MAUNDY THURSDAY
Zion Lutheran Church + Wausau, Wisconsin + April 1, 2021 + 6:30 PM

Here we are at the threshold.
This is the most important moment of your lives.
You have to know that here your most cherished wish will come true.
The most sincere one.
The one reached through suffering.
~ Andrei Tarkovsky
from the movie, “The Stalker”
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RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn towards the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

HYMN “Where Charity and Love Prevail”

Let us recall that in our midst
Dwells Christ, His only Son;
As members of His body joined
We are in Him made one.
For love excludes no race or clan
That names the Savior’s name;
His family embraces all
Whose Father is the same.
Please sit.

SERMON
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Please kneel. Silence is kept.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: O almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and
justly deserved your punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you, of your
boundless mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.
P:

Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant
of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

Please stand.

INTROIT (sung by the vocal ensemble)
Gracious is the LORD, and righteous;
our God is merciful.
I love the LORD, because he has heard
my voice and my pleas for mercy.
Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish.
Then I called on the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!”
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Gracious is the LORD, and righteous;
our God is merciful.

COLLECT
P:

Let us pray . . . Holy God, source of all love, on the night of His
betrayal, Jesus gave His disciples a new commandment: To
love one another as He had loved them. By your Holy Spirit
write this commandment in our hearts; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 24: 3-11
3Moses

came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all
the just decrees. And all the people answered with one voice and
said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 4And
Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the
morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve
pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent young
men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6And Moses took half of
the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw
against the altar. 7Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read
it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the LORD
has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8And Moses took
the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of
the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with
all these words.” 9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 10and they saw the God of
Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire
stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11And he did not lay his
hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and
ate and drank.
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L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 116:12-19
L: What shall I render | to the LORD*
for all his bene- | fits to me?
C: I will lift up the cup of sal- | vation*
and call on the name | of the LORD,
L: I will pay my vows | to the LORD*
in the presence of all his | people.
C: Precious in the sight | of the LORD*
is the death | of his saints.
L: O LORD, I am your | servant;*
I am your servant, the son of your maidservant.
You have | loosed my bonds.
C: I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- | giving*
and call on the name | of the LORD.
L: I will pay my vows | to the LORD*
in the presence of all his | people,
C: in the courts of the house | of the LORD,*
in your midst, O Jerusalem. | Praise the LORD!
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 11:23-32
23For

I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and
when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way
also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 27Whoever,
therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the
Lord. 28Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread
and drink of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30That is
why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31But if we
judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32But when we are
judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE
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GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1Now

before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his
hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
2During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing that the
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come
from God and was going back to God, 4rose from supper. He laid
aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his
waist. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped
around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do
you wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do
not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8Peter
said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him,
“If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my
head!” 10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need
to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are
clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray
him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 12When he had
washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his
place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to
you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am.
14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have given you an example,
that you also should do just as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I
say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17If you know these things,
blessed are you if you do them. 31bNow is the Son of Man glorified,
and God is glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in him, God will
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also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as
I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you
cannot come.’ 34A new commandment I give to you, that you love
one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
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MAUNDY HYMN “Jesus, Greatest at the Table”
As the hymn is sung, the ministers symbolically re-enact Christ’s washing of the disciples’ feet. When it is ended, please kneel.
St. 1 & 2—Vocal Ensemble
St. 3 - 5—Congregation

Please kneel.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY “Do This in Remembrance of Me”…Larry Visser
Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Lord of heaven and earth, we praise and thank you for sending
your Son into our flesh to bear our sins.
C: Grant us faithfully to eat his body and drink his blood, trusting in his mercy and all that he has done for our sake. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.
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P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
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AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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COMMUNION MUSIC “The Prayer of St. Gregory”
…Alan Hovhaness
When all have communed, please stand.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Let us pray . . . Lord God, in a wonderful Sacrament you have
left us a memorial of your suffering and death. May this Sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of
your redemption may be continually manifest in our lives; for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR
L: Stay here and keep watch with me. The hour has come.
Stay here and keep watch with me. Watch and pray.
Passion Reading, Part 1
C: Go to dark Gethsemane,
All who feel the tempter's pow'r;
Your Redeemer's conflict see.
Watch with him one bitter hour;
Turn not from his griefs away;
Learn from Jesus Christ to pray.
Passion Reading, Part 2
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C: Follow to the judgment hall,
View the Lord of life arraigned;
Oh, the worm-wood and the gall!
Oh, the pangs his soul sustained!
Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss;
Learn from him to bear the cross.
Passion Reading, Part 3
C: Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb;
There, adoring at his feet,
Mark that miracle of time,
God's own sacrifice complete.
"It is finished!" hear him cry;
Learn from Jesus Christ to die
The Paschal Candle is taken outside of the church in remembrance of
Christ’s arrest.
Please leave silently, or remain as long as you wish for prayer.
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Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher Johnson
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Trumpet: Chad Premeau
Vocalists: Janean Andrus; Vicky Radunz; Jessica Ray;
Jim Speckhard; Steve Zeinemann
Lector: Landis Holdorf
Elder: Jon Oestrich
Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen; Janet Dettmering; Pam Hoppe;
Kay Krall; Vicky Radunz; Bonnie Waack;
Anna Mae Zeinemann
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