
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
Lord, I know 
that You pos-
sess power 
and author-
ity. Let it 
come to me. 
Let it sweep 
through my 
heart and 
sweep every-
thing away 
that prevents 
You from 
reigning 
therein. 
Lord, pro-
vide us with 
Your ser-
vants today, 
who can 
speak Your 
Word with 
power and 
authority, 
the Word 
that really is 
Yours.  
Amen. 
~ Bo Giertz 

The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
January 31, 2021+ 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  It must have been quite some-
thing to see so many differing reactions to the itinerant minis-
try of our Lord Jesus. Certain men dropped everything they 
were doing to follow Jesus while others completely ignored 
Him. Some were astonished by His powerful preaching and 
teaching while others were envious and critical. Some where 
amazed and were cut to the heart while others listened but 
were tone deaf to the symphony of mercy before them. Is Jesus 
to be revered or feared? 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by the family of Ernest Roesler, in 

memory of his February 2nd birthday. 
 The Flowers at the Altar are sponsored by Donna Nuernberg in thankfulness 

for all of God’s blessings. 
 The bulletins are sponsored in loving memory of Zion members who passed 

away in 2020, from the Zion Lenten Soup Committee. 
 The sponsor charts for 2021 for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers are available for 

you to sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   

1 2 
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PRELUDE 
“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”  

… Wayne L. Wold and Paul Manz 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-

fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 

just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. 

 

Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sin is always 
reckless and 
foolish. It 
never makes 
sense in the 
light of day. 
It always 
takes away 
rather than 
adds to our 
lives. It de-
stroys rather 
than creates. 
 
~ Nancy 

Guthrie, 
Even Better 
Than Eden, 
2018 A.D. 
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P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-
dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN  “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus reveals 
who He truly 
is. He is more 
than a man 
from Naz-
areth. He is 
more than a 
teacher with 
authority. He 
is the cosmic 
Christ. This 
is His syna-
gogue, and 
these are His 
people. His 
rule is over 
all things, 
visible and 
invisible... 



5 

 

 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
His power is 
without 
equal. He has 
come into this 
world to fight 
against Satan 
and to defeat 
him. He will 
set free all the 
people Satan 
claims as his 
own.  
 
~ David 

Schmitt, 
1517.org, 
A.D. 2021 
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P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA 
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
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SALUTATION  and  COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, you know we live in the midst 

of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand up-

right.  Grant strength and protection to support us in all dan-

gers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
15“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen—
 16just as you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of 
the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of 
the Lord my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And 
the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken.      
18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 
brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak 
to them all that I command him. 19And whoever will not listen to 
my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of 
him. 20But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name 

 
 
 
Moses was a 
forth telling 
prophet, but 
near the end of 
his life, he also 
foretold the 
advent of the 
Prophet of 
prophets. As a 
true prophet, 
Jesus did not 
speak on his 
own authority, 
but he said 
what the Fa-
ther had told 
him to say… 
Indeed, many 
people thought 
he was just a 
prophet or an 
Old Testament 
prophet come 
back to life… 
But as Peter 
confessed, he 
was much 
more: “You 
are the Christ, 
the Son of the 
living God.” 
 
~ Chad Bird, 

Unveiling 
Mercy, A.D. 
2020 
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that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the 
name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’”  
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 111 
P: Hallelujah!  I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole 

heart, in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
 
C: Great are the deeds of the LORD!  They are studied by all who 

delight in them. 
 
P: His work is full of majesty and splendor, and his righteousness 

endures forever. 
 
C: He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; the LORD 

is gracious and full of compassion. 
 
P: He gives food to those who fear him; he is ever mindful of his 

covenant. 
 
C: He has shown his people the power of his works in giving 

them the lands of the nations. 
 
P: The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; all his com-

mandments are sure. 
 
C: They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in 

truth and equity. 
 
P: He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his covenant 

forever; holy and awesome is his name. 
 
C: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; those who 

act accordingly have a good understanding.  His praise en-
dures forever. 

