A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
Blessed Lord,
You speak to
us through the
Holy Scriptures. Grant
that we may
hear, read, respect, learn,
and make
them our own
in such a way
that the enduring benefit
and comfort of
the Word will
help us grasp
and hold the
blessed hope
of everlasting
life, given us
through our
Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.
~ LBW p. 47

The Second Sunday in Advent
December 6, 2020 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
To talk about God one must consider His power, His might.
John the Baptist talked of the One who was “mightier” than
He. What does this might of Jesus look like and sound like?
How are we to understand this power of God at work in and
through Him? Where is this might made known and manifested? We must never forget, encountering the one true God
(or better, being encountered by the one true God in Jesus
Christ) is to come into the presence of supernatural power.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today






Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Bob and Marilyn Stankowski in
memory of Marilyn's parents, Ehardt and Leona Liesch, and brother and
sister-in-law, Dale and Sharon Liesch.
The bulletins are sponsored by Patty, Sandy, and Sue, in memory of their special sister, Annette Lach, whose birthday was December 6, 1945.
Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season.
The Radio Broadcast and Flower sponsor sign-up charts for 2021 will be available later in December.

Preludes During Advent
A prelude played with chimes alone sounds a different note for us this season, a
stark contrast to the mad rush of noise and color and travel that surrounds us. It’s
simple, quiet, and plain, the sounds of a patient heart that beats in the joyful yet
still confidence of the Lord’s promise to come soon.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
A Selection of Hymns for Advent II

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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When confession is made
to God, it
must be made
with the
heart, not
only with the
voice, like
actors on the
stage. Confession is contrition in which,
feeling God’s
anger, we
confess that
God is justly
angry and
that He cannot be reconciled by our
works. Yet,
we seek for
mercy because of
God’s promise.
~ Apology to
the Augsburg Confession, Article XIIB
(VI), A.D.
1531

The Lord is
near, he is
among us.
But do we
know Him—
this Jesus,
whose birth
we now celebrate? For
many He is
still unknown. Perhaps they
have heard of
Him or even
learned quite
a bit about
Him, but people so often
have humanly distorted pictures and
thoughts...

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly
deserved your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P:

Upon this, your confession, I announce the grace of God to all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
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GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

...maybe of a
“sweet Jesus,” a sentimental, weak
and romantic
dreamer. It
may also be a
picture of a
surreal miracle worker, a
wizard of
sorts, or
maybe a pale
figure of our
imagination.
All this is the
result of disconnected
recollections,
faded pictures
in the mind
with transient extensions and
third– and
fourth-hand
thoughts.
~ Bo Giertz,
To Live
With
Christ,
A.D. 1974
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The 85th
psalm is a
psalm of
prayer in
which the
psalmist
pleads against
God’s wrath
and seeks His
grace. The
wrath consists in this,
that they have
a lack of
God’s Word
and true
preaching;
also a lack of
good government, peace,
and godly
authority...

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

COLLECT
P:

Let us pray . . . Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the
way of your only-begotten Son, that by his coming we may be
enabled to serve you with pure minds; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 40:1-11
1Comfort,

comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 3A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the
way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill
be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough
places a plain. 5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
6A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is
grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 7The grass
withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
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surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever. 9Get you up to a high
mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say
to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10Behold, the
Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his
reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will tend
his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he
will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with
young.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 85
L:

You have been gracious to your land, O LORD; you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

C:

You have forgiven the iniquity of your people and blotted
out all their sins.

L:

You have withdrawn all your fury and turned yourself from
your wrathful indignation.

C:

Restore us then, O God our Savior; let your anger depart
from us.

L:

Will you be displeased with us forever? Will you prolong your
anger from age to age?

C:

Will you not give us life again, that your people may rejoice
in you?

L:

Show us your mercy, O LORD, and grant us your salvation.
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...and finally a
lack of fruitful
times and good
harvest...the
psalmist prays
that God
would speak
again, so that
His people will
not fall into
folly, blaspheme in impatience, nor
seek other
gods..
~ Martin Luther, Summaries of the
Psalms,
A.D. 1531

C:

I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who turn their
hearts to him.

L:

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, that his
glory may dwell in our land.

C:

Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace
have kissed each other.

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

EPISTLE 2 Peter 3:8-14
8But

do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The
Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but
is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that
all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come
like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and
the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth
and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11Since all these
things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be
in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set
on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they
burn! 13But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by
him without spot or blemish, and at peace.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1The

beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it
is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 3the voice of one crying
in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight,’” 4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And
all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him
and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a
leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7And
he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I,
the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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John is not a
new Moses
coming with
yet more
wrath and
condemnation. John
knows God’s
holy Law is
not the Light
of the world.
That place is
reserved for
Jesus. He is
the Light proclaimed by
John in the
darkness just
before the
dawn.
~ John T.
Pless,
1517.org,
A.D 2020

NICENE CREED
P:
It is literally
impossible to
read the New
Testament at
any length
without encountering
claims that
something is
happening to
these people,
and it is happening now.
Claims to
experience, in
other words,
are not based
simply on
records of
what happened to others in the past
or on fond
hopes for
what the future might
hold, but on
the witness of
present participants...

