A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
Lord, fill our
hearts with
your love,
and as you
revealed to
us by an angel the coming of your
Son as man,
so lead us
through His
suffering and
death to the
glory of his
resurrection,
for He lives
and reigns
with you and
the Holy
Spirit, one
God, for ever
and ever.
Amen.

The Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 20, 2020 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. “Nothing is impossible with
God.” Here is the heart of the matter, the difference between a
closed and open mind: no mind is truly open without the possibility of God, which is also the possibility of forgiveness,
mercy, the emptied grave, the risen flesh, and the new creation. As we come to the final Sunday in Advent, we are
brought to this possibility, made reality in the presence of Jesus, the son of a virgin.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of their mother, Pearl
Tranetzki, whose birthday was December 23, by Tom and Emi Tranetzki, and
Polly and Larry Nemec and family.
Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season.
The Radio Broadcast and Flower sponsor sign-up charts for 2021 are now available. The charts are on the wall by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
A Selection of Hymns for Advent IV
As we reflect
on the return
of Christ and
waiting for
Him:

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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“What we
call the beginning is often
the end. And
to make an
end is to make
a beginning.
The end is
where we
start from.”
~ T. S. Eliot
1888-1965
A.D.

It is Advent,
the weeks before Christmas, which
means we are
waiting for
Jesus. It is
the season of
expectation,
of being
primed and
pumped, the
season during
which you are
supposed to
cultivate
longing for
Him, the type
of longing
you feel when
your beloved
has been out
of town for
three weeks
but you know
he is coming
home tonight.
~ Lauren F.
Winner,
Girl Meets
God

P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly
deserved your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P:

Upon this, your confession, I announce the grace of God to all
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending”
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Adorn
yourself,
O cavern.
Make
yourself
ready,
O manger.

GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

For the Virgin is coming
bearing
Christ in
her womb.

KYRIE
P:

O shepherds
and magi,
bring your
gifts and
bear witness.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

~ Thomas
Hopko

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
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P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

COLLECT
P:

Let us pray . . . Stir up your power, O Lord, and come and help
us by your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be
quickly lifted by your grace and mercy; for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT 2 Samuel 7:1-11
1Now

when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given
him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan
the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of
God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all
that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.” 4But that same night
the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my servant
David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell
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in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about
in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I have moved with
all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of
Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying,
“Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore,
thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of
hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that
you should be prince over my people Israel. 9And I have been with
you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of
the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own
place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them
no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over
my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies.
Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a
house.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 89:1-5
L: Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing; from age to age my
mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
C: For I am persuaded that your love is established forever; you
have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
L: “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn an
oath to David my servant:
C: ‘I will establish your line forever, and preserve your throne
for all generations.’ ”
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We do not tell
God where He
will dwell.
God chooses
His dwelling
place, and
whatever He
chooses is His
temple, His
house. He
choose Solomon, the son
of David, to
build a temple
for Him in
Jerusalem.
Later, He
would fashion
a temple-notmade-withhands, His
own body,
grown in the
womb of
Mary. By this
body of His He
still dwells
among us today, interceding for the
saints, bearing
their sins, and
sanctifying
them with His
righteousness.

How did His
mother Mary
become pregnant? Although it is a
great miracle
when a
woman is
made pregnant by a
man, yet God
reserved for
Him the
privilege of
being born of
the Virgin.
Now how
does the
Mother come
to this? . . . .
The angel
Gabriel
brings the
word: Behold, you will
conceive in
your womb
and bear a
son, etc.”
(Luke 1:31).
With these
words Christ
comes not
only into her
heart, but
also into her
womb, as she
hears, grasps,
and believes
it . . . .

L: The heavens bear witness to your wonders, O LORD, and to
your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones.
All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

EPISTLE Romans 16:25-27
25Now

to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the
mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known
to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to
bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise God be glory
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
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GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
26In

the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city
of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name
was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored
one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might
be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end.” 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be,
since I am a virgin?” 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called
holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her
old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with
her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with
God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it
be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from
her.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
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. . . . The
power comes
through the
Word. As
one cannot
deny the fact
that she thus
becomes pregnant through
the Word,
and no one
knows how it
comes about,
so it is in the
sacrament
also. For as
soon as
Christ says:
“This is My
body,” His
body is present through
the Word and
the power of
the Holy
Spirit. If the
Word is not
there, it is
mere bread;
but as soon as
the words are
added they
bring with
them that of
which they
speak.
~ Martin
Luther,
Against the
Fanatics,
1526 A.D.

Alleluia!
Light burst
from your
untouched
womb like a
flower on the
farther side of
death. The
world-tree is
blossoming.
Two realms
become one.
~ Hildegard
of Bingen
1100s A.D.

