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This Week: Devotion to the City of God 
 

God has built a city, and there’s a place for you. 

 

It’s no myth or idea.  It’s the hope of every Christian, if we 

but preach and believe it.  Every city in history has expressed 

mankind’s inborn hope for this city, a dwelling place that is per-

fectly safe and full of joy, where God and man abide together.  

The prophet Ezekiel prophesied it in the final chapters of his 

book, declaring “And the name of the city from that time on shall 

be ‘The Lord is there’” (Ezekiel 48:35).  Jerusalem, or Zion, 

stood as that city for a time (Psalm 46:4, 48:1), and new Jerusa-

lem and heavenly Zion has come (Hebrews 12:22), to which we 

belong (Revelation 3:12), and which we will one day see come 

down to earth (Revelation 21:1ff).  As much as we hope for God, 

we hope for the works of God, and the City is His finest work. 

 

You dwell there even now. 

 

We dwell along the streets of the heavenly Zion even now by 

faith.  Faith is no mere mental activity, but a sturdy and active 

trust in God through which He exercises His power in this world.  

By faith, God raises up devotion, acts of prayer, praise, thanks-

giving, and study, as well as a people devoted to love and good 

works.  That culture of faith is one place where we find ourselves 

in the heavenly City, God with us, and us with God, caught up in 

the eternal light of the Lamb. 

About the Cover Art 
This painting hails from the country of Georgia (not the state, but the 

nation in the Caucasus region of Asia) and depicts “The Descent of the 

New Jerusalem” by Gocha Kakabadze (b. 1966).  It pictures for us the 

events described in Revelation 21, as God’s holy, heavenly city comes 

down to earth.  Look closely and you’ll see peculiar angels flying about 

the city as well as a fountain towards the front and center.  Also notice 

what happens beneath the city: the earth is filled with demonic trouble, 

evil that the holy City is about to disperse! 
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S Wisdom 1:1-15 

 1 Peter 5:1-11 

 Matthew 7:15-29 

 

M Wisdom 1:16-2:11, 

  21-24 

 Colossians 1:1-14 

 Luke 6:1-11 

 

T Wisdom 3:1-9 

 Colossians 1:15-23 

 Luke 6:12-26 

 

W Wisdom 4:16-5:8 

 Colossians 1:24-2:7 

 Luke 6:27-38 

 

 

Th Wisdom 5:9-23 

 Colossians 2:8-23 

 Luke 6:39-49 

 

F Wisdom 6:12-23 

 Colossians 3:1-11 

 Luke 7:1-17 

 

Sa Wisdom 7:1-14 

 Colossians 3:12-17 

 Luke 7:18-35 

 

These readings correspond 

to pages 1074-1106  in Vol-

ume I of For All the Saints.  

To acquire For All the Saints 

or other devotionals, please 

contact the church office.   

Daily Readings for the Week of April 25 (Easter 4) 

“I Believe In”: The City of God and the Creed 
 

Daily devotion in the Lutheran Church commonly includes 

the Apostles Creed (confessed upon rising and before going to 

bed).  This same creed is the one used at Holy Baptism, and so 

using it daily continually returns us to that baptismal identity.  

The final (third) part of the Apostles creed includes this state-

ment:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-

tion of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Notice how every item mentioned in this list is the object of “I 

believe in . . . .”  We not only believe in God, but also in His 

works.  After the Holy Spirit, those works are listed, starting with 

the Church and ending with life everlasting.  These works de-

scribe God’s holy City.  Through the Church, He is building His 

City as He gathers its citizens one-by-one, whom He will also 

raise.  As you use the creed, remember that you are describing the 

City to which you belong and where you are headed.   
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Exercising Your Citizenship 
  

Every good city has the same basic features: fair laws, de-

pendable protection, a nourishing economy, and space for leisure 

and joy.  Citizenship is the right to enjoy these benefits, and in 

fact, the word citizenship comes from the word for city.  Yet what 

we long for in our earthly cities we ultimately find fulfilled in the 

holy City of God.  Here follows your government, protection, 

economy, and leisure and joy in the heavenly Zion.  Taken to-

gether it serves as inspiration for the devotional life: 

 

Fair Laws: the Word of Jesus Christ.  By raising Jesus from 

the dead, God has established His words as the last Word on all 

things.  The holy City of God lives to hear the words of Jesus. 

 

Dependable Protection: the Faith of Jesus Christ.  By giv-

ing up His Son to the cross, only to raise Him, God has made 

faith in His power our protection against all evil.  By that faith, 

the holy City throws off sin, overcomes death, and mocks hell.   

 

Nourishing Economy: the Sacraments of Jesus Christ.  

What is economy but the means to provide food?  By sending His 

Son to become our flesh, God has made Him the meat and drink 

of the holy City.  By feasting on this bread, the City thrives. 

 

Leisure and Joy: the Devotion of Jesus Christ.  By His 

Word, faith, and sacraments, God frees His city for leisure and 

joy: a life of prayer, praise, thanksgiving, and love towards the 

neighbor.  These are not labors for the City to accomplish, but the 

free way of life by which it rules with its King. 

 

This City is the kingdom of God, the Promised Land, the na-

tion above all nations, and the dwelling place of the chosen peo-

ple.  Though unseen, the Church trusts in it.  It forms our hope—

we long to see it and to walk in its Light—and so it fills an impor-

tant place in our daily devotion, directing and inspiring our con-

versation with God. 

   