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for  the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”
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SERMON
The Presence of Jesus, Part Two: Mighty
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal or instrumental music provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper,
offering thanks to God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit.
When the Offertory ends, please stand.
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...The New
Testament
shows scant
interest in
domestic
economy, city
politics, or
imperial stability. The
experiences
expressed by
these texts
involved
power, but a
power of a
peculiar sort.
...It is a
power that
comes from
outside those
touched by it
and is transmitted to
them from
Another, to
whom it
properly belongs.
~ Luke
Timothy
Johnson,
Religious
Experience
in Earliest
Christianity,
A.D. 1998

“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”
The King shall come when morning dawns
And light triumphant breaks,
When beauty gilds the eastern hills
And life to joy awakes.

Thee we
adore, O Hidden Savior,
Thee Who in
Thy Sacrament art
pleased to be;
Both flesh
and spirit in
thy presence
fail, yet here
Thy presence
we devoutly
hail.
O blest memorial of our
dying Lord,
Who living
bread to use
shall here afford; oh, may
our souls forever feed on
Thee, and
Thou, O
Christ, forever precious
be.

Not as of old a little child,
To bear and fight and die,
But crowned with glory like the sun
That lights the morning sky.
Oh, brighter than the rising morn
When Christ, victorious, rose
And left the lonesome place of death
Despite the rage of foes.
Oh, brighter than that glorious morn
Shall dawn upon our race
The day when Christ in splendor comes
And we shall see His face.
The King shall come when morning dawns
And light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:
Come quickly, King of kings!
Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we
remember the life our Lord offered for us. Believing in the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share
with us the great and promised feast.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

Fountain of
goodness, Jesus, Lord and
God; Cleanse
us, unclean,
with Thy
most cleansing blood;
Increase our
faith and love,
that we may
know the hope
and peace
which from
Thy presence
flow.
O Christ
whom now
beneath a veil
we see: May
what we thirst
for soon our
portion be, to
gaze on Thee
unveiled and
see Thy face,
the vision of
Thy glory and
Thy Grace.
Amen.
~ Thomas
Aquinas,
“Thee We
Adore, O
Hidden
Savior,”
13th Century A.D.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

How glorious
the Lord Jesus
Christ is in
the eyes of
believers!
When Adam
sinned, he
stood
ashamed,
afraid, trembling, as one
ready to perish forever
under the
severe displeasure of
God...In this
state, the
Lord Christ
in the promise comes to
him and
says…
(continued,
next page)

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for
you. As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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‘Poor creature!
How terrible is
your condition!
How deformed
you are now!
What has become of the
beauty, the glory
of that image of
God in which
you were created? See how
you have taken
upon yourself
the monstrous
shape and image
of Satan?

(continued, next
page)

COMMUNION HYMNS
The handchime choir will play various hymns appropriate for the Advent
season. These additional texts are printed for prayerful meditation.
And yet your
present sorrow, your
physical return to dust
and darkness,
is in no way to
be compared
with what is to
follow. Eternal
distress lies
before you. But
now, look up
and behold Me
and you will
have a glimpse
of what infinite wisdom,
love and grace
have purposed
for you.

“The Advent of Our God”

(continued,
next page)

“Comfort, Comfort Now My People”

The advent of our God Shall be our theme for prayer;
Come, let us meet him on the road And place for him prepare.
The everlasting Son Incarnate stoops to be,
Himself the servant's form puts on To set his people free.
Come, Zion’s daughter, rise To meet your lowly king,
Nor let your faithless heart despise The peace he comes to bring.
As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come again,
And all his scattered saints unite With him on high to reign.
Before the dawning day Let sin be put to flight;
No longer let the law hold sway, But walk in freedom’s light.
All glory to the Son, Who come to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one Through all eternity.

“Comfort, comfort now my people;
Tell of peace!” So says our God.
“Comfort those who sit in darkness
Mourning under sorrow’s load.
To God’s people now proclaim
That God’s pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over;
God will reign in peace forever!
(continued next page . . . )
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For the herald’s voice is crying
In the desert far and near,
Calling us to true repentance,
Since the Kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way!
Let the valleys rise to meet him,
And the hills bow down to greet him!
Straight shall be what long was crooked,
And the rougher places plain!
Let your hearts be true and humble,
As befits his holy reign!
For the glory of the Lord
Now on earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token
That God’s word is never broken.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in
your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake
of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

SILENT PRAYER
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Do not continue
to hide from me.
I will take your
place. I will bear
your guilt and
suffer that punishment which
would sink you
eternally into
the hideous
depths of hell. I
will pay for
what I never
took. I will be
made a curse for
you so that you
may be eternally
blessed.’ In the
same vein the
Lord Christ
speaks to all convicted sinners
when He invites
them to come to
Him.
~ John Owen,
The Glory of
Christ,
A.D.1684

POSTLUDE
Postlude on "Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People”
… Benjamin Kolodziej
A Prayer as
You Go
Empowered by
Your Spirit
and fed
with the
very Body
and Blood
of Your
Son, help
us to bring
glory to
Your holy
name, gracious Father, that
others may
taste and
see that
you are
God and
that you
are good.
Amen.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the
east balcony, above the Baptistery. Children will gather first in the Baptistery area and then proceed up the steps together.
Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday
School time. Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the
elevator) after the music portion. Please reclaim your children at 10:45
a.m.

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde (at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Vocal Ensemble: Carter Kulesa; Vicky Radunz; Carol Rich
Choir: Zion Handchime Choir
Lector: Jan Gaugush
Radio Announcer: Paul Fandrey
Acolyte: Carter Kulesa
Ushers: Donald Budnik; Fred Fenhaus; Robb Halverson
Elder: Scott Schubring
Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen; Bonnie Waack
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com
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Office Manager Pam Gabriel
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Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
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