A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
The Spirit
and the bride
say, Come.
And let him
that heareth
say, Come.
And let him
that is athirst
come. And
whosoever
will, let him
take the water of life
freely.
~ Revelation
22:17
Even so,
come, Lord
Jesus.
~ Revelation
22:20

The First Sunday in Advent
November 29, 2020 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. “Hosanna!” Why did the people
shout that word when Jesus came into the city, and why do we
still say it today when Jesus comes to the altar? Answering
that question will lead us into the first of four sermons for this
Advent on “The Presence of Jesus.” How is Jesus present with
His people? What does His presence call us to be and do?

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of Lorraine Zilisch,
who died December 2, 2019, from her family and friends.
Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season.
The Radio Broadcast and Flower sponsor sign-up charts for 2021 will be available
later in December.

Preludes During Advent
A prelude played with chimes alone sounds a different note for us this season, a stark
contrast to the mad rush of noise and color and travel that surrounds us. It’s simple,
quiet, and plain, the sounds of a patient heart that beats in the joyful yet still confidence of the Lord’s promise to come soon.

The Blessing of Advent
Many people . . . are surprised, even baffled, to learn that we do not sing
Christmas hymns or decorate churches until December 24. The month of December is
spent, instead, in the observance of a somewhat mysterious season called Advent.
The season of Advent has prime teaching significance because its themes are:
(1) the darkness of a world condemned, given over by God to its own sin, and (2) the
advancing rays of the Daystar, the One Who comes into such a world to bear its sin
away—God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God.
The Church emphasizes the Advent season as time to look very seriously into
the darkness of our situation before leaping too quickly or too cheaply into the light.
Advent is a time for focusing on the gravity of the human predicament which the
Lamb of God took upon Himself, the broken condition of the world in which the
Word was made flesh.
Advent is more representative of the Church’s life than any other season.
~ Church of St. Michael and St. George, Clayton, MO, 1996 A.D.
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PRELUDE
A Selection of Hymns for Advent I

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

In a very real
sense, the
Christian
community
lives in Advent all the
time; it is
“The Time
Between” (W.
H. Auden).
The people of
God live at
the very frontier of the
ages – The
Time Between the
first coming
of Christ, hidden in the
stable in
Bethlehem,
and His second coming
in glory, to
judge the living and the
dead . . . .
[continued
next page]

Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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. . . . In The
Time Between,
our lives are
hidden with
Christ in God;
“when Christ,
Who is our
life, appears,
then you also
will appear
with Him in
glory” (Colossi
ans 3:3-4).
Advent contains within
itself the perfect balance of
the now and
the not-yet; the
hiddenness,
suffering and
pain of the
Christian life
in this world
now is held in
dynamic tension with the
promise of future glory
which is yet to
come. In the
Advent tension, the
Church lives
its life.
~ Church of
St. Michael
and St.
George, bulletin, 1996
(Clayton,
MO)

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly
deserved your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P:

Upon this, your confession, I announce the grace of God to all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway”
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GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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The Christian
calling, or
vocation, is to
be in prayer,
in the Spirit,
at the place
where the
world is in
pain, and as
we embrace
that vocation,
we discover it
to be the way
of following
Christ,
shaped according to his
messianic
vocation to
the cross,
with arms
outstretched,
holding on
simultaneously to the
pain of the
world and to
the love of
God.
~ N. T.
Wright,
The Challenge of
Jesus

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

COLLECT
P:

Let us pray . . . Stir up your power, O Lord, and come, that by
your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils
of our sins and saved by your mighty deliverance; for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 64:1-9
1Oh

that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the
mountains might quake at your presence—2 as when fire kindles
brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name
known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at
your presence! 3When you did awesome things that we did not
look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has
seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. 5You
meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember
you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our
sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 6We have all
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are
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like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities,
like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls upon your
name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden
your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 8But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and
you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, and remember not iniquity forever. Behold,
please look, we are all your people.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 80:1-7
L: Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine
forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
C: In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up
your strength and come to help us.
L: Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance,
and we shall be saved.
C: O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angered despite
the prayers of your people?
L: You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given
them bowls of tears to drink.
C: You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our
enemies laugh us to scorn.
L: Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance,
and we shall be saved.
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Notice the
BLUE in
Zion’s
stained glass,
glowing powerfully in
every window. Zion
waits for Jesus, and so it
wears blue,
the traditional color of
the Virgin
Mary, who
waited in
great expectancy for the
birth of her
Son. We are
an Advent
church.

