The Resurrection of Our Lord 2021
Alleluia! Christ Is Risen!
Zion Lutheran Church
Wausau, Wisconsin
9:00 am & 11:00 am

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Today’s bulletins are sponsored by Donna Nuernberg, in loving memory of
her mother, Vergie (Born 4/13/1915; Died 5/30/1991).
Easter Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Ivan and Irene Beethe in
thanksgiving for the joy and hope given to us by Christ’s resurrection.
The beautiful flowers in the chancel are sponsored through the Easter Decorating Fund. The flowering plants will be delivered to Zion’s homebound members immediately following the 11:00 a.m. service. Zion’s elders are encouraged to help deliver the flowers and spread our Easter joy! Please come to the
chancel at 12:00 noon.

Risen Bodies, Not Floating Aliens
I once heard a Christian speaker claim to be like a space alien. He was an excop. He stood beside the podium and announced, in the no-nonsense manner of
his former profession, that the skin inside his polo shirt and jeans was just his
earth suit. Someday God would beam up his actual self into heaven where it belonged.
Unfortunately, despite the cute, extraterrestrial graphics on his PowerPoint,
that speaker’s definition of what it means to be human was wrong. Lutherans believe in the resurrection of the body and rejoice in God’s promise to work through
physical means like Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
. . . . I’m no space alien. My hope does not lie in escape from physical reality.
When my Lord beams me up, it won’t be as a skinless soul destined to circle the
stratosphere. Quite the opposite. He promises a perfect, incorruptible body and a
soul freed from sin. In other words, He promises to restore me to the fullness of
my humanity.
~ Anna Mussmann
(blogger at Sister, Daughter, Mother, Wife, sisterdaughtermotherwife.com)
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PRELUDE
“Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”
… Jeffrey Blersch
“My Spirit Be Joyful”
… J.S. Bach
(Duet from the Easter Cantata No. 146)

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”
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Farewell to
the fast!
For Christ
our Passover
is slain for us.
Let us feast
on the body of
the Lamb
and grow
drunk on his
blood.
Christ is our
Passover
feast.
~ Ambrosian
Missal

GREETING
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
Christ is
risen from the
dead, trampling down
death by
death, and on
those in the
tombs bestowing life!
~ earliest
known
Easter
hymn, composed
within 100
years of
Jesus’ resurrection

P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE
O how glorious and resplendent,
Fragile Body,
shalt thou be,
when endued
with so much
beauty, full of
health, and
strong and
free!
Full of vigour, full of
pleasure, that
shall last eternally!
~ hymn on
the risen
body by
Thomas à
Kempis,
1380-1471
A.D.
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The New Testament writers speak as if
Christ’s
achievement
in rising from
the dead was
the first event
of its kind in
the whole history of the
universe. He
is the ‘first
fruits’, the
‘pioneer of
life’. He has
forced open a
door that has
been locked
since the
death of the
first man. He
has met,
fought, and
beaten the
King of
Death. Everything is different because
He has done
so. This is the
beginning of
the New
Creation: a
new chapter
in cosmic history has
opened.
~ C. S. Lewis,
Miracles
6

SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty God the Father, through your onlybegotten Son, Jesus Christ, you have overcome death and
opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who
celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be
raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 25:6-9
6On

this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a
feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7And he will swallow up on this
mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is
spread over all nations. 8He will swallow up death forever; and the
Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of
his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has
spoken. 9It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we
have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we
have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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This is the day
the Lord has
made. Let us
rejoice and be
glad in it!
~ Psalm
118:24

PSALM 16
The risen
Lord Jesus
appears to
His disciples
in Luke:
As they were
talking about
these things,
Jesus himself
stood among
them, and
said to them,
“Peace to
you!” But
they were
startled and
frightened
and thought
they saw a
ghost. And
he said to
them, “Why
are you troubled, and why
do doubts
arise in your
hearts? See
my hands and
my feet, that
it is I myself.
Touch me,
and see. For a
ghost does
not have flesh
and bones as
you see that I
have” . . .

Choir: Antiphon

Choir:

me, | O God,*
for in you I take | refuge.

C:

2I

Choir:

3As

C:

1Preserve

say to the LORD, “You | are my Lord;*
I have no good a- | part from you.”

for the saints | in the land,*
they are the excellent ones,
in whom is all | my delight.
4The sorrows of those who run after another god shall |
multiply;*
their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out
or take their names | on my lips.

Congregation: Antiphon

Choir:

5The

LORD is my chosen portion | and my cup;*
you | hold my lot.

