A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Help us to
sing to you,
O Lord; help
us make a joyful noise to
You, the rock
of our salvation! Help
us come into
Your presence
with thanksgiving. For
You, O Lord,
are a great
God, and a
great King
above all
gods...Help us
to worship
and bow
down before
You, the
LORD, our
Maker!
~ Psalm
95:1-2, 6

The Second Sunday of Easter
April 11, 2021 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
The city of God is built upon Christ, the Cornerstone (Psalm
118:22). This Cornerstone supports the Church, and indeed all
of creation, through the power of forgiveness. Sinners of all
stripes are invited to this New City, Zion, where they may behold the Lord in the splendor of holiness (Psalm 29:2) and be
washed clean by His blood. Peters and Pauls, Thomases and
even Judases, are invited to receive this forgiveness that they
too might be pillars in this new Zion (Revelation 3:12).

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




Sunday’s Radio Broadcast and flowers at the altar are sponsored by Phyllis Bliese in remembrance of Ralph and other loved ones.
The bulletins are sponsored by Karen Hamerly.
The sponsor charts for 2021 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Why “City of God”?
Zion’s worship will include a sermon series on “the City of God” this Easter
season. Why?
“City of God” is a Biblical theme that informs our basic identity in the Christian church. What does it mean to be Christian? One answer is that Christians are
those who are waiting for the City of God.
“For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to
come” (Hebrews 13:14-16). Or as St. John saw, in his vision of the world’s great
conclusion and new creation: “I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God” (Revelations 21:2).
To be Christian is be a citizen of God’s city, the golden city that will grace
this earth when all things are made new.
That citizenship, made possible by the death and resurrection of Jesus, is our
highest citizenship and informs all of our living and believing. For this reason, we
are planting our feet again on the golden streets and fruitful land of holy Zion.
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PRELUDE
“Christ the Lord is Risen Today”

…Kevin Hildebrand,
…Jeffrey Blersch,
…Albert L. Travis

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”
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In God you
come up
against something which
is in every
respect immeasurably
superior to
yourself.
Unless you
konw God as
that...and,
therefore,
know yourelf
as nothing in
comparison—
you do not
know God at
all. As long
as you are
proud you
cannot know
God. A proud
man is always looking
down on
things and
people: and,
of course, as
long as you
are looking
down, you
cannot see
something
that is above
you.
~ C.S Lewis,
Mere
Christianity,
1952 A.D.

GREETING
In Faith in
the risen Jesus, men already live in
the midst of
the transitory
world of
death from
the powers of
the new
world of life
that have
dawned in
him. There is
already true
life in the
midst of false
life, though
only in communion with
the one who
had been crucified by that
false life. The
future has
already begun...

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

...Jesus’ resurrection already makes
possible the
impossible,
namely reconciliation in
the midst of
strife, the law
of grace in the
midst of judgment, and
creative love
in the midst
of legalism.
~ Jürgen
Moltman,
The Crucified God,
1974 A.D.
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Cain initiated
a city dedicated to his
preferences,
including his
preference
that God jus
stay out.
There was no
interest in
obeying
God’s commands in this
city – including God’s
command of
one man being joined to
one woman
for life, so
we’re not terribly surprised to read
that one of
Cain’s descendants
took two
wives. Arts
and culture
and technology were being developed
in this city,
but something rotten
was brewing
there too…
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by your grace confess in
our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through
the same Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OLD TESTAMENT Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35
32Now

the full number of those who believed were of one heart and
soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him
was his own, but they had everything in common. 33And with great
power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was
not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was
sold 35and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each
as any had need.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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...lasting security could not
be found in
this city of
increasing violence.
~ Nancy
Guthrie,
Even Better
than Eden,
A.D. 2018

What are the
attributes of
the Resurrection Body?

PSALM 148

While the
body is the
same, it has
certain new
qualities…

C: Praise him, all his | angels;*
praise him, | all his hosts!