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for  the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”
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SERMON
The Presence of Jesus, Part Four: “Possible”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
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P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
We are just
as holy as
Mary and the
other saints,
no matter
how great
they are,
when we only
believe in
Christ . . . .
Her being
given great
grace is done
so that we
should venerate her, but
out of God’s
mercy for her.
For we could
not all be
God’s mother,
but apart
from that she
is just like us
and must also
come to grace
through the
blood of
Christ.
~ Martin
Luther
1522 A.D.

Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal or instrumental music provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper,
offering thanks to God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit.
When the Offertory ends, please stand.
“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”
The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
Most highly favored lady.” Gloria!
“For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee;
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
Most highly favored lady.” Gloria!
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said.
“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.”
Most highly favored lady, Gloria!
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
“Most highly favored lady.” Gloria!
Please stand.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we
remember the life our Lord offered for us. Believing in the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share
with us the great and promised feast.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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Creator of the
stars of night,
Your people’s
everlasting
light,
O Christ,
Redeemer of
us all,
We pray You
hear us when
we call.
In sorrow
that the ancient curse
Should doom
to death a
universe,
You came, O
Savior, to set
free
Your own in
glorious liberty.
Come, Sun
and Savior, to
embrace
Our gloomy
world, its
weary race,
As groom to
bride, as bride
to groom:
The wedding
chamber,
Mary’s
womb . . .

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for
you. As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

. . . At Your
great Name, O
Jesus, now
All knees must
bend, all hearts
must bow;
All things on
earth with one
accord,
Like those in
heav’n, shall
call You Lord.

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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Come in Your
holy might, we
pray,
Redeem us for
eternal day;
Defend us
while we dwell
below,
From all assaults of our
dread foe.
~ Advent
Sourcebook

COMMUNION HYMNS
The handchime choir will play various hymns appropriate for the Advent
season. These additional texts are printed for prayerful meditation.
We live always during
Advent. We
are always
waiting for
the messiah
to come. The
messiah has
come, but is
not yet fully
manifest. The
messiah is not
fully manifest
in each of our
souls, not
fully manifest
in humankind
as a whole:
that is to say,
that just as
Christ was
born according to the
flesh in Bethlehem of
Judah, so
must he be
born according to the
spirit in each
of our souls.
~ Jean
Danielou,
1905-1974
A.D.

“Savior of the Nations, Come”
Savior of the nations, come;
Show the glory of the Son!
Ev’ry people, stand in awe;
Praise the perfect Son of God.
Not of human seed or worth,
But from God’s own mystic breath,
Fruit in Mary’s womb begun
When God breathed the Word, his Son.
Wondrous birth! Oh, wondrous child
Of the virgin undefiled!
Mighty God and man in one,
Eager now his race to run!
God the Father is his source,
Back to God he runs his course;
Down to death and hell descends,
God’s high throne he re-ascends.
He leaves heaven to return;
Trav’ling where dull hellfires burn;
Riding out, returning home
As the Savior who has come.
God the Father’s precious Son
Girds himself in flesh to run
For the trophies of our souls,
Longer than this round earth rolls.
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Shining stable in the night,
Breathing vict’ry with your light;
Darkness cannot hide your flame,
Shining bright as Jesus’ name.
“A Great and Mighty Wonder”
A great and mighty wonder,
A full and holy cure:
The virgin bears the infant
With virgin honor pure! Refrain
Refrain: Proclaim the Savior’s birth:
“To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth!”
The Word becomes incarnate
And yet remains on high,
And cherubim sing anthems
To shepherds from the sky. Refrain
While thus they sing your Monarch,
Those bright angelic bands,
Rejoice, O vales and mountains,
And oceans, clap your hands. Refrain
Since all He comes to ransom,
By all be He adored,
The infant born in Bethl’em,
The Savior and the Lord. Refrain
All idols then shall perish
And Satan’s lying cease,
And Christ shall raise His scepter,
Decreeing endless peace. Refrain
Please stand.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A Prayer as
You Go
Come, Lord,
our Savior,
Jesus Christ;
our hearts
are open
wide in
trust. Oh,
show us
now your
lovely grace,
upon our
sorrows
shine your
face, and let
your Holy
Spirit guide
our journey
in your
grace so
wide. We
praise your
holy Name,
from age to
age the
same!
Amen
~ George
Weissel,
1590-1635
A.D.

P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
Toccata on “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”
… John A. Behnke

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the
east balcony, above the Baptistery. Children will gather first in the Baptistery area and then proceed up the steps together.
Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday
School time. Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the
elevator) after the music portion. Please reclaim your children at 10:45
a.m.

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson (at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: Zion Handchime Choir
Vocal Ensemble: Janean Andrus; Ethan Hochberger;
Carter Kulea; Carol Rich
Lector: Jessica Ray
Radio Announcer: Jon Oestreich
Acolyte: Michael Cornell
Ushers: Mark Gehrke; Grace Mueller;
Frank and Tammie Rodemeier
Elder: Landis Holdorf
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Bonnie Waack
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com
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Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Kantor Irene Beethe
Office Manager Pam Gabriel
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
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