A Prayer
Upon Entering Church
To Thee, O
Victor pierced
by nails on
the cross Who
calleth out ot
sinners saying: come,
receive forgiveness
freely - to
Thee I unrelentingly
pray, O my
Savior: turn
Thine eyes
away from
my lawlessness, and by
Thy sufferings heal my
sores that i
may glorify
Thy kindness.
~ Ephrem the
Syrian,
373 A.D.

The Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 21, 2021+ 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. A well-intentioned mother asks
our Lord Jesus Christ to set her sons at His right and left hands
in glory. Yet Jesus shows them the true path to glory: suffering and servanthood. Would we expect anything less from the
One came to show mercy to the whole human race? Mercy is
the only crown in the kingdom of Jesus. Having received
mercy from God, we love that mercy, and our souls live and
thrive as we show mercy to others—even if it means we die.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today



Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the penitential season of Lent.
The sponsor charts for 2021 for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers are available for
you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area

1

To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
A Selection of Compositions Based on Lenten Hymns

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

HYMN OF INVOCATION “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine”

INVOCATION
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
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Christ does
not enter the
heart of a
man unless a
John the Baptist first prepares the way
for Him by
repentance.
God does not
pour the oil of
His mercy
except into
the vessel of a
truly contrite
heart. God
first puts the
soul to death,
as it were,
through contrition, that
He may afterwards
quicken it
through the
consolation of
the Holy
Spirit (1
Samuel 2:6) .
..
[continued
next page]

P:
[continued
from previous
page]
. . . He casts
it down to
hell in godly
sorrow for
sin, that He
may bring it
up again by
the blessed
power of His
grace… The
terror of the
law precedes
the sweetness
of divine love,
and sorrow
for sin the
consolation of
the Spirit.
God does not
bind up thy
wounds, until
thou acknowledge
and deplore
thy sin. God
does not cover
thine iniquities, until
thou first uncover them in
humble penitence . . .

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
P:
C:

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and
justly deserved your punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you, of
your boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.

P:

Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

C:

Please stand.

INTROIT
L: Vindicate me, O God,
and defend my cause against an ungodly people,
from the deceitful and unjust man deliver me!
I love the LORD, because he has heard
my voice and my pleas for mercy.
Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
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The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish.
Then I called on the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!”
For you have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Vindicate me, O God,
and defend my cause against an ungodly people,
from the deceitful and unjust man deliver me!

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
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. . . He forgives them
not until thou
hast confessed
them; He does
not justify
thee until
thou hast first
condemned
thyself; and
He does not
afford His
rich consolations until
thou hast first
despaired of
help in thyself. May God
work true
repentance in
us through
His Holy
Spirit!
~ Johann
Gerhard,
Sacred
Meditations
(1606 A.D.)

Hope arises
only from the
fact that God
has mercy
upon us and
instills it into
us, and it
never has any
other object
or matter or
foundation
than the simple mercy of
God, not our
works, which
only become
the object and
source of despair. Christ
lives for us; if
we believe in
Him, He is
our Merit.
~ Martin
Luther

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

COLLECT
P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty God, by your great goodness mercifully look upon your people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen

Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 31:31-34
31“Behold,

the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of
Judah, 32not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the
day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of
Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,
declares the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with
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the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will
be their God, and they shall be my people. 34And no longer shall
each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know
the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I
will remember their sin no more.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:9-16
L:

How can a young man keep his | way pure?*
By guarding it according | to your word.

C:

With my whole heart I | seek you;*
Let me not wander from your com- | mandments!

L:

I have stored up your word | in my heart,*
that I might not sin a- | gainst you.

C:

Blessèd are you, | O LORD;*
teach me your | statutes!

L:

With my lips | I declare*
all the just decrees | of your mouth.

C:

In the way of your testimonies | I delight*
as much as in all | riches.

L:

I will meditate on your | precepts*
and fix my eyes | on your ways.

C:

I will delight in your | statutes;*
I will not for- | get your word.
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Faith and
love must
always be
distinguished
in such a way
that faith concerns the person while love
concerns the
works. Faith
purges out
sin and makes
the person
well-pleasing
to God and
righteous before him. But
when the person has become pleasing
and righteous, then the
Holy Spirit
and love are
given him, so
that the person does the
good willingly and
joyfully. So
faith remains
always the
actor and love
remains the
deed . . .

