A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
O God, who
on the holy
mount revealed to
chosen witnesses your
well-beloved
Son, wonderfully transfigured in
raiment
white and
glistening;
Mercifully
grant that
we. . . may
by faith behold the
King in his
beauty, who
with you, O
Father, and
you, O Holy
Spirit, lives
and reigns,
one God, forever and
ever. Amen.

The Transfiguration of Our Lord
February 14, 2021+ 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
What a wonderful sight to behold—Christ in His transfigured
glory, as well as Moses and Elijah to boot! It was day Peter
would never forget (see 2 Peter 1:16-18). No matter how magnificent this moment was for Peter (and James and John too),
they would eventually have to come down from the mountain
and follow the Lord Jesus to the Garden of Gethsemane and to
another couple of mountains: The Temple Mount in Jerusalem
and also Cavalry, “the place of the skull,” Golgotha.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today






Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Gary and Barb Langbecker, in
memory of their twin grandsons.
The Flowers at the Altar are sponsored in memory of Delores Lewitzke, whose
birthday was February 21, by Charles Lewitzke, Mark and Molly Lewitzke,
Kaylee and Patrick Kavanaugh, and Mike, Marcia, and Luke Strandberg.
The Bulletins are sponsored in loving memory of Zion members who passed
away in 2020, from the Zion Lenten Soup Committee.
The sponsor charts for 2021 for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers are available for
you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
Partita on “Ebenezer” (Thy Strong Word)

… John A. Behnke

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Thy Strong Word”

The Word of
God is the
greatest treasure that He
has given to
us, for His
word is to lost
sinners the
Word of life!
It brings us
out of sin into
righteousness, out of
death into
life. Besides,
God has
shown us a
special favor
in establishing the holy
preaching
office so His
Word may be
proclaimed
and explained
publicly to all
who gather to
hear it.
~ Johann
Friedrich
Starck,
Starck’s
Prayer
Book, 1900
A.D.

(continued next page . . . )
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GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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By showing
the things of
Christ to us
and by glorifying Christ
in our hearts,
the Holy
Spirit arouses
our desires to
be like Christ
and so we
grow and increase in our
hope, which is
one way by
which the
Holy Spirit
sanctifies us.
~ John Owen,
Communion with
God, 1657
A.D.

GLORIA
It was a glory
and a power,
something
sweet and
terrifying.
John threw
himself down
on his knees
and bowed his
head to the
ground.
While he lay
there with his
head pressed
against the
willows, he
heard the
light fill with
a voice that
was not a
voice, but a
living word
that filled him
and permeated him like
the light itself. And the
word that
came out of
the clearness
and filled his
breast and
head told
him...

P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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SALUTATION and COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Let us pray . . . O God, in the glorious transfiguration of your
beloved Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the
testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came from the
bright cloud you wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by
grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory
and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 34:29-35
29When

Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets
of the testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain,
Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had
been talking with God. 30Aaron and all the people of Israel saw
Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid
to come near him. 31But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all
the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses talked
with them. 32Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he
commanded them all that the LORD had spoken with him in Mount
Sinai. 33And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put
a veil over his face. 34Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to
speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And
when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, 35the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the
skin of Moses’ face was shining. And Moses would put the veil
over his face again, until he went in to speak with him.
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...“This is my
beloved Son.
Listen to
Him.” Still
stunned by
bliss and horror, he felt the
Masters hand
on his shoulder. He heard
his voice say,
“rise, and have
no fear.”
~ Bo Geirtz,
With My
Own Eyes,
1947 A.D.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 50:1-6
L:

The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; he has called the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.

C: Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, God reveals himself in
glory.
L:

Our God will come and will not keep silence; before him there
is a consuming flame, and round about him a raging storm.

