A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
Let us receive
the announcement of Lent
with joy! For
if our forefather Adam had
kept the fast,
we would not
have been deprived of
paradise.
O Lord, Who
took flesh
from the Virgin in the fullness of time,
call me back
and restore
me to Eden!
~ Byzantine
Vespers

The Second Sunday in Lent
February 28, 2021+ 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. The Lord orders our soul by
teaching us to desire His Son, Jesus, and thus also to desire the
things that Jesus desires. Yet one thing that Jesus desired was
the cross, His own suffering so that others might live and be
saved. How do we endure suffering in the Christian faith? Is
there a benefit to it? What is the place of suffering in the good
order of our souls?

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by the Schubring family in loving
memory of Larry Schubring—husband, father, and grandfather—whose 80th
birthday would have been on February 26.
Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the penitential season of Lent.
The sponsor charts for 2021 for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers are available for
you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
A Selection of Compositions Based on Lenten Hymns

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

HYMN OF INVOCATION “Come Down, O Love Divine”

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

To Thee, O
Victor pierced
by nails on
the cross Who
calleth out to
sinners saying: come,
receive forgiveness
freely – to
Thee I unrelentingly
pray, O my
Saviour: turn
Thine eyes
away from
my lawlessness, and by
Thy sufferings heal my
sores that I
may glorify
Thy kindness.
~ Ephrem the
Syrian, A
Spiritual
Psalter

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
P:
C:

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and
justly deserved your punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you, of
your boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.

P:

Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

C:

Please stand.
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INTROIT
L: Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord!
He is their help and their shield.
The Lord has remembered us; he will bless us;
he will bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of
Aaron;
he will bless those who fear the Lord,
both the small and the great.
We will bless the Lord
from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the Lord!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
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The psalms
are rich in
imagery, feeling, and symbolism. They
powerfully
express the
suffering and
pain, the hope
and trust of
people of
every age and
culture.
Above all the
psalms sing
of faith in
God, of revelation and
redemption.
They enable
the assembly
to pray in the
words that
Jesus himself
used during
his life on
earth . . .

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

COLLECT
P:

Let us pray . . . O God, you see that of ourselves we have no
strength. By your mighty power defend us from all adversities
that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that
may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
1When

Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to
Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and
be blameless, 2that I may make my covenant between me and you,
and may multiply you greatly.” 3Then Abram fell on his face. And
God said to him, 4“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall
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be the father of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name
be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made
you the father of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall
come from you. 7And I will establish my covenant between me and
you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. . . . 15And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife,
you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.
16I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will
bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come
from her.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 22:22-31
L:

You who fear the LORD, praise him!
All you offspring of Jacob, glo- | rify him,*
and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of | Israel!

C:

For he has not despised or abhorred
the affliction of the afflicted,
and he has not hidden his | face from him,*
but has heard, when he | cried to him.

L:

From you comes my praise in the great congre- | gation;*
my vows I will perform before those who | fear him.

C:

The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek him shall | praise the LORD!*
May your hearts live for- | ever!

L:

All the ends of the earth shall remember
and turn | to the LORD,*
and all the families of the nations
shall worship be- | fore you.
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. . . In the
psalms the
members of
the assembly
pray in the
voice of
Christ, who
intercedes on
their behalf
before the Father. The
Church, like
Christ, turns
again and
again to the
psalms as a
genuine expression of
grief and of
praise and as
a sure source
of trust and
hope in times
of trial.
~ Order of
Christian
Funerals
(Alan J.
Hommerding
and Diana
Kodner,
eds.)

For his Majesty can do
nothing
greater for us
than grant us
a life which is
an imitation
of that lived
by his beloved Son. I
feel certain
therefore,
that these
sufferings,
which are
truly favors to
us, are given
us to
strengthen
our weakness.
~ Teresa of
Avila,
1500s A.D.
The Interior
Castle

C:

For kingship belongs | to the LORD,*
and he rules over the | nations.

L:

All the prosperous of the earth eat and | worship;*
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,
even the one who could not keep him- | self alive.

