A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
Lord God,
You have
called Your
servants to
ventures of
which we
cannot see the
ending, by
paths as yet
untrodden,
through perils
unknown.
Give us faith
to go out with
good courage,
not knowing
where we go
but only that
Your hand is
leading us
and Your love
supporting
us; through
Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
Amen
~ traditional
travel or evening prayer

The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2021+ 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. Making His way to the cross
and resurrection, our Lord blazed a path for the whole world
to follow. It goes by many names: Repentance, Faith, Love,
Hope, the Way, the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, Baptism, Death and Resurrection—and yet all of these names ultimately come from and are gathered into one Name, the holy
Name of Jesus, who is alone the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Lillian Engebrecht, Eddie and Ellie
Martin, and Herbie and Marion Zahrt, in memory of Addie Zahrt Shelton
(B. 3-14-1930; D. 1-9-2021).
Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the penitential season of Lent.
The sponsor charts for 2021 for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers are available for
you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area

1

To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
A Selection of Compositions Based on Lenten Hymns

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

HYMN OF INVOCATION “God Himself Is Present”

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
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We read in
Psalm 25:10:
“All the paths
of the Lord
are steadfast
love and
faithfulness.”
However, it
requires great
skill to recognize God’s
work and to
let Him work
in us, so that
all our work
will in the
end be God’s
and not our
own. This is
the proper
celebration of
the Sabbath,
to rest from
our own
works and to
be full of
God’s works.
~ Martin
Luther

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

The path of
discipleship is
narrow, and
it is fatally
easy to miss
one’s way
and stray
from the path,
even after
years of discipleship. And
it is hard to
fin. On either side of
the narrow
path deep
chasms yawn.
To be called
to a life of
extraordinary
quality, to
live up to it ,
and yet to be
unconscious
of it is indeed
a narrow
way . . .

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
P:
C:

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and
justly deserved your punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you, of
your boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.

P:

Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

C:

Please stand.
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INTROIT
L:

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
Though an army encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear;
though war arise against me, yet I will be confident.
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my
life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD
and to inquire in his temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will lift me high up on a rock.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

. . . To confess
and testify to
the truth as it
is in Jesus,
and at the
same time to
love the enemies of that
truth, his
enemies ad
ours, and to
love them
with the infinite love of
Jesus Christ,
is indeed a
narrow way.
To believe the
promise of
Jesus that his
followers
shall possess
the earth, and
at the same
time to face
our enemies
unarmed and
defenceless,
preferring to
incur injustice rather
than to do
wrong ourselves, is indeed a narrow
way . . .
[continued
next page]
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P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

[from previous page]
To see the
weakness and
wrong in others, and at the
same time
refrain from
judging them;
to deliver the
gospel message without
casting pearls
before swine,
is indeed a
narrow way.
The way is
unutterably
hard, and at
every moment we are
in danger of
straying from
it. If we regard this way
as one we
follow in obedience to an
external command, if we
are afraid of
ourselves all
the time, ti is
indeed an
impossible
way . . .

COLLECT
P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, you receive us as your children and provide for all
our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge your merciful goodness, give thanks for all your
benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
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Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Numbers 21:4-9
4From

Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go
around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the
way. 5And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For
there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.”
6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit
the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the people
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken
against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take
away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole,
and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9So Moses
made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 107:1-9
L: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good,*
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever!
C: Let the redeemed of the LORD | say so,*
whom he has redeemed from | trouble
L: and gathered in | from the lands,*
from the east and from the west,
from the north and | from the south.

. . . But if we
behold Jesus
Christ going
on before step
by step, we
shall not go
astray. But if
we worry
about the dangers that beset
us, if we gaze
at the road
instead of at
him who goes
before, we are
already straying from the
path. For he is
himself the
way, the narrow way and
the strait gate.
He, and he
alone, is our
journey’s end.
[continued
next page]

C: Some wandered in | desert wastes,*
finding no way to a city to | dwell in;
L: hungry and | thirsty,*
their soul fainted with- | in them.
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C: Then they cried to the LORD in their | trouble,*
and he delivered them from | their distress.
L: He led them by a | straight way*
till they reached a city to | dwell in.
C: Let them thank the LORD for his | steadfast love,*
for his wondrous works to the chil- | dren of men!
[from previous page]
. . . When we
know that, we
are able to
proceed along
the narrow
way through
the strait gate
of the cross,
and on to
eternal life,
and the very
narrowness of
the road will
increase our
certainty . . .

L: For he satisfies the | longing soul,*
and the hungry soul he fills | with good things.
All: Glory be to the Father, and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy |Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

EPISTLE Ephesians 2:1-10
1And

you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once
walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of
the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of
disobedience— 3among whom we all once lived in the passions of
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and
were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But
God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us, 5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he might show
the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of
works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
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L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
14[Jesus

said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the
judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the
darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 20For
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not
come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But whoever
does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen
that his deeds have been carried out in God.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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. . . The way
which the Son
of God trod on
earth, and the
way which we
too must tread
as citizens of
two worlds, on
the razor edge
between this
world and the
kingdom of
heaven, could
hardly be a
broad way.
The narrow
way is bound
to be right.
~ Pastor
Dietrich
Bonhoeffer,
The Cost of
Discipleship

APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “God Loved the World”
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SERMON
“The Well-Ordered Soul, Part Four: Walking the Path”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal music provides
a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper, offering thanks to
God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit. When the Offertory
ends, please stand.
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“Psalm 65”
L: You are to be praised O ′God in Zion;*
to you shall vows be performed ′in Jerusalem.
“The Lord be
with you.”
Similar to the
beginning of
the Divine
Service itself,
the first word
spoken to begin the Communion is the
name of the
Lord. It is the
Lord’s Supper, in name
and reality,
not the supper of Christians. The
Lord is the
host, the head
of the family;
it is the Lord
who serves
(Luke 22:27),
hence the
name Divine
Service (from
Gottesdienst) . . .

