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Sharing God’s Blessings 
 The fresh evergreen trees at the altar are sponsored by anonymously by a grateful 

member of Zion.  The trees are decorated with chrismons, symbols of Christ, hand-
made by Zion members. 

 Please refer to the bulletin insert for a listing of all who gave to the Christmas 
Decorating Fund. 

 

Zion’s Crèche in the Chapel 
The 19 figures in Zion’s crèche represent the first Christmas:  The Holy Family, the 
Shepherds and the Wise Men, the Animals, and the Angel of the Lord.  Hand-
carved for us by craftsmen in the Black Forest of Oberamergau, Germany, the fig-
ures are made from linden wood.  They were purchased in New York City in 1964 
by Rev. Dale Hansen, former Zion pastor (1961-1974).  Mrs. August C. (Ottille) 
Mueller, a member of Zion, donated the money for the carvings as a gift to the 
children of the parish.  Herbert Ladwig, a Zion parishioner, constructed the 
wooden stable in 1964. 
 

Welcome to the Liturgy of the Angels 
This service, the Liturgy of the Angels, is a time for noise!  
Proclamation, song, wonder—these are the things that the an-
gels brought to the shepherds in the field.  Those heavenly 
messengers proclaimed the Lord’s birth, prompting the shep-
herds to preach it, too.  So this first service is a time to preach, 
to sing, and to pray, all of it sharing the great promise that 
God came in our flesh to suffer, die, and rise for the healing of 
all creation, and that Man still lives and rules today.  Cover 
Art: The angels adore the Christ, unknown artist. 
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”    … Joel Raney 

             “Festive Hymn Settings” — Piano/Organ 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand and face the back. 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST’S BIRTH 
L: The twenty-fifth day of December, 

unknown ages from the time  
 when God created the heavens and the earth 

and then formed man and woman in his own image. 
 Several thousand years after the flood, 

when God made the rainbow shine forth  
 as a sign of the covenant. 
 Twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah; 

thirteen centuries after Moses  
 led the people of Israel out of Egypt. 
 Eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the Judges; 

one thousand years from the anointing of David as king; 
in the sixty-fifth week according to the prophecy of Daniel. 

 In the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 
the seven hundred and fifty-second year  

 from the foundation of the city of Rome. 
 The forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 

the whole world being at peace, 
Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, 

 

 desiring to sanctify the world  
 by his most merciful coming, 
 being conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 and nine months having passed since his conception, 
 was born in Bethlehem of Judea of the Virgin Mary. 
 

       Today is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the 
flesh! 

 

 
The day will 
come when 
Jesus’ victory 
over Satan 
will become 
the shared 
victory of all 
who are 
joined to him. 
Until then, 
we hold on to 
the promise: 
“The God of 
peace will 
soon crush 
Satan under 
your feet 
(Rom 
16:20)”. Un-
til then we 
say, “Come 
quickly, Lord 
Jesus. Come 
and destroy 
the Serpent 
for good. 
Come and 
gather your 
people safely 
to yourself in 
a place for-
ever secure, a 
home even 
better than 
Eden.” 
~ Nancy 

Guthrie, 
Even Better 
than Eden, 
A.D. 2018 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN  “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

C: Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him  Born the king of angels; 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

The highest, most holy, Light of light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

See how the shepherds, Summoned to his cradle, 

Leaving their flocks, Draw nigh to gaze! 

And we, rejoicing, Swiftly add our footsteps: 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God In the highest: 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

VERSICLES 
P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
C: The light shines in the darkness,  
 and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
P: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness,  
 on them has light shined. 
C: We have beheld Christ’s glory,  
 glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When the 
fullness of 
time had 
come, God 
sent forth His 
Son, born of 
woman, born 
under the 
law, to re-
deem those 
who were un-
der the law, 
so that we 
might receive 
adoption as 
sons. 
 
~ Galatians 

4:4-5 
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P: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C: In him was life, and the life was the light of man. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

P: We praise and thank you, O God, through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, through whom you have enlightened us by revealing 

the light that never fades.  Grant that here on earth we may 

walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day awaken 

to the brightness of his glory; through the same Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

FIRST READING  Genesis 3:1-7, 22-24 

P: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

CAROL   “O Sing of Christ”                             . . . sung by the choir 
 

 O sing of Christ, whose birth made known 
The kindness of the Lord, 
Eternal Word made flesh and bone 
So we could be restored. 
Upon our frail humanity 
God’s finger chose to trace 
The fullness of His deity, 
The icon of His grace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is one 
God, and 
there is one 
mediator be-
tween God 
and men, the 
man Christ 
Jesus, who 
gave himself 
as a ransom 
for all, which 
is the testi-
mony give at 
the proper 
time. 
 