C: He calls the heavens and the earth from above to witness the
judgment of his people.
L:

“Gather before me my loyal followers, those who have made a
covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”

C: Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; for God
himself is judge.
All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 3:12-13; 4:1-6
3:12Since

we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13not like Moses,
who would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not
gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. . .
4:1Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not
lose heart. 2But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded
ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word,
but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 3And even if
8

our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. 4In
their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory
of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For what we proclaim is not
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants
for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
L: Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
You are the most handsome of the sons of men; grace is poured
upon your lips.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
2After

six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and
led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became radiant, intensely white,
as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them
Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5And Peter
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three
tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6For he
did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7And a cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my
beloved Son; listen to him.” 8And suddenly, looking around, they
no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. 9And as they were
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We need to be
reminded that
all of a Christian life is a
life with
Christ, in His
presence, radiant with the
light that
comes from
Christ, fulfilled by Christ
Himself. There
is no boundary
between
Christ, His
light and
glory, and our
Christian
lives. Nothing
on this earth
could be called
Christian if
Christ hadn’t
been there. All
of heaven’s
glory exists
wherever He
is, even if it’s
concealed in
an image of
humility.
~ Bo Giertz,
To Live With
Christ, 1974
A.D.

coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what
they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
It is worth
taking note
that Jesus did
not reveal
himself in
such manifest
glory to others than those
who had seen
the glory in
his words, his
deeds, and his
person. It was
only after the
great confession of Peter
that Jesus
took his disciples up to the
mountain
top. It was to
the disciples
and not to the
world that he
showed himself after the
resurrection...

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for  the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen

Please be seated.
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HYMN OF THE DAY “O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair”

...No one
must be
thrust into
the kingdom
of God by
force or fear.
Its portals are
opened only
after faith
with its longing and its
love has
knocked upon
them.
~ Bo Giertz,
Preaching
from the
Whole Bible,
1957 A.D.

SERMON
“Off the Mountain”
Please kneel.
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This is something the
Church needs
to hear today,
namely a
boldness of
Gospel proclamation in
all its raw
power, in the
naked force of
the Holy
Spirit. This
also means
proclaiming
God’s Law in
a permissive,
relativistic
society. It
demands saying the only
antidote to
divine judgment is to be
found in
Christ Jesus.
It implies
Christians
differentiating between
the United
States Government and
the Christian
Church and
not preaching
“One Nation
Under God”
but “One
Covenant in
Christ’s
Blood.” . . .

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ, the everlasting God and Son
of Mary, let us pray.

P: . . . O King of Kings,
C: receive our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar, vocal music provides a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper, offering thanks to God and asking for
the blessing of His Holy Spirit. When the Offertory ends, please stand.
“ ‘Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here”
’Tis good, Lord, to be here!
Thy glory fills the night;
Thy face and garments, like the sun,
Shine with unborrowed light.
’Tis good, Lord, to be here,
Thy beauty to behold
Where Moses and Elijah stand,
Thy messengers of old.
Fulfiller of the past
And hope of things to be,
We hail Thy body glorified
And our redemption see.
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Before we taste of death,
We see Thy kingdom come;
We long to hold the vision bright
And make this hill our home.
’Tis good, Lord, to be here!
Yet we may not remain;
But since Thou bidst us leave the mount,
Come with us to the plain.
Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for the priceless gift of your
Son, sent into our flesh to redeem the creation. Grant that we
may now so eat of his flesh and drink of his blood that we may
ever dwell in him, and he in us.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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. . .The Gospel
must be free
from the machinery of
politics and
the stupidity
of misinformed pundits. And
when its glorious light is
graffitied by
the likes of
compromisers
and syncretists, we must
be bold to
speak the
truth and to
do so out of
love for their
souls imperiled by anything and everything which
would divert
from saving
faith in Jesus.
~ John
Bombaro,
1517.org,
2021 A.D.

P:
As Christ
compares the
church to a
lily among
thorns (Song
of Solomon
2:3), so she
compares
Christ to the
apple tree
among the
trees of the
wood, because
the apple tree
has two thing
other trees do
not have. The
apple tree has
fruit for food
and shade for
comfort. She
eats its fruit
and rests in
its shade, and
she does both
with great
delight. So
the church
feeds on
Christ and
rests in the
shade of his
love.

