A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Lord God,
You will
one day
summon
all to peoples and
nations
before
Your
throne.
Until that
day arrives
let Your
Spirit be at
work in
me accomplishing
Your holy,
good, and
perfect
will. This I
pray in Jesus’ holy
name.
Amen.

Last Sunday of the Church Year
November 22, 2020 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
“I just wanna be a sheep, babababa…” goes the old Sunday
School song. Why in the world would someone want to be a
“sheep”? Aren’t sheep stubborn, dense, and quite smelly?
Well, yes they are! Thanks be to God, Jesus is pleased to dwell
with, die for, and raise from the grave us stubborn and at
times dense sheep whose sin stinks to high heaven. To be a
“sheep” is to be an inheritor of all of the Son’s riches. Why
would anyone ever not want to be a sheep?

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Gary and Sue Wolslegel in celebration
of their 54 years of marriage on November 26.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored in memory of Bernard and Vera Lehman by
their family.
The bulletins are sponsored by Steve and Anna Mae Zeinemann in memory of
their parents’ wedding anniversaries: Alfred and Joyce Zeinemann, 65 years on
November 25, 2013; and Anton and Genevieve Bittner, 75 years on November 30,
2010.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
“Oh, Worship the King”
… settings by: David Cherwien, Paul Soulek, Robert Hobby

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn towards the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Oh, Worship the King”
(printed on the next page)

While the old
Sabbath
pointed back
to creation
and redemption, the
Lord’s Day
celebrates the
new creation
evidenced in
the resurrection of Jesus.
We gather on
the Lord’s
Day to remember creation and redemption as
well as to anticipate the
new creation.
We are reminded that
we are not yet
home with the
Father; we’re
not yet walking with him
in the new
garden where
we will see
him face-toface.
~ Nancy
Guthrie,
Even Better
than Eden,
A.D. 2018
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That God justifies the ungodly was to
Luther the
heart of the
Word of God.
This insight
made Luther
review his
position as a
biblical theologian in the
church catholic. The chief
result of this
review was a
deep awareness, hardened into a
firm conviction by the
pressure of
papal ban and
imperial
edict, that the
church exists
to celebrate
the freedom
against the
perduring
human desire
to domesticate God...
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

COLLECT
P:

Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and
minds by your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of your glorious
return, we may persevere in both faith and holiness of living;
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
11“For

thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for
my sheep and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his
flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will
I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them
from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And
I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in
all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good
pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing
land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich
pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be
the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down,
declares the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back
the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the
weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in
justice. 20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I,
I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean
sheep. 21Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all
the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad,
22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will
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...The more
Luther pondered the
power of
God’s Word,
the more he
became aware
of the fact
that the pain
and joy of
discovery
transport the
biblical theologian from
his own preoccupations
to the strange
and wonderful world of
God’s dealings with his
creatures.
~ Eric
Gritsch,
Martin:
God’s
Court
Jester,
A.D 1990

For, as I have
said, he who
does not have
faith will not
do works of
mercy to
Christians,
but he who
does them,
will do them
because he
believes that
he has a faithful Savior
and Redeemer
in Christ,
who has reconciled him to
God. Therefore he must
have also a
kind, loving
heart toward
his neighbors,
even toward
his enemies,
and serve
them in every
time of need.
Yea, he endures also…
those things
which come
upon him
from the
world and the
devil on account of his
faith...

judge between sheep and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one
shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed
them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God,
and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD;
I have spoken.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 95:1-7a
L:
C:

Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock
of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving and raise
a loud shout to him with psalms.

L:
C:

For the LORD is a great God, and a great king above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, and the heights of
the hills are his also.

L:

The sea is his for he made it, and his hands have molded the
dry land.
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, and kneel before
the LORD our maker.

C:

L:

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and
the sheep of his hand.

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:20-28
20But

in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a
man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam
all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his
own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who
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belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every
authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his
enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is
death. 27For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.”
But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that
he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28When
all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be
subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that
God may be all in all.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
L: Alleluia. Alleluia.
I am the Alpha and the O′mega,*
the first and the last, the beginning ′and the end.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
31[Jesus

said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32Before
him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on
the left. 34Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you
who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you clothed me,
I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to
7

...Whoever is
thus minded, I
say, let him be
joyful and of
good courage;
for he has already the
blessed and
joyful verdict:
“Come,
though blessed
one, for thou
hast also been
one of the least
of my brethren, who hast
thyself suffered
hunger and
thirst, or who
has served the
other hungry
and thirsty
ones, and has
shown mercy,
as I have
done.”
~ Martin Luther, Sermon
on Matthew
25:31-46,
A.D. 1530’s

me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
drink? 38And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or
naked and clothe you? 39And when did we see you sick or in prison
and visit you?’ 40And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to
you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it
to me.’ 41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me,
you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty
and you gave me no drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and
you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord,
when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one
of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
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of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for  the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Jerusalem the Golden”

Our churches
teach that at
the end of the
world Christ
will appear
for judgment
and will raise
all the dead.
He will give
the godly and
elect eternal
life and everlasting joys,
but He will
condemn ungodly people
and the devils
to be tormented without end.
~ Augsburg
Confession,
Article
XVII,
Christ’s
Return for
Judgment,
A.D. 1531
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And now you
have an extraordinary
opportunity,
a day wherein
Christ has
thrown the
door of mercy
wide open,
and stands in
calling and
crying with a
loud voice to
poor sinners;
a day wherein
many are
flocking to
Him and
pressing into
the kingdom
of God. Many
are daily coming from the
east, west,
north, and
south; many
that were
very lately in
the same miserable condition that you
are in, are
now in a
happy state,
with their
hearts filled
with love to
Him who has
loved them...

