
  

 

The Third Sunday in Advent 
December 13, 2020 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.   Rose adorns the altar as our ad-
vent preparations momentarily “lighten” in view of the com-
ing feast (over half way!).  So also does the presence of Jesus, 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, lighten 
our spirits with His mercy and grace.  As St. Paul says in our 
second reading: “Rejoice always.”  We rejoice always in the life 
of Christ, because He is always near with His steady, sanctify-
ing presence. 

A Prayer  
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
O Only-
Begotten Son 
and Word of 
God, who, al-
though immor-
tal, for our sal-
vation did yet 
consent to be 
incarnated 
from the holy 
mother of God, 
the ever-virgin 
Mary, who 
without change 
was made man 
and was cruci-
fied, Christ, 
our God, who 
by death did 
trample death, 
who, being one 
of the Holy 
Trinity, is glori-
fied with the 
Father and the 
Holy Spirit, 
save us!  
~ Justinian,  

 482-565 A.D. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by The Rev. Steven and Jane Gjerde,   

in memory of Marcia Anne Gjerde, and thanksgiving for Zion staff. 
 Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season. 
 The Radio Broadcast and Flower sponsor sign-up charts for 2021 are now avail-

able.  The charts are on the wall by the stairs by the northwest entry. 
 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 
A Selection of Hymns for Advent III 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. 

 
Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
You have not 
come to call 
the righteous, 
but sinners to 
repentance.  
Cleanse me 
from every 
stain of flesh 
and spirit.  
Teach me to 
fulfill holi-
ness in fear of 
You, that 
having the 
testimony of 
my own con-
science clean, 
and having 
communion 
of Your holy 
things, I may 
be united 
with Your 
Body and 
Blood and 
may have 
You to dwell 
and abide in 
me, with the 
Father and 
Thy Holy 
Spirit. 
~ Basil the 

Great,  
 330-379 

A.D. 
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P: O almighty God, merciful Father,  
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly 
deserved your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.   

 
P: Upon this, your confession, I announce the grace of God to all 

of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN  “Hark the Glad Sound” 
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He will give 
either what 
we ask, or 
what he 
knows to be 
more profit-
able to us. 
~ Bernard of 

Clairvaux, 
1090-1153 
A.D. 
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COLLECT 
P: Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus Christ, we implore you to hear our 

prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by your gra-

cious visitation; for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to those who are bound;2to proclaim the year 
of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to com-
fort all who mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give 
them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness in-
stead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the 
LORD, that he may be glorified. 4They shall build up the ancient ru-
ins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the 
ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. . . .8For I the 
LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give 
them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant 
with them. 9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and 
their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see them 
shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the LORD has 
blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in 
my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he 
has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a 
bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth 
its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up 
before all the nations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With good-
ness and 
kindness, like 
a king who 
sends his son, 
who is also a 
king, God 
sent God, the 
Word, among 
us.  He sent 
him to save 
us through 
persuasion 
rather than 
violence, for 
there is no 
violence in 
God.  He sent 
him to call us 
rather than to 
accuse us; he 
sent him to 
love us rather 
than to judge 
us. 
~ Letter to 

Diognetus, 
sometime 
from 150-
200 A.D. 
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L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 126 
L: When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we 

like those who dream. 
 
C: Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue 

with shouts of joy. 
 
L: Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great 

things for them.” 
 
C: The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad in-

deed. 
 
L: Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses of the 

Negev. 
 
C: Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. 
 
L: Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again 

with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen 

 

EPISTLE  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all cir-
cumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do 
not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 21but test every-
thing; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of evil. 
23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and 
may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he 
will surely do it. 
 

 
 
No one can 
celebrate a 
genuine 
Christmas 
without being 
truly poor.  
The self-
sufficient, the 
proud, those 
who, because 
they have eve-
rything, look 
down on oth-
ers, those who 
have no need 
even of God—
for them there 
will be no 
Christmas.  
Only the poor, 
the hungry, 
those who need 
someone to 
come on their 
behalf, will 
have that 
someone.  That 
someone is 
God, Em-
manuel, God-
with-us.  
Without pov-
erty of spirit 
there can be no 
abundance of 
God. 
~ Oscar  
 Romero,  

1978  A.D. 
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L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 
as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about 
the light. . . .19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not 
the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an an-
swer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He 
said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 

 
When God 
looks at  
you, and for 
that matter 
all men, He 
does not see 
the rebellious 
Adam of 
Genesis 3 
standing be-
fore Him.  
That rebel-
lious Adam 
has been 
swallowed up 
by the  
second Adam, 
Jesus Christ. 
For God, only 
the second  
Adam, Jesus 
Christ, the 
Son of Mary, 
has reality. 
Just as the 
treachery of 
the first 
Adam became 
yours, even 
more so is the 
obedience of 
the Son of 
Mary yours.  
Whatever 
Christ did for 
our salvation, 
we did it with  
Him because 
God included 
us in Him . . .  
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straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 24(Now 
they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor 
the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after 
me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These 
things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing. 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-
tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins.  We look for  the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

 
. . . Although 
for God the 
first Adam 
has no reality 
any longer, 
on earth 
nasty old 
Adam is alive 
and at work 
in the sons of 
disobedience. 
He loves to 
see Christians 
in despair by 
telling them 
that God still 
sees them in 
the first 
Adam of 
Genesis 3. If 
we throw the 
old Adam out 
the front 
door, we find 
him creeping 
through the 
back door. As 
Luther says, 
he must be 
drowned by 
baptism  
every day, 
but by the 
next morning 
he is back 
again . . . . 
 