C:

Posterity shall | serve him;*
it shall be told of the Lord to the coming gener- | ation;

L:

they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people |
yet unborn,*
that he has | done it.

All:

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

EPISTLE Romans 15:1-11
1Therefore,

since we have been justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have
also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and
we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given
to us. 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died
for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die—
8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by
his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of
God. 10For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by
the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall
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we be saved by his life. 11More than that, we also rejoice in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 8th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
27And

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea
Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that I am?” 28And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others
say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29And he asked them,
“But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the
Christ.” 30And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him.
31And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer
many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and
the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32And he
said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on
the things of God, but on the things of man.” 34And he called to
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O you souls
who wish to go
on with so
much safety
and consolation... If you
knew how
pleasing to
God is suffering and how
much it helps
in acquiring
other good
things, you
would never
seek consolation in anything, but you
would rather
look upon it as
a great happiness to bear
the Cross of
the Lord.
~ John of the
Cross, 1500s
A.D., The
Dark Night
of the Soul

Baptism is
essentially
passive – being baptized,
suffering the
call of Christ.
In baptism we
become
Christ’s own
possession.
When the
name of
Christ is spoken over the
candidate, he
or she becomes a partaker in this
name, and is
baptized ‘into
Jesus Christ’.
From that
moment they
belong to Jesus Christ.
They are
wrested from
the dominion
of the world,
and pass into
the ownership
of Christ.
Baptism
therefore betokens a
breach.
Christ invades the
realm of Satan, lays hold
of his own . . .

him the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If anyone
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me. 35For whoever would save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save
it. 36For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? 37For what can a man give in return for his life?
38For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.
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HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”
Congregation: Stanzas 1 & 3
Choir: Stanza 2

. . . and created for himself his
Church. The
breach with
the world is
complete. It
demands and
produces the
death of our
old nature.
In baptism a
person dies
together with
his old world.
This death,
no less than
baptism itself,
is a passive
event. That
would never
be the death
of the old nature which
Christ demands. The
old Adam
cannot will
his own death
or kill himself. He can
only die in,
through and
with Christ.
Christ is his
death . . .
[continued
next page]
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[continued
from previous
page]
For the sake
of fellowship
with Christ,
and in that
fellowship
alone a person dies.
In fellowship
with Christ
and through
the grace of
baptism we
receive his
death as a
gift. This
death is a gift
of grace: we
can never
accomplish it
by ourselves.
The old Adam
and his sin
are judged
and condemned, but
out of this
judgment a
new person
arises, who
has died to
the world and
to sin. Thus
this death is
not the act of
an angry
Creator . . .

SERMON
“The Well-Ordered Soul, Part Two: Enduring Suffering”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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OFFERTORY Psalm 89:1-8, 14-15 (sung by choir)
Antiphon: Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing.
Your love, LORD, forever will I sing.
L: Your love O LORD forever ′will I sing;*
from age to age my mouth will pro′claim your faithfulness.
For I am persuaded that your love is estab′lished forever;*
you have set your faithfulness firmly ′in the heavens.
“I have made a covenant with my ′chosen one;*
I have sworn an oath to Da′vid my servant:
‘I will establish your ′line forever,*
and preserve your throne for all ′generations.’ ”
Antiphon: Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing.
Your love, LORD, forever will I sing.
L: The heavens bear witness to your won′ders O LORD,*
and to your faithfulness in the assembly of the ′holy ones;
for who in the skies can be compared ′to the LORD?*
Who is like the LORD a′mong the gods?
God is much to be feared in the council of the ′holy ones,*
great and terrible to all those ′round about him.
Antiphon: Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing.
Your love, LORD, forever will I sing.
L: Who is like you, LORD ′God of hosts?*
O mighty LORD, your faithfulness is ′all around you.
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. . . It is death
in the power
and fellowship
of the cross of
Christ. He
who becomes
Christ’s own
possessions
must submit
to his cross,
and suffer and
die with him.
He who is
granted fellowship with
Jesus must
dies the baptismal death
which is the
fountain of
grace, for the
sake of the
cross which
Christ lays
upon his disciples. The
cross and
death of
Christ were
cruel and
hard but the
yoke of our
cross is easy
and light because of our
fellowship
with him.
~ Dietrich
Bonhoeffer
The Cost of
Discipleship

