Feast of the Reformation
October 25, 2020 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.
Zion Lutheran Church + Wausau, Wisconsin

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in memory of Charles Brandenburg’s
birthday, October 31, 1910, by his wife, Adeline Brandenburg and family.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Donna and Pam in celebration of Anna
Mae Zeinemann’s birthday.
The flowers at the lectern and pulpit are sponsored by Carl Boettcher in celebration of his 85th birthday on October 22.

Altar Area

1

To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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Today’s liturgy follows the pattern of Martin Luther’s German
Mass, or Deutsche Messe, arranged by the Reformer in 1526 A.D.

PRELUDES
Fughetta on “A Mighty Fortress”
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

… Michael D. Costello
… Jeffrey Blersch

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn towards the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
Concertato: “A Mighty Fortress”

… arr. by Jeffrey Blersch

Congregation: stanzas 1, 2 and 4
Vocalists: stanza 3
(printed on the next page)

The first and
chief article is
this: Jesus
Christ, our
God and
Lord, died for
our sins and
was raised
again for our
justification...Upon
this article
everything
that we teach
and practice
depends, in
opposition to
the pope, the
devil, and the
whole world.
Therefore, we
must be certain and not
doubt this
doctrine.
Otherwise, all
is lost, and
the pope, the
devil, and all
adversaries
win the victory and the
right over us.
~ Martin
Luther,
“Smalcald
Articles,”
Article I
(A.D. 1537)
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The Gospel
convicts all
people that
they are under
sin, that they
are subject to
eternal wrath
and death. It
offers, for
Christ’s sake,
forgiveness of
sin and justification,
which is
received
through faith.
The preaching
of repentance
(which accuses us) terrifies consciences with
true and
grave terrors.
In these matters, hearts
ought to receive consolation again.
This happens
if they believe
Christ’s
promise, that
for His sake
we have forgiveness of
sins...
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Please kneel.

KYRIE “Out of the Depths I Cry to You”
Vocalists: stanza 1
Congregation: stanza 2

This faith,
encouraging
and consoling
in these fears,
receives forgiveness, of
sins, justifies,
and gives life.
For this consolation is a
new birth and
spiritual life.
These things
are plain and
clear and can
be understood
by the pious.
…We speak
of the kind of
faith that is
not an idle
thought, but
that liberates
form death
and produces
a new life in
hearts. This is
the work of
the Holy
Spirit.
~ Apology to
the Augsburg Confession,
Article IV
(A.D. 1531)

Please stand.
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GLORIA “All Glory Be to God on High”
Congregation: stanzas 1, 2, and 4
Vocalists: stanza 3

It is certain
that man
must utterly
despair of his
own ability
before he is
prepared to
receive the
grace of
Christ.
~ Martin
Luther, the
18th thesis
of the Heidelberg
Theses
(A.D. 1518)
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SALUTATION and COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out your
Holy Spirit upon your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in
your Word, protect and comfort us in all temptations, defend
us against all our enemies, and bestow on the Church your
saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON Revelation 14:6-7
6Then

I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal
gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation
and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud
voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the
sea and the springs of water.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 46 - (sung by the Vocal Ensemble)
Antiphon: God is our refuge and strength,
our only help in trouble.
God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
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He is not
righteous who
does much, but
he who, without work, believes much in
Christ.
The law says,
“do this,” and
it is never
done. Grace
says, “believe
in this,” and
everything is
already done.
~ Martin
Luther, the
25th and
26th theses
of the Heidelberg
Theses
(A.D. 1518)

Therefore we will not fear though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the
sea;
though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult.