SERMON
“Farewell to the Shadowlands”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, instrumental music
provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper, offering
thanks to God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit. When the
Offertory ends, please stand.
“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”
Thine the amen Thine the praise
Alleluias angels raise
Thine the everlasting head
Thine the breaking of the bread
Thine the glory Thine the story
Thine the harvest then the cup
Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up.
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Thine the life eternally
Thine the promise let there be
Thine the vision Thine the tree
All the earth on bended knee
Gone the nailing gone the railing
Gone the pleading gone the cry
Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high.
Thine the truly Thine the yes
Thine the table we the guest
Thine the mercy all from Thee
Thine the glory yet to be
Then the ringing and the singing
Then the end of all the war
Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore.
Thine the kingdom Thine the prize
Thine the wonder full surprise
Thine the banquet then the praise
Then the justice of Thy ways
Thine the glory Thine the story
Then the welcome to the least
Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast.
Thine the glory in the night
No more dying only light
Thine the river Thine the tree
Then the Lamb eternally
Then the holy holy holy
Celebration jubilee
Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee.

...and washed
them from
their sins in
His own
blood, and
rejoicing in
the hope of
the glory of
God. How
awful it is to
be left behind
at such a day!
To see so
many others
feasting,
while you are
pining and
perishing. To
see so many
rejoicing and
singing for
joy of heart,
while you
have cause to
mourn for
sorrow of
heart, and
howl for
vexation of
spirit! How
can you rest
one moment
in such a
condition?
~ Jonathan
Edwards,
“Sinners in
the Hands
of an Angry
God,”
A.D.1741

Please stand.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
The Day of
Judgment
that one
awaits is thus
not to be understood in a
neutral sense,
but rather in
a personal
sense: it is the
Lord who is
expected. We
do not wait
for an anonymous Last
Thing, but for
the Last One,
whom we
know by faith
already. The
anticipation
of the beloved
Day of Judgment is thus
identical with
the anticipation of the
beloved Lord.

P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and great mercies. Grant us so to
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

~ Oswald
Bayer,
Martin
Luther’s
Theology,
A.D. 2008
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for
you. As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

The music
and song of
entertainment aim to
gratify the
emotions of
man, but the
music and
song of the
Church aim
for something
far, far more
important: to
give voice to
the Gospel of
salvation
which alone
satisfies
man’s deepest
need: communion with
the Incarnate
God.
~ Chad Bird,
Why Lutherans
Sing What
They Sing,
A.D. 2014

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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COMMUNION HYMNS
The texts are printed for prayerful meditation.

There trees forevermore bear fruit
And evermore do spring;
There evermore the angels sit
And evermore do sing.

It is impossible
that the same
ones who have
been nourished
with the body
and blood of our
Lord—with that
greatest of
meals—would
remain in the
grave. We eat
him but we do
not change him
in our body.
Rather, we are
changed in him.
We are members
of Christ and are
filled with breath
by his Spirit. We
are nourished by
his body and
blood.

Jerusalem, my happy home,
Would God I were in thee!
Would God my woes were at an end,
Thy joys that I might see?

~ Johann
Gerhard,
Sacred
Meditations,
A.D 1606

“Jerusalem, My Happy Home”
Jerusalem, my happy home,
When shall I come to thee?
When shall my sorrows have an end?
Thy joys when shall I see?
O happy harbor of the saints,
O sweet and pleasant soil!
In thee no sorrow may be found,
No grief, no care, no toil.
Thy gardens and thy gallant walks
Continually are green;
There grow such sweet and pleasant flow’rs
As nowhere else are seen.

“Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying”
1

Water, blood, and Spirit crying,
By their witness testifying
To the One whose death-defying
Life has come, with life for all.

(continued on the next page . . . )
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A Prayer
as You Go
Heavenly
Father,
knowing
that all the
good I
could possibly ever
do will
never be
enough, let
me then
rest in
Your
promise of
knowing
all has been
accomplished for
me in
Christ. Because of
this I will
rejoice and
continue to
gladly
serve and
obey, trusting Your
good and
gracious
will for my
life. Amen.

In a wat’ry grave are buried
All our sins that Jesus carried;
Christ, the Ark of Life, has ferried
Us across death’s raging flood.
Dark the way, yet Christ precedes us,
Past the scowl of death He leads us;
Spreads a table where He feeds us
With His body and His blood.
Though around us death is seething,
God, His two-edged sword unsheathing,
By His Spirit life is breathing
Through the living, active Word.
Spirit, water, blood entreating,
Working faith and its completing
In the One whose death-defeating
Life has come, with life for all.
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
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Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense”

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense”

… David Cherwien

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the
east balcony, above the Baptistery. Children will gather first in the Baptistery area and then proceed up the steps together.
Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday
School time. Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the
elevator) after the music portion. Please reclaim your children at 10:45
a.m.
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+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde (at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Vocal Ensemble: Tim Pagel; Tyler Pagel;
Jim Speckhard; Steve Zeinemann
Horn: Meagan Cihlar
Lector: Jessica Ray
Radio Announcer: Jon Oestreich
Acolytes: Ashtyn Fernstaedt; Noah Harter; Carter Kulesa
Elder: Landis Holdorf
Ushers: Sally Christoffersen;
Steve and Marlene Kroening; Ken Rodemeier
Altar Guild: Kay Krall; Donna Nuernberg
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