First of all, it
teaches that
the resurrection of the
body will be
much more
than a restoral of that
which believers have in
this life,
much more
even than the
sinless body
of Adam,
prior to the
Fall, and
without the
weakness and
diseases that
then entered.
It will be
fashioned not
after the image of the
First, but of
the Second
Adam [Jesus
Christ]...

C: Praise him, you highest | heavens,*
and you waters above the | heavens!

L: Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the | heavens;*
praise him | in the heights!

L: Praise him, | sun and moon,*
praise him, all you | shining stars!

L: Let them praise the name | of the LORD!*
For he commanded and they were cre- | ated.
C: And he established them forever and | ever;*
he gave a decree, and it shall not | pass away.
L: Praise the LORD | from the earth,*
you great sea creatures and | all deeps,
C:

fire and hail, | snow and mist,*
stormy wind fulfill- | ing his word!

L: Mountains and | all hills,*
fruit trees and all | cedars!
C: Beasts and all | livestock,*
creeping things and | flying birds!
L:

Kings of the earth and all | peoples,*
princes and all rulers | of the earth!

C: Young men and maidens to- | gether,*
old men and | children!
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L: Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name alone is ex- | alted;*
his majesty is above earth and | heaven.
C: He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for | all his saints,*
for the people of Israel who are near to him. | Praise the
LORD!
All: Glory be to the Father, and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy |Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

EPISTLE 1 John 1:1—2:2
1That

which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which
we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have
touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2the life was
made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim
to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made
manifest to us—3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim
also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may be
complete. 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If
we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness,
we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say we have
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 2:1My little
children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for
ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
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...Everything
that is defiled
and rendered
the body unsightly will
disappear. All
the lines of
care and
anxiety, all
the traces of
disease will
vanish. The
whole body
and especially
the countenance will
reflect the
glory of God,
as Moses on
descending
from the
Mount, and
our Lord at
the Transfiguration.
Instead of
inability to
meet demands of the
present life, it
will be endowed with
all the capacities needed
for the service
of God in the
higher life…
(continued
next page)

...While a
true body,
like that of
our Lord in
His postresurrection
appearances,
it, nevertheless, can be at
will superior
to the attraction of gravitation, just as
He could
appear in
closed rooms
or could walk
on the waves
or ascend into
heaven. The
sight of God
promised the
godly may be
through the
eyes of the
resurrection
body.
~Henry
Eyster Jacobs, A
Summary
of the
Christian
Faith,
1905 A.D.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE “Alleluia”

Carl F. Schalk

Choir: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Congregation:

Choir: Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.
Congregation:

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter.

19On

the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he
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had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending
you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they
are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”
24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the
nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand
into his side, I will never believe.” 26Eight days later, his disciples were
inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have
life in his name.
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
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For with the
heart one believes and is
justified, and
with the
mouth one
confesses and
is saved. For
the Scripture
says, “Everyo
ne who believes in him
will not be
put to
shame.”
~ St. Paul,
Romans
10:10-11

It was absurd
to believe that
Jesus had
risen from the
dead. But it
was true! The
skeptical
apostels were
faced with
this unavoidable fact…
God had intervened so
wonderfully,
so overwhelmingly,
so far beyond
everything
that had happened earlier
upon hi earth
that your entire life and
our entire
existence was
fundamentally changes.
A new era
had begun.
An entirely
new opportunity was offered to mankind...

begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
he Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life  of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “O Sons and Daughters of the King”
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When Thomas first the tidings heard
That they had seen the risen Lord,
He doubted the disciples’ word.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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“My piercèd side, O Thomas, see,
And look upon My hands, My feet;
Not faithless but believing be.”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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No longer Thomas then denied;
He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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How blest are they who have not seen
And yet whose faith has constant been,
For they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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...God’s wonderful plan
concerning
the cross and
everything
that had happened before
this wonderful day was
revealed. Now
the disciples
could finally
understand
the real meaning behind the
words they
had sung after
eating the
paschal lamb,
words that
seemed to
have been
ringing to
peculiarly out
of tune with
reality: “This
is the day that
the Lord has
made, let us
be glad and
rejoice in in
it!”
~ Bo Giertz,
To Life with
Christ, 1974
A.D.