The love of
God does not
find, but creates, that
which is
pleasing to it.
The love of
man comes
into being
through that
which is
pleasing to it.
~ Martin
Luther, the
28th thesis
of the Heidelberg
Theses
(A.D. 1518)

The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Antiphon
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown;
God shall help her at the break of day.
The nations make much ado and the kingdoms are shaken;
God has spoken and the earth shall melt away.
The LORD of hosts is with us;*
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Antiphon
Come now and look upon the works of the LORD,
what awesome things he has done on earth.
It is he who makes wars to cease in all the world;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear,
and burns the shields with fire.
“Be still then and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted in the earth.”
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The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen
Antiphon

SECOND LESSON Romans 3:19-28
19Now

we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who
are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the
whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the
law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the
law comes knowledge of sin. 21But now the righteousness of God
has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the
Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and
are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former
sins. 26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that
he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind
of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we
hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
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Rather than
seeking its
own good, the
love of God
flows forth
and bestows
good. Therefore sinners
are attractive
because they
are loved;
they are not
loved because
they are attractive...This
is the love of
the cross,
born of the
cross, which
turns in the
direction
where it does
not find good
which it may
enjoy, but
where it may
confer good
upon the bad
and needy
person.
~ Martin
Luther, explanation to
the 28th
thesis of the
Heidelberg
Theses
(A.D. 1518)

GRADUAL HYMN “To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray”

John and Jesus would not
accommodate
themselves to
the fickle
multitudes
with their
moods and
notions. The
parable is not
trying to explain the
small success
of John and of
Jesus but pictures the
silly, childish
way in which
this generation, which
had both John
and Jesus before their
eyes, passed
judgment on
them both...

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
12[Jesus

said:] “From the days of John the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by
force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until
John, 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to
come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 16“But to what shall
I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 17“‘We played the flute for
you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not
mourn.’ 18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say,
‘He has a demon.’ 19The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and
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they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Faith of Our Fathers”

SERMON
“The God We Need”
Please kneel.
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...What they
demand of
John they
condemned in
Jesus; what
they condemned in
John they demanded of
Jesus. In reality, both actions they
condemned
themselves…
The viciousness of the
charges, both
against John
and against
Jesus, is apparent. Jesus
scorns to enter into any
sort of defense.
~ R.C.H.
Lenski, Interpretation
of Matthew,
A.D. 1943

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:
[Jesus] was
stating that if
someone takes
a course of
action, the
consequences
of that action
will demonstrate
whether it
was a prudent course or
not. A wise
course will
yield positive
“children,”
that is, results. So, Jesus was saying that the
fruit that
would come
from His
ministry and
John’s ministry would
demonstrate
that they
were godly
men.

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal or instrumental music provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper,
offering thanks to God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit.
When the Offertory ends, please stand.
“We All Believe in One True God” (printed on the next page)
Vocalists: Stanza 1
Congregation: Stanzas 2 and 3

~ R.C.
Sproul,
Matthew,
A.D. 2013
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Choir:
All:
All:

Thank God, a
seven-year-old
child knows
what the
Church is,
namely, the
holy believers
and lambs
who hear the
voice of their
Shepherd. For
the children
pray, “I believe in one
holy Christian
Church.”
~ Martin
Luther,
“Smalcald
Articles,”
Article XII
(A.D. 1537)

Please stand.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to you, O Lord our God, king of
all creation, for you have had mercy on us and given your
only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. Grant us your Spirit, gracious
Father, that we may give heed to the testament of your Son in
true faith and, above all, firmly take to heart the words with
which Christ gives to us his body and blood for our forgiveness. By your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for
the boundless love which he manifested to us when, by pouring out his precious blood, he saved us from your righteous
wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may receive
his body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of his salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His command, and with His own words, we receive his testament:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

SANCTUS “Isaiah in a Vision Did of Old”
Vocalists:
Isaiah in a vision did of old
The Lord of hosts enthroned on high behold;
His splendid train was wide outspread until
Its streaming glory did the temple fill.
Above his throne the shining seraphim
With sixfold wings did rev’rence unto him:
With two each seraph hid his glorious face,
And two about his feet did interlace,
And with the other two he soared on high;
And one unto another thus did cry:
Congregation:
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Vocalists:
The beams and lintels at their crying shook,
And all the house was filled with billowing smoke.

PEACE
Of the Sacrament of the
Altar, we
hold that the
bread and
wine in the
Supper are
Christ’s true
body and
blood.

