A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Heaven Father, You
know my
mind and
heart and
You have
given Your
Holy Spirit to
make me
pure and
holy. Continue to sanctify me that I
would reflect
Your glory,
mercy, and
love. Lead
me, guide me,
and help me
once again to
behold how
amazing it is
You sent
Your Son to
rescue me
from sin and
all evil.
Amen.

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 4, 2020 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
Today’s parable can make us wonder: Would I have treated the
beloved Son of God the way so many others did years ago? Perish the thought! It’s precisely at moments like these where we
are to stop looking at our own hearts and look to the heart of
God revealed in Jesus Christ. Though full of enemies, the Father
sent His Son into this world. Though we once were enemies
with God, through Christ we are made friends and inheritors of
all He is and all He has. Thanks be to God for such a blessed exchange!

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Maureen and Rosalind Rouse in loving
memory of their mother, Laurel Karzel Rouse. Laurel joined the heavenly chorus
on October 1, 2015.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Maureen and Rosalind Rouse in praise
and thanksgiving for answered prayers and blessings received!
The flowers at the lectern and pulpit are sponsored by Kathy LaPorte in celebration of her birthday on October 4.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
“How Great Thou Art”

… Robert A. Hobby and Albert Zabel

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN “How Great Thou Art“
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APOSTOLIC GREETING and COLLECT
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
P:

C:

Let us pray . . . Gracious God, you gave your Son into the
hands of sinful men who killed him. Forgive us when we reject your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen

Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 5:1-7
1Let

me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2He dug it and
cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a
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Mercy and
wrath are the
two ways in
which God
meets men.
He who will
not accept
God’s mercy
stands under
God’s wrath.
There are
these two possibilities, but
no third.
~ Anders
Nygren,
Commentary on Romans,
A.D. 1949

When the
prophets were
sent to Israel,
God expected
the fruits of
contrition,
faith, and
obedience. It
is a mistake to
think only of
the law and of
fruits which
the law might
work, namely,
“the need of a
redemption.”
Vineyard
means law
and gospel,
the full riches
of divine
grace with
fruits according, the chief
of these being
faith.
~ R.C.H.
Lenski,
Interpretation of St.
Matthew’s
Gospel,
A.D. 1943

watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and
he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 3And
now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between
me and my vineyard. 4What more was there to do for my vineyard,
that I have not done in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why
did it yield wild grapes? 5And now I will tell you what I will do to
my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I
will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6I will
make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and
thorns shall grow up; I will also command the clouds that they rain
no rain upon it. 7For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house
of Israel, and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting; and he
looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an outcry!
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 80:7-18
P:

Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

C:

You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it.

P:

You prepared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.

C:

The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.

P:

You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the
river.

C:

Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by
pluck off its grapes?
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P:

The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the
field have grazed upon it.

C:

Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold
and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has
planted.

P:

They burn it with fire like rubbish; at the rebuke of your countenance let them perish.

C:

Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, the son
of man you have made so strong for yourself.

P:

And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we
may call upon your name.

C:

Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; show the light of your
countenance, and we shall be saved.

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

EPISTLE Philippians 3:4b-14
4bIf

anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh,
I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel,
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness,
under the law blameless. 7But whatever gain I had, I counted as
loss for the sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but
that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God that depends on faith— 10that I may know him and the power
of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like
him in his death, 11that by any means possible I may attain the res7

Though
[Jesus] would
be rejected
and mistreated like
the son in the
parable,
though He
would be discarded as defective by
those who
supposedly
knew about
such things,
He would
become the
cornerstone,
the allimportant
figure in the
Father’s plan.
~ R.C.
Sproul,
Matthew,
A.D. 2013

urrection from the dead. 12Not that I have already obtained this or
am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not consider that
I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward
the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
L: Alleluia, Alleluia!
The stone that the builders rejected has become the
′cornerstone;*
this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous ′in our eyes.
Alleluia, Alleluia!

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
33[Jesus

said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house
who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into
another country. 34When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his
servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35And the tenants took his
servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again
he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same
to them. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect
my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 39And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and
killed him. 40When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes,
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what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put
those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to
other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 42Jesus
said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone
that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the
Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 43Therefore I tell
you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to
a people producing its fruits. 44And the one who falls on this stone
will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush
him.” 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables,
they perceived that he was speaking about them. 46And although
they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because
they held him to be a prophet.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.
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The owner is
acting out of
unspeakable
nobility and
he profoundly
hopes that his
choice of total
vulnerability
will awake a
longforgotten
sense of honor
in the hearts
of the violent
men who are
waiting in the
vineyard. He
is willing to
take this risk.
His servants
had already
been beaten
and wounded.
Yet, he will
risk an even
greater loss.
~ Kenneth E.
Bailey,
Jesus
Through
Middle
Eastern
Eyes,
A.D. 2008

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Love, How Deep“
The rejection
suffered by
Jesus is in
line with that
endured by
the prophets.
Because Jesus
is the last and
definitive
messenger of
God—God’s
own son—the
consequences
for rejecting
him are
bound to be
dire. For
Matthew that
conviction
was confirmed in the
terrible
events of the
destruction of
Jerusalem in
AD 70. He
also sees
traces of
God’s overarching plan
of salvation
in the midst
of this tragedy...

5

For us by wickedness betrayed,
For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,
He bore the shameful cross and death;
For us He gave His dying breath.