~ 1 Timothy 

2:5-6 
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 What Adam lost, none could reclaim, 
And Paradise was barred 
Until the second Adam came 
To mend what sin had marred. 
For when the time was full and right 
God sent His only Son; 
He came to us as life and light 
And our redemption won. 

 
 He came to that which was His own, 

But He was not received; 
Yet still through Him God’s glory shone, 
And some His name believed. 
To these He gave the right to be 
The heirs of heav’n above, 
Born not of human ancestry 
But born of God in love. 

 
 Lord Jesus Christ, You deigned to dwell 

Among us here on earth 
As God with us, Emmanuel, 
To bring this holy birth. 
Though rich, You willingly became 
One with our poverty, 
That we might share Your wealth and name 
For all eternity! 

 

HYMN  “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any one 
thinking of 
the Holy 
Child as born 
in December 
would mean 
by it exactly 
what we 
mean by it; 
that Christ is 
not merely a 
summer sun 
of the pros-
perous but a 
winter fire for 
the unfortu-
nate. 
~ G.K.  
 Chesteron, 

“The 
Streets of 
the City,” 
The New 
Jerusalem, 
A.D. 1920 
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SECOND READING  Isaiah 62:1-5, 10-12 

P: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN     “Antiphonal Carol”                                   … Paul Manz 

Choir:  Listen, children, hear the music of the angels up above 

 Singing to our newborn Savior, Jesus Christ, Gloria! 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus said to 
Nathan-
ael, “Truly, 
truly, I say to 
you, you will 
see heaven 
opened, 
and the an-
gels of God 
ascending 
and descend-
ing on the 
Son of Man. 
 
~ John 1:51 
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Choir:  In Bethlehem of David, in a manger so small,  
 Sleeps the Child, the Son of Mary, and Redeemer of all. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Choir:  Let us hasten to the manger, see this lovely holy Child,  
 Give our hearts to be his cradle, His soft bed undefiled. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The day of the 
birth of the 
Child at Beth-
lehem is the 
most impor-
tant day of 
history. The 
birth itself is 
the most im-
portant event 
which ever 
had or ever 
will take 
place. It is the 
birth of Jesus 
Christ, the 
Son of God 
and the Sav-
ior of the 
world. 
 
Even 
heaven’s 
Christmas 
song did not 
once awaken 
the sleeping 
world; it slept 
on, uncon-
cerned about 
the newborn 
Child... 
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Choir:  Happy hearts now join in singing,  
 Let your lips no silence keep;  
 For the Lord, the Son of heaven, saved us from  
 death’s dark sleep. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

THIRD READING  Luke 1:26-28 

P: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

CAROL  “The Angel Gabriel”                        . . . sung by the choir 
 

 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favored lady.” 
Gloria! 

 

 
 
...Yet what has 
happened in 
the past 1,800 
years? The 
story of the 
birth at Beth-
lehem in deep-
est humility 
has gone out 
into all lands 
unto the ends 
of the earth—
and this story 
has trans-
formed the 
world. Whole 
nations to-
gether with 
their rulers 
have thrown 
themselves 
down before 
the manger. 
From century 
to century, 
from nation to 
nation, mil-
lions and ever 
new millions 
have. 
 
~ C.F.W. 

Walther, 
Christmas 
Sermon, 
A.D. 1870 
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 “For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honor thee; 
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
Most highly favored lady.” 
Gloria! 

 

 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 
“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.” 
Most highly favored lady, 
Gloria! 

 

 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
“Most highly favored lady.” 
Gloria! 

 

HYMN  “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Concerning 
this salva-
tion, the 
prophets who 
prophesied 
about the 
grace that 
was to be 
yours 
searched and 
inquired care-
fully, inquir-
ing what per-
son or time 

the Spirit of 
Christ in 
them was in-
dicating  
when he pre-
dicted the 
sufferings of 
Christ and 
the subse-
quent glo-
ries…  
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FOURTH READING  Luke 2:1-14 

P: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN  “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
...It was re-
vealed to them 
that they were 
serving not 
themselves but 
you, in the 
things that 
have now been 
announced to 
you through 
those who 
preached the 
good news to 
you by the 
Holy Spirit 
sent from 
heaven, things 
into which 
angels long to 
look.  
~ 1 Peter  
 1:10-12 
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SERMON 
 

Please stand. 

 

MAGNIFICAT   
P: Today Christ is born, today the Savior has appeared. 

C: Today angels sing on earth, archangels exult,  

P: today the righteous rejoice and sing,  

C: Glory to God in the highest. 

 
Congregation:   

 

 

 
 

Choir:   For He has regarded 
the lowliness of His handmaiden. 
For behold, from this day 
all generations will call me blessed. 
For the Mighty One has done great things to me, 
and holy is His name; 
And His mercy is on those who fear Him 
from generation to generation. 
 