To you that hear prayer shall ′all flesh come,*
because of ′their transgressions.
Our sins are stron′ger than we are,*
but you will ′blot them out.
Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your
′courts to dwell there!*
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, |
by the holiness ′of your temple.
Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness,
O God of ′our salvation,*
O Hope of all the ends of the earth and of the seas that are ′far
away.
You make fast the mountains ′by your power;*
they are girded a′bout with might.
You still the roaring ′of the seas,*
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor ′of the peoples.
Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your
′marvelous signs;*
you make the dawn and the dusk to ′sing for joy.
You visit the earth and water it abundantly; |
you make it ′very plenteous;*
the river of God is ′full of water.
You pre′pare the grain,*
for so you provide ′for the earth.
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You drench the furrows and smooth ′out the ridges;*
with heavy rain you soften the ground and ′bless its increase.
You crown the year ′with your goodness,*
and your paths over′flow with plenty.
May the fields of the wilderness be ′rich for grazing,*
and the hills be ′clothed with joy.
May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,
and the valleys cloak them′selves with grain;*
let them shout for ′joy and sing.
Glory be to the Father and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen
Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who
by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. May we who now receive his body
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and
follow him.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

. . . There is
little that is
older in the
liturgy than
[this opening
to communion.] “The
Lord be with
you” is spoken by the
presiding
minister, the
man put there
as the instrument for the
Lord’s speaking of His
words. The
words themselves come
from Scripture (Judg.
6:12; Ruth
2:4; Ps. 129:8;
Luke 1:28),
where they
speak a blessing in greeting . . .
[continued
next page]
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[from previous page]
. . . The response “And
with your
spirit” is addressed to the
presiding
minister, recognizing him
as the Lord’s
man to do
what has been
given him to
do (apostolic
ministry,
“called and
ordained”).
We, in effect
are saying,
“The Lord is
with your
spirit with
His Spirit.”
“Lift up your
hearts” and
“We lift them
to the Lord”
God is present in the
Lord Jesus
Christ with
us, and hearts
exult in glad
welcome toward him . . .

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
14

In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

. . . “Let us
give thanks to
the Lord our
God” and “It
is truly good
and right to do
so.” He is present, welcomed, acclaimed, and to
him we are
bidden to give
thanks. To
give thanks to
the Lord our
God is the only
fitting thing to
do when He
comes among
us. Here now
we have again
heard the
words of our
Lord which He
speaks to us.
Most profoundly it is
the Lord’s
Supper . . .
[continued
next page]
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
[from previous
page]

. . . Here he is
present among
us; He speaks,
and with His
words He does
and bestows
what they say.
Of this then
the liturgy is
homology. It
is the Lord’s
Day, the
Lord’s Table,
where the Lord
serves us His
gifts, gifts that
bring about is
and from us
His praise . . .

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
The vocalists sing the hymn during the distribution. The text is printed
for prayerful meditation.
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”
My faith looks up to Thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine.
Now hear me while I pray;
Take all my guilt away;
O let me from this day
Be wholly Thine!
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May Thy rich grace impart
Strength to my fainting heart;
My zeal inspire!
As Thou hast died for me,
Oh, may my love to Thee
Pure, warm, and changeless be,
A living fire!
While life’s dark maze I tread
And griefs around me spread,
Be Thou my guide;
Bid darkness turn to day,
Wipe sorrow’s tears away,
Nor let me ever stray
From Thee aside.
When ends life’s transient dream,
When death’s cold, sullen stream
Shall o’er me roll,
Blest Savior, then, in love,
Fear and distrust remove;
O bear me safe above,
A ransomed soul!
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ, my God;
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.
See, from His head, His hands, His feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
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. . . We are
then in the
company again
with John and
the churches of
Asia Minor
and all the
company of
heaven, acclaiming the
Lamb who
once was slain,
who sits upon
the throne, and
who gathers
His people to
His table to
give them his
body and His
blood to eat
and to drink
for the forgiveness of their
sins.
~ Nagel, N.,
Lutheran
Worship,
History and
Practice

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a tribute far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all!
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin
and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always
with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
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BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.
A Prayer as
You Go

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Fugue on the Kyrie”

… Francois Couperin

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the
east balcony, above the Baptistery. Children will gather first in the Baptistery area and then proceed up the steps together.
Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday
School time. Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the
elevator) after the music portion. Please reclaim your children at 10:45
a.m.

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Almighty
God, our
heavenly Father, by thy
great goodness I am
permitted to
go to thy
house, to
worship toward thy
holy temple.
Lead me, gracious Lord, in
righteousness, and
prepare thy
way before
me. Keep me
in the path of
thy commandments,
for thou art
the God of
my salvation.
~ from the
liturgy of
Wilhelm
Loehe, d.
1872 A.D.

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
(Pr. Johnson at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Trumpet: Chad Premeau
Vocal Ensemble: Janean Andrus; Tim Pagel; Cyndi Reuter
Lector: Kathy Fandrey
Radio Announcer: Paul Fandrey
Acolyte: Ethan Hochberger
Communion Assistant: Rob Kittel
Elder: Lynn Budnik
Ushers: Marty and Janet Dettmering;
Landis and Jewell Holdorf;
Gary and Sue Wolslegel
Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Julie Sweeney
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
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