C:

6The

Choir:

7I

lines have fallen for me in pleasant | places;*
indeed, I have a beautiful in- | heritance.
bless the LORD who gives me | counsel;*
in the night also my heart in- | structs me.

have set the LORD always be- | fore me;*
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be | shaken.
Congregation: Antiphon

C:

8I
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Choir:

9Therefore

my heart is glad,
and my whole being re- | joices;*
my flesh also | dwells secure.

C:

10For

you will not abandon my soul | to Sheol,*
or let your holy one see cor- | ruption.

Choir:

11You

C:

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

make known to me the | path of life;*
in your presence there is fullness of joy;
at your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.

Congregation: Antiphon

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
1Now

I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to
you, which you received, in which you stand, 2and by which you
are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—
unless you believed in vain. 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more
than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still
alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James,
then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he ap9

. . . And
when he had
said this, he
showed them
his hands and
his feet. And
while they
still disbelieved for joy
and were
marveling, he
said to them,
“Have you
anything here
to eat?” They
gave him a
piece of
broiled fish,
and he took it
and ate before
them.
~ Luke 24:3643

A virgin, a
tree and a
death were
the symbols of
our defeat.
The virgin
was Eve: she
had not yet
known man;
the tree was
the tree of the
knowledge of
good and evil;
the death was
Adam’s penalty. But behold again a
Virgin and a
tree and a
death, those
symbols of
defeat, become the
symbols of his
victory. For
in place of
Eve there is
Mary; in
place of the
tree of the
knowledge of
good and evil,
the tree of the
cross; in place
of the death of
Adam, the
death of
Christ.
~ John Chrysostom,
300s A.D.

peared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to
be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But
by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was
not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them,
though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether
then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand

ALLELUIA VERSE
Cantor: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Congregation (Refrain):

Choir: Since Christ was raised from the dead, He cannot die again,
Death no longer has dominion over Him, over Him.
Congregation: Refrain

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 16th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1When

the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go
and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when
the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to
one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance
to the tomb?" 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which
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was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the
tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the
right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, "Do not be
alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.
He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid
him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of
you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you." 8So they
went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had
seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia!
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory
11

Hidden first
in the womb
of flesh, he
sanctified
human birth
by his own
birth. Hidden afterward
in the womb
of the earth,
he gave life to
the dead by
his resurrection. Suffering, pain, and
sighs have
now fled
away! For
who has
known the
mind of God,
or who has
been his
counselor, if
not the Word
made flesh
who was
nailed to the
cross, who
rose from the
dead and who
was taken up
into heaven?
~ Hesychius
of
Jerusalem,
425 A.D.

to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

This day
brings a message of joy: it
is the day of
the Lord’s
resurrection
when, with
himself, he
raised up the
race of Adam.
Born for the
sake of human beings,
he rose from
the dead with
them. On
this day paradise is opened
by the risen
one, Adam is
restored to
life and Eve is
consoled. On
this day the
divine call is
heard, the
kingdom is
prepared, we
are saved and
Christ is
adored . . . .

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
he Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life  of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Awake, My Heart with Gladness”
St. 1 & 2—All
St. 3—High Voices
St. 4—Low Voices
St. 5—Choir
St. 6 & 7—All
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5

The world against me rages,
Its fury I disdain;
Though bitter war it wages,
Its work is all in vain.
My heart from care is free,
No trouble troubles me.
Misfortune now is play,
And night is bright as day.

6

Now I will cling forever
To Christ, my Savior true;
My Lord will leave me never,
Whate’er He passes through.
He rends death’s iron chain;
He breaks through sin and pain;
He shatters hell’s grim thrall;
I follow Him through all.

7

He brings me to the portal
That leads to bliss untold,
Whereon this rhyme immortal
Is found in script of gold:
“Who there My cross has shared
Finds here a crown prepared;
Who there with Me has died
Shall here be glorified.”

. . . On this
day, when he
had trampled
death under
foot, made the
tyrant a prisoner and despoiled the
underworld,
Christ appeared before
his Father as a
king in victory, as a
ruler in glory,
as an invincible charioteer.
He said to the
Father, “Here
am I, O God,
with the children you have
given me.”
And he heard
the Father’s
reply, “Sit at
my right hand
until I make
your enemies
your footstool.” To
him be glory,
now and forever, through
endless ages.
Amen
~ Hesychius
of
Jerusalem,
425 A.D.
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SERMON

“A Tale of Two Cities”

Please stand.
It is not just
today that
Easter concerns us. No,
it reveals to
us the entire
glory and
power of God.
God is the
Lord of death,
not only of
Jesus Christ’s
death, but of
yours and
mine as well.
Yet just as
God raised
Jesus with
unutterable
authority and
power, so also
will he lead
his holy people out of
death and to
life. And it is
to this that
we look forward today in
hope.
~ Dietrich
Bonhoeffer,
April 8,
1928 A.D.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray.

