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March 7: Saints Perpetua and Felicitas 

St. Perpetua was a no-
blewoman living in 
north Africa, married 
and the mother of one 
child.  St. Felicitas was 
her slave, and also a 
young mother.  Both 
women were baptized 
and enrolled as catechu-
mens (“learners”) in the 
Christian church, lead-
ing to their arrest by lo-
cal authorities.  In time, 
they were taken with 
other catechumens to the public games celebrating Cae-
sar Geta’s birthday, where they were scourged, attacked 
by a wild cow, and ultimately slain by a sword, but not 
before they embraced each other with a holy kiss of 
peace. 

Remembering 
Examples of the faith in March 
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We preach Christ crucified.  (1 Cor. 1:23) 

 
Beloved Saints, 
 

In less than a month, we will celebrate Holy Week. Why is there a 
Holy Week? 
 
Holy Week tells our story.  It is the story of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, who put God’s power to work through the weakness and suf-
fering of His Cross.   
 
Holy Baptism unites us with this story and puts that power to work 
in us.  There, we are united with the Son of God, put to death with 
Him that we may also live with Him now and rise in Him on the Last 
Day (Romans 6:3-5).   
 
Holy Week therefore tells our story to us.  Like every Lord’s Day, 
only with more intensity, color, and detail, it puts us in touch with 
the deepest truth about who we are and who we will be.   
 
About 30 years ago, a man by the name of Robert Jenson wrote an 
article entitled, “How the World Lost Its Story.”  It’s a title and arti-
cle that has always stuck with me.  You, me, the world—we are al-
ways in danger of losing our story and forgetting who we are. 
 
Indeed, it is possible that the youngest generation among us is being 
raised without stories in a way that no other generation ever was.  
They are being raised to live in the moment, and without the past and 
future that stories require.  They are even taught to distrust story and 
live free of it.   
 
Beloved saints, that is not the life that God has given us to live.  His 
story existed before the world began—it goes by the name of Je-
sus—and He crucified that story just to make you part of it.  Holy 
Week is one way that He may turn us again to this truth. 
 
Peace! 
Pastor Gjerde 

Pastoral Letter 
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Palm Sunday: March 28 
Holy Communion with Blessing of the Palms 

Saturday:  5:15 PM 
Sunday:  9 AM (Live, WSAU 550 AM, 99. 9 FM) 
  11 AM 
 

Holy Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
Holy Communion, Spoken 

Daily at 12:15 PM 
 

Maundy Thursday: April 1  
Holy Communion: 12:15 PM 
Holy Communion with Stripping of the Altar:  6:30 PM 
 

Good Friday: April 2 
Three-Hour (Tre-Ore) Service: 12—3 PM 
The Seven Words from the Cross 

Nine 20-min Services + Come-and-Go As You Are Able 

 

Holy Saturday: April 3 
Easter Vigil:  6:30 PM 
 

Easter Sunday: April 4 
Holy Communion:  9 AM (Live, WSAU 550 AM, 99. 9 FM) 
   11 AM 

Holy Week and Easter Schedule 

Outdoor Procession, Good Friday 

At the conclusion of Zion’s Three-Hour (Tre-Ore) Service on Good 
Friday, at roughly 3 PM, Zion’s ministers will process outdoors 
through the main, Grant Street doors, with an image of Christ Cru-
cified.  They will proceed east on Grant Street to Zion’s green 

space, and there hold a brief outdoor devotion, especially composed 
with thoughts for those not wishing to worship indoors.  All are wel-
come to attend this procession and outdoor devotion. 
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The Lord would have all His sheep fed. 
 
This Holy Week and Easter, 
and thanks to our radio minis-
try, those who do not wish to 
gather indoors for the Holy 
Supper will have three op-

portunities to receive their 
Lord outdoors at Zion: 
 

Palm Sunday, March 28 

Easter Sunday, April 4 

Second Sunday of Easter, April 11 

 

Here’s how it will work: 
 
1) Come and park your car in the Zion lot or nearby streets for the 9 

AM service and listen to the broadcast (WSAU 550 AM/99.9 
FM). 

2) After you hear the Word of Institution (“Take, eat . . . Take, 
drink . . . ), a minister from Zion will come by the east-side en-

tryway to the black-topped area in the parking lot between the 
church and school playground.  Watch for the cross! 

3) You may come forward at that time, on foot, to receive the 
Lord’s Supper, maintaining a comfortable distance from others 
as you wish.  Please do not pull up in your car to avoid a traffic 

jam.   

Holy Communion Outdoors  

Receiving Your Palms Outdoors 

 

Those not wishing to attend worship indoors may still pick up 
blessed palms on Palm Sunday (March 28). 
 
