
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
God our Fa-
ther, when 
Your Son was 
born of the 
Virgin Mary 
He became 
like us in all 
things but 
sin.  May we 
who have 
been reborn 
in Him be 
free from our 
sinful ways.  
We ask this 
through our 
Lord Jesus 
Christ, Your 
Son, Who 
lives and 
reigns with 
You and the 
Holy Spirit, 
one God, for 
ever and 
ever.  Amen   
~ For All the 

Saints, III 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 20, 2020 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  What do you know about heaven? 
In our gospel lesson Jesus paints a vivid picture involving a 
master who will not be dissuaded from his generosity. Despite 
the chagrin of his laborers, he will be free to do...just what he 
would choose! So too our heavenly Father gives to you through 
the mercies of our Lord Jesus Christ: the first who became the 
last. He saves the best for Him, and gives freely to those who 
find their lives so wrapped up in this Christ that even at our 
end, even in the grave, all we can do is look forward to more of 
Him: His salvation, His life, His forgiveness, for our gain. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in memory of Lawrence O. Grade by fam-

ily and friends. 
 The flowers at the altar are sponsored in memory of Della Baker by Gary and 

Barb Kieffer. 
 The sponsor charts for 2020 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to 

sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 
Three Arrangements of “Dearest Jesus, We Are Here” 

 … John A. Behnke; Paul Manz; Benjamin Kolodziej 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 

 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-

fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. 

 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
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P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-

dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   

I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN  “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word“ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Evil cannot 
be gotten out 
of the world 
by reward 
and punish-
ment: that 
just points up 
the shortage 
of sheep and 
turns God 
into one more 
score-evening 
goat.  The 
only way to 
solve the 
problem of 
evil is for God 
to do what in 
fact he did: to 
take it out of 
the world by 
taking it into 
himself – 
down into the 
forgettery of 
Jesus’ dead 
human mind 
– and to close 
the books on 
it forever . . . . 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING and COLLECT 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray . . . Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot 
stand before you relying on anything we have done, help us 
trust in your abiding grace and live according to your Word; 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns  

 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 55:6-9 
6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is 

near; 7let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 

thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion 

on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my 

thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 

declares the LORD. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 

are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 

thoughts.”  

 

 
 
 
. . . . That 
way, the 
kingdom of 
heaven is for 
everybody; 
hell is re-
served only 
for the idiots 
who insist on 
keeping non-
existent re-
cords in their 
heads. 
~ Robert 

Farrar  
 Capon, 

Kingdom, 
Grace, 
Judgment, 
2002 A.D. 
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L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 27:1-13 

L: The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 
The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be 
afraid? 

 
C: When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, it was 

they, my foes and my adversaries, who stumbled and fell. 
 
L: Though an army should encamp against me, yet my heart shall 

not be afraid; 
 
C: and though war should rise up against me, yet will I put my 

trust in him. 
 
L: One thing have I asked of the LORD; one thing I seek; that I 

may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; 
 
C: to behold the fair beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his 

temple. 
 
L: For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; he 

shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling and set me high 
upon a rock. 

 
C: Even now he lifts up my head above my enemies round 

about me. 
 
L: Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds 

of great gladness; I will sing and make music to the LORD. 
 
C: Hearken to my voice, O LORD, when I call; have mercy on me 

and answer me. 
 
 

A radical Lu-
theranism 
would be one 
that regains 
the courage 
and the nerve 
to preach the 
gospel uncon-
ditionally; 
simply to let 
the bird of the 
Spirit fly! 
There is too 
much timid-
ity, to much 
worry that 
the gospel is 
going to harm 
someone, too 
much of a 
tendency to 
buffer the 
message to 
bring it under 
control. It is 
essential to 
see that eve-
rything 
hangs in the 
balance here. 
Faith comes 
by hearing…
We tremble 
on the brink 
of freedom. 
~ Gerhard O. 

