A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Almighty God,
give us grace
to cast away
the works of
darkness and
put on the armor of light,
now in the
time of this
mortal life, in
which Your
Son Jesus
Christ came to
us in great humility; so that
on the last day,
when He shall
come again in
glorious majesty to judge
both the living
and the dead,
we may rise to
the life immortal, through
Christ our
Lord. Amen
~ Thomas Cranmer, 14891556 A.D.

Palm Sunday
March 28, 2021 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. Let the day ring out with joy:
“Hosanna in the highest!” This first day of Holy Week is filled
with praise and excitement as Christ enters the holy city of Jerusalem, even as soldiers might celebrate and break out the
good wine on the eve of a great battle. The Father grants this
moment to His Son to strengthen and sustain Him in the pain
that follows, a pain to which Jesus submitted in great humility.
That humility shapes our own and, rescuing our souls from
pride, equips us for life in the kingdom of God.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Lois Jarosz and Mildred Wurster for
the greatness and graciousness of God’s blessings in our lives.
Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the penitential season of Lent.
The sponsor charts for 2021 for Radio Broadcasts and Flowers are available for
you to sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
“A Selection of Compositions Based on Lenten Hymns

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and face the baptismal font.

GREETING
P: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
C: Hosanna to the Son of David!
P:

Let us pray . . . Mercifully guide us, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of
those mighty acts whereby you have given us life everlasting;
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen

HOLY GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord according to St. John, the 12th
chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
12 The

next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard
that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of
palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of
Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it
is written, 15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 16 His disciples did not understand
these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they re3

membered that these things had been written about him and had
been done to him. 17 The crowd that had been with him when he
called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet
him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19 So the Pharisees
said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look,
the world has gone after him.”
P: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
In his humility, Christ
entered the
dark regions
of our fallen
world and he
is glad that he
became so
humbled for
our sake, glad
that he came
and lived
among us and
shared in our
nature in order to raise us
up again to
himself . . .

All raise their palm branches.

BLESSING OF THE PALMS
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P:

We praise and thank you, O God, for the great deeds of love by
which you have redeemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in
triumph, and was acclaimed Son of David and King of kings by
those who scattered their garments and branches of palm in his
path. We ask that you bless these branches and those who bear
them, and grant that we may ever hail Jesus Christ as our Lord
and King, and follow him with perfect confidence; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please turn and face the altar as the procession walks around the congregation, recalling the entry of our Lord to Jerusalem.
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”

COLLECT
P: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
C: Hosanna to the Son of David!
P: Let us pray . . . Almighty and everlasting God, you sent your
Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon himself our flesh and
to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may
follow the example of his great humility and patience and be
made partakers of his resurrection; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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. . . And even
though we are
told that he
has now ascended above
the
highest heavens – the
proof, surely,
of his power
and godhead
– his love for
man will
never rest
until he has
raised our
earthbound
nature from
glory to
glory, and
made it one
with his own
in heaven.
~ Andrew
of Crete,
700s A.D.,
sermon for
Palm Sunday

OLD TESTAMENT Zechariah 9: 9-12
9Rejoice

“In your majesty ride forth
victoriously
in behalf of
truth, humility and righteousness; let
your right
hand display
awesome
deeds”
(Psalm 45:4)
. . . [W]e
should learn
to understand this
verse as
speaking of
invisible progress and
success. Our
King enjoys
success and
good fortune
even though
you do not
see it. Moreover, it would
not be expedient for us to
see this success, for then
we would be
puffed up . . .

greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10I

will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

11As

for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

12Return

to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

L:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 118: 19-29
L:

Open to me the gates of | righteousness,*
that I may enter through them
and give thanks | to the Lord.

C: This is the gate | of the Lord;*
the righteous shall enter | through it.
L:

I thank you that you have | answered me*
and have become my sal- | vation.

C: The stone that the builders re- | jected*
has become the | cornerstone.
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L:

This is the Lord’s | doing;*
it is marvelous | in our eyes.

C: This is the day that the | Lord has made;*
let us rejoice and be | glad in it.
L:

Save us, we pray, | O Lord!*
O Lord, we pray, give | us success!

C: Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord!*
We bless you from the house | of the Lord.
L:

The Lord is God,
and he has made his light to shine up- | on us.*
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords,
up to the horns of the | altar!

C: You are my God, and I will give | thanks to you;*
you are my God; I will ex- | tol you.
L:

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for | he is good;*
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever!