 

 
 
 
 
The 111th 
psalm is a 
psalm of 
thanks for the 
people of Is-
rael to sing at 
the Passover, 
concerning 
the Passover 
Lamb. In this 
psalm they 
learn to 
praise God 
and give 
thanks in a 
fine, short 
song for all 
His wonder-
ful works, 
especially for 
the spiritual 
authority, 
priesthood, 
Passover, 
Law, Word, 
freedom, jus-
tice, the land, 
help, and 
other bless-
ings. 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Sum-
maries of 
the Psalms, 
A.D. 1531  



9 

 

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen 

 

EPISTLE  1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
1Concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess 
knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up.         
2If anyone imagines that he knows something, he does not yet 
know as he ought to know. 3But if anyone loves God, he is known 
by God. 4Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we 
know that “an idol has no real existence,” and that “there is no God 
but one.” 5For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or 
on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”—
 6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things 
and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom 
are all things and through whom we exist. 7However, not all pos-
sess this knowledge. But some, through former association with 
idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, be-
ing weak, is defiled. 8Food will not commend us to God. We are no 
worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care 
that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling 
block to the weak. 10For if anyone sees you who have knowledge 
eating in an idol’s temple, will he not be encouraged, if his con-
science is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11And so by your 
knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom 
Christ died. 12Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding 
their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13There-
fore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest    
I make my brother stumble. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
One can know 
that God alone 
is God, yet 
have no part in 
the life that 
comes from 
Him. That 
knowledge is 
inflating. It 
makes people 
self-confident. 
Life in God—
what Paul 
calls here 
love—builds 
up and creates 
faith and fel-
lowship with 
God and man. 
The right kind 
of knowledge 
is very impor-
tant. Even 
more impor-
tant, however, 
is the devotion 
that comes 
through fel-
lowship with 
Christ. 
 
~ Bo Giertz,  
 To Live with 

Christ, A.D. 
1974 
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VERSE 

L: Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  
They were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
who had authority.  
Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath 
[Jesus] entered the synagogue and was teaching. 22And they were 
astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had au-
thority, and not as the scribes. 23And immediately there was in their 
synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24“What 
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to de-
stroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the 
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, 
came out of him. 27And they were all amazed, so that they ques-
tioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching 
with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they 
obey him.” 28And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout 
all the surrounding region of Galilee.  
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was con-

ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At last, the 
man became 
himself again, 
speaking nor-
mally and in 
a calm voice. 
Then every-
one began to 
ask in aston-
ishment: 
What is this? 
He com-
mands even 
the evil spir-
its and they 
obey him...It 
was Jesus’ 
peculiar 
words—
words with 
power and 
authority—
that had this 
strange effect. 
 
~ Bo Giertz, 

To Live 
with Christ, 
A.D. 1974 
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and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he 

rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the liv-

ing and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Son of God, Eternal Savior” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
There are two 
equal and 
opposite er-
rors into 
which our 
race can fall 
about the dev-
ils. One is to 
disbelieve in 
their exis-
tence. The 
other is to 
believe, and 
to feel an ex-
cessive and 
unhealthy 
interest in 
them. They 
themselves 
are equally 
pleased by 
both errors 
and hail a 
materialist or 
a magician 
with the same 
delight. 
 
~ C.S. Lewis, 

Screwtape 
Letters, 
1942 A.D.  
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SERMON 
“Supreme Terror; Supreme Comfort” 

 

Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son 

of Mary, let us pray. 
 

P: . . . O King of Kings, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERTORY   
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal music provides 
a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper, offering thanks to 
God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit.  When the Offertory 
ends, please stand. 
 
“Brightest and Glorious Is the Sky” 

 

Bright and glorious is the sky, 
Radiant are the heavens high 
Where the golden stars are shining 
All their rays to earth inclining 
Beckon us to heav’n above, 
Beckon us to heav’n above. 
 
On that holy Christmas night 
Through the darkness beamed a light; 
All the stars above were paling, 

 
Jesus’ word, 
presented 
with a sover-
eign author-
ity which per-
mitted nei-
ther debate 
nor theoreti-
cal reflection, 
confronted 
the congrega-
tion with the 
absolute 
claim of God 
upon their 
whole per-
son...In the 
presence of 
Jesus men are 
disturbed, 
and this dis-
turbance is 
the precise act 
of fishing to 
which Jesus 
had called the 
four fisher-
men. 
 
~ William 

Lane, The 
Gospel of 
Mark, 1974 
A.D. 
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All their luster slowly failing 
As the Christmas star drew nigh, 
As the Christmas star drew nigh. 
 
Sages from the East afar, 
When they saw this wondrous star, 
Went to find the king of nations 
And to offer their oblations 
Unto him as Lord and King, 
Unto him as Lord and King. 
 
Him they found in Bethlehem, 
Yet he wore no diadem; 
They but saw a maiden lowly 
With an infant pure and holy 
Resting in her loving arms, 
Resting in her loving arms. 
 