All: Glory be to the Father, and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy |Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

EPISTLE Hebrews 5:1-10
1Every

high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on
behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for
sins. 2He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he
himself is beset with weakness. 3Because of this he is obligated to
offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the people. 4And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called
by God, just as Aaron was. 5So also Christ did not exalt himself to
be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him,
“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6as he says also in
another place, “You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him
from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8Although
he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered.
9And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation
to all who obey him, 10being designated by God a high priest after
the order of Melchizedek.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
.

VERSE
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GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 10th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
32And

they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was
walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell
them what was to happen to him, 33saying, “See, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief
priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and
deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34And they will mock him and spit
on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will
rise.” 35And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him
and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we
ask of you.” 36And he said to them, “What do you want me to do
for you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right
hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38Jesus said to them, “You
do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup
that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am
baptized?” 39And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to
them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism
with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40but to sit at my
right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for
whom it has been prepared.” 41And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42And Jesus called them to
him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43But it shall not be so among you. But
whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44and
whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45For even
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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. . . So all
Christian
teaching,
works, and life
are comprehended, briefly
and clearly, in
the two elements, faith
and love.
Through them
the person is
placed between
God and man
as the means
by which that
which is received from
above is given
out again below. It is like a
funnel through
which the
fountain of
God’s goodness is to flow
ceaselessly to
other people.
So then those
conform to
God who, in
Christ, receive
from God everything that he
possesses as
though they
were themselves gods for
other people....
~ Morphologie
des Luthertums

APOSTLES CREED

“But when
thou makest a
feast, call the
poor, the
maimed, the
lame, the
blind: And
thou shalt be
blessed; for
they cannot
recompense
thee” (Luke
14:13-14a).
The greatest
advantage of
riches isn’t
using them
for an individual’s specific pleasure,
but for the
welfare of
many people.
They aren’t
for one’s immediate enjoyment, but
for the righteousness that
never passes
away . . .

P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “My Song is Love Unknown”
Congregation: St. 1 - 3;
Choir: St. 4;
Congregation St. 5-7
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. . . Therefore,

5

They rise and needs will have
My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they save,
The Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful He
To suff’ring goes
That He His foes
From thence might free.

6

In life no house, no home
My Lord on earth might have;
In death no friendly tomb
But what a stranger gave.
What may I say?
Heav’n was His home
But mine the tomb
Wherein He lay.

7

Here might I stay and sing,
No story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my friend,
In whose sweet praise
I all my days
Could gladly spend!

by all means,
we must not
hope to receive
something in
return for
showing mercy.
We must expect
the reward to
such duty to
come from God
alone. If you
expect it from
others, then
what you did
wasn’t kindness but lending something
at interest.
Those who act
for themselves
and not for the
sake of others
don’t deserve to
be rewarded.
Yet, whenever
people give to
others without
seeking their
own advantage,
they really give
to themselves
because God
will reward
them . . .
[continued next
page]
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SERMON
“The Well-Ordered Soul, Part Five: Loving Mercy”
[continued
from previous
page]
. . . God has
also commanded us to
invite those
who cannot
repay us to
our dinners.
For everything we do
in life should
be performed
with mercy.
Don’t think,
however, that
this prevents
you from interacting
with friends
or showing
kindness to
neighbors.
But God has
revealed to us
what truly
righteous behavior is: to
live mercifully with our
neighbors.
~ Lactantius
(240-320
A.D.)

Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated

OFFERTORY
As the pastors prepare the altar for the Holy Supper, vocal music provides
a time for worshipers to prepare for the Holy Supper, offering thanks to
God and asking for the blessing of His Holy Spirit. When the Offertory
ends, please stand.
“Psalm 62”
Antiphon: In God is my safety and my honor.
L: For God alone my soul in silence waits;
from him comes my salvation.
He alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall not be greatly shaken.
How long will you assail me to crush me, all of you together,
as if you were a leaning fence, a toppling wall?
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Antiphon: In God is my safety and my honor.
They seek only to bring me down from my place of honor;
lies are their chief delight.
They bless with their lips
but in their hearts they curse.
For God alone my soul in silence waits;
truly my hope is in him.
Antiphon: In God is my safety and my honor.
He alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken.
In God is my safety and my honor;
God is my strong rock and my refuge.
Put your trust in him always O people,
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge.
Antiphon: In God is my safety and my honor.
Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath,
even those of low estate cannot be trusted.
On the scales they are lighter than a breath,
all of them together.
Put no trust in extortion;
in robbery take no empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
Antiphon: In God is my safety and my honor.
God has spoken once, twice have I heard it,
that power belongs to God.
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Steadfast love is yours O Lord,
for you repay everyone according to his deeds.

