The Great Vigil 2021
Christ Our God Rises in the Flesh
Zion Lutheran Church
Wausau, Wisconsin
6:30 p.m.

Please gather in silence. When the choir arrives, please join the choir in singing:

LIGHTING OF THE NEW FIRE
As the Paschal Candle is lit:
P:

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and
minds.
C: Amen

PROCESSION
Please follow the Paschal Candle to the pews at the front of the church.
At the doors of the church:
P: The light of Christ.

At the center of the nave:
P: The light of Christ.

At the altar:
P: The light of Christ.
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EXSULTET (Easter Proclamation)
L:

Rejoice, now, all heavenly choirs of angels, and celebrate the divine mysteries
with exultation; and, for the victory of so great a King, sound the trumpet of salvation. Exult, also, O earth, enlightened with such radiance; and, made brilliant
by the splendor of the eternal King, know that the ancient darkness has been
banished from all the world. Be glad also, O mother Church, clothed with the
brightness of such a light, and let this house resound with the triumphant voices
of the peoples.

P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary that we should with full devotion of heart and
mind and voice, praise the invisible God, the Father Almighty, and his only Son,
our Lord, Jesus Christ; who paid for us the debt of Adam to the eternal Father,
and who by his precious blood redeemed us from the bondage to the ancient
sin.
For this indeed is the Paschal Feast in which the True Lamb is slain, by whose
blood the door posts of the faithful are made holy.
This is the night in which, in ancient times, you delivered our forebears, the children of Israel, from the land of Egypt; and led them dry-shod, through the Red
Sea.
This is the night in which all who believe in Christ are rescued from evil and the
gloom of sin, are renewed in grace and holiness by the rising brightness.
This is the night in which, breaking the chains of death, Christ arises from hell in
triumph.
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O night, truly blessed, which alone was worthy to know the time and the hour
wherein Christ arose again from hell! O night, truly blessed, in which heaven
and earth are joined—things human and things divine.
We, therefore, pray to you, O Lord, that He in whose honor this Candle burns,
will continue to vanquish the darkness of this night and faithfully shed light on
all the human race; through the same Lord, Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives
and rules with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
Please extinguish your candle, holding the candle upright until it cools. Please be seated.

THE SERVICE OF LESSONS
GOD CREATES ALL THINGS
Lesson Genesis 1:1—2:2
Hymn “All Things Bright and Beautiful”
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Prayer
P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine
life of him who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord.
C: Amen

GOD SAVES NOAH IN THE ARK
Lesson Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13
Psalm 18:1-7, 10-14, 17, 20
L:
C:

I love you, O LORD my strength,
O Lord my stronghold, my crag, and my haven.

L:

He heard my voice from his heavenly dwelling;
my cry of anguish came to his ears.
He parted the heavens and came down with a storm cloud under his feet.

C:
L:
C:

He mounted on cherubim and flew; he swooped on the wings of the wind.
He wrapped darkness about him;
he made dark waters and thick clouds his pavilion.

L:

From the brightness of his presence, through the clouds,
burst hailstones and coals of fire.
The LORD thundered out of heaven; the Most High uttered his voice.

C:
L:
C:

He reached down from on high and grasped me;
he drew me out of great waters.
He brought me out into an open place;
he rescued me because he delighted in me.

Prayer
P:

Let us pray . . . O God, strength of the powerless and light in all darkness: Look
in mercy upon your Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery, that it may be
an ark of peace in the midst of chaos. Let the whole world experience and see
that what was fallen is being raised up, that what was old is being made new,
and that all things are being restored to wholeness through him from whom they
first took being, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen
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GOD TESTS THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM
Lesson Genesis 22:1-18
Psalm 16
Choir:

L:

Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;
I have said to the LORD,
“You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
Their libations of blood I will not offer,
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips.

Congregation:

L:

O LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, I have a goodly heritage.
I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
I have set the LORD always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall.
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Congregation:

L:

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Congregation:

Prayer
P:

Let us pray . . . O God, in the testing of Abraham you revealed the faith of your
people and prefigured the sacrifice of your Son. Give us your counsel, so that we
may know the joy of the resurrection and share the pleasures of the saints at your
right hand; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

GOD DELIVERS ISRAEL
Lesson Exodus 14:10—15:1
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Hymn “When Israel Was in Egypt's Land”
The choir sings the stanzas. The congregation joins on the refrain.
Choir:
When Israel was in Egypt’s land, let my people go;
oppressed so hard they could not stand, let my people go. Refrain
The Lord told Moses what to do, let my people go;
to lead the childr’n of Israel through, let my people go. Refrain
The pillar of cloud shall clear the way, let my people go;
a fire by night, a shade by day, let my people go. Refrain
As Israel stood by the water side, let my people go;
at God’s command it did divide, let my people go. Refrain
When they had reached the other shore, let my people go;
they sang the song of triumph o’er. Let my people go. Refrain
Oh, let us all from bondage flee, let my people go;
and let us all in Christ be free, let my people go. Refrain
Congregation:

