A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
We implore
thy incomparable goodness,
enlighten the
eyes of our
understanding and raise
up our mind
from the
heavy sleep
of indolence;
open our
mouth and
fill it with
Thy praise,
that we may
sing and confess Thee,
who art God
glorified in
all and by all.
~ Basil the
Great (330379 A.D.)

First Sunday after Christmas
December 27, 2020 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. Old souls often find comfort in
holding an infant small. How much more does the Infant Jesus comfort the whole world, grown weary by its age-old sin!
Our Christmas joy continues for12 full days and throughout
the year as we listen to St. Simeon and St. Anna in today’s gospel lesson, proclaiming that God’s light of salvation and eternal friendship has arrived in His blessed Son.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today






Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Zion Church by Ivan and Irene
Beethe in loving memory of their parents and in thanksgiving for their children and grandchildren.
The poinsettias are received from the Christmas Decorating Fund. A special insert, listing those who contributed to the Decorating Fund, was included in the
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins. Extra insert forms are on the tables
in the narthex and reception area.
The sponsor charts for 2021 for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers are available for
you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
“God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen”

… Dallas Blair
… Sondra K. Tucker

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”
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GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Just as at the
time of
Christ’s birth
the holy angels joyfully
sang, “Glory
to God in the
highest, and
peace to his
people on
earth,” so in
the same way
this happens
whenever
Christ is born
in our hearts
in a spiritual
manner.
Thus we lift
up our voices
with the angels, laud and
praise Him
from our
hearts, have
peace of conscience, and
are well
pleased with
God’s rule.
~ Johann
Gerhard,
1613 A.D.
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SALUTATION and COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.

What really
makes us who
we are is not
the past or
where we
came from,
but the future
and where we
are going.
The real stuff
in your life is
determined
by what you
hope for—or
better yet,
whom you
put your hope
in…That is
who you become through
“tense hoping.”
~ Steven
Paulson,
A Brief introduction
to Martin
Luther,
2017 A.D.

P:

Let us pray . . . O God, our maker and redeemer, you wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of your Son yet more
wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may
ever be alive in him who made himself to be like us; through
Jesus Christ, Our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 61:10—62:3
10I

will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks
himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride
adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its
sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so
the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. 62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for
Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes
forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. 2The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and
you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will
give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and
a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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GRADUAL
L: To us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder.
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!

EPISTLE Galatians 4:4-7
4When

the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born
of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because
you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if
a son, then an heir through God.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
L: Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
C: My eyes have seen your salvation; a light for revelation to the
Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
22When

the time came for their purification according to the Law of
Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord,
“Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the
Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law
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He is set for
the fall of the
unbelieving
Jews, but for
the resurrection of the
believing
Gentiles.
“And for a
sign that is
spoken
against.” The
cross is a sign
that is spoken
against.
Why? Because many
who did not
believe denied
him at the
cross. They
ridiculed it
both by words
and deeds.
They gave
him vinegar
to drink, offered him gall
for his thirst,
twisted a
wreath of
thorns to put
on his brow,
pierced his
side with a
spear, struck
him their
hands . . .

of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now
there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this
man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple,
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and
blessed God and said, 29“Lord, now you are letting your servant
depart in peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen
your salvation 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your
people Israel.” 33And his father and his mother marveled at what
was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary
his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of
many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will
pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many
hearts may be revealed.” 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in
years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she
was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She
did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and
prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began
to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting
for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39And when they had performed
everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon
him.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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NICENE CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for  the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.
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. . . and shouted
at him with offensive clamor:
“He saved others, but cannot
save himself.”
~ Amphilochius
of Iconium,
373 A.D.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Let all Together Praise Our God”

5

He is a servant, I a lord:
How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.

6

He is the key and He the door
To blessèd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

D 7

Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.
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SERMON
“Under the Law?”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son
of Mary, let us pray.

P: . . . O King of Kings,
C: receive our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, instrumental music
provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper, offering
thanks to God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit. When the
Offertory ends, please stand.
“Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace” - Jacob. B. Weber
Lord, bid Your servant go in peace,
Your word is now fulfilled.
These eyes have seen salvation’s dawn,
This child so long foretold.
This is the Savior of the world,
The Gentiles’ promised light,
God’s glory dwelling in our midst,
The joy of Israel.
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You will have
God one way
or another—
whether with
or without
words. You
will deal with
God as he is
preached
promised, and
given in Jesus
Christ, or you
will have God
outside of
Christ, and
that kind of
naked God
never allows
himself to be
found...Clingi
ng to the
words of God
in hope translates you to a
new Lord so
that your new
life is a new
kind of belonging to the
true God in
trust.
~ Steven
Paulson,
2017 A.D.

