
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
Gracious 
Lord, Help 
me to under-
stand all I 
have been 
blessed with 
is to be used 
for the sake of 
Your holy 
Name. Pros-
per the work 
of my hands, 
O Lord. Pros-
per the work 
of my hands 
(Psalm 90:17) 
that I may be 
found faithful 
in what You 
have blessed 
me with.  In 
Jesus’ name I 
pray. Amen. 

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
November 15, 2020 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  
“What do you have that you did not receive?” Paul asked this of 
the Church in Corinth and with our parable from Matthew 25 
today, so too does our Lord ask of His Church today. He sum-
mons each and everyone of us to both be faithful and fruitful. 
Some may have more success than others—God be praised! 
Some may make meager gains with what has been entrusted to 
them—God be praised! The point of our parable is that no mat-
ter what has been given we all are called to be both faithful and 
fruitful with the gifts the Father has so lovingly bestowed.  
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of John E. and Marga-

ret (Schmetzler) Krueger by Rev. John W. Krueger and family. 
 The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Mary Ann Tapper and family, in re-

membrance of Elroy and Mary Ann’s wedding anniversary on November 18. 
It would have been their 70th anniversary this year. 

 The flowers at the lectern and pulpit are sponsored by Carol Edelburg, in honor 
of Leonard’s birthday on November 15. 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 
Three Variations on “Jesus Shall Reign” … Ore & Rotermund 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 

 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-

fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. 

 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The church in 
this introduc-
tory act, by 
its positive 
declaration of 
forgives to all 
who believe 
on His Name, 
grounds all 
its worship 
upon the 
atoning sacri-
fice of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
~ Luther 

Reed, The 
Lutheran 
Liturgy, 
A.D 1947 
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P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-

done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 
 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-

dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   

I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 

Please stand. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN  “Jesus Shall Reign“ 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
So much as 
the depend-
ence of the 
creature is on 
God, so much 
the greater 
does the crea-
ture’s empti-
ness in him-
self appear; 
and so much 
the greater 
the creature’s 
emptiness, so 
much the 
greater must 
the fullness of 
the Being be 
who supplies 
him. Our 
having all of 
God shows 
the fullness of 
his power and 
grace; our 
having all 
through him 
shows the 
fullness of his 
merit and 
worthiness... 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING and COLLECT 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty and ever-living God, you have given 
exceedingly great and precious promises to those who trust in 
you.  Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live 
in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never 
be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT  Zephaniah 1:7-16 
7Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is near; 

the Lord has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. 8And 

on the day of the Lord’s sacrifice—“I will punish the officials and 

the king’s sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 9On 

that day I will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, and 

those who fill their master’s house with violence and fraud. 10“On 

 
 
 
...And our 
having all in 
him demon-
strates his 
fullness of 
beauty, love 
and happi-
ness. And the 
redeemed, by 
reason of the 
greatness of 
their depend-
ence on God, 
have not only 
so much the 
greater occa-
sion, but obli-
gation to con-
template and 
acknowledge  
the glory and 
fullness of 
God. 
 
~ Jonathan 

Edwards, 
“God Glori-
fied in 
Man’s De-
pendence,” 
A.D. 1731 
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that day,” declares the Lord, “a cry will be heard from the Fish 

Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. 
11Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders are no more; 

all who weigh out silver are cut off. 12At that time I will search Jeru-

salem with lamps, and I will punish the men who are complacent, 

those who say in their hearts, ‘The Lord will not do good, nor will 

he do ill.’ 13Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid 

waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.” 
14The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the 

sound of the day of the Lord is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud 

there. 15A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a 

day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of 

clouds and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 90:1-12 
L: Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to an-

other. 
 
C: Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and 

the earth were born, from age to age you are God. 
 
L: You turn us back to the dust and say, “Go back, O child of 

earth.” 
 
C: For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it 

is past and like a watch in the night. 
 
L: You sweep us away like a dream; we fade away suddenly like 

the grass. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 90th 
psalm is a 
psalm of in-
struction in 
which Moses 
teaches the 
origin of 
death, namely 
sin, which 
though 
known only 
by God and 
hidden from 
the world, is 
yet inborn in 
all from 
Adam to us. 
It shows that 
life here is not 
only short but 
miserable, so 
that it may 
well be called 
daily death... 
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C: In the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is 
dried up and withered. 