[continued 
next page] 
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Please be seated. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Hark!  A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 

 

 

 
 

SERMON 
The Presence of Jesus, Part Three: “Sanctify” 

 

Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all creation according to its needs. 
 

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[continued 
from previous 
page] 

 
 
. . . He likes 
to gossip 
about our 
sins with us 
so that we  
lose the hope 
of salvation. 
Or he likes to 
tell us, like  
he told the 
first Adam, 
that we can 
match the 
holiness of 
God, and thus 
turns us into 
little  hypo-
crites. Throw 
the old rascal 
out . . .  
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Please be seated. 

 

OFFERTORY   
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal music provides 
a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper, offering thanks to 
God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit.  When the Offertory 
ends, please stand. 
 
“Psalm 85” 
 

Refrain:  I will hear what the Lord proclaims; peace to his people. 
 

You showed favor to your land, O Lord; 
you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
 

You forgave the iniquity of your people 
and covered all their sins. 
 

Show us your unfailing love, O Lord, 
and grant us your salvation. 
 

Refrain 
 

I will listen to what God the Lord will say; 
he promises peace to his people, his saints. 
 

Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 
that his glory may dwell in our land. 
 

Love and faithfulness meet together; 
righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen 
 

Refrain 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . Tell him 
that so far as 
God is con-
cerned, the 
first Adam is 
dead and that 
you belong to 
the Son of 
Mary, the 
second Adam, 
Jesus Christ. 
In this Son of 
Mary, who is 
your brother 
and who 
stands at the 
right hand of 
God, you are 
already holy, 
spotless, and 
blameless.  
~ Pr. David 

Scaer, 
1900s A.D.  
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Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-
ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 
with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for 

you.  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One way of 
saying what 
happened 
with Jesus is 
that  
Jesus so at-
tached himself 
to you that if 
God the Fa-
ther  
wants his 
Son, Jesus, he 
is stuck with 
you too. 
~ Robert 

Jenson, 
Conversa-
tions with 
Poppi  

 about God  
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AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 
 
Please be seated.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 
hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 
come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is a great 
mistake to 
believe  
that the 
Lord’s Sup-
per is pro-
faned by be-
ing celebrated 
often. 
~ Swedish 

Lutheran 
bishop, Bo 
Giertz, 
Christ’s 
Church 



15 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
The vocal ensemble will sing the hymns. 

The texts are printed for prayerful meditation. 
 

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 
    Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
    Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
    Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
    Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 
 Born Thy people to deliver; 

    Born a child and yet a king! 
Born to reign in us forever, 
    Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
    Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit 
    Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 
“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” 
 

 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, 
Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 
    Come into the daylight’s splendor, 
    There with joy your praises render. 
Bless the one whose grace unbounded 
This amazing banquet founded; 
    He, though heav’nly, high, and holy, 
    Deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 

 
(continued on next page . . . ) 
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 Hasten as a bride to meet him, 
Eagerly and gladly greet him. 
    There he stands already knocking; 
    Quickly, now, your gate unlocking, 
Open wide the fast-closed portal, 
Saying to the Lord immortal: 
    “Come, and leave your loved one never; 
    Dwell within my heart forever.” 

 
 Now in faith I humbly ponder 

Over this surpassing wonder 
    That the bread of life is boundless 
    Though the souls it feeds are countless; 
With the choicest wine of heaven 
Christ’s own blood to us is given. 
    Oh, most glorious consolation, 
    Pledge and seal of my salvation. 

 
 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 

Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
    Peace beyond all understanding, 
    Joy into all life expanding: 
Humbly now, I bow before you, 
Love incarnate, I adore you; 
    Worthily let me receive you, 
    And, so favored, never leave you. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
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BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
 and forever. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 

“Hark the Glad Sound” … Paul Manz and David Cherwien 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the 
east balcony, above the Baptistery.  Children will gather first in the Bap-
tistery area and then proceed up the steps together.   
 
Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday 
School time.  Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the 
elevator) after the music portion.  Please reclaim your children at 10:45 
a.m.  

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
A Prayer as 
You Go 
O come, O 
come, Em-
manuel, and 
ransom cap-
tive Israel 
who mourns 
in lonely ex-
ile here until 
the Son of 
God appear. 
~ traditional 

antiphon for 
Advent, 
taken from 
the hymn,  

 “O Come,  
 O Come,  
 Emmanuel” 
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Serving at Worship 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson  (at Bethany, 10:30) 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Vocal Ensemble: Rick Hovda; Jim Speckhard; Steve Zeinemann 

Horn: Meagan Cihlar 

Lector: Landis Holdorf 

Radio Announcer: Scott Schubring 

Acolyte: Noah Harter 

Ushers: Marty and Janet Dettmering; 
    Landis and Jewell Holdorf; 
    Gary and Sue Wolslegel 
Elder: Robb Halverson 

Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Connie Lemmer 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