P: . . . O Lord of life,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and
risen Savior.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY “Christians, to the Pascal Victim” (sung by choir)
Christians, to the Paschal Victim
Offer your thankful praises!
The Lamb the sheep has ransomed:
Christ, who only is sinless,
Reconciling sinners to the Father.
Death and life have contended
In that combat stupendous:
The Prince of life, who died,
Reigns immortal.
Christ is arisen
From the grave’s dark prison.
So let our joy rise full and free;
Christ our comfort true will be. Alleluia!
“Speak, Mary, declaring
What you saw when wayfaring.”
“The tomb of Christ, who is living,
The glory of Jesus’ resurrection;
Bright angels attesting,
The shroud and napkin resting.
14

My Lord, my hope, is arisen;
To Galilee He goes before you.”
Were Christ not arisen,
Then death were still our prison.
Now, with Him to life restored,
We praise the Father of our Lord. Alleluia!
Christ indeed from death is risen,
Our new life obtaining.
Have mercy, victor King, ever reigning!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Now let our joy rise full and free;
Christ our comfort true will be. Alleluia!

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Living God,
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and
blood. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.
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“Eight days a
week I love
you.” So sang
the Beatles—
and did they
know, perhaps,
that the Church
had sung it for
almost 2000
years before
them? Since
the beginning,
since the earliest days of the
Church, Sunday has been
more than the
“first day” of
the week: it has
been called the
Eighth Day, the
Day Beyond
Days, the Day
on which the
Resurrection
came to you in
Jesus. Eight
Days a week,
God loves you,
you see—He
loves you right
into a new
Day.
~ C. Kenneth
Meadow,
2000s A.D.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

“What a man
desires is unfailing
love” (Prover
bs 19:22a).
So here you
go: the unfailing love that
man desires,
right there on
the altar, in
your hands,
coming right
up to your
mouth.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.
16

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.
C: Alleluia!

SEQUENCE HYMN “Christ Is Arisen”

17

In the same way,
after God has
revealed himself
in the man
Christ, we
rightly believe
and say that
those who do not
take hold of this
man born of
Mary cannot
take hold of God
simply. Even
though they say
they believe in
God the creator
of heaven and
earth, they nevertheless in reality believe in an
idol of their own
hearts, since
outside Christ
there is no true
God.
~ Martin
Luther,
First Lectures
on the Psalms,
1513-1515
A.D.

Jesus lives, and
by His words
and Spirit He
puts His death
and His life
into you. You
are baptized.
“Your life is
hid with Christ
in
God” (Colossia
ns 3:3). Go,
tell, live that.
There is angel’s
work to do.
Jesus has done
it, crucified and
risen, but some
don’t know it
yet, and some
don’t live it yet.
~ Pr. Norman
Nagel, 1900s
A.D.

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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COMMUNION HYMNS
The vocalists sing the hymn during the distribution. You may use this
time for prayerful meditation.
“We Have Seen the Risen Lord”

...Stan Pethel

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”
“I Know that My Redeemer Lives”
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Alleluia!
C: Christ is risen. Alleluia!
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN
“The Day of Resurrection”

A Prayer
as You Go
In You, O
Lord, have I
hoped; may I
never be disappointed,
even into eternity. Amen
~ Psalm 31,
vv. 1, 17

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Galliard Battaglia”

… Samuel Scheidt; arr. Mark Adler

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
(Pr. Gulhaugen at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Instrumentalists: Chad Premeau and Kevin Short
Vocalists: Jessica Ray; Cyndi Reuter; Jim Speckhard;
Steve Zeinemann
Lector: (9:00) Scott Ray
(11:00) Paul Henning
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Paul Fandrey
Acolytes: (9:00) Madison Cornell; Michael Cornell;
Ashtyn Fernstaedt
(11:00) Ella Johnson
Elder: (9:00) Landis Holdorf
(11:00) Cheryl Plautz
Ushers: (9:00) Donald Budnik; Fred Fenhaus; Robb Halverson
(11:00) Al Lippert; Wayne Reuter
Communion Assistants: Lois Jarosz and Sally Christopherson
Altar Guild: Donna Nuernberg and Vicky Radunz
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