All: Glory be to the Father, and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy |Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

EPISTLE Philippians 2: 5-11
5Have

this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality
with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
6who,
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. . . Now, however, He raises
us up through
faith and gives
us hope. Even
though we see
no fruit of the
Word, still we
can be certain
that fruit will
not be wanting
but will certainly follow.
We should not
be discouraged
when we look
at present circumstances
that disturb
us, but we
should much
rather look at
Christ’s promises. He is the
kind of king
who will have
success, steadfastness, and
victory – if not
in this place
and time, then
at another
time and place.
This splendor
and success is
clearer than all
the stars, even
though we do
not see it.
~ Martin
Luther

every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

GOSPEL
The friend in
my adversity,
I shall always
cherish most,
trusting those
who helped
me in my
darkest moments over
those who are
so ready to
enjoy with me
the sunshine
of prosperity.
~ President
Ulysses S.
Grant,
d. 1885
A.D.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 12th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
20 Now

among those who went up to worship at the feast were
some Greeks. 21 So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida
in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip
went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.
23And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of
Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever
hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone
serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor
him.27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father,
save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this
hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from
heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd
8

that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others
said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice
has come for your sake, not mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this
world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32 And I, when I
am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

APOSTLES CREED
P:
C:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.
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The kestrel [a
kind of falcon] has a
peculiar property of frightening away
birds of prey
with its looks
and cries, for
which reason
the dove seeks
it beyond all
other birds,
and lives fearlessly in its
neighborhood;
and so humility repulses
Satan and
preserves us
in the gifts
and graces of
the Holy
Spirit.
~ Francis de
Sales, The
Devout Life

HYMN OF THE DAY “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”

I am a Christian because
being a Christian gives me
a picture of
God to talk to
during all
these moments where,
without the
picture, I
would forget
that God exists. My old
professor
can’t imagine
how it can
possibly be
true that God
became man,
he can’t
imagine how
I can possibly
make sense of
it, but I no
longer know
how to make
sense of God,
or anything
else for that
matter, without it. Here
is the thing
about God . . .
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SERMON
“The Well-Ordered Soul, Conclusion: Welcoming Humility”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . let us pray to the Lord,
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

. . . He is so
big and so
perfect that
we can’t
really understand Him.
We can’t possess Him, or
apprehend
Him. Moses
learned this
when he
climbed up
Mount Sinai
and saw that
the radiance
of God’s face
would burn
him up
should he
gaze upon it
directly. But
God so wants
to be in relationship with
us that He
makes Himself small,
smaller than
He really is,
smaller and
more humble
than His infinite, perfect
self, so that
we might be
able to get to
Him, a little
bit . . .
[continued
next page]

11

OFFERTORY “Psalm 63”
Antiphon: O God, eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you.
[from previous page]
. . . Being
born a human
was not the
first time God
made Himself
small so that
we could have
access to
Him. First
He shrunk
Himself when
He revealed
the Torah at
Mount Sinai.
He shrunk
Himself into
tiny Hebrew
words, man’s
finite language, so that
we might get
to Him that
way. Then
He shrunk
Himself
again, down
to the size of a
baby, down
into manger
finiteness . . .

L:

O God, you are my God; eager′ly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that I might behold your power and your glory.
For your lovingkindness is better than life itself;
my lips shall give you praise.
So will I bless you as long as I live
and lift up my hands in your name.

Antiphon: O God, eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you.
My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness,
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
when I remember you upon my bed,
and meditate on you in the night watches.
For you have been my helper,
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
My soul clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast.
Antiphon: O God, eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you.
May those who seek my life to destroy it
go down into the depths of the earth;
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let them fall upon the edge of the sword,
and let them be food for jackals.
But the king will rejoice in God;
all those who swear by him will be glad;
for the mouth of those who speak lies shall be stopped.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen
Antiphon: O God, eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you.
Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P:

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who
by your tender love gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption. May we who now receive his body
and blood be filled with the strength to take up our cross and
follow him.
C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

. . . Jane Vonnegut Yarmolinsky
wrote, “The
whole concept
of God taking
on human
shape, and all
the liturgy
and ritual
around that,
had simply
never made
any sense to
me. That was
because, I realized one
wonderful
day, it was so
simple. For
people with
bodies, important things
like love have
to be embodied. That’s
all. God had
to be embodied, or else
people with
bodies would
never in a
trillion years
understand
about love.”
Never, in a
trillion years.
~ Lauren F.
Winner,
Girl Meets
God
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P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

Christ was
carried in His
hands, when
in giving His
own body He
said, “This is
My body”:
For He carried that body
in His hands.
~ Augustine,
(354-430
A.D.)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.
14

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P:

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.
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It is ourselves
that we must
spread under
Christ’s feet,
not coats or
lifeless
branches or
shoots of tree,
matter which
wastes away
and delights
the eye only
for a few brief
hours. But we
have clothed
ourselves with
Christ’s
grace—the
whole
Christ—“for
as many of
you as were
baptized into
Christ have
put on
Christ”—so
let us spread
ourselves like
coats under
his feet.
~ Andrew of
Crete, 700s
A.D.