Congregation:   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Since there-
fore the chil-
dren share in 
flesh and 
blood, he him-
self like-
wise partook 
of the same 
things, 
that through 
death he 
might destroy
 the one who 
has the power 
of death, that 
is, the devil, 
and deliver 
all those 
who through 
fear of death 
were subject 
to lifelong 
slavery. For 
surely it is 
not angels 
that he helps, 
but he helps 
the offspring 
of Abraham..  
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Choir:   He has shown strength with his arm; 

He has scattered the proud  
 in the imagination of their hearts. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones 
and has exalted the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich He has sent empty away. 
He has helped his servant Israel  

 in remembrance of his mercy 
as He spoke to our fathers,  

 to Abraham and to his seed forever.  
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  

Amen 

 

Congregation:   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...Therefore he 
had to be made 
like his broth-
ers in every 
respect, so 
that he might 
become a mer-
ciful and faith-
ful high 
priest in the 
service of God, 
to make propi-
tiation for the 
sins of the peo-
ple. For be-
cause he him-
self has suf-
fered when 
tempted, he is 
able to help 
those who are 
being tempted. 
  
~ Hebrews  
 2:14-18 
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P: Today Christ is born, today the Savior has appeared. 

C: Today angels sing on earth, archangels exult,  

P: today the righteous rejoice and sing,  

C: Glory to God in the highest. 

 

Please kneel. 

 

THE LITANY 
Each petition will end with “let us pray to the Lord,” to which the congre-

gation responds, 

 
 

P: For the faithful who have gone before us and are at rest, let us 

give thanks to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

C: (silence for meditation) 
 

P: Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend 

ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord. 

 
 

P: I thank you, my heavenly Father, 

C: through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Litany is 
a responsive 
prayer of the 
church, peni-
tential in 
character but 
unselfish in 
its interces-
sion for all 
human need 
and mighty 
in its grasp of 
the grounds 
for divine 
compassion. 
It is the most 
ancient of the 
services of the 
church except 
the Holy 
Communion. 
 
~ Luther 

Reed, The 
Lutheran 
Liturgy, 
A.D. 1947 
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kept me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all 

my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me 

this night.  For into your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let your holy angel be with me, that 

the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-

passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 

 

Please stand. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please light your individual candle from the aisle candles. 

 

HYMN  “Silent Night, Holy Night!” 
 

C: Silent night, holy night!   

 All is calm, all is bright 

 Round yon Virgin Mother and child,  

 Holy Infant, so tender and mild,  

 Sleep in heavenly peace,  

 Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

 Silent night, holy night!   

 Shepherds quake at the sight; 

 Glories stream from heaven afar,  
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 Heav’nly hosts sing alleluia;  

 Christ the Savior is born!   

 Christ the Savior is born! 

 

 Silent night, holy night!   

 Son of God, love’s pure light 

 Radiant beams from your holy face,  

 With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at your birth,  

 Jesus, Lord, at your birth! 

 

Please extinguish your candle, holding the candle upright until it cools.  

Place the candle in the baskets by the exits. 

 

BENEDICTION 
P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried from the sanctuary. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  “Joy to the World” 
 

C: Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive its King; 
 Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 
 And heav’n and nature sing, 
 And heav’n and nature sing, 
 And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 
 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 While fields and floods, 
 Rocks, hills, and plains 
 Repeat the sounding joy, 
 Repeat the sounding joy, 

 
A Prayer  
As You Go 
Heavenly 
Father, 
even your 
angels 
longed to 
behold 
what we 
know now 
to be true: 
salvation 
has come 
to this 
fallen 
world in 
Your only 
begotten 
Son, Jesus 
Christ: true 
God and 
true Man. 
Help us to 
savor all 
the gifts 
this Savior 
has come 
to bring: 
peace, 
mercy, for-
giveness, 
and ever-
lasting life. 
Amen.   
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 Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 Nor thorns infest the ground; 
 He comes to make his blessings flow 
 Far as the curse is found, 
 Far as the curse is found, 
 Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 And makes the nations prove 
 The glories of his righteousness 
 And wonders of his love, 
 And wonders of his love, 
 And wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

POSTLUDE 
“An Angelic Celebration” 

  … Joel Raney — Christmas Excursions— Piano/Organ 
 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory  
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Serving at Worship 
Preaching:  The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

Presiding:  The Rev. Christopher Johnson 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Flute: Jacob Roseman 

Piano: Molly Roseman 

Choir: Rick Hovda; Vicky Radunz;  

    Cyndi Reuter; Jim Speckhard 

Elder: Scott Schubring 

Acolytes: Madison Cornell; Michael Cornell; Ashtyn Fernstaedt 

Altar Guild: Connie Lemmer 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


