Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, for round us falls the eventide.
O let your word, that saving light, shine forth undimmed into the
night.
~ St. Philip Melanchthon, 1540
THE LITURGY OF VESPERS
Wednesday, April 21, 2021
Please stand.
SERVICE OF LIGHT
L: Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.

L:

We are illumined by the brightness of his rising.

L:

Death has no more dominion over us.

Please light your candle from the aisle candles.
L:

Joyous light of glory:

THE THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.

L:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT
L: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led your people
Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night: enlighten our
darkness by the light of your Christ: may his Word be a lamp to our feet
and a light to our path; for you are merciful, and you love your whole creation, and we, your creatures, glorify you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Please be seated.

THE PSALMODY

Silence for reflection.
L:

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord, and let
your lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds we may
sing your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host,
and may glorify you forever and ever.
C: Amen

You may leave your candle burning, or extinguish it, as you wish.
PSALM 97
L: The LORD reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be
glad!
C: Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; righteousness and
justice are the foundation of his throne.
L: Fire goes before him and burns up his adversaries all around.
C: His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles.
L: The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all
the earth.
C: The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples see
his glory.
L: All worshipers of images are put to shame, who make their boast in
worthless idols; worship him, all you gods!
C: Zion hears and is glad, and the daughters of Judah rejoice, because
of your judgments, O LORD.
L: For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are exalted
far above all gods.
C: O you who love the LORD, hate evil! He preserves the lives of his
saints; he delivers them from the hand of the wicked.
L: Light is sown for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart.
C: Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy
name!

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be forever. Amen.
Silence for reflection.
PSALM PRAYER
L: God our King, you clothe the sky with light and the depths of the ocean
with darkness. Among the peoples you work wonders, and rain terror
upon your enemies. Do not try your servants by fire, but bring us rejoicing to the shelter of your home, where with your Son and the Holy
Spirit you live and reign, now and forever.
C: Amen
HYMN “This Joyous Eastertide”

THE LESSON The Acts of the Apostles 2: 42-47
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed
were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And
day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they
received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those
who were being saved.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
SERMON
RESPONSORY
L: In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets.
C: But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.
Please stand (during the Easter season, we do not kneel for prayer).

THE MAGNIFICAT “My Soul Rejoices”

THE LITANY Adoramus Te Domine (“We adore you, O Lord”)
The response is introduced by the pastor.
The congregation then sings it following each petition.
Response (R):

L: With the angels and archangels: R
With the patriarchs and prophets: R
With the Virgin Mary mother of God: R
With the Apostles and evangelists: R
With all the martyrs of Christ: R
With all who witness to the Gospel of the Lord: R
With all your people of the Church throughout the world: R
PRAYER
L: I thank you, my heavenly Father,
C: through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously kept me this
day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done
wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into your hands I commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let your holy angel be with me,
that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

BENEDICAMUS
L: Let us bless the Lord.

BENEDICTION
L: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy
Spirit, bless and preserve us.
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