The name
“Zion” is
never used in
angry passages: it always stands
for the beloved...
Jeremiah uses
the name
“Jerusalem”
in anger, rebuking her
for persistent
rebellion, and
for conduct
deserving of
punishment.
But he uses
the name
“Zion” in
love, sorrow
and hope
rather than
anger... Zion
is not simply
the stones of
the houses,
but a mystical
person, the
essence of the
city, who can
separate herself from the
physical confines of the
city wall.
~ Tikvah
FrymerKensey,
modern
day

Righteousness and justice are the foundations ′of your throne;*
love and truth go be′fore your face.
Happy are the people who know the ′festal shout!*
They walk O LORD in the light ′of your presence.
Glory be to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the Holy ‘Spirit;
as it was in the be- ‘ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen
Antiphon: Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing.
Your love, LORD, forever will I sing.
Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who
by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. May we who now receive his body
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and
follow him.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.
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P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.
15

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:
A man suffering from a
wound needs a
remedy. The
wound is our
being slaves to
sin; and the
remedy? The
sacrament.
Pope Gregory
VII, letter to
his daughter
Matilda in
1074

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.
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DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
The vocalists sing the hymns during the distribution. The texts are
printed for prayerful meditation.
“Chief of Sinners though I Be”
Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that I might live on high,
Lives that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,
I am His, and He is mine.
Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,
Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea,
Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me—wondrous thought!
Found me when I sought Him not.
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Ours is a flesh
-hungry society, one man
devouring another through
greed, lust,
and defamation of character—you can
almost see people excited at
the thought
that their political foes
might die or be
found guilty of
something.
Our society
consumes itself, because it
is not consuming Christ;
people seek to
devour each
other’s flesh,
because they
are not busy
eating the flesh
and blood of
Christ.
~ C. K. Meadows, 2000s
A.D.

Only Jesus can impart
Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n,
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God
In the way that Enoch trod.
Marvelous is
the goodness
of our Savior,
that He not
only assumed
our human
nature in His
incarnation,
and carried it
with Him to
His throne of
heavenly
glory, but that
He also gives
us His own
body and
blood to
nourish our
souls unto
eternal life.
~ Johann
Gerhard,
Sacred
Meditations, 1606
A.D.

Chief of sinners though I be,
Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known,
All my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life
Safe with Him from earthly strife.
O my Savior, help afford
By Your Spirit and Your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply
While I live and when I die.
“Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord”
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;
Tender to me the promise of His Word;
In God my Savior shall my heart rejoice.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His name!
Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done;
His mercy sure, from age to age the same;
His holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His might!
Pow’rs and dominions lay their glory by.
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high.
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Tell out, my soul, the glories of His Word!
Firm is His promise, and His mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
To children’s children and forevermore!
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin
and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always
with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
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BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

A Prayer as
You Go
Father,
through our
observance
of Lent, help
us to understand the
meaning of
your Son’s
death and
resurrection,
and teach us
to reflect it
in our lives.
Grant this
through our
Lord Jesus
Christ, your
Son, who
lives and
reigns with
you and the
Holy Spirit,
one God,
forever and
ever. Amen

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart”

… Jacob B. Weber

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the
east balcony, above the Baptistery. Children will gather first in the Baptistery area and then proceed up the steps together.
Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday
School time. Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the
elevator) after the music portion. Please reclaim your children at 10:45
a.m.

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
(Pr. Gulhaugen at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Violin: Mary Premeau
Vocal Ensemble: Ivan Beethe; Jessica Ray; Carol Rich;
Jim Speckhard
Lector: Scott Ray
Radio Announcer: Scott Schubring
Acolyte: Noah Harter
Elder: Landis Holdorf
Ushers: Sally Christoffersen; Ken Rodemeier;
Steve and Marlene Kroening
Altar Guild: Jane Gjerde; Donna Nuernberg
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
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Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
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