In that anxious and
dreadful hour
when the
heavenly
powers are
roused, when
all the angels,
archangels,
seraphim and
cherubim will
stand with
fear and
trembling
before Thy
glory, when
the foundations of the
earth will be
shaken, and
when all that
breathes will
be terrified by
the incomparable greatness of Thy
glory – in
that hour
mayest Thou
take me under
Thy wing . . .

Glory be to the Father and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen
Antiphon: In God is my safety and my honor.
Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who
by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. May we who now receive his body
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and
follow him.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.
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. . . and may
my soul be
delivered from
the terrible fire
and from the
gnashing of
teeth, from
outer darkness
and eternal
lamentation,
that I may
bless Thee and
say: Glory to
Him Who has
desired to save
a sinner according to the
great compassion of His
mercy!
~ Ephrem the
Syrian (d.
373 A.D.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
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come forward to ask for a blessing.

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
The vocalists sing the hymn during the distribution. The text is printed
for prayerful meditation.
“Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”
1 Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain,
Sinners, ruined by the fall;
Here a pure and healing fountain
Flows for you, for me, for all,
In a full, perpetual tide,
Opened when our Savior died.
2

Come in poverty and meanness,
Come defiled, without, within;
From infection and uncleanness,
From the leprosy of sin,
Wash your robes and make them white;
Ye shall walk with God in light.

3

Come in sorrow and contrition,
Wounded, impotent, and blind;
Here the guilty, free remission,
Here the troubled, peace may find.
Health this fountain will restore;
They that drink shall thirst no more.
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4

They that drink shall live forever;
’Tis a soul-renewing flood.
God is faithful; God will never
Break His covenant of blood,
Signed when our Redeemer died,
Sealed when He was glorified.

“Baptismal Waters Cover Me”
1 Baptismal waters cover me
As I approach on bended knee;
My Father’s mercy here I plead,
For grievous sins of thought and deed.
2

I look to Christ upon the tree,
His body broken there for me;
I lay before Him all my sin,
My darkest secrets from within.

3

Lord, may Your wounded hand impart
Your healing to my broken heart;
Your love alone can form in me
A heart that serves You joyfully.

4

From Your own mouth comes forth a word;
Your shepherd speaks, but You are heard;
Through him Your hand now stretches out,
Forgiving sin, destroying doubt.

5

Baptismal waters cover me;
Christ’s wounded hand has set me free.
Held in my Father’s strong embrace,
With joy I praise Him for His grace.

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin
and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always
with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

SILENT PRAYER
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A Prayer as
You Go
O Blessed
Lord, who hast
commanded us
to love one
another, grant
us grace that
having received Thine
undeserved
bounty, we
may love every
one in Thee
and for Thee.
We implore
Thy clemency
for all; but especially for the
friends whom
Thy love has
given to us.
Love Thou
them, O Thou
Fountain of
love and make
them to love
Thee with all
their heart,
that they may
will, and speak
and do those
things only
which are
pleasing to
Thee. Amen
~ Anselm
(1033—1109
A.D.)

POSTLUDE
“Toccata in A Minor”

… Jan Pieter Sweelinck

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School for children preschool age through grade 6 begins in the
east balcony, above the Baptistery. Children will gather first in the Baptistery area and then proceed up the steps together.
Preschool through Grade 4 remain in the balcony for all of the Sunday
School time. Grades 5-6 proceed to the conference room/library (by the
elevator) after the music portion. Please reclaim your children at 10:45
a.m.

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Chris S. Johnson
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Flute: Jacob Roseman
Vocal Ensemble: Ethan Hochberger; Steve Kroening;
Jim Speckhard; Steve Zeinemann
Lector: Beth Oestreich
Radio Announcer: Ryan Fernstaedt
Acolyte: Michael Cornell
Elder: Jon Oestreich
Ushers: Mark Gehrke
Frank and Tammie Rodemeier
Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Anna Mae Zeinemann
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com
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Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann
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To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
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