A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
Father,
through our
observance of
Lent, help us
to understand
the meaning
of your Son’s
death and resurrection, and
teach us to
reflect it in
our lives.
Grant this
through our
Lord Jesus
Christ, your
Son, who
lives and
reigns with
you and the
Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.
Amen

The Third Sunday in Lent
March 7, 2021+ 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. The people around Jesus knew a
story, a story they’d been taught since they were young. But
Jesus told that story in a different way, the way it was always
meant to be told. That conflict of two stories brought Jesus
into conflict, even into death, and yet from that conflicted
death came our peace. The peace of Christ is the story that we
tell now—and how does that story change your own?

Sharing God’s Blessings Today



Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the penitential season of Lent.
The sponsor charts for 2021 for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers are available for
you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
A Selection of Compositions Based on Lenten Hymns

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

HYMN OF INVOCATION “O Blessed, Holy Trinity”

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
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“Have you
ever noticed,”
said Dimble,
”that the universe, and
every little bit
of the universe, is always hardening and narrowing and
coming to a
point?”
His wife
waited as
those wait
who know by
long experience the mental processes
of the person
who is talking
to them.
“I mean
this,” said
Dimble in
answer to the
question she
had not asked.
“If you dip
into any college, or
school, or history, you always find
that there was
a time before
that point . . .

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
P:
C:

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and
justly deserved your punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you, of
your boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.

P:

Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

C:

Please stand.
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INTROIT
L: Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
How lovely is your dwelling place,
O LORD of hosts!
My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for
herself, where she may lay her young,
at your altars O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house,
ever singing your praise!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen
Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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. . . when
there was
more elbow
room and
contrasts
weren’t quite
so sharp; and
that there’s
going to be
time after
that point
when there is
even less
room for indecision and
choices are
even more
momentous.
Good is always getting
better and
bad is always
getting
worse; the
possibilities of
even apparent
neutrality are
always diminishing.
The whole
thing is sorting itself out
all the time,
coming to a
point, getting
sharper and
harder…”
~ C. S. Lewis,
That
Hideous
Strength

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

COLLECT
P:

Let us pray . . . O God, whose glory it is to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways and bring
them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your word; through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 20:1-17
1And

God spoke all these words, saying, 2“I am the LORD your
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery. 3“You shall have no other gods before me. 4“You shall not
make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or serve
them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 7“You
shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD
will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.
8“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days you shall
labor, and do all your work, 10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to
the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your
son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant,
or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11For
in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is
in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed
the Sabbath day and made it holy. 12“Honor your father and your
mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your
God is giving you. 13“You shall not murder. 14“You shall not commit adultery. 15“You shall not steal. 16“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s
house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything
that is your neighbor’s.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 19
L:

When the sun
has come,
darkness prevails no
longer; any of
it that may be
left anywhere
is driven
away. So
also, now that
the divine
revelation of
the Word of
God has taken
place, the
darkness of
idols prevails
no more, and
all parts of
the world in
every direction are
enlightened
by His teaching.
~ Athanasius, “On
the Incarnation of the
Word”
(300s A.D.)

The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,*
and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.
Day to day | pours out speech,*
and night to night reveals | knowledge.

C:

There is no speech, nor | are there words,*
whose voice | is not heard.
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end | of the world.*
In them he has set a tent | for the sun,

L:

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,*
and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
and its circuit to the | end of them,*
and there is nothing hidden | from its heat.

C:

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviv- | ing the soul;*
the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the | simple;
the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing | the heart;*
the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening | the
eyes;

L:

the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for- | ever;*
the just decrees of the LORD are true, and righteous alto- |
gether.
More to be desired are they than gold, even | much fine gold;*
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the | honeycomb.
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C:

Moreover, by them is your | servant warned;*
in keeping them there is | great reward.
Who can dis- | cern his errors?*
Declare me innocent from | hidden faults.

L:

Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them
not have dominion | over me!*
Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great trans- | gression.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable | in your sight,*
O LORD, my rock and my re- | deemer.

All: Glory be to the Father, and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy |Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
18The

word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the
discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is
the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God
through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.
22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles,
24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God
is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not
many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the
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All existence
originates
from the Father. In Christ
and through
Christ, God is
the source of
everything. In
contrast to
everything
else, He is
completely self
-existent. He
doesn’t receive
His being from
the outside,
but possesses
it from and in
Himself. He is
infinite, for
nothing can
contain Him
and He contains everything. He is
eternally unrestricted by
space, for He
can’t be limited. He is
eternally prior
to time, for
time is His
creation . . .
[continued
next page . . . ]

[continued
next page]

. . . Imagine
what you
think might
be God’s farthest limit,
and you will
find Him present there.
Strain to see
as far as you
can, for there
is always a
further horizon to strain
toward. He
owns infinity,
just as you
own the
power to
make such
efforts to
comprehend
Him.
Words will
fail you, but
His being will
not be restrained . . .

world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to
shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are,
29so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He
is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption.
31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the
Lord.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 2nd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
13The

Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and
sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15And
making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with
the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the moneychangers and overturned their tables. 16And he told those who sold
the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s
house a house of trade.” 17His disciples remembered that it was
written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18So the Jews said
to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19Jesus
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answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise
it up.” 20The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build
this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was
speaking about the temple of his body. 22When therefore he was
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said
this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had
spoken.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life X everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.
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. . . Turn back
the pages of
history and
you will always find
Him present.
If numbers
fail to express
the old ages
you have
penetrated,
God’s eternity still isn’t
diminished.
Exercise your
intellect to
comprehend
Him as a
whole, but He
will elude
you...
Therefore,
since no one
knows the
Father but the
Son, let our
thoughts of
the Father be
one with the
thoughts of
the Son. He
is the only
faithful Witness Who
reveals God
to us.
~ Hilary of
Poitiers (d.
367 A.D.),
“On the
Trinity”