Forde, 1987 
A.D 
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L: You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” Your face, 
LORD, will I seek. 

 
C: Hide not your face from me, nor turn away your servant in 

displeasure. 
 
L: You have been my helper; cast me not away; do not forsake 

me, O God of my salvation. 
 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen 

 

EPISTLE  Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 
12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has 
really served to advance the gospel, 13so that it has become known 
throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my im-
prisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having be-
come confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more 
bold to speak the word without fear. . . .19for I know that through 
your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn 
out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope 
that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as 
always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by 
death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live 
in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall 
choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. My de-
sire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to re-
main in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25Convinced of 
this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your 
progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may have ample 
cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you 
again.27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may 
hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 
striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened 
in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their 
destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29For it has 
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been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only 
believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the same 
conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 
L: Alleluia, Alleluia! 

By grace you have been ′saved through faith.* 
And this is not your own doing; it is the ′gift of God. 

 Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house 

who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vine-

yard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent 

them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw 

others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You 

go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So 

they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth 

hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out 

and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you 

stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has 

hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And 

when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 

‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the 

last, up to the first.’ 9And when those hired about the eleventh hour 

came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired 

The son who 
was righteous 
is shown to 
have suffered 
from this 
same fault 
when he saw 
his prodigal 
brother enjoy-
ing great 
honor, even 
more than 
himself. So 
just as the 
one group 
received 
greater re-
ward in being 
the first to 
receive it, so 
the other 
group was 
more highly 
honored by 
the abun-
dance of the 
gifts; and to 
these that 
righteous son 
bears witness. 
What then 
can we say? 
In the king-
dom of 
heaven there 
is no one who 
justifies him-
self or blames 
others in this 
way; perish 
the thought!. 
. . . 
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first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them 

also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the 

master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, 

and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 

of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, 

‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a 

denarius? 14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to 

this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what        

I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my gener-

osity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.”  
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was con-

ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he 

rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the liv-

ing and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrec-

tion of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

. . . .That 
place is pure 
and free form 
envy and jeal-
ousy. For if 
the saints 
when they are 
here give 
their lives for 
sinners, how 
much more do 
they rejoice 
when they see 
them there 
enjoying re-
wards and 
consider their 
blessings to 
be their 
own...When 
we have 
learned the 
point of the 
parable as 
composed, we 
should reap 
this harvest 
and not be 
overly par-
ticular about 
further de-
tails.  
~John  
 Chry-

sostom,  
 378 A.D. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “Salvation unto Us Has Come“ 
      Congregation:  stanzas 1, 3, and 5 
      Vocal Ensemble: stanzas 2 and 4 
 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON  
“The Best for the Last” 

 

Please kneel. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 

 

P: . . . Lord in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERTORY   
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal or instrumen-

tal music provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper, 

offering thanks to God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit.  

When the Offertory ends, please stand. 

 
“Here, Oh My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face“ 
 

Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face; 
Here would I touch and handle things unseen; 
Here grasp with firmer hand the eternal grace, 
And all my weariness upon thee lean. 
 
Here would I feed upon the bread of God, 
Here drink with thee the royal wine of heav’n; 
Here would I lay aside each earthly load, 
Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiv’n. 
 
(continued on the next page . . . ) 
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This is the hour of banquet and of song; 
This is the heav’nly table spread for me; 
Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong 
The brief bright hour of fellowship with thee. 
 
I have no help but thine; nor do I need 
Another arm save thine to lean upon; 
It is enough, O Lord, enough indeed; 
My strength is in thy might, thy might alone. 
 
Mine is the sin, but thine the righteousness; 
Mine is the guilt, but thine the cleansing blood; 
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 
Thy blood, thy righteousness, O Lord my God. 
 
Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone. 
The bread and wine remove, but thou art here, 
Nearer than ever, still my shield and sun. 
 
