
values of Jesus.
~ Raymond
E. Brown,
Christ in
the Gospels
of Ordinary
Time, A.D.
1998

The child in
Jesus’ arms
looked up to
him, depended on
him, was content with
what He did.
This was its
humility or
lowliness. It
claimed nothing, pointed
to no merits,
was proud of
no achievements. This
was the natural state of
this child;
Jesus use this
to illustrate
what the
spiritual state
of greatness is
the kingdom
is...True humility does
not hanker
after greatness, does not
even think of
it. Its very
delight lies in
being nothing. Its own
character it
its greatness...

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal or instrumental music provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper,
offering thanks to God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit.
When the Offertory ends, please stand.
“Psalm 92”
Antiphon: The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree.
It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, and to sing
praises to your name, O Most High;
to tell of your lovingkindness early in the morning and of
your faithfulness in the night season;
on the psaltery, and on the lyre, and to the melody of the
harp.
For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; and I
shout for joy because of the works of your hands.
Antiphon: The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree.
LORD, how great are your works! Your thoughts are very
deep.
For lo, your enemies, O LORD, lo, your enemies shall perish,
and all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered.
But my horn you have exalted like the horns of wild bulls; I
am anointed with fresh oil.
My eyes also gloat over my enemies, and my ears rejoice to
hear the doom of the wicked who rise up against me.
Antiphon: The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree.
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The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, and shall spread
abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.
Those who are planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish
in the courts of our God;
they shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be green and
succulent;
that they may show how upright the LORD is, my rock, in
whom there is no fault.
Antiphon: The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree.
Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen
Antiphon: The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree.
Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and great mercies. Grant us so to
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us. Amen

~ R.C.H Lenski, The Interpretation
of Matthew’s Gospel, A.D.
1943

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

...This is
greatness as
God estimates
it, this is
genuine and
not spurious
and sham as
is that which
men set up
and prize. The
paradox is
striking: the
least is the
greatest. He
who thinks of
making no
claims shall
have all that
others claim
and by claiming cannot
obtain. But
the paradox is
easily solved.
Only and
empty vessel
can God fill
with His gifts.

The Lord be with you.
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We have no
clear idea
why the
Sanctus was
placed as a
preface to the
Eucharistic
prayer and
the Words of
Institution; it
is the presence of God
that Isaiah’s
vision and the
Lord’s Supper have in
common. Like
Isaiah, we,
too, are sinful
human beings
who are about
to enter the
heavenly
court, preparing to approach the
table where
we will gaze
upon Him in
the Supper
He has prepared for us.
We are not to
seek God in
our own sinful flesh, even
if in the manner Isaiah
encountered
Him...

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
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In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for
you. As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

...or by rising up
to God as if in
spirit only, as
many Christians
in our culture
would suggest.
Even some
Christians will
ask, “Why may I
not approach
God?” What is
lacking is an
understanding
of God’s holiness
and His humanity—that it is
only “safe” and
possible to see
and approach
God in His humanity, for His
glory comes
down to us as
we gaze upon
Him in Word
and Meal; that is
as much glory as
we are able to
bear.
~ Arthur A. Just
Jr., Heaven on
Earth,
A.D 2008
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Chapter 18 [of
Matthew’s
Gospel] addresses the
inner life of
the church.
There is a remarkable concentration on
humility and
service. Rebuke, correction, even excommunication may be
necessary for
the messianic
community, as
they are for
other communities. But this
is not a community that
defines itself
first of all in
terms of
power. Greatness is measure by smallness, and the
model for receiving the
kingdom is a
child.
~ Luke Timothy Johnson,
The Writings of the
New Testament, A.D.
1999

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
The vocalists will sing the hymns.
The texts are printed for prayerful meditation during both services.
“Chief of Sinners, though I Be”
Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me,
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine, I am his, and he is mine.
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Oh, the height of Jesus’ love! Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity.
Love that found me—wondrous thought— Found me when I
sought him not.
Only Jesus can impart Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, Joy that lifts the soul to
heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod.
Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is All-in-All to me;
All my wants to him are known, All my sorrows are his own.
He sustains the hidden life Safe with him from earthly strife.
O my Savior, help afford By your Spirit and your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow
way; Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die.
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing“
Come, thou Fount of ev’ry blessing,
Tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore thee;
May I still thy goodness prove.
Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by thy help I’m come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand’ring from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed his precious blood.
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Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’m constrained to be;
Let that grace now like a fetter
Bind my wand’ring heart to thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it;
Seal it for thy courts above.

A Prayer
As You Go
We pray,
our kind
Lord and
Savior, for
all our small
ones. We
thank You
for carrying
them in
Your heart.
We pray
that You
protect them
from everything that
can take
them away
from You.
Let us become the
kind of people who
never doubt
the sincerity
of our faith.
Help us to
show what
deep security and joy
it is to believe in you.
Amen.
~ Bo Giertz

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

… Michael Burkhardt

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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