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

~ John Owen,
Communion with
God, 1657
A.D.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for
you. The Word was made flesh
C: and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

So now we
follow the
sinless Savior.
And this He
also bids of us
now: to hear
Him interpreting the Scriptures and telling us that the
Messiah must
suffer this in
order to enter
His glory. He
bids us too to
come and bend
our knee at
His communion table. He
promises no
experience.
What He tells
us is that we
should follow
Him. But
when it please
Him, He will
open our eyes.
~ Bo Giertz,
Sermon for
Transfiguration Sunday,
1943 A.D.

Please be seated.
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DISTRIBUTION
God is shown
to be eminently a God
that hears
prayer, by His
giving such
free access to
Him by
prayer. God in
His Word
manifests
Himself ready
at all times to
allow us this
privilege. He
sits on a
throne of
grace; and
there is no veil
to hide this
throne, and
keep us from
it. The veil is
rent from the
top to the bottom; the way
is open at all
times, and we
may go to God
as often as we
please.
~ Jonathan
Edwards, died
1758 A.D.

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
The vocalists sing the hymns during the distribution. The texts are
printed for prayerful meditation.
“Beautiful Savior”
Beautiful Savior,
King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love Thee,
Truly I’d serve Thee,
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
Fair are the meadows,
Fair are the woodlands,
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer,
Jesus is purer,
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing.
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Fair is the sunshine,
Fair is the moonlight,
Bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter,
Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels in the sky.
Beautiful Savior,
Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor,
Praise, adoration
Now and forevermore be Thine!
“Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory”
Swiftly pass the clouds of glory,
Heaven’s voice, the dazzling light;
Moses and Elijah vanish;
Christ alone commands the height!
Peter, James, and John fall silent,
Turning from the summit’s rise
Downward toward the shadowed valley
Where their Lord has fixed His eyes.
Glimpsed and gone the revelation,
They shall gain and keep its truth,
Not by building on the mountain
Any shrine or sacred booth,
But by following the Savior
Through the valley to the cross
And by testing faith’s resilience
Through betrayal, pain, and loss.
Lord, transfigure our perception
With the purest light that shines,
And recast our life’s intentions
To the shape of Your designs,
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Till we seek no other glory
Than what lies past Calv’ry’s hill
And our living and our dying
And our rising by Your will.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. O God of wonder, we have tasted your goodness,
and beheld your presence in the Word made flesh. Shine forth
his light in all we say and do, and fill the earth with your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried from the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Alleluia! Song of Gladness”
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FAREWELL TO THE ALLELUIA
P:

By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion.
C: There on the trees we hung our harps—how can we sing the
songs of the Lord in a foreign land?

P:

O Lord, by the resurrection of your Son, you have filled us
with songs of alleluia and prepared for us a heavenly Jerusalem to which no earthly city can compare. In remembrance of
all that your Son has borne for our sake, we now leave the joyful songs of your worship to walk the renewing path of Lent.
Bless our journey, that we may at last join all your saints in
celebrating the Day of resurrection; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
P: The mountains and the hills will rejoice at your returning,
O Alleluia!
C: Go, glorious Song, and may your way be blessed, until you
shall return to us with joy.
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.
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A Prayer as
You Go
We thank
Thee, our Father, for that
life which
Thou hast
made known
to us by Jesus
Thy Son. . .
whom Thou
hast sent to
become man
for our salvation; whom
Thou hast
permitted to
suffer and to
die; whom
Thou hast
raised up,
and been
pleased to
glorify, and
has set Him
down on Thy
right hand;
by whom
Thou has
promised us
the resurrection from the
dead. . .
Amen.
~ Ambrose of
Milan, died
397 A.D.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Alleluia! Song of Gladness”

… Michael Burkhardt

SUNDAY SCHOOL
There is no Sunday School today.
It will resume next Sunday, February 21.

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Serving at Worship
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde (at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Flute: Jacob Roseman
Vocal Ensemble: Jessica Ray; Cyndi Reuter;
Jim Speckhard; Steve Zeinemann
Lector: Jan Gaugush
Radio Announcer: Paul Fandrey
Acolyte: Michael Cornell
Ushers: Marty and Janet Dettmering;
Landis and Jewell Holdorf;
Gary and Sue Wolslegel
Elder: Ken Rodemeier
Altar Guild: Jane Gjerde; Pam Hoppe
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
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