Guided by the star, they found 
Him whose praise the ages sound. 
We too have a star to guide us 
Which forever will provide us 
With the light to find our Lord. 
With the light to find our Lord. 
 
As a star, God’s holy Word 
Leads us to our King and Lord; 
Brightly from its sacred pages 
Shall this light throughout the ages 
Shine upon our path of life. 
Shine upon our path of life. 

 
Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your 

Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation.  Grant that we 
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may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may 

ever dwell in him, and he in us. 

C: Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for 

you.  The Word was made flesh 
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

“Our Father 
who art in 
heaven.”  
 
What does this 
mean?  
 
With these 
words God 
tenderly in-
vites us to be-
lieve that He is 
our true Fa-
ther and that 
we are His 
true children, 
so that with all 
boldness and 
confidence we 
may ask Him 
as dear chil-
dren ask their 
dear father. 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Small 
Catechism, 
1529 A.D. 
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Please be seated.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 
hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 
come forward to ask for a blessing. 
 
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
The vocalists sing the hymns during the distribution.  The texts are 

printed for prayerful meditation. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
These words, 
“Given and 
shed for you 
for the forgive-
ness of sins,” 
show us that 
in the Sacra-
ment forgive-
ness of sins, 
life and salva-
tion are given 
us through 
these words. 
For where 
there is for-
giveness of 
sins, there is 
also life and 
salvation. 
 
~ Martin Lu-

ther, Small 
Catechism, 
1529 A.D. 
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“The People that in Darkness Sat 
 

 The people that in darkness sat 
A glorious light have seen; 
The light has shined on them who long 
In shades of death have been, 
In shades of death have been. 

 
 To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness, 

The gath’ring nations come; 
They joy as when the reapers bear 
Their harvest treasures home, 
Their harvest treasures home. 

 
 To us a Child of hope is born, 

To us a Son is giv’n, 
And on His shoulder ever rests 
All pow’r in earth and heav’n, 
All pow’r in earth and heav’n. 

 
 His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 

The Everlasting Lord, 
The Wonderful, the Counselor, 
The God by all adored, 
The God by all adored. 

 
 His righteous government and pow’r 

Shall over all extend; 
On judgment and on justice based, 
His reign shall have no end, 
His reign shall have no end. 

 
D Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

And make us Thine alone, 
Who with the Father ever art 
And Holy Spirit, one, 
And Holy Spirit, one. 
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“O Chief of Cities, Bethlehem” 
 

O chief of cities, Bethlehem, 
Of David’s crown the fairest gem, 
But more to us than David’s name, 
In you, as man, the Savior came. 
 
Beyond the sun in splendor bright, 
Above you stands a wondrous light 
Proclaiming from the conscious skies 
That here, in flesh, the Godhead lies. 
 
The Wise Men, seeing him so fair, 
Bow low before him, and with prayer 
Their treasured eastern gifts unfold 
Of incense, myrrh, and royal gold. 
 
The golden tribute owns him king, 
But frankincense to God they bring, 
And last prophetic sign, with myrrh 
They shadow forth his sepulcher. 
 

D O Jesus, whom the Gentiles see, 
With Father, Spirit, One in Three: 
To you, O God, be glory giv’n 
By saints on earth and saints in heav’n. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: Let us pray.  O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness, 

and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh.  Shine forth 

his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
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SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” … Robert A. Hobby 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the 
east balcony, above the Baptistery.  Children will gather first in the Bap-
tistery area and then proceed up the steps together.   
 

Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday 
School time.  Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the 
elevator) after the music portion.  Please reclaim your children at 10:45 
a.m. 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
Preaching:  The Rev. Christopher Johnson 

Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 

           (Pr. Gulhaugen at Bethany, 10:30) 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Trumpet: Kevin Short 

Vocal Ensemble: Janean Andrus; Vicky Radunz;  

         Cyndi Reuter; Carol Rich 

Lector: Mark Gehrke 

Radio Announcer: Dick Ames 

Acolyte: Ethan Hochberger 

Elder: Landis Holdorf 

Altar Guild: Debra Thomas; Anna Mae Zeinemann 

 

 
 

A Prayer as 
You Go 
Deliver us, O 
Lord, from 
any and all 
evil that may 
afflict us. Let 
Your Holy 
Spirit have 
free course in 
and through 
us that noth-
ing opposed 
to Your will 
and kingdom 
may lead us 
astray. Con-
tinue to make 
us Your holy 
people 
through 
Word and 
Sacrament 
and let Your 
holy angel be 
with me, that 
the evil foe 
may have no 
power over 
men. Amen. 
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