 
L: For we consume away in your displeasure; we are afraid be-

cause of your wrathful indignation. 
 

C: Our iniquities you have set before you, and our secret sins 
in the light of your countenance. 

 
L: When you are angry, all our days are gone; we bring our years 

to an end like a sigh. 
 
C: The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength 

even eighty; yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for 
they pass away quickly and we are gone. 

 
L: Who regards the power of your wrath? Who rightly fears your 

indignation? 
 
C: So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our 

hearts to wisdom. 
 

All: Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen 

 

EPISTLE  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no 

need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully 

aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night. 3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then 

sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon 

a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are not in 

darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you 

are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night 

or of the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us 

keep awake and be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and 

those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to 

 
 
 
 
...Nevertheless, 
the psalmist says 
that such a life is 
good, so that 
through it we 
would be driven 
to see God’s 
grace and His 
help to deliver 
us from it all. 
 
~ Martin  
 Luther, Sum-

maries of the 
Psalms, A.D. 
1531 
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the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and 

love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not des-

tined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep 

we might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and 

build one another up, just as you are doing.  

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

VERSE 
L: Alleluia, Alleluia! 

For to everyone who has will more be ′given,* 
and he will have an a′bundance. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
14[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who 
called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 15To one he 
gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according 
to his ability. Then he went away. 16He who had received the five 
talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five tal-
ents more. 17So also he who had the two talents made two talents 
more. 18But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the 
ground and hid his master’s money. 19Now after a long time the 
master of those servants came and settled accounts with 
them. 20And he who had received the five talents came forward, 
bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me 
five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said 
to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faith-

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The stark 
contrast be-
tween the 
first two 
slaves and the 
third slave 
portrays with 
powerful art-
istry the 
truth that, 
along with all 
humanity, the 
visible fellow-
ship of Jesus’ 
disciples will, 
at the 
Parousia, be 
divided into 
two groups... 
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ful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 
master.’ 22And he also who had the two talents came forward, say-
ing, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two 
talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faith-
ful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24He also who had re-
ceived the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to 
be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid 
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his 
master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew 
that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no 
seed? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bank-
ers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own 
with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who 
has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, 
and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, 
even what he has will be taken away. 30And cast the worthless ser-
vant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’”  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was con-
ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 
Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he 
rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the liv-
ing and the dead. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
...In the pe-
riod of time 
between Je-
sus’ resurrec-
tion and 
Parousia, the 
implied 
reader will 
remain faith-
ful with re-
spect to the 
truths and 
responsibili-
ties that have 
been given 
with the 
knowledge 
that Jesus, 
this man, is 
the eschato-
logical Christ 
and Son of 
God. 
 
~ Jeffrey 

Gibbs,  
 Jerusalem 

and 
Parousia, 
A.D 2000 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near” 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON  
“Faithful and Fruitful” 

 

Please kneel. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
In Matthew’s 
perspective, 
“watchful-
ness” con-
cerning the 
end time is 
not defined by 
speculation 
about the end 
time (which is 
expressly dis-
couraged) but 
precisely in 
doing the will 
of God as 
taught by 
Jesus, the 
consistent 
ethical mes-
sage of the 
gospel as a 
whole. 
 
~ Donald 

Senior, The 
Gospel of 
Matthew, 
A.D. 1997 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 
P: . . . Lord in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERTORY   
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal or instrumen-
tal music provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper, 
offering thanks to God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit.  
When the Offertory ends, please stand. 
 
“Thee We Adore, O Hidden Savior” 
 

 Thee we adore, O hidden Savior, Thee, 
Who in Thy Sacrament art pleased to be; 
Both flesh and spirit in Thy presence fail, 
Yet here Thy presence we devoutly hail. 

 

 In this memorial of Thy death, O Lord, 
Thou dost Thy body and Thy blood afford: 
Oh, may our souls forever feed on Thee, 
And Thou, O Christ, forever precious be. 

 

 Thou, like the pelican to feed her brood, 
Didst pierce Thyself to give us living food; 
Thy blood, O Lord, one drop has pow’r to win 
Forgiveness for our world and all its sin. 

 

(continued next page . . . ) 
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 Fountain of goodness, Jesus, Lord and God: 
Cleanse us, unclean, with Thy most cleansing blood; 
Increase our faith and love, that we may know 
The hope and peace which from Thy presence flow. 

