A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
Before Thy
birth, O Lord,
the angelic
hosts looked
with trembling
on this mystery
and were struck
with wonder:
for Thou who
hast adorned
the vault of
heaven with
stars hast been
well pleased to
be born as a
babe; and Thou
who holdest all
the ends of the
earth in the hollow of Thy
hand art laid in
a manger of
dumb beasts.
Glory to Thee,
O Christ. Amen
~ ancient verse
from the liturgy
of Christmas
matins

Second Sunday after Christmas
January 3, 2021 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. Christmas continues as our
Scripture readings speak to us of Christ’s childhood: growing
and maturing, destined for the cross, His heart set on you.
Single-minded in His calling to save creation, He startles Mary
and Joseph in today’s gospel reading by slipping from their
care to stay at the temple, the home of His true Father. There
He demonstrates to the teachers that He is true Wisdom, come
to make all human beings wise, and that Wisdom shines on
you this day as we gather in His presence.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Tom and Pam Gabriel, and David
and Jane Johnson in thanksgiving for many blessings received.
The poinsettias are received from the Christmas Decorating Fund. A special insert, listing those who contributed to the Decorating Fund, was included in the
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins. Extra insert forms are on the table
in the reception area by the church office.
The sponsor charts for 2021 for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers are available for
you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area

1

To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDES
“We Three Kings”
“Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”

… Manz
… Bloedow & Ore

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “God of Grace and God of Glory”

God loves
each of us as
if there were
only one of
us.
~ Augustine
354-430
A.D.
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GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

4

GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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The Gloria,
having disappeared for
Advent and
perhaps
longer, no
returns in
Christmas.
Why? The
words,
“Glory to
God in the
highest, and
peace to his
people on
earth,” are
the words
first sung by
the angels to
the shepherds
on the eve of
our Lord’s
birth (Luke
2:14). They
are the very
first
“Christmas
carol,” and
now find
their way
from the angels’ lips to
ours as we,
too, announce
the reign of
God on earth
through
Christ His
Son.

SALUTATION and COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.
The effort to
return Christ
to Christmas
in the department stores
and malls is
as futile as
trying to turn
back the coming of the
snows of winter. It is better to let the
world go its
way and turn
within, to
hear again the
ancient and
stirring
words of
Scripture, to
let the
rhythm of the
church calendar order our
celebration,
and to make
the most of
the disjunction between
the shopping
frenzy that
goes on
around us
and the
church’s festival . . . .

P:

C:

Let us pray . . . Almighty God, you have poured into our
hearts the true light of your incarnate word. Grant that this
light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT 1 Kings 3:4-15
The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great
high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on
that altar. 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by
night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6And Solomon
said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant
David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you
have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him
a son to sit on his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my God, you
have made your servant king in place of David my father, although
I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come
in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you
have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted
for multitude. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind
to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil,
for who is able to govern this your great people?” 10It pleased the
Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him,
“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long
life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
4
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understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind,
so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall
arise after you. 13I give you also what you have not asked, both
riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all
your days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes
and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will
lengthen your days.” 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a
dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
L: To us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder.
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3-14
3Blessed

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In
love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ,
according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished
upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in
Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth. 11In him we have obtained an
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. . . For the
world Christmas is the end
of something,
for the church
it is a beginning. Each
December I am
astonished that
on the radio
and in the
stores Christmas music
ceases at once
the day after
Christmas,
and already on
the morning of
December 26,
the disc jockeys begin talking about
Christmas in
the past tense.
Yet on the second day of
Christmas the
church has
just begun her
celebration
and will continue to sing
“Gloria in excelsis Deo” . . .
.
~ Robert L.
Wilken,
a sermon,
1900s A.D.

Your human
family, for all
its strengths,
is not enough
to make you a
disciple.
Therefore
Christ
through the
church has
found it helpful to take
you out of
your family,
to adopt you,
to baptize
you, thus
placing you
within a
much more
expansive
experience of
family,
namely, the
church. In
the church,
you are made
to call people
who would
have been
strangers,
“sister,
brother” . . .

inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of
him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise
of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with
the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
L: Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.
And the favor of God was upon him.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
40The

child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.
And the favor of God was upon him. 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And when he was
twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when
the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44but supposing
him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem,
searching for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding
and his answers. 48And when his parents saw him, they were aston8

ished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us
so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great
distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me?
Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50And they
did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51And he
went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive
to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.
52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with
God and man.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the for9

. . . Here is a
“family”
which knows
no social, economic, racial,
or political
boundaries.
Here is a family in which
your grandparents don’t
live “over the
river and
through the
woods” but
rather in Jerusalem, Rome,
New Delhi,
Nairobi. These
saints, now
your parents
in the faith,
show you the
way.
~ William
Willimon,
born
1946 A.D.

giveness of sins. We look for  the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Within the Father's House”
Let us also
stand in the
Temple and
behold God’s
Son and embrace him;
and that we
may have his
leave to start
on our way
towards a
better land,
let us pray to
God, the allpowerful, and
to the little
Jesus himself,
whom we so
much want to
speak and to
hold in our
arms. His are
glory and
power now
and always.
Amen.
~ Origen,
200s A.D.