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
It is Advent,
the weeks before Christmas, which
means we are
waiting for
Jesus. It is
the season of
expectation,
of being
primed and
pumped, the
season during
which you are
supposed to
cultivate
longing for
Him, the type
of longing
you feel when
your beloved
has been out
of town for
three weeks
but you know
he is coming
home tonight.
~ Lauren F.
Winner,
Girl Meets
God

3Grace

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the
grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way
you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—6even
as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—7so that
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
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GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 11th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1When

they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2and said to
them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you
enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie
it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’
say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” 4And they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. 5And some of those standing
there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6And
they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 7And
they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he
sat on it. 8And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others
spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 9And those
who went before and those who followed were shouting,
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord! 10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!
Hosanna in the highest!”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was cruci9

fied under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for  the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Savior of the Nations, Come”
Vocal Ensemble: stanzas 3 and 6

10

SERMON
The Presence of Jesus, Part One: Hosanna
Please kneel.

RITE OF INSTALLATION
P:

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

Beloved in the Lord: through the good order of the Church, the
Reverend Joseph Colin Pinzl has been called by the Lord of the
Church to serve as a deployed chaplain of Zion in the United
States Navy.
Our Lord Jesus Christ says: “Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, even so I send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20:21-23)
And again: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you;
and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.”
(Matthew 28:18-20)
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As God sent
His Son into
the world to
save it, so
does He send
His Son’s
preacher to
share the
good news of
this salvation,
that all may
believe and
wait patiently
for the Lord’s
coming.
On this day,
we keep in
step with the
Lord’s good
work by installing
Chaplain
Pinzl as a
deployed
chaplain to
the US
Navy . . . .

. . . While re-

ceiving all of
his compensation and financial support from the
Navy, Chaplain Pinzl
will nevertheless maintain
a spiritual
connection at
Zion as we
support him
in love and
prayer.
This arrangement accords
with the good
order of the
Church,
which requires that no
one publicly
teach or administer sacraments without “a rightly
ordered
call” (Augsbu
rg Confession
XIV, 1530
A.D.). Chaplain Pinzl’s
call therefore
resides with
Zion, though
his field of
labor is in the
armed services.

Hear the words addressed to Timothy: “Set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Till I
come, attend to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching, to
teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given
you by prophetic utterance when the council of elders laid their
hands upon you. Practice these duties, devote yourself to them,
so that all may see your progress. Take heed to yourself and to
your teaching; hold to that, for by so doing you will save both
yourself and your hearers.” (I Timothy 4:12-16)
The ministers proceed to the sanctuary steps. Chaplain Pinzl kneels.
In the presence of this congregation and before our Lord God to
whom you must give an account now and at the Last Day, I
now ask you:
Do you acknowledge that the Lord has called you through His
Church into the ministry of Word and Sacrament?
R: I do.
P: Do you believe and confess the canonical books of the Old and
New Testaments to be the inspired Word of God and the only
infallible rule of faith and practice?
R: Yes, I believe and confess the canonical Scriptures to be the inspired
Word of God and the only infallible rule of faith and practice.
P: Do you believe and confess the three Ecumenical Creeds,
namely, the Apostles, the Nicene, and the Athanasian Creeds, as
faithful testimonies to the truth of the Holy Scriptures, and do
you reject all the errors which they condemn?
R: Yes, I believe and confess the three Ecumenical Creeds because they
accord with the Word of God. I also reject all the errors they condemn.
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P: Do you confess the Unaltered Augsburg Confession to be a true
exposition of Holy Scripture and a correct exhibition of the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church? And do you confess
that the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Small and
Large Catechisms of Martin Luther, the Smalcald Articles, the
Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope, and the Formula of Concord—as these are contained in the Book of Concord—are also in agreement with this one scriptural faith?
R: Yes, I make these Confessions my own because they are in accord with
the Word of God.
P: Do you promise that you will perform the duties of your office
in accordance with these Confessions, and that all your preaching and teaching and your administration of the Sacraments will
be in conformity with the Holy Scripture and with these Confessions?
R: Yes, I promise with the help of God.
P: Will you faithfully instruct both young and old in the chief articles of Christian doctrine, will you forgive the sins of those who
repent, and will you promise never to divulge the sins confessed to you? Will you minister faithfully to the sick and dying, and will you demonstrate to the Church a constant and
ready ministry centered in the Gospel? Will you admonish and
encourage the people to a lively confidence in Christ and in holy
living?
R: Yes, I will, with the help of God.
P: Finally, will you honor and adorn the Office of the Holy Ministry with a holy life? Will you be diligent in the study of Holy
Scripture and the Confessions? And will you be constant in
prayer for those under your pastoral care?
R: I will, the Lord helping me through the power and grace of His Holy
Spirit.
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This arrangement further
acknowledges
that every
minister, including one
who does not
serve in a congregation,
serves in the
Church, the
Body of
Christ, which
extends to
every place
and time in
the preaching
of His Word
and power of
His Spirit.
As a minister
of that
Church,
Chaplain
Pinzl will be
both supported by its
love and subject to its
oversight.

