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Remembering 
Examples of the faith in April 

April 24: Saint Johann Walter 

St. Johann Walter was one 
of the first kantors (lead 
musicians) of the Lutheran 
church.  Born into extreme 
poverty in Germany, he 
was soon adopted.  By the 
age of 21, he was a kantor 
in the court of St. Frederick 
the Wise (May 5), and he 
edited the first Lutheran 
hymnal.  Johann died on 
March 25, but because that 
day is the Annunciation, 
his feast day is transferred 
to April 24 (April 25 being 
taken by St. Mark).  
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God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He 

has prepared for them a city.   ~ Hebrews 11:16 

 

Beloved Saints, 
 
“Behold Zion, the city of our appointed feasts!” (Isaiah 33:20)  
Thanks be to God, our appointed feast has arrived in the continual 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection.  That feast fills the City of God 
with joy, and you and I are part of that city.     
 
For what is a city?  A city is a gathering of people, dedicated to liv-
ing at peace with one another, under one government, for the sake of 
everything good.  God has prepared such a City for us in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Jesus is our king who governs us in utter peace (the peace of forgive-
ness, love, and reconciliation with God!) and He gathers the Church 
for the sake of everything good.  Just consider His Supper, that feast 
that fills the City with laughter: there He feeds us the bread of eter-
nal life, the highest good in heaven and earth alike. 
 
That City has not arrived in its fullness yet.  We are waiting for it.  
But we receive a foretaste of that City in the Church, through which 
God is gathering His citizens.  This Easter season, we will explore 
the streets and mansions of that City of God together through our 
weekend sermons.   
 
Each Sunday, we will consider a different city in Holy Scripture, and 
how it compares and contrasts with God’s holy City.  For as we 
know God’s City better, we will know both God and ourselves bet-
ter, and why it is that we live as we do. 
 
Rejoice, citizens of Zion!  The Lord is king!   
 
Peace! 
Pastor Gjerde 
 

Pastoral Letter 
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Liturgy     receiving the gifts 

Holy Communion  
Sunday:     9 & 11 AM  (sung) 
Monday-Friday: 12:15 PM  (spoken; 20 minutes long) 
Saturday:    5:15 PM  (sung) 
 

Vespers 
Wednesday:  6:30 PM 
 

Live Radio Broadcast 
Sunday, 9 AM  +  WSAU 550 AM, 99.9 FM, 95.1 FM 
 

Online (Facebook Live-Stream, Website, YouTube) 
Morning Devotion:  8:30 AM, Monday-Friday 
Compline:   8:30 PM, Monday-Tuesday, Thursday-Friday 
Vespers:   6:30 PM, Wednesday 
 

Holy Baptism 
To arrange a Baptism, please call the church office (715-848-7286) 
and speak with either a secretary or pastor to set up a date and time. 
 

Holy Absolution (Private Confession) 
Currently by appointment  +  Please call a pastor (715-848-7286). 
 

Weddings 
Zion holds weddings for its members or their children and grandchil-
dren.  No weddings are held during the season of Lent or Holy 
Week.  For more information, please call the church office (715-848-
7286). 
 

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday (April 18) 
Old Testament: The Acts of the Apostles 3: 11-21 
Epistle:  1 John 3: 1-7 
Gospel:  Luke 24: 36-49 
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Holy Communion will continue to be served outdoors at the 9 AM 
service throughout the month of April (yes, even if it rains, we’ll do 
our best to serve it).   

 

Here’s how it will work: 
 
1) Come and park your car in the Zion lot or nearby streets for the 9 

AM service and listen to the broadcast (WSAU 550 AM/99.9 
FM). 

2) After you hear the Word of Institution (“Take, eat . . . Take, 
drink . . . ), a minister from Zion will come by the east-side en-

tryway to the black-topped area in the parking lot between the 
church and school playground.  “Watch for the cross.” 

3) You may come forward at that time, on foot, to receive the 
Lord’s Supper, maintaining a comfortable distance from others 
as you wish.  Please do not pull up in your car to avoid a traffic 

jam.  

Holy Communion Outdoors  

Easter Sermon Series: “City of God” 

“You have come to Mount Zion and the city of 

the living God” (Heb. 12:22). 