HYMN OF THE DAY “May God Bestow on Us His Grace”
Thus the
cross story
becomes our
story. It
presses itself
upon us so
that it becomes inescapable. It
fights to displace the
glory story.
The cross
thereby becomes the key
to the biblical
story and
opens up new
possibilities
for appropriating – or
better, being
appropriated
by – the entire story. ….
The cross is
the key to
unlocking the
entire story.
~ Gerhard O.
Forde, On
Being a
Theologian
of the Cross

SERMON
“The Well-Ordered Soul, Part Three: Knowing Your Story”
Please kneel.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal music provides
a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper, offering thanks to
God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit. When the Offertory
ends, please stand.
“Psalm 84”
Antiphon: How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord.
L: How dear to me is your dwelling, O ′LORD of hosts!*
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; |
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the ′living God.
The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest
where she may ′lay her young,*
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King ′and my
God.
Happy are they who dwell ′in your house!*
They will always be ′praising you.
13

For the ancient church,
the place of
Eucharist . . .
enclosed a
world. And
the great
drama of the
Eucharist was
the narrative
of that world.
Nor was this
a fictive
world, for its
drama is precisely the
“real” presence of all
reality’s true
author, elsewhere denied.
The classic
liturgy of the
church was
not about
anything else
at all; it was
itself the reality about
which the
truth could be
told.
~ Robert
Jensen
“How the
World Lost
Its Story”
(First
Things,
Oct. 1993)

Happy are the people whose strength ′is in you,*
whose hearts are set on the ′pilgrims’ way.
Antiphon: How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord.

[When God
became man,
it] opened
heaven, for it
was the revelation of the
Word; but it
also made
earth holy
again, for the
Word was
made flesh
and dwelt
among us.
And it is impossible to
read history
without feeling how profoundly the
Christian
religion of
[God-in-theflesh] has
been a religion of humanity . . .

Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a
′place of springs,*
for the early rains have covered it with ′pools of water.
They will climb from ′height to height,*
and the God of gods will reveal him′self in Zion.
LORD God of hosts ′hear my prayer;*
hearken O ′God of Jacob.
Behold our defend′er, O God;*
and look upon the face of ′your anointed.
Antiphon: How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord.
For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in ′my
own room,*
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
than to dwell in the tents ′of the wicked.
For the LORD God is both ′sun and shield;*
he will give ′grace and glory;
no good thing will the ′LORD withhold*
from those who walk ′with integrity.
O ′LORD of hosts,*
happy are they who put their ′trust in you!
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Glory be to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen
Antiphon: How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord.
Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who
by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. May we who now receive his body
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and
follow him.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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. . . The human
body itself,
which heathendom had so
degraded that
noble minds
could only
view it as the
enemy and
prison of the
soul, acquired
a new meaning, exhibited
new graces,
shone with a
new lustre in
the light of the
Word made
Flesh; and
thence, in widening circles,
the family,
society and
state itself felt
in their turn
the impulse of
the Christian
spirit with its
“touches of
things common, ‘till they
rose to touch
the spheres.”
~ Charles
Gore, Lux
Mundi

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.
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DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.

What we do
know for sure
is that at the
end of history
as we know
it, God will
put away evil
forever; every
knee will bow
and confess
Jesus as Lord,
and there will
be a new
heaven and a
new earth in
which God
will reign
forever. In
view of this
cosmic message, salvation extends
to the end of
the earth . . .

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
The vocalists sing the hymn during the distribution. The text is printed
for prayerful meditation.
“In The Cross of Christ I Glory”
In the cross of Christ I glory,
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.
When the woes of life o’ertake me,
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me;
Lo, it glows with peace and joy.
When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming
Adds more luster to the day.
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Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure
By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure,
Joys that through all time abide.
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin
and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always
with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.
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. . . The message of the
church is,
“Whoever is
thirsty, let him
come; and
whoever
wishes, let him
take the free
gift of the water of
life” (Rev.
22:17). Death
is vanquished.
Life endures
forever! New
Christians are
formed in this
message of
hope.
~ Robert E.
Webber, Ancient-Future
Evangelism

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“May God Bestow on Us His Grace”
A Prayer as
You Go
O Christ,
my Master,
let me keep
very close to
Thee. When
I am
tempted to
be undisciplined or
selfindulgent,
let me remember Thy
forty days of
prayer and
fasting.
When the
fires of my
spirit burn
low, let me
remember
Thee continuing all
night in
prayer . . .

… Benjamin M. Culli

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the
east balcony, above the Baptistery. Children will gather first in the Baptistery area and then proceed up the steps together.
Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday
School time. Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the
elevator) after the music portion. Please reclaim your children at 10:45
a.m.

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
(Pr. Gulhaugen at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: Zion Handchime Choir
Vocal Ensemble: Ethan Hochberger; Carter Kulesa;
Vicky Radunz; Carol Rich;
Lector: Lynn Budnik
Radio Announcer: Dick Ames
Acolyte: Ashtyn Fernstaedt
Elder: Ken Rodemeier
Ushers: Donald Budnik; Fred Fenhaus; Robb Halverson
Altar Guild: Julie Sweeney; Anna Mae Zeinemann
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. . . When I
flinch from
hardship, let
me go with
Thee to Thy
Gethsemane.
When I am
lonely, let me
turn to Thee,
my risen
Lord. Whatever the
outer facts
may be, grant
me Thy gift
of inner joy;
in Thy name
and through
Thy grace.
Amen
~ Walter Russell Bowie,
Lift Up Your
Hearts
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286
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To visit our webpage:
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