 

 O Christ, whom now beneath a veil we see, 
May what we thirst for soon our portion be: 
To gaze on Thee unveiled and see Thy face, 
The vision of Thy glory, and Thy grace. 
Amen. 

 

Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,  
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteous-

ness but in your manifold and great mercies.  Grant us so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink 
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 
 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink 
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 
 
 
 
 
You know 
that there is 
only one 
weapon 
against sin, 
death, and the 
devil that can 
prevail, and 
that weapon is 
Jesus Christ 
—His bodily 
presence — 
the treasure 
that gives us 
access to 
heaven even 
now. 
 
 
~ Arthur A. 

Just Jr., 
Heaven on 
Earth: The 
Gifts of 
Christ in 
the Divine 
Service, 
A.D. 2008 
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 
 

ACCLAMATION 
P: The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for 

you.  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pray humbly. 
But that does-
n’t mean we 
don’t pray 
together. It 
simply means 
when we 
come together 
to pray, we 
aren’t pray-
ing to showoff 
or look holy. 
Our heavenly 
Father who 
sees in secret 
knows what 
we need be-
fore we pray 
it... 
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DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 
hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 
come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
The vocal ensemble will sing the hymns. 

The texts are printed for prayerful meditation. 
 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 
 

 I want to walk as a child of the light. 
I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. 
The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 

 

Refrain: In Him there is no darkness at all. 
The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

I want to see the brightness of God. 
I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 
And show me the way to the Father.   Refrain 

 

(continued on the next page) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...He is a good 
Father, he 
knows. As we 
pray the Lord’s 
Prayer, we pray 
to God our Fa-
ther, we come to 
him as his chil-
dren, adopted 
into his family 
and he knows 
what we need. 
We pray to our 
Father who loves 
us perfectly.  
 
~ Jason Lang, 

1517.org 



16 

 

 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 
I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, 
We shall know the joy of Jesus.   Refrain 

 

“Lord Jesus, Think on Me” 
 

 Lord Jesus, think on me 
    And purge away my sin; 
From worldly passions set me free 
    And make me pure within. 

 
 Lord Jesus, think on me, 

    By anxious thoughts oppressed; 
Let me Your loving servant be 
    And taste Your promised rest. 

 
 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    Amid the battle’s strife; 
In all my pain and misery, 
    O be my health and life! 

 
 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    Nor let me go astray; 
Through darkness and perplexity 
    Point out Your chosen way. 

 
 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    That, when this life is past, 
I may the_eternal brightness see 
    And share Your joy at last. 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Benedic-
tion is the fi-
nal sacramen-
tal feature of 
the Service. It 
is more than a 
prayer for 
blessing. It 
imparts a 
blessing in 
God’s Name, 
giving positive 
assurance of 
the grace and 
peace of God 
to all who re-
ceive it in 
faith. 
 
~ Luther 

Reed, The 
Lutheran 
Liturgy, 
A.D 1947 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 

in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 

faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” … Wold 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the 
east balcony, above the Baptistery.  Children will gather first in the Bap-
tistery area and then proceed up the steps together.   
 
Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday 
School time.  Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the 
elevator) after the music portion.  Please reclaim your children at 10:45 
a.m.  
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 
 

A Prayer  
As You Go 
Heavenly Fa-
ther, having 
been freed 
from the 
power of sin 
and damna-
tion by the 
precious 
blood of 
Christ, con-
tinue to lead 
and guide me 
that I will al-
ways be long-
ing and pre-
pared for the 
glorious re-
turn of my 
Lord Jesus. 
Bless the tal-
ents en-
trusted to me 
that my work 
for the king-
dom may 
prove fruitful. 
Amen. 
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Serving at Worship 
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher Johnson 

Presiding: The Rev. Theodore Gulhaugen (at Bethany, 10:30) 

Organist: Rod Riese 

Vocal Ensemble: Vicky Radunz; Carol Rich; Anna Mae Zeinemann 

Violin: Mary Premeau 

Lector: Beth Oestreich 

Radio Announcer: Ryan Fernstaedt 

Acolyte: Michael Cornell 

Elder: Jon Oestreich 

Ushers: Mark Gehrke; Grace Mueller;  
   Frank and Tammie Rodemeier 
Altar Guild: Donna Nuernberg; Vicky Radunz 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