P: Beloved in the Lord, I ask you now, in the presence of God: will
you support Chaplain Pinzl in this endeavor by your love and
fervent prayer?
C: We will, with the help of God.
P: Joseph Colin, I install you as a deployed chaplain of Zion Lutheran Church in the name of the Father and of the + Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Finally, the
call of deployed chaplain acknowledges that
God does not
withhold himself from such
secular vocations as soldier or sailor,
but gives
Himself to
those who
serve in the
armed services through
His redeeming Word and
Sacrament.

P: Let us pray . . . O Lord God of hosts, we thank you for calling
your servant, Joseph for ministry in your name to the armed
forces of our nation. Grant him grace and zeal that he may
faithfully perform the work of an evangelist and pastor and set
an example for all in speech, in life, in love, in faith, and in purity. Stretch forth your almighty arm to protect those who serve
in the armed forces. Give them courage and loyalty, and keep
them from temptation and harm; through Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please stand.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
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Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal or instrumental music provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper,
offering thanks to God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit.
When the Offertory ends, please stand.
“O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide”
O Savior, rend the heavens wide;
Come down, come down with mighty stride;
Unlock the gates, the doors break down;
Unbar the way to heaven’s crown.
O Morning Star, O radiant Sun,
When will our hearts behold Your dawn?
O Sun, arise; without Your light
We grope in gloom and dark of night.
Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies;
Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
O come, lead us with mighty hand
From exile to our promised land.
There shall we all our praises bring
Ever to you, our Savior King;
There shall we laud you and adore
Forever and forevermore.
Please stand.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we
remember the life our Lord offered for us. Believing in the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share
with us the great and promised feast.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for
you. As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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The Lord
comes: into
Bethlehem
through the
Holy Spirit
and Virgin
Mary; into
Jerusalem on a
donkey; into
the grave by a
cross; up to
God’s right
hand in power;
into you
through Baptism; onto
your altar and
lips by His
promise; with
you to the very
end of the age;
and at the very
end, in the
glory of the
Father and all
His angels to
judge the living and the
dead. Truly,
God turns all
of creation into
His Zion, His
heavenly
dwelling place!

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

All great
spiritual
Scriptures are
full of the
invitation not
to test but to
taste; not to
examine but
to eat. Their
phrases are
full of living
water and
heavenly
bread, mysterious manna
and dreadful
wine. Worldliness and the
polite society
of the world
has despised
this instinct
of eating, but
religion has
never despised it.
~ G. K.
Chesterton,
Daily News

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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COMMUNION HYMNS
The vocal ensemble will sing the hymns.
The texts are printed for prayerful meditation.
“Fling Wide the Door”

Fling wide the door, unbar the gate;
The King of glory comes in state;
The Lord of lords and King of kings,
The Savior of the world who brings
His great salvation to the earth,
So raise a shout of holy mirth
And praise our God and Lord, Creator, Spirit, Word.
He is the rock of our belief,
The heart of mercy’s gentle self.
His kingly crown is holiness;
His scepter is his loveliness;
He brings our sorrows to an end.
Now gladly praise our king and friend,
And worship him with song For saving us from wrong.
Oh, happy towns and blessed lands
That live by their true king’s commands.
And blessed be the hearts he rules,
The humble places where he dwells.
He is the rightful Son of bliss
Who fills our lives and makes us his,
Creator of the world, Our only strength for good.
(continued on next page . . .)
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Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ;
Our hearts are open wide in trust.
Oh, show us now your lovely grace,
Upon our sorrows shine your face,
And let your Holy Spirit guide
Our journey in your grace so wide.
We praise your holy name, From age to age the same!
“Come, O Precious Ransom”
Come, O precious Ransom, come,
Only hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world;
Open are to you all portals.
Come, your beauty let us view;
Anxiously we wait for you.
Enter now my waiting heart,
Glorious King and Lord most holy.
Dwell in me and never leave,
Though I am but poor and lowly.
What vast riches will be mine
When you are my guest divine!
My hosannas and my palms
Graciously receive, I pray you;
Evermore, as best I can,
Homage I will gladly pay you,
And in faith I will embrace
Life eternal by your grace.
Hail! Hosanna! David’s Son!
Jesus, hear our supplication!
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Let your kingdom, scepter, crown
Bring us blessing and salvation;
That forever we may sing:
Hail! Hosanna to our king!

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in
your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake
of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Prepare the Royal Highway”

… Charles W. Ore

SUNDAY SCHOOL
There is no Sunday School today. It will resume next Sunday, December 6

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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A Prayer
as You Go
Dear Lord
God, awaken
us so that
when Thy
Son cometh
we may be
prepared to
receive Him
with joy and
to serve Thee
with clean
hearts;
through the
same Thy
son, Jesus
Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
~ Martin
Luther, 1483
-1546 A.D.

Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson (at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Vocal Ensemble: Ivan Beethe; Ted Gulhaugen; Rick Hovda
Trumpet: Kevin Short
Lector: Mark Gehrke
Radio Announcer: Paul Fandrey
Acolyte: Emma Pagel
Elder: Ken Rodemeier
Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Donna Nuernberg
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