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for
you. As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

~ Martin
Luther,
“Smalcald
Articles,”
Article II,
A.D. 1537
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“I Come, O Savior, to Your Table”
I come, O Savior, to your table,
For weak and weary is my soul;
You, Bread of life, alone are able
To satisfy and make me whole.
Refrain: Lord, may your body and your blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

(continued on the next page . . . )
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It is not right
to use the Sacrament that
belongs to the
community of
the Church for
one’s own private devotion.
It is wrong to
toy with the
Sacrament
without God’s
Word and
apart from the
community of
the Church.
~ Martin
Luther,
“Smalcald
Articles,”
Article II,
A.D. 1537

Your body, giv’n for me, O Savior;
Your blood, which once for me was shed:
These are my life and strength forever,
By them my hungry soul is fed. Refrain

The true
treasure of
the church is
the most holy
gospel of the
glory and
grace of God.
But this
treasure is
naturally
most odious
for it makes
the first to be
last.
~ Martin
Luther, the
62nd and
63rd theses of the
95 Theses,
A.D. 1517

With you, Lord, I am now united;
You live in me and I in you.
No sorrow fills my soul; delighted
It finds its deepest joy in you. Refrain
My heart has now become your dwelling,
O blessed, holy Trinity.
With angels I, your praises telling,
Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain
“Truly Present, Christ Is With Us” … Wismar arr. Gieseke
“O Lord, We Praise You”
O Lord, we praise you, bless you, and adore you,
In thanksgiving bow before you.
Here with your body and your blood you nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish.
O Lord, have mercy!
May your body, Lord, born of Mary,
That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And your blood for us plead
In all trial, fear, and need:
O Lord, have mercy!
Your holy body into death was given,
Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to you could bind us;
May this feast of that remind us!
O Lord, have mercy!
(continued on the next page . . . )
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Lord, your kindness did so much did move you
That your blood now moves us to love you.
All our debt you have paid;
Peace with God once more is made:
O Lord, have mercy!
May God bestow on us his grace and favor
To please him with our behavior
And live together here in love and union,
Nor repent this blest communion.
O Lord, have mercy!
Let not your good Spirit forsake us,
But that heav’nly-minded he make us;
Give your Church, Lord, to see
Days of peace and unity.
O Lord, have mercy!
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C: Amen
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A sacrament is
an action in
which the Word
of God does
something to us
through the
earthly sign. It
is an action in
which God gets
through to us in
a concrete
way...a sacrament is particular. It has your
name on it.
Your body is
washed with
tater; the hand is
placed on your
head; the bread
is placed on
your lips and
the wine poured
into your
mouth. The sacraments are
God’s way of
saying: “Here,
the promise is
for you.”
~ Gerhard
Forde, Where
God Meets
Man,
A.D 1972

Please turn towards the cross as it carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Built on a Rock” (sung by all)
Christians
are to be exhorted to be
diligent in
following
Christ, their
head, through
penalties,
death, and
hell.
And thus be
confident of
entering into
heave through
many tribulations, rather
than through
the false assurance of
peace.
~ Martin
Luther, the
94th and
95th theses
of the 95
Theses,
A.D. 1517
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A Prayer
as You Go

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Built on a Rock”

… Jacob B. Weber

SUNDAY SCHOOL
There is no Sunday School today. It will resume on November 1.

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Almighty
God, your
Holy Spirit
gives to one
the word of
wisdom, and
to another the
word of
knowledge,
and to another the
word of faith.
We praise
you for the
gifts of grace
imparted to
the Reformers, and we
pray that by
their teaching
we may be
led to a fuller
knowledge of
the truth
which we
have seen in
your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
(LBW p. 38)

Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde (at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Vocal Ensemble: Jessica Ray; Cyndi Reuter;
Jim Speckhard; Steve Zeinemann
Trumpet: Kevin Short
Lector: (9:00) Jewell Holdorf
(11:00) Gary Gisselman
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Ryan Fernstaedt
Acolytes: (9:00) Madison Cornell; Michael Cornell;
Ethan Hochberger
(11:00) Ella Johnson
Elder: (9:00) Ken Rodemeier
(11:00) Abby Daniels
Ushers: (9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Steve and Marlene Kroening;
Ken Rodemeier
(11:00) Al Lippert
Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Julie Sweeney
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com

Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
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Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Kantor Irene Beethe
Office Manager Pam Gabriel
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
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