Prayer
P:

Let us pray . . . O God, by the power of your mighty arm you once delivered
your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, a sign for us of the salvation of
all nations by the water of Holy Baptism. Grant that all people may be numbered
among the offspring of Abraham by faith in Christ and may rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen
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GOD REVIVES THE DRY BONES
Lesson Ezekiel 37:1-14
Hymn “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”
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Prayer
P:

Let us pray . . . O God, through the preaching of your Word and the Holy Spirit,
you once gave new life to dry bones, signifying for us the life-giving ministry of
your Church. Pour out your Holy Spirit upon all those who thirst for you, and by
the power of your holy Gospel bring them to the resurrection of the body and the
life everlasting; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen

GOD PROTECTS THE THREE YOUNG MEN
Lesson Daniel 3:1-29
After the lesson, candles are lit again.

Canticle “The Song of the Three Young Men”
L:

All you works of the Lord, bless the Lord.

Leader:

L:

You angels of the Lord, bless the Lord; you heavens, bless the Lord; all you powers of the Lord, bless the Lord.

Congregation:

L:

You sun and moon, bless the Lord; you stars of heaven, bless the Lord; you
showers and dew, bless the Lord.

Congregation:
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L:

You winds of God, bless the Lord; you fire and heat, bless the Lord; you winter
and summer, bless the Lord.

Congregation:

L:

You dews and frost, bless the Lord; you frost and cold, bless the Lord; you ice
and snow, bless the Lord.

Congregation:

L:

You nights and days, bless the Lord; you light and darkness, bless the Lord; you
lightnings and clouds, bless the Lord.

Congregation:

L:

Let the earth, bless the Lord; you mountains and hills, bless the Lord; all you
green things that grow on the earth, bless the Lord.

Congregation:

L:

You wells and springs, bless the Lord; you rivers and seas, bless the Lord; you
whales and all who move in the waters, bless the Lord.
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Congregation:

L:

All you birds of the air, bless the Lord; all you beasts and cattle, bless the Lord;
all you children of mortals, bless the Lord.

Congregation:

L:

You people of God, bless the Lord; you priests of the Lord, bless the Lord; you
servants of the Lord, bless the Lord.

Congregation and Choir:

L:

You spirits and souls of the righteous, bless the Lord; you pure and humble of
heart, bless the Lord; let us bless the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

Congregation and Choir:

Please stand.
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~ THE AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM ~
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P:

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth. By
the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things.
By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom
you had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and
fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land. In the
waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit.
By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us
free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and
freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who affirm their baptism this night
might confess the faith in all love and purity. Wash away the sin of all who have
been cleansed by water and the Word, and confirm their place in your glorious
kingdom.

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen
P:

May all who are buried with Christ in the death of baptism rise also with him to
newness of life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: Springs of water, bless the Lord!
C: Give him glory, thanks and praise forever! Amen
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RENOUNCING EVIL and CONFESSING THE TRUTH
P: Do you renounce the devil?
C: I renounce him.
P:
C:
P:
C:

Do you renounce all his evil ways?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce all his empty promises?
I renounce them.

P: Do you believe in God the Father?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the  resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen
P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the
covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear his Word and share in his supper, to proclaim the good news of God
in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of
our Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
C: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
P: The God of peace sanctify you wholly, and keep your mind, soul, and body
sound and blameless until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who has
called you is faithful, and He will do it.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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LITANY OF THE SAINTS
During the Litany, the pastors sprinkle the people with water in remembrance of their Baptism and the great altar is prepared for the Holy Supper.

~ THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION ~
Please stand when the pastor declares:
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!!
Louder:
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!!
Shouting:
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!!

HYMN OF PRAISE
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COLLECT
P:

C:

Let us pray . . . O God, who made this night to shine with the glory of the resurrection of our Lord, preserve in all your people the spirit of adoption which you
have given that, made alive in body and soul, they may serve you purely;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it
was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she
ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and
said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where
they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going
toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran
Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths
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lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went
into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had
been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself.
8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw
and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise
from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to their homes.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”

Please stand.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Living God,
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life. Send your Holy Spirit
into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to
us in His body and blood. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is my body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink of it, in remembrance of
me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.
C: Alleluia!

SEQUENCE HYMN
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DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will hand you the holy
Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed. Those who do not commune may cross
their arms over their chest as they come forward to ask for a blessing. The Lord invites to His
altar baptized Christians who trust that they will receive in Holy Communion all that He
promises there: His body and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His
Church, life, and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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COMMUNION MUSIC “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
Please stand.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us,
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Christ Has Arisen! Alleluia”
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POSTLUDE
“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”

… Anne Krentz Organ

+ Soli Deo Gloria + To God alone be glory
Our Easter worship continues with festival Holy Communion tomorrow at 9:00 and 11:00
a.m. Please place your candle in one of the boxes at the exits.
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