DISTRIBUTION
The English
preacher, Dr.
Michael
Quicke, recalls
a story in the
London Sunday Times
which told a
tragic tale
from a devastating earthquake in Armenia a couple
of years ago.
A mother and
her little child
were trapped
under many
tons of concrete when
their building
collapsed.
They had just
enough space
between the
great slabs to
huddle together. For a
week, in bitter
cold and darkness, they lay
there, without
food, without
water . . .

The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life and
salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
The vocalists sing the hymn during the distribution. The text is printed for
prayerful meditation.
“Lamb of God”
Your only Son, no sin to hide,
But You have sent Him from Your side
To walk upon this guilty sod,
And to become the Lamb of God. Refrain

Refrain

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,
I love the holy Lamb of God!
O wash me in His precious blood,
My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.
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Your Gift of love they crucified,
They laughed and scorned Him as He died:
The humble King they named a fraud,
And sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain
I was so lost, I should have died,
But You have brought me to Your side
To be led by Your staff and rod,
And to be called a lamb of God. Refrain

“Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed”
Drawn to the cross, which Thou hast blessed
With healing gifts for souls distressed,
To find in Thee my life, my rest,
Christ crucified, I come.
Thou knowest all my griefs and fears,
Thy grace abused, my misspent years;
Yet now to Thee with contrite tears,
Christ crucified, I come.
Wash me and take away each stain;
Let nothing of my sin remain.
For cleansing, though it be through pain,
Christ crucified, I come.
And then for work to do for Thee,
Which shall so sweet a service be
That angels well might envy me,
Christ crucified, I come.
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

. . . The little
girl begged for
water, but
there was
none. In desperation, the
mother found
a piece of broken glass and
cut her finger.
She urged the
little girl to
suck her bleeding finger, the
only liquid she
had to keep her
daughter alive.
“Please
Mama,”
begged the little girl, “cut
another finger
for me.” Fortunately, a few
days later the
little girl and
her mother
were rescued.
Undoubtedly,
the little girl
would not
have been
spared without
the selfsacrificial act
of her mother .
..
[continued,
next page]
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

[from previous page]

. . . Quicke
said this
heartrending
story reminds
us of the sacrifice made
on our behalf
by God. A
high cost, not
unlike that of
the loving
mother in
Armenia, was
paid in our
behalf.
~ William
Willimon,
2003 A.D.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin
and a model of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always
with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!”

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”

...David Cherwien and Trey Clegg

SUNDAY SCHOOL
There is no Sunday School today or Easter Sunday.
It will resume 2 weeks from today on Sunday, April 11 .

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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A Prayer
As You Go
Seated in
heaven upon
thy throne
and on earth
upon a foal,
O Christ our
God, Thou
hast accepted
the praise of
the angels
and the
songs of the
children who
cried out to
thee:
“Blessed art
thou that comest to call
back Adam!”
~ a reading
from the
hymns for
Palm Sunday in the
Orthodox
Church

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
(Pr. Johnson at Bethany)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Horn: Maegan Cihlar
Vocal Ensemble: Janean Andrus; Jessica Ray; Jim Speckhard;
Steve Zeinemann
Lector: Mark Gehrke
Radio Announcer: Jon Oestreich
Acolytes: Ethan Hochberger; Carter Kulesa; Emma Pagel
Elder: Scott Schubring
Ushers: Sally Christoffersen;
Steve and Marlene Kroening;
Ken Rodemeier
Communion Assistants: Rob Kittel; Donna Nuernberg
Altar Guild: Julie Sweeney; Anna Mae Zeinemann
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Holy Week Schedule
Holy Monday
12:15 PM: Prayer Service (chapel)
Holy Tuesday
12:15 PM: Prayer Service (chapel)
Holy Wednesday
12:15 PM: Prayer Service (chapel)
6:30 PM: Vespers (chapel)

Scripture speaks of God creating the world in
one week. This week, we commemorate the
start of a new creation.
By dying and rising again, Christ broke
death’s hold on this world, and opened the
way for the resurrection of mankind and the
healing of all creatures.
Our preaching on Monday through Wednesday will therefore focus on the first week of
creation and how it points forward to the new
heavens and earth revealed in Christ.

THE TRIDUUM: (“The Three Days”)
Maundy Thursday
12:15 PM: Holy Communion
6:30 PM: Holy Communion
Good Friday
12 noon-3 PM: Tre-Ore Service
Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil
6:30 PM: The Great Vigil
(begins outside Zion’s front doors)
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD:
Easter Sunday
9 AM: Holy Communion
11 AM: Holy Communion
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.

Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com

Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Kantor Irene Beethe
Office Manager Pam Gabriel
Secretary Jessica Ray
Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
www.lutherancore.org
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