 

You belong to a nation beyond all nations, a 
city greater than all cities, a family of fami-
lies, a chosen race and a sanctified people (1 
Peter 2:9).  That new identity in Christ is 
given to us with the promise of a new city, the 
City of God, of which we are all citizens.  That City of God will be 
our preaching theme this Easter:  
 
Easter 3 (April 18):   Conquering Jericho 
Easter 4 (April 25):   Remembering Bethlehem 
Easter 5 (May 2):    Cleansing Samaria 
Easter 6 (May 9):    Saving Nineveh 
Easter 7 (May 16):    Surprising Rome  
Pentecost (May 23):   Leaving Babel 
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Monthly Mission Emphases: 

 Greater Wausau Christian Services — Goal:  $4,000 

 

Greater Wausau Christian Services  
 

Greater Wausau Christian Services 
(GWCS) is a community of congregations 
in the Wausau area that brings Christian 
compassion and hope to individuals and 
families in elder care facilities, the Mara-
thon County Jail, and the Marathon County Juvenile Facility.  Zion 
has been a part of GWCS since its inception in 1981 (40 years ago!), 
and now is one of 14 congregations that provide a pastoral presence 
and other programs of support to residents of our community’s insti-
tutions.  Many of these members of our community either are physi-
cally isolated or may feel isolated from the community.  GWCS 
works to share God's love for them which is revealed in Jesus Christ 

and His sacrificial death and glorious resurrection.  

Outreach and Mercy         sharing and being the gifts 

Persecuted Christians in: Nigeria; India; Iraq 

Sister Congregation: Lehurutshe Parish, South Africa 

Missionaries: Elliot & Serena Derricks, Lutheran Bible Translators 

Those who need our on-going prayers: Hilmar Baumann, Les 
Brolliar, Mary Ellen Bureta, Michael Cornell, Sr., Rich Cornell, 
Abby Dobeck, Ruth Draeger, Carol Edelburg, Barbara Ellen, Dennis 
Falk, Rita Falk, Ben Fiedler, Avery Kluck, Kathy LaPorte, Debra 
Mertes, Bill Metter, Terry Miller, Maggie Otto, Tina Parker, 
Marjorie Raddatz, Barb Ramker, Krista Salas, David Skola, Dave 
Torkko, Mike Trzebiatowski, Mark Wendorff, Nancy, Jim, Richard, 

Lenette, Patty, Rachel, Zion’s homebound members. 

Praying                       in our prayers this week  
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“Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  The Lord is risen 
indeed!  Alleluia! Alleluia!” 
 
This past year presented us with most unusual 
circumstances and many adjustments for Zion’s music ministry.  In 
one such adjustment, we have learned to appreciate more and more 
the access to digital resources connected with Lutheran Service 

Book (LSB), a hymnal used by many Lutheran congregations.   

 

Such digital resources have been important both for creating bulle-
tins and for serving our wide online and radio audience.  The green 
hymnal we have used at Zion for many decades, the Lutheran Book 
of Worship (LBW), has no digital support.  For example, in order to 
place in the bulletin one hymn from the LBW or blue With One 
Voice, a minimum of three hours is necessary to input the music and 
text in a usable format.  The digital accessibility of LSB reduces that 
time to minutes.  This allows the staff to use their time in other areas 
of ministry for you! 
 
One such ministry that has grown out of the past year is Music at 

Midday!  These midweek concerts will resume on Wednesday, April 
14 at 12:00 noon, live-streamed on Facebook immediately before the 
daily Communion service.  I look forward to sharing more hymns, 
hymn-based compositions, and other organ repertoire with you! 
 
Finally, you may have noticed a different sound lofting from the bal-
cony this past Sunday, April 11.  One of the blessings of our partner-
ship with Bethany is their willingness to loan us their 3-octave 
Handbell set for the past month.  Handbells have a brighter tone and 
allow for more varied musical techniques, a blessing for our hand-
chime choir and congregation alike.  We thank Bethany for their 
generosity.  If you have questions about handbells and handchimes, 
please feel free to contact me. 
 
“Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! Alle-
luia!” 
 
Joy in Jesus, Kantor Irene Beethe 

A “Note” from Kantor  
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News & Events 

A brief note: Schalk Alleluias  

Carl F. Schalk (b. 9/26/1929, d. 1/24/2021) served as kantor at Zion 
from 1952 -1958.  In 2015, he wrote settings of the Alleluia and 
Verse for the Easter season. His life's work was devoted to Christian 
hymnody, which always aims to proclaim the Gospel of the death 
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. In his memory, the Allelu-
ias and Verses included in the liturgy during this Easter season are 
the settings he composed. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luther Square 
Donations continue to be received for developing Zion’s green space 
into an outdoor venue for ministry and engaging our neighbors.  To 
make your donation, you may use your regular offering envelope 
(write “Luther Square”) or share your offering through the church 
office. 
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News & Events 

Portals of Prayer 

Copies of the April - June 2021 Portals of Prayer are available from 
the church office.  Large print copies are also available.  If you can-
not come to church to get a copy, call us to have one mailed to you. 
 

