A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
Let my soul
take refuge
from the
crowding
turmoil of
worldly
thought, behind the
shadow of
Thy wings.
Let my heart,
this sea of
restless
waves, find
peace in
Thee, O God.
Amen
~ Augustine,
circa 400
A.D.

The First Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2021+ 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. “Each person is tempted when
he is lured and enticed by his own desires” (James 1:14). With
that verse from our second reading today, we begin our
Lenten sermon series: “A Well Ordered Soul.” The first step is
understanding desire. No one understands desire better than
our Lord Jesus Himself, who vanquished the Tempter and
made Himself our source of help and guidance in doing the
same. He teaches us to desire the highest good: God Himself.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today



Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the penitential season of Lent.
The sponsor charts for 2021 for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers are available for
you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
A Selection of Compositions Based on Lenten Hymns

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

HYMN OF INVOCATION “O Holy Spirit, Enter In”
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As often as
you wish to
know what is
to be avoided
or what is to
be sought,
consider its
relation to the
Supreme
Good, to the
purpose of
your whole
life. For
whatever we
do ought to be
in harmony
with this; no
man can set
in order the
details unless
he has already
set before
himself the
chief purpose
of his life.
~ Seneca,
died 65
A.D.

[God] himself
is the fountain of our
happiness; he
himself is the
end of all of
our longing. .
. . . We strive
toward him
by love, so
that by attaining him
we might
rest, happy
because we
are perfected
by him who is
our end.
Thus, our
good, [the
supreme good
and] the end,
is nothing
other than to
cling to him .
. . We are
commanded
to love this
good with our
whole heart,
our whole
soul, and our
whole
strength. We
must be led to
this good by
those who
love us, and
we must lead
those whom
we love to it .
..

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
P:
C:

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and
justly deserved your punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you, of
your boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.

P:

Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
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C:

Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Please stand.

INTROIT
L:

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in
trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.
Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
no plague come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the adder;
the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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. . . In so doing, those two
precepts on
which the
whole law
and the whole
prophets depend are fulfilled: “You
shall love the
Lord your
God with
your whole
heart and
with your
whole soul
and with
your whole
mind,” and
“You shall
love your
neighbor even
as you love
yourself”
~ Augustine,
“City of
God,” early
400s A.D.

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in
trouble;
I will rescue him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.

KYRIE

Thou hast
made us for
Thyself, O
Lord, and our
heart is restless until it
finds its rest
in Thee.
~ Augustine,
“Confessions,”
about 400
A.D.

P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

COLLECT
P:

Let us pray . . . O Lord God, you led your ancient people
through the wilderness and brought them to the promised
land. Guide the people of your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward
the glory of the world to come: through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 22:1-18
1After

these things God tested Abraham and said to him,
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son,
your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah,
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of
which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his
son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and
went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day
Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and
the boy will go over there and worship and come again to
you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid
it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife.
So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father
Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said,
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt
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offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb
for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.
9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound
Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his
son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said,
“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now
I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son,
your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by
his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up
as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name
of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On
the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 15And the angel of
the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said,
“By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have
done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will
surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the
stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your
offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you
have obeyed my voice.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 25:1-10
L:

To you, | O LORD,*
I lift | up my soul.

C:

O my God, in you I trust;
let me not be | put to shame;*
let not my enemies exult | over me.

L:

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame;*
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous.

C:

Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;*
teach me | your paths.

L:

Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my sal- | vation;*
for you I wait all the | day long.

C:

Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your | steadfast love,*
for they have been | from of old.

L:

Remember not the sins of my youth or my trans- | gressions;*
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of your goodness, | O LORD!

C:

Good and upright | is the LORD;*
therefore he instructs sinners | in the way.

L:

He leads the humble in | what is right,*
and teaches the humble | his way.

C:

All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and | faithfulness,*
for those who keep his covenant and his testi- | monies.

(continued next page . . . )
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When God
works in us,
the will, being
changed and
sweetly
breathed upon
by the Spirit of
God, desires
and acts, not
from compulsion, but responsively.
~ Martin
Luther,
“The Bondage of the
Will”

All: Glory be to the Father, and | to the Son,*
and to the | Holy Spirit;
as it was in | the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

EPISTLE James 1:12-18
12Blessed

If you asked
twenty good
men today
what they
thought the
highest of the
virtues, nineteen of them
would reply,
Unselfishness. But if
you had asked
almost any of
the great
Christians of
old, he would
have replied,
Love. You
see what has
happened? A
negative term
has been substituted for a
positive . . . .

is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he
has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has
promised to those who love him. 13Let no one say when he is
tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted
with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person is
tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully
grown brings forth death. 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or
shadow due to change. 18Of his own will he brought us forth by the
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
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GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
9In

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 12The Spirit
immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was in
the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was
with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him.
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming
the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”9In those
days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on
him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 12The Spirit immediately
drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was in the wilderness
forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 14Now after John was
arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

[continued
next page]

APOSTLES CREED
P:
C:

. . . The negative idea of
Unselfishness
carries with it
the suggestion not primarily of securing good
things for
others, but of
going without
them ourselves, as if
our abstinence and not
their happiness was the
important
point. I do
not thik this
is the Christian virtue of
Love . . .

Let us confess the faith with one heart:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven
and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
11

[continued
from previous
page]
. . . . The New
Testament
has lots to say
about selfdenial, but
not about self
-denial as an
end in itself. We are
told to deny
ourselves and
to take up our
crosses in
order that we
may follow
Christ; and
nearly every
description of
what we shall
ultimately
find if we do
so contains
an appeal to
desire . . . .
Indeed, if we
consider the
unblushing
promises of
reward and
the staggering nature of
the rewards
promised in
the Gospels . .
..