The ministers bringing Holy Communion outdoors on that day will 
also bring out palms.  They may be taken by those receiving Com-
munion outdoors or others who come after worship to pick them up.   
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Monthly Mission Emphases: 

 Lutheran Bible Translators, the Derricks — Goal:  $2,000 

 Lutheran Campus Center, Madison — Goal:  $1,000 
 

Lutheran Bible Translators 

The Derricks, along with the rest of the world, have been dealing with 
the threat of Covid-19.  There are many difficulties that face countries 
like Cameroon in Africa, with limited medical resources and finances.  
They follow rules, wearing masks when they leave the house.  The or-
ganization LBT helps them feel prepared and supported during this time 
of unknowns.  While working from home, Elliot has been working with 
his language teacher to produce educational materials in Subula for ru-
ral villages to get good information.  They are dealing with high tem-
peratures: last year, March to May was 104-111 during the day and 85-
99 at night.  The girls and Elliot had full-body rashes till the weather 
got cooler.  They trust that God will use the challenges they are experi-
encing to strengthen their Christian witness to the Subula community, 
due to the unusual season last summer. 

Outreach and Mercy         sharing and being the gifts 

Persecuted Christians in: Cameroon; Russian Federation;  

 United Arab Emirates 

Sister Congregation: Lehurutshe Parish, South Africa 

Missionaries: Elliot & Serena Derricks, Lutheran Bible Translators 

For health and recovery: Bob Ninnemann 

Those who need our on-going prayers: Hilmar Baumann, Les 

Brolliar, Mary Ellen Bureta, Rich Cornell, Abby Dobeck, Ruth 

Draeger, Carol Edelburg, Barbara Ellen, Dennis Falk, Rita Falk, Ben 

Fiedler, Ken Heinzen, Avery Kluck, Kathy LaPorte, Wayne La-

wonn, Debra Mertes, Bill Metter, Terry Miller, Grace Mueller, 

Maggie Otto, Tina Parker, Marjorie Raddatz, Barb Ramker, Krista 

Salas, David Skola, Dave Torkko, Mike Trzebiatowski, Mark Wen-

dorff, Nancy, Jim, Richard, Lenette, Rachel, Zion’s homebound 

members. 

Praying              in our prayers this week 
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This year, a majority of the Lenten season oc-
curs in March.  During this time, beloved 
Lenten hymns are sung and prayed as we ap-
proach Holy Week.  The Hymn of the Day for 
Palm/Passion Sunday is A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth.  The 
author of this hymn is Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676), the most beloved 
of hymn writers in the German language.  This hymn is one of the 
most significant Good Friday texts in Lutheran practice.  Gerhardt’s 
hymnody was deeply influenced by his foundation in the Lutheran 
Confessions, during a time when German rulers were deserting Lu-
theranism in favor of Calvinism.    
 
A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth is a hymn that is filled with 
Gospel comfort and this core truth: in love, God offered His Son for 
our salvation.  Hildegard Schaeder (d. 1984) was imprisoned by the 
Nazis in 1944 for “aiding and abetting Jews,” and was on the list for 
the gas chamber.  She prayed the words of this hymn often and this 
helped her survive to the war’s end.  While the original hymn con-
tained ten stanzas, the four-stanza version, contains the dialogue be-
tween the Son and the Father, leading to the obedient sacrifice be-
cause of divine love.  This sacrifice takes the fear of death away.  
Jesus clothes us in His righteousness.  The final phrases of stanza 
four express the new life of the Christian.  “His love is dress enough 
for me to wear through all eternity before the highest Father, Where 
we shall stand at Jesus’ side, His Church, the well-appointed bride, 
when all the faithful gather.”   
 
This hymn can provide us comfort and peace as we “desire Jesus,” 
and “endure suffering” in this life. If you studied Psalm 23 last week, 
the love of the Shepherd has the same goal - eternity with Jesus.  
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord, forever!”  Thanks be to 
God! 
 
Joy in Jesus, Kantor Irene Beethe 

A “Note” from Kantor  
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Calling All Current Communion Assistants 

If you have assisted with Holy Communion in the past, please con-
sider helping with serving Holy Communion outdoors on March 28, 
April 4, and April 11 (see page 5).  Two Communion Assistants are 
needed for each of those days at 9 AM.  Please call the church office 

to volunteer. 