6

For us He rose from death again;
For us He went on high to reign;
For us He sent His Spirit here
To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

D

7 All glory to our Lord and God
For love so deep, so high, so broad;
The Trinity whom we adore
Forever and forevermore.
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SERMON
“With All Due Respect”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . Lord in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal or instrumental music provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper,
offering thanks to God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit.
When the Offertory ends, please stand.
“Christ, the Word of God Incarnate” (printed on the next 2 pages)
Vocalists: stanzas 1—4
Congregation: stanzas 5—6
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If Israel fails
to respond to
God’s message of repentance and
salvation, the
Gentiles will
respond.
Therefore the
privileged
role of the
tenants will
be handed
over to others
who will produce a harvest.
~ Daniel
Senior, The
Gospel of
Matthew,
A.D. 1997

Vocalists: stanzas 1—4

[The] parable
predicts the
end-time
events connected to Jesus’ present
ministry in
the generation of His
contemporaries. Those
events are
Jesus’ death,
His vindication, His exaltation, the
destruction of
Jerusalem,
and the existence of the
church as the
end-time people of God
living in the
sphere of His
rule.
~ Jeffery A.
Gibbs,
Jerusalem
and
Parousia,
A.D. 2000

1

Christ, the Word of God incarnate,
Lord and Son of Abraham;
Christ, the radiance of the Father,
Perfect God, the great I AM;
Christ, the light, You shine unvanquished,
Light and life You bring to all;
Light our path with Your own presence,
Grant us grace to heed Your call.

2

Christ, the living bread from heaven,
Food for body, food for soul;
Christ, the manna daily given,
Nourish, strengthen, make us whole.
Feed us with the food of heaven,
Foretaste of the feast to be;
Quench our thirst with living water
Springing up eternally.

3

Christ, the shoot that springs triumphant
From the stump of Jesse’s tree;
Christ, true vine, You nurture branches
To bear fruit abundantly.
Graft us into You, O Savior;
Prune our hearts so we remain
Fruitful branches in Your vineyard
Till eternal life we gain.

4

Christ, our good and faithful shepherd,
Watching all Your lambs and sheep;
Christ, the gate that guards the sheepfold,
Never-failing vigil keep.
When we stray, Good Shepherd, seek us,
Find us, lift us, bear us home;
Lamb of God, our shepherd, keep us;
Let us hear Your voice alone.
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Congregation: stanzas 5—6

Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and great mercies. Grant us so to
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.
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When the
pastor sings,
“Lift up your
hears,” and
the people
chant in return, “We lift
them to the
Lord,” the
Church is
confessing:
“Our citizen
ship is in
heaven. And
we eagerly
await a Savior from
there, the
Lord Jesus
Christ” who
is about to
come and
speak this
bread and
wine into his
body and
blood and
thereby
“transform
our lowly
bodies so they
will be like
his glorious
body” (Philip
pians 3:2021).
~ Benjamin
Mayes,
Concordia
Pulpit Resources,
A.D. 2005

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
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In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for
you. As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
The vocalists will sing the hymns.
The texts are printed for prayerful meditation.
“Let Us Break Bread Together”

Let us break bread together on our knees;
Let us break bread together on our knees.
When I fall on my knees, With my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.
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Let us drink wine together on our knees;
Let us drink wine together on our knees.
When I fall on my knees, With my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.
Let us praise God together on our knees;
Let us praise God together on our knees.
When I fall on my knees, With my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.
“Christ Is Our Cornerstone“

Christ is our cornerstone,
On Him alone we build;
With His true saints alone
The courts of heav’n are filled.
On His great love
Our hopes we place
Of present grace
And joys above.
Here may we gain from heav’n
The grace which we implore,
And may that grace, once giv’n,
Be with us evermore
Until that day
When all the blest
To endless rest
Are called away.
Oh, then, with hymns of praise
These hallowed courts shall ring;
Our voices we will raise
The Three in One to sing
And thus proclaim
In joyful song,
Both loud and long,
That glorious name.

As people who
have received
the Kingdom,
we have become productive and fruitful in His service. This is
not because we
have power to
produce fruit
in and of ourselves, but because God has
seen fit to
work in and
through us...
the fruitfulness of God’s
people is reason for celebration, encouragement, and
thanksgiving
for the work
God is doing
among us in
Christ.
~ Peter
Nafzger,
Gospel Reflection on
1517.org,
A.D. 2020
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Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A Prayer
As You Go
Gracious
Lord, having been
fed with
the Bread
of Life, the
Medicine
of Immortality, Your
precious
Body and
Blood, continue to
lead me
this week
as I seek to
bring glory
to Your
holy name
both in
word and
in deed. In
Jesus’
name I
pray.
Amen.

P:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Trumpet Tune in B ♭ ”

… Tomaso Giovanni Albinoni

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the
east balcony, above the Baptistery. Children will gather first in the Baptistery area and then proceed up the steps together.
Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday
School time. Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the
elevator) after the music portion. Please reclaim your children at 10:45
a.m.

18

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
(Pr. Gjerde and Pr. Gulhaugen at Bethany)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Vocal Ensemble: Rick Hovda; Carter Kulesa, Cyndi Reuter; Jim Speckhard
Trumpet: Chad Premeau
Lector: Lynn Budnik
Radio Announcer: Dick Ames
Acolyte: Noah Harter
Elder: Robb Halverson
Ushers: Donald Budnik; Fred Fenhaus; Robb Halverson
Altar Guild: Anna Mae Zeinemann
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com

Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Kantor Irene Beethe
Office Manager Pam Gabriel
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To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
www.lutherancore.org
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