Feast after feast thus comes and passes by; 
Yet, passing, points to the glad feast above, 
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 
The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 

 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen 

 

 

 

What we 
must always 
remember 
when we go 
to the Lord’s 
Supper is that 
we commune 
with Christ 
and that 
wherever 
Christ is, 
there is 
heaven. And 
this commun-
ion includes 
all the saints 
who have died 
and risen in 
Christ: Abra-
ham, Isaac, 
Jacob, David, 
Ruth, Peter, 
Paul, our 
grandparents 
and great-
grandpar-
ents—
perhaps even 
our spouses 
or our chil-
dren—and all 
the saints 
now living all 
over the 
world, and 
those still to 
come. After 
someone dies, 
it is good to 
thing of them 
at the Lord’s. 
. . . 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

. . .Supper, 
knowing that 
as we com-
mune here 
below at the 
table of the 
Lamb and 
sing His 
songs, we do 
join them 
since they are 
simultane-
ously com-
muning at the 
marriage feast 
of the Lamb in 
His kingdom 
that knows no 
end, and sing-
ing the songs 
of the Lamb 
with angels 
and archan-
gels. In 
Christ, in that 
great mystery 
of our union 
with Him, we 
are joined to 
all who are 
joined to Him. 
~Arthur A. 

Just Jr., 
2008 A.D. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 

which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 
 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 

often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for 

you.  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 
hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 
come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You did not 
choose me, but 
I chose you 
and appointed 
you that you 
should bear 
fruit and that 
your fruit 
should abide, 
so whatever 
you as the Fa-
ther in my 
name, he may 
give it to you. 
~The Gospel 

According to 
St. John 
Chapter 15, 
verse 16. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
The vocalists will sing the hymns. 

The texts are printed for prayerful meditation during both services. 

 

“Lord of All Hopefulness” 

 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 
    Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
    Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

 
 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
    Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 
    Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

 
 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace: 
    Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
    Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

 
 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 
    Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
    Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

 

“For Me to Live Is Jesus“ 

 For me to live is Jesus, 
    To die is gain for me; 
So when my Savior pleases, 
    I meet death willingly. 

 
 For Christ, my Lord, my brother, 

    I leave this world so dim 
And gladly seek another, 
    Where I shall be with Him. 

 
 My woes are nearly over, 

    Though long and dark the road; 
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My sin His merits cover, 
    And I have peace with God. 

 
 Lord, when my pow’rs are failing, 

    My breath comes heavily, 
And words are unavailing, 
    O hear my sighs to Thee. 

 
 In my last hour, O grant me 

    A slumber soft and still, 
No doubts to vex or haunt me, 
    Safe anchored in Thy will; 

 
 And so to Thee still cleaving 

    When death shall come to me, 
I fall asleep believing 
    And wake in heav’n with Thee! 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 

in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 

faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
As You Go 
Grant, we be-
seech thee, 
merciful God, 
that we who 
worship thee 
in thy church 
may be wit-
nesses unto 
thee in the 
world; through 
the might of 
Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
Amen 
~ A. Campbell 

Fraser,  
 A Book of 

Prayer,  
 1932 A.D. 
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SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Toccata Festiva” … Franklin Ritter 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the 
east balcony, above the Baptistery.  Children will gather first in the Bap-
tistery area and then proceed up the steps together.   
 
Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday 
School time.  Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the 
elevator) after the music portion.  Please reclaim your children at 10:45 
a.m.  
 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
Preaching: The Rev. Joseph Pinzl 

Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Assisting: The Rev. Christopher Johnson (at Bethany, 10:30) 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Vocal Ensemble: Rick Hovda; Jim Speckhard 

Trumpet: Kevin Short 

Lector: Bill Metter 

Radio Announcer: Paul Fandrey 

Acolyte: Ashtyn Fernstaedt 

Elder: Landis Holdorf 

Ushers: Mark Gehrke; Grace Mueller;  
   Frank and Tammie Rodemeier 
Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen; Janet Dettmering 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Associate Pastor Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