With saints of old, with saints to come,
To You we lift our voice;
To Father, Son, and Spirit blest
Be honor, love, and praise.
Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:
Bethlehem
literally
means “the
house of
bread” and
this is exactly
what our altar is: the
house of
bread. He
who promised
to give His
flesh for the
life of the
world now
gives His
flesh as bread.
Everyone
should have a
chance to
visit Bethlehem . . . .

Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your
Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation. Grant that we
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may
ever dwell in him, and he in us.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
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. . . . Especially at
Christmas,
thousands of
pilgrims visit
the place
where Jesus
was reputedly
born. But the
true pilgrimage to Bethlehem is made
to the altar to
receive the
Living Bread.
Every time we
celebrate the
Holy Communion, it is
Christmas all
over again.
~ Reverend
David
Scaer,
1993 A.D.

ACCLAMATION
P:

The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for
you. The Word was made flesh
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.

The Word is
everything to
a child: both
Father and
Mother, both
instructor
and nurse.
“Eat my
flesh,” he
says, “and
drink my
blood.” The
Lord supplies
us with these
intimate nutrients. He
delivers over
his flesh and
pours out his
blood; and
nothing is
lacking for
the growth of
his children.
O incredible
mystery!
~ Clement of
Alexandria,
202 A.D.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
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and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
The organist will play music during the distribution. These texts are
printed for prayerful meditation.
“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”

Gentle Mary laid her child
Lowly in a manger;
There He lay, the Undefiled,
To the world a stranger.
Such a babe in such a place,
Can He be the Savior?
Ask the saved of all the race
Who have found His favor.

I have no taste
for food that
perishes nor
for the pleasures of this
life. I want the
Bread of God
which is the
Flesh of
Christ, who
was the seed of
David, and for
drink I desire
his Blood
which is love
that cannot be
destroyed.
~ Ignatius of
Antioch,
80-110 A.D.

Angels sang about His birth,
Wise Men sought and found Him;
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth
Glory all around Him.
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight,
Heard the angels singing;
All the plains were lit that night,
All the hills were ringing.
Gentle Mary laid her child
Lowly in a manger;
He is still the Undefiled
But no more a stranger.
Son of God of humble birth,
Beautiful the story;
Praise His name in all the earth;
Hail the King of glory!
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“We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth”
We praise You, Jesus, at Your birth;
Clothed in flesh You came to earth.
The virgin bears a sinless boy
And all the angels sing for joy.
Alleluia!
Now in the manger we may see
God’s Son from eternity,
The gift from God’s eternal throne
Here clothed in our poor flesh and bone.
Alleluia!
The virgin Mary’s lullaby
Calms the infant Lord Most High.
Upon her lap content is He
Who keeps the earth and sky and sea.
Alleluia!
The Light Eternal, breaking through,
Made the world to gleam anew;
His beams have pierced the core of night,
He makes us children of the light.
Alleluia!
The very Son of God sublime
Entered into earthly time
To lead us from this world of cares
To heaven’s courts as blessèd heirs.
Alleluia!
In poverty He came to earth
Showing mercy by His birth;
He makes us rich in heav’nly ways
As we, like angels, sing His praise.
Alleluia!
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All this for us our God has done
Granting love through His own Son.
Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice
And sing His praise with endless voice.
Alleluia!

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness,
and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh. Shine forth
his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried from the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”
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A Prayer as
You Go
We thank
You, Lord
Jesus, that
You came to
us and
saved us
from our
deep fall,
that You entered into
our troubles
and that
You draw us
after You
through sorrow and
death to
glory. O
Lord, have
mercy upon
us, upon the
brethren,
and upon
the whole
world!
Amen
~ Bishop Nils
Jakob
Laache,
1883 A.D.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Angels from the Realms of Glory”

… Michael Burkhardt

SUNDAY SCHOOL
There is no Sunday School today. It will resume next Sunday, January 3.

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
(Pr. Gulhaugen at Bethany, 10:30):
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Lector: Scott Ray
Radio Announcer: Scott Schubring
Acolytes: Madison Cornell; Michael Cornell; Noah Harter
Ushers: Sally Christoffersen; Ken Rodemeier;
Steve and Marlene Kroening
Elder: Ken Rodemeier
Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen; Connie Lemmer
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286
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