A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
Christ our
Lord, You suffered and
were tempted.
You are powerful to come
to the aid of
those who are
assailed by the
devil, for you
are the support of Christian people. O
Lord, protect
with Your
Right Hand
those who
trust in Your
name. Deliver
them from the
Evil One, and
grant them everlasting joy.
Amen.
~ Gregory of
Khandzta, 759
-861 A.D.

The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 7, 2021+ 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. Our Lord cast out demons like
the wind blowing withered-up leaves. They proved no match
for Him, and whole villages flocked to Him for protection,
healing, and strength. Yet our Lord also sought renewal for
His own spirit, and He sought it in “desolate,” or lonely and
wild, places. Why did He go to such places, and what happens when we follow Him there?

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




The Flowers at the Altar are sponsored by Tom and Emi Tranetzki and Larry
and Polly Nemec: in loving memory of their father, George Tranetzki, whose
birthday is February 7; and in memory of their parents, George & Pearl Tranetzki, whose wedding anniversary was also February 7; and in loving memory of Emi’s mom, Hide Oshima, who passed away February 20, 2011.
The bulletins are sponsored by Roger and Jane Ziebell and family, in thanksgiving for many blessings.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.

2
Baptistery

Chapel

Nave

6

5

4

Narthex

2

3

PRELUDE
Three Compositions on “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
… Johann Gottfried Walther, Larry Visser, and Paul Manz

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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Most glorious
Lord of life,
that on this
day didst
make thy triumph over
death and sin;
and having
harrowed hell
didst bring
away captivity thence
captive, us to
win: This
joyous day,
dear Lord,
with joy begin, and
grant that we
for whom
thou didest
die...

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
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GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

5

...being with
thy dear blood
clean washed
from sin, may
live forever in
felicity.
~Edmund
Spencer,
16th
Century
A.D.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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SALUTATION and COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.

P:

C:

Let us pray . . . O Lord, keep your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the hope of your heavenly
grace, we may ever be defended by your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 40:21-31
21Do

you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you
from the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth,
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the
heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell in;
23who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth
as emptiness. 24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely
has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows on them, and
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So what is liturgy? Not
just another
thing the
church does.
It is what the
church is—a
cosmic family
reunion, perpetually gathered around a
mystery and
sharing it,
conversing,
listening, glorifying and
thanking the
Triune God,
and feasting
again with
him.
~ Robert
Tobias,
Heaven on
Earth

God has filled
our ears with
the Word,
encouraging
us, comforting us, upholding us,
and uplifting
us. God’s
Word is
God’s power,
the power of
the Spirit to
uphold us in
our weakness,
to overcome
all the temptations we
face, to win
the victory for
us.
~Forde and
Nestingen,
1975 A.D.

they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 25To
whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says
the Holy One. 26Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created
these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by
name, by the greatness of his might, and because he is strong in
power not one is missing. 27Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak,
O Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God”? 28Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the
earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 29He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no
might he increases strength. 30Even youths shall faint and be weary,
and young men shall fall exhausted; 31but they who wait for
the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with
wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk
and not faint.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 147:1-12
P: Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! How
pleasant it is to honor him with praise!
C: The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; he gathers the exiles of Israel.
P: He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
C: He counts the number of the stars and calls them all by their
names.
P: Great is our LORD and mighty in power; there is no limit to his
wisdom.
C: The LORD lifts up the lowly, but casts the wicked to the
ground.
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P: Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make music to our God
upon the harp.
C: He covers the heavens with clouds and prepares rain for the
earth;
P: he makes grass to grow upon the mountains and green plants
to serve mankind.
C: He provides food for flocks and herds and for the young ravens when they cry.
P: He is not impressed by the might of a horse; he has no pleasure
in the strength of a man;
C: but the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, in those
who await his gracious favor.
All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 9:16-27
16If

I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For
necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but not of my
own will, I am still entrusted with a stewardship. 18What then is my
reward? That in my preaching I may present the gospel free of
charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel. 19For
though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that
I might win more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order
to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law
(though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. 21To those outside the law I became as one outside the
law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ)
that I might win those outside the law. 22To the weak I became
weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all
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The end then of
learning is to
repair the ruins
of our first parents by regaining
to know God
aright, and out of
that knowledge
to love him, to
imitate him, to be
like him.
~ John Milton,
quoted in The
End of Learning: Milton
and Education

people, that by all means I might save some. 23I do it all for the sake
of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. 24Do you
not know that in a race all the runners compete, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. 25Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable
wreath, but we an imperishable. 26So I do not run aimlessly; I do
not box as one beating the air. 27But I discipline my body and keep
it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be
disqualified.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
L: Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Jesus went throughout all Galilee,
preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
29Immediately