 

Operation Baby Bottle  
If you have not already done so, please return the baby bottles to the 
Zion church office.  Thank you for your support of Hope Life Cen-
ter. 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars Program:  Designate by March 31 

Eligible benefit members of Thrivent Financial may now recom-
mend where Thrivent distributes a portion of its charitable dollars.  
You can request that Zion be given your charitable dollars.             
Call 1-800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice”; or on the internet: 
www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  If you would like to learn more 
about the Thrivent Choice program, please contact Zion member and 
Thrivent Associate, Steven Zeinemann, 715-355-0676. 
 

Zion Now Participating in AmazonSmile Program 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support a 
charity of your choice every time you shop, at no cost to you.  Ama-
zonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com on your web browser and 
can be activated in the Amazon Shopping App for iOS and Android 
phones.  AmazonSmile will be listed in the Settings menu; from 
there, you can follow onboarding instructions to activate the program 
on your device. 
 

Memorials and Other Gifts Received: 

 In memory of Peggy Oleson, Al and Sue Meyer gave a gift to 
the Music Fund. 

 

Sponsors for 2021 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers, and Bulletins 

The sponsor charts are available for you to sign up, and are located 
by the stairs by the northwest entry of Zion.  Many dates are avail-
able for 2021 for you to sponsor for your special occasion, memo-

News & Events 
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News & Events 

rial, etc.  Please check the charts and sign up.  If you wish to sponsor 
a weekly bulletin, please call the church office at 715-848-7286.  
Costs are:  $200 radio broadcast, $60 flowers, and $25 bulletin. 
 

Quilting 

... Monday, March 22, from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. in the church hall.  
This project supports Lutheran World Relief.  Volunteers are wel-
come!  Quilters: Please label the items you bring to identify them as 
quilt tops, backs, or fillers.  Each item should be 64” X 84”. 
 

Lenten SOUP TO GO on Wednesdays 

A quart of homemade soup, bread to serve 3-4 people, and home-
made cookies are available each Wednesday for pickup between 
12:45 and 3:00 p.m. at the church office.  (Suggested donation, 
$10.00 per quart.)  You must reserve your soup by 10:00 a.m. the 
Monday before the Wednesday of your order.  Curbside pickup or 
delivery is available.  Indicate your preference when placing your 
order.  If you want curbside pickup, please use your cell phone and 
call the church office when you arrive at church.  Someone will 
bring your order out to you.   
These soups are available: 
 March 17 Pea Soup 
 March 24 Minestrone Soup 
Sign up in the church office, or call the office, 715-848-7286. 
 

Bread and Pie Baking on March 26 

Phyllis Bliese will be baking the following:  Apple Pies, $6 & $8; 
Lemon Meringue, $6; Custard, $6; Pecan, $8.  The breads available 
are: White Bread, $4; Whole Wheat Bread, $4.  Sign up at the 
church office; or call the church office, 715-848-7286.   
The results from February 26: $642 profit—$100 for Missions; 
$542 for Church Roof.  Phyllis thanks her helpers: Steve, Jeff, Bill, 
and Linda.  Please note:  Return the aluminum foil pie pans; also, if 
you cut the pies with a table knife, it doesn’t cut through the pie pan. 
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ZION’S  EASTER  DECORATING  FUND  2021 
 

Zion’s tradition at this time of the year is to accept gifts as Thank     
Offerings, Memorials, or for the Beauty of God’s House.  The Easter 

Decorating Fund pays for the beautiful flowers in the chancel on 
Easter morning, April 4 and all of our special advertising.  The dead-

line for your gift is Monday, March 29.  Return your gift to the 
church office or the offering basket.  Thank you. 

 
 

Please designate one of the following: 
 
_____Thank Offering 
 
_____Beauty of God’s House 
 
_____Memorial Gift 
 
In Loving Memory of:  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Given by:  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Your Envelope #: ____________ 
 
Gift Amount: $______________ 
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Sunday • March 14 (Fourth Sunday in Lent) 
9:00 AM Holy Communion; Live Radio Broadcast,  
  WSAU 550 AM 
10:00 AM Sunday School 
10:15 AM Bible Study, Facebook 
11:00 AM Holy Communion 
 
Monday • March 15 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
10:00 AM Soup Orders Due 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Tuesday • March 16 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
9:00 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Staff Meeting 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
6:00 PM Elders 
7:00 PM Church Council 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Wednesday • March 17 (St. Patrick) 
8:30 AM Psalm Study, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
12:45 —3:00 PM   Soup Pickup 
6:30 PM Vespers 
6:30 PM Confirmation 
7:30 PM Hand Chimes 
 
Thursday • March 18 
7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion  
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Friday • March 19 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Saturday • March 20 
5:15 PM  Holy Communion 

Calendar     for the upcoming week 
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Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@zionlutheranwausau.com      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 

 