Sponsors for 2021 Radio Broadcasts, Flowers, and Bulletins 

The sponsor charts are available for you to sign up, and are located 
by the stairs by the northwest entry of Zion.  Many dates are avail-
able for 2021 for you to sponsor for your special occasion, memo-
rial, etc.  Please check the charts and sign up.  If you wish to sponsor 
a weekly bulletin, please call the church office at 715-848-7286.  
Costs are:  $200 radio broadcast, $60 flowers, and $25 bulletin. 
 

Homeless Mats Project 

People are working diligently at their homes to make the homeless 
mats; over 50 mats have been made by the Zion volunteers!  Stop by 
the church office to see an example of the finished product. To en-

sure we can make even more, please continue to donate clean 

plastic bags from grocery stores, big box stores, and department 
stores.  Dry-cleaning bags are not suitable for this project.  Bring 
your bags to the church office and/or the conference room.  If you 
are interested in volunteering to crochet the plastic “yarn” or for 
more information, call Lori: 715-216-3441. 
 

Memorials and Other Gifts Received: 

 In memory of Karen Baumann, Hilmar Baumann gave a gift to 
the Radio Fund. 

 
Head Start Seeking Applications for 2021/2022 School Year 
Head Start is a pre-school for children ages 3-5.  Eligibility is based 
on family income.  The program provides educational services, as 
well as health, dental, nutrition, and family services.  For more infor-
mation, or to obtain application materials, call 715-845-2947. 
 

E-Cycle Your Laptops for Free 

The Good News Project will recycle 
your laptops at no cost this year.  
Whether the laptops are for personal 
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News & Events 

use, schools, or business, you can help raise money to fund their 
Capital Campaign building upgrades.  Stop and drop anytime using 
their secure laptop drop box, located at 1106 N. Fifth St., Wausau (4 
blocks northeast of Zion).  Otherwise, electronics are accepted (.45 
cents per pound), every Friday, from 9 am to 4 pm.  For more infor-
mation, call 715-843-5985 or  visit their website: 
www.goodnewswi.com. 
 

HELP: Health Equipment Lending Program 

The Good News Project is your 
connection to donate or borrow 
used medical equipment.  They ac-
cept donated equipment, which 
they sanitize and lend to those in 
need.  Items generally available:  
Hospital beds and mattresses; wheelchairs; commodes; toilet seat 
risers, rollators; walkers, bath benches; shower seats; canes and 
crutches; bed assist handles.  Items occasionally available:  Hoyer 
lifts/sit-to-stands; bariatric equipment; over bed tables.  The follow-
ing may be available for monthly rental:  knee scooters, motorized 
scooters, and power wheelchairs. Last year, about 2,000 families 
were assisted, an average of 167 people per month!  Good News 
Project is located at 1106 N. Fifth St., Wausau (4 blocks northeast of 
Zion).  For more information, call 715-843-5985 or  visit their web-
site: www.goodnewswi.com. 
 

Lenten Soup Meals To Go 

A huge success!  Thank you to everyone who helped in any way.  
Our profit was $2,500!  We gave it to the Luther Square Project.   
 

Phone Numbers 

The Elder Team has been busy calling all of Zion’s members.  They 
are finding a lot of disconnected phone numbers.  If you are using a 
new phone number and have discontinued your land-line, please let 
the church office know so we can update your information. 
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Sunday • April 18 (Easter 3) 
9:00 AM Holy Communion; Live Radio Broadcast,  
  WSAU 550 AM 
10:00 AM Sunday School 
10:15 AM Bible Study, Facebook 
11:00 AM Holy Communion 
 

Monday • April 19 (Sts. Olaus & Laurentius Petri) 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Tuesday • April 20 (St. Johannes Bugenhagen) 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
9:00 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Staff Meeting 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
6:00 PM Elders 
7:00 PM Church Council 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Wednesday • April 21 (St. Anselm of Canterbury) 
8:30 AM Word at the Middle of the Week, Facebook 
12:00 PM Music at Midday, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
6:30 PM Vespers 
6:30 PM Confirmation 
 

Thursday • April 22 
7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
11:00 AM Woodson YMCA Bible Study 
12:15 PM Holy Communion  
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Friday • April 23 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion  
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Saturday • April 24 (St. Johann Walter) 
5:15 PM Communion 

Calendar     for the upcoming week 
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Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@zionlutheranwausau.com      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 

 