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
is sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
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SERMON
“The Well-Ordered Soul, Part One: Understanding Desire”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY Psalm 18:1-6, 16-17, 46, 50
L: I love you O ′LORD my strength,*
O LORD my stronghold, my crag ′and my haven.
My God, my rock in whom I ′put my trust,*
my shield, the horn of my salvation, and my refuge: |
You are worth′y of praise.
I will call up′on the LORD,*
and so shall I be saved ′from my enemies.
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. . . it would
seem that Our
Lord finds our
desires not too
strong, but
too weak. We
are halfhearted creatures, fooling
about with
drink and sex
and ambition
when infinite
joy is offered
us, like an
ignorant child
who wants to
go on making
mud pies in a
slum because
he cannot
imagine what
is meant by
an offer of a
holiday at the
sea. We are
far too easily
pleased.
~ C. S. Lewis,
“Weight of
Glory,”
1900s A.D.

The breakers of death rolled ′over me,*
and the torrents of oblivion made ′me afraid.
The cords of hell en′tangled me,*
and the snares of death were ′set for me.
I called upon the LORD in ′my distress*
and cried out to my ′God for help.
The beds of the seas were uncovered,
and the foundations of the ′world laid bare,*
at your battle cry O LORD, at the blast of the breath ′of your
nostrils.
Christ desires
nothing more
of us than
that we speak
of him.
~ Martin Luther, in casual conversation recorded by
his students

He reached down from on ′high and grasped me;*
he drew me out ′of great waters.
The LORD Lives! Blessed ′is my rock!*
Exalted is the God of ′my salvation!
He multiplies the victories ′of his king;*
he shows lovingkindness to his anointed,
to David and his descend′ants forever.
Glory be to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen
Please stand.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who
by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. May we who now receive his body
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and
follow him.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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The proverb
has it that
Hunger is the
best cook. The
Law makes
afflicted consciences hungry for Christ.
Christ tastes
good to them.
Hungry hearts
appreciate
Christ. Thirsty
souls are what
Christ wants.
He invites
them: Come
unto me, all ye
that labour
and are heavy
laden, and I
will give you
rest. Christ's
benefits are so
precious that
He will dispense them
only to those
who need them
and really desire them.
~ Martin
Luther,
“Commen--tary on Galatians”

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
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AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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COMMUNION HYMNS
The vocalists sing the hymns during the distribution. The texts are
printed for prayerful meditation.
“O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”
The entire life
of a good
Christian is
in fact an exercise of holy
desire. You
do not yet see
what you
long for, but
the very act of
desiring prepares you, so
that when he
comes you
may see and
be utterly
satisfied. So,
my brethren,
let us continue to desire, for we
shall be filled.
Such is our
Christian life.
By desiring
heaven we
exercise the
powers of our
soul.
~ Augustine,
Tractates

O Lord, throughout these forty days
You prayed and kept the fast;
Inspire repentance for our sin,
And free us from our past.
You strove with Satan, and you won;
Your faithfulness endured;
Lend us your nerve, your skill and trust
In God’s eternal Word.
Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed
And fixed your mind above;
So teach us to deny ourselves
That we may know God’s love.
Be with us through this season, Lord,
And all our earthly days,
That when the final Easter dawns,
We join in heaven’s praise.
“The Gifts Christ Freely Gives”
The gifts Christ freely gives
He gives to you and me
To be His Church, His bride,
His chosen, saved and free!
Saints blest with these rich gifts
Are children who proclaim
That they were won by Christ
And cling to His strong name.
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The gifts flow from the font
Where He calls us His own;
New life He gives that makes
Us His and His alone.
Here He forgives our sins
With water and His Word;
The triune God Himself
Gives pow’r to call Him Lord.
The gifts of grace and peace
From absolution flow;
The pastor’s words are Christ’s
For us to trust and know.
Forgiveness that we need
Is granted to us there;
The Lord of mercy sends
Us forth in His blest care.
The gifts are there each day
The holy Word is read;
God’s children listen, hear,
Receive, and they are fed.
Christ fills them with Himself,
Blest words that give them life,
Restoring and refreshing
Them for this world’s strife.
The gifts are in the feast,
Gifts far more than we see;
Beneath the bread and wine
Is food from Calvary.
The body and the blood
Remove our ev’ry sin;
We leave His presence in
His peace, renewed again.
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A Prayer
as You Go
Almighty
and merciful
God, we
have again
worshiped in
your presence and
have received forgiveness for
our many
sins and the
assurance of
your love in
Jesus Christ.
We thank
you for this
undeserved
grace and
ask you to
keep us in
faith until
we inherit
eternal salvation;
through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
Amen

All glory to the One
Who lavishes such love;
The triune God in love
Assures our life above.
His means of grace for us
Are gifts He loves to give;
All thanks and praise for His
Great love by which we live!
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin
and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always
with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
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BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
Choral Fantasy on “Ein Feste Burg”

… Michael Bedford

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the
east balcony, above the Baptistery. Children will gather first in the Baptistery area and then proceed up the steps together.
Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday
School time. Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the
elevator) after the music portion. Please reclaim your children at 10:45
a.m.

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson (at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Trumpet: Kevin Short
Vocal Ensemble: Steve Kroening; Carter Kulesa; Cyndi Reuter;
Anna Mae Zeinemann
Lector: Jessica Ray
Radio Announcer: Ryan Fernstaedt
Acolyte: Carter Kulesa
Elder: Lynn Budnik
Ushers: Mark Gehrke; Grace Mueller;
Frank and Tammie Rodemeier
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Pam Hoppe
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