[Jesus] left the synagogue and entered the house of
Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s motherin-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about
her. 31And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and
the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 32That evening at
sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by
demons. 33And the whole city was gathered together at the
door. 34And he healed many who were sick with various diseases,
and cast out many demons. And he would not permit the demons
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to speak, because they knew him. 35And rising very early in the
morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a
desolate place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and those who
were with him searched for him, 37and they found him and said to
him, “Everyone is looking for you.” 38And he said to them, “Let us
go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for that is
why I came out.” 39And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching
in their synagogues and casting out demons.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.
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God’s true
nature is to
love people
who are troubled,
have mercy
on those who
are brokenhearted,
forgive those
who have
fallen, and
refresh those
who are exhausted.
~ Martin
Luther,
1538 A.D.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”

SERMON
“Strength Renewed”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son
of Mary, let us pray.

P: . . . O King of Kings,
C: receive our prayer.
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P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, the congregation will
sing the hymn, “Precious Lord, Take My Hand.” When the Offertory
ends, please stand.
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” (sung by the congregation)

And do not
forget to do
good and to
share with
others, for
with such sacrifices God is
pleased.
~ Hebrews
13:16

Please stand.
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Q: Why do
the pastors
bow during the
Sanctus
from
“Holy,
holy, holy”
through
“glory”?
A: This Lutheran tradition is
not for
pastors
only, but
for all who
wish to
practice it.
Bowing for
the first
part of the
Sanctus
recalls that
these
words
were sung
before the
Almighty
Lord in the
temple
(Isaiah 6),
and that
He is even
now present and
due the
same
honor and
awe.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your
Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation. Grant that we
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may
ever dwell in him, and he in us.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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Q: Why do the
pastors
straighten
up at
“Hosanna”
and cross
themselves
at
“blessed”?

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for
you. The Word was made flesh
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.
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A: Again, this
tradition is
not for pastors only,
but for all
who wish to
do it.
“Hosanna”
is the cry of
God’s people when
He comes to
save. We
therefore
“lift up our
heads” as
the Redeemer
draws near
(Psalm 24,
Luke
21:28).
Crossing
ourselves at
“Blessed”
confesses
that it is the
Crucified
who comes
in the
“name of
the Lord.”

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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COMMUNION HYMNS
The vocalists sing the hymns during the distribution. The texts are
printed for prayerful meditation.
“You Who Dwell in the Shelter of the Lord”
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,
who abide in this shadow for life,
say to the Lord: “My refuge,
my rock in whom I trust!”
Refrain: “And I will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun,
and hold you in the palm of my hand.”
Snares of the fowler will never capture you,
and famine will bring you no fear;
under God’s wings your refuge
with faithfulness your shield. Refrain
For to the angels God’s given a command
to guard you in all of your ways;
upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you dash your foot against a stone. Refrain
“What Wondrous Love Is This”
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
That caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down
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Beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul.
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb,
Who is the great I AM,
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,
While millions join the theme, I will sing.
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on.
And when from death I’m free,
I’ll sing His love for me,
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,
And through eternity I’ll sing on.
Please stand.
A Prayer as
You Go
Bestow
upon us, O
God, all that
Thou dost
ask of us,
that in asking life of
Thee we be
ready to
share Thy
life, and the
weight of it,
which is
Thy love in
Christ Jesus.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness,
and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh. Shine forth
his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
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SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

… Jacob B. Weber

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the
east balcony, above the Baptistery. Children will gather first in the Baptistery area and then proceed up the steps together.
Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday
School time. Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the
elevator) after the music portion. Please reclaim your children at 10:45
a.m.

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson (at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Trumpet: Chad Premeau
Vocal Ensemble: Pr. Ted Gulhaugen; Tim Pagel; Tyler Pagel;
Anna Mae Zeinemann
Lector: Lynn Budnik
Radio Announcer: Ryan Fernstaedt
Acolyte: Emma Pagel
Ushers: Donald Budnik; Fred Fenhaus; Robb Halverson
Elder: Jon Oestreich
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Donna Nuernberg
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