5 Lord, visit Thou our souls
And teach us by Thy grace
Each dim revealing of Thyself
With loving awe to trace
D
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Till we behold Thy face
And know as we are known
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Coequal Three in One.

SERMON
“Jesus and His Father”
Please kneel.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son
of Mary, let us pray.

P: . . . O King of Kings,
C: receive our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, instrumental music
provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper, offering
thanks to God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit. When the
Offertory ends, please stand.
“O Word of God, Incarnate”
O Word of God incarnate,
O Wisdom from on high,
O Truth unchanged, unchanging,
O Light of our dark sky:
We praise You for the radiance
That from the hallowed page,
A lantern to our footsteps,
Shines on from age to age.
The Church from You, dear Master,
Received the gift divine;
And still that light is lifted
O’er all the earth to shine.
(continued on the next page . . . )
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It is the chart and compass
That, all life’s voyage through,
Mid mists and rocks and quicksands
Still guides, O Christ, to You.
O make Your Church, dear Savior,
A lamp of burnished gold
To bear before the nations
Your true light as of old!
O teach Your wand’ring pilgrims
By this their path to trace
Till, clouds and darkness ended,
They see You face to face!
Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your
Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation. Grant that we
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may
ever dwell in him, and he in us.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.
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P:

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

O Bread of
life!
O Bread of
angels!
Jesus Christ,
true Life of
the world!
Who ever
feedest us,
and never
failest in Thyself!
Heal us of all
our weakness;

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

that being
refreshed on
earth by Thee
as our food for
the journey,

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”

we may feed
on Thee, to
our fill, in
eternity.

In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.
13

~ ancient
verse

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for
you. The Word was made flesh
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.

14

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
The vocalists will sing the hymns during the distribution. These texts are
printed for prayerful meditation.
“Now Sing We, Now, Rejoice”

Now sing we, now rejoice,
Now raise to heav’n our voice;
He from whom joy streameth
Poor in a manger lies;
Not so brightly beameth
The sun in yonder skies.
Thou my Savior art!
Thou my Savior art!
Come from on high to me;
I cannot rise to Thee.
Cheer my wearied spirit,
O pure and holy Child;
Through Thy grace and merit,
(continued on the next page . . . )
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You have
heard it said
that the family
that prays together stays
together. I say
to you that the
family that
eats together
stays together.
. . . And if
mealtimes are
basic for the
unity and
maintenance of
human families, how much
more basic is
this table fellowship for the
family of God.
Something
sacred happens
to people who
have shared
food and drink.
~ William H.
Willimon
Worship as
Pastoral
Care

Blest Jesus, Lord most mild,
Draw me unto Thee!
Draw me unto Thee!
Now through His Son doth shine
The Father’s grace divine.
Death was reigning o’er us
Through sin and vanity
Till He opened for us
A bright eternity.
May we praise Him there!
May we praise Him there!
Oh, where shall joy be found?
Where but on heav’nly ground?
Where the angels singing
With all His saints unite,
Sweetest praises bringing
In heav’nly joy and light.
Oh, that we were there!
Oh, that we were there!
“Now the Silence”
Now the silence
Now the peace
Now the empty hands uplifted
Now the kneeling
Now the plea
Now the Father’s arms in welcome
Now the hearing
Now the pow’r
Now the vessel brimmed for pouring
Now the body
Now the blood
Now the joyful celebration
Now the wedding
Now the songs
16

Now the heart forgiven leaping
Now the Spirit’s visitation
Now the Son’s epiphany
Now the Father’s blessing
Now
Now
Now

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness,
and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh. Shine forth
his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried from the sanctuary.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN “We Three Kings”
A Prayer
as You Go
Almighty
and everlasting God,
who
stooped to
raise fallen
humanity
through the
childbearing of
blessed
Mary; grant
that we,
who have
seen your
glory revealed in
our human
nature and
your love
made perfect in our
weakness,
may daily
be renewed
in your image and conformed to
the pattern
of your Son
Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
~ an ancient
collect

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“We Three Kings”

… Bloedow

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the
east balcony, above the Baptistery. Children will gather first in the Baptistery area and then proceed up the steps together.
Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday
School time. Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the
elevator) after the music portion. Please reclaim your children at 10:45
a.m.
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+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde (at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Rod Riese
Clarinet: Dan Maguire
Vocal Ensemble: Tim Pagel; Tyler Pagel; Jim Speckhard;
Steve Zeinemann
Lector: Robert Hochberger
Radio Announcer: Dick Ames
Acolytes: Ashtyn Fernstaedt; Noah Harter; Carter Kulesa
Ushers: Donald Budnik; Fred Fenhaus; Robb Halverson
Elder: Landis Holdorf
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Anna Mae Zeinemann
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com
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To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
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