On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices raise.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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SERMON
“The City of God, Part 2: Flooding Enoch”
Why is there
so little victory in your
life? Because
you do not
want to believe that Jesus is the victor over death
and sin, over
your lives.
Your unbelief
brings about
your defeat.
But now the
victory of
Jesus is proclaimed again
to you today
in the Lord’s
Supper: the
victory over
sin and death
for you, too,
whoever you
may be. Seize
it in faith.
Today, Jesus
will once
again forgive
all your
heavy and
manifold
sins...

Please stand.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray.

P: . . . O Lord of life,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and
risen Savior.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY “Psalm 48” (sung by the choir)
Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised
in the city of our God!
His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation,
is the joy of all the earth,
Mount Zion, in the far north,
the city of the great King.
Within her citadels God
has made himself known as a fortress.
For behold, the kings assembled;
they came on together.
As soon as they saw it, they were astounded;
they were in panic; they took to flight.
Trembling took hold of them there,
anguish as of a woman in labor.
By the east wind you shattered
the ships of Tarshish.
As we have heard, so have we seen
in the city of the LORD of hosts,
in the city of our God,
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which God will establish forever.
We have thought on your steadfast love, O God,
in the midst of your temple.
As your name, O God,
so your praise reaches to the ends of the earth.
Your right hand is filled with righteousness.
Let Mount Zion be glad!
Let the daughters of Judah rejoice
because of your judgments!
Walk about Zion, go around her,
number her towers,
consider well her ramparts,
go through her citadels,
that you may tell the next generation
that this is God,
our God forever and ever.
He will guide us forever.

~ Dietrich
Bonhoeffer,
Collected
Sermons,
Sermon on 1
Corinthians
15:55,
1939 A.D.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Living God,
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and
blood. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

...Whenever
you abandon
this belief, you
will have to
sink and succumb, sin and
die. Whenever
you seize this
belief, Jesus
will keep the
victory.

The Lord be with you.
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When faith
accepts all
that Christ
has spoken
concerning
this ordinance, and
prompts to
the careful
observance of
all that He
has commanded, it
gains especial
assurance
and comfort
from the
promise as
herein communicated...

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of me.”
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In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.
C: Alleluia!

SEQUENCE HYMN “Christ Is Arisen”

...Even although
the same promise has been
heard a thousand times outside the Sacrament, it acquires
a new force
when it has its
pledge and seal
the very Body
and Blood that
were the price
for our redemption.
~Henry Eyster
Jacobs, A
Summary of
the Christian
Faith,
1905 A.D.
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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COMMUNION HYMNS
The Zion Handchime Choir will play during the distribution. You may
use this time for prayerful meditation.

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Alleluia!
C: Christ is risen. Alleluia!
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”

A Prayer
as You Go
Lord, we
thank and
praise You
because we,
too, can take
part in this
day of joy and
rejoice in
Your resurrection, rejoice that You
are alive and
are among us.
We thank
You because
we can all be
a part of this
day...The
Lord is risen!
The Lord is
risen indeed!
Hallelujah!
~ Bo Giertz

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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…Benjamin M Culli

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson
(Pr. Gjerde at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Choir: Zion Handchime Choir
Vocalists: Ethan Hochberger; Carter Kulesa; Vicky Radunz;
Carol Rich
Lector: Bill Metter
Radio Announcer: Scott Schubring
Acolytes: Noah Harter; Carter Kulesa; Emma Pagel
Elder: Ken Rodemeier
Ushers: Marty and Janet Dettmering;
Landis and Jewel Holdorf;
Gary and Sue Wolslegel
Communion Assistants: Sally Christoffersen; Lois Jarosz
Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Kay Krall
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Zion Lutheran Church
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Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
Church Telephone: 715-848-7286

To contact us by email:
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com
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