A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Though we
are a part of a
world caught
in rebellion,
You, heavenly
Father, have
claimed me as
Your own
child, rescuing
me from condemnation before Your tribunal. May
your conquering love
spread as the
truth of Your
Word confronts every
person, city,
and culture
with Your divine right to
reclaim this
world as your
own. Amen.

The Third Sunday of Easter
April 18, 2021 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
The risen Lord is on the loose! We see Him today as He visits
His disciples to give them their marching orders: Preach! After
the disciples’ sin is forgiven they are then unleashed to do the
same in Jesus name. They are to preach repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus. The Book of Acts records a
number of those early sermons. City after city in the ancient
world would fall because of this preaching. It was more amazing than Jericho crumbling at the command of the Lord!

Sharing God’s Blessings Today





Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Jack and Kathy Frederick in thanksgiving for the radio sermons.
The flowers at the Altar are sponsored by Jerry and Dorothy Kittel in honor of
their 58th Wedding Anniversary on February 9, 2021.
The bulletins and flowers at the lectern and pulpit are sponsored by Arnie
Luechau in loving memory of Tim and Jan Luechau.
The sponsor charts for 2021 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Why “City of God”?
Zion’s worship will include a sermon series on “the City of God” this Easter
season. Why?
“City of God” is a Biblical theme that informs our basic identity in the Christian church. What does it mean to be Christian? One answer is that Christians are
those who are waiting for the City of God.
“For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to
come” (Hebrews 13:14-16). Or as St. John saw, in his vision of the world’s great
conclusion and new creation: “I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God” (Revelations 21:2).
To be Christian is be a citizen of God’s city, the golden city that will grace
this earth when all things are made new.
That citizenship, made possible by the death and resurrection of Jesus, is our
highest citizenship and informs all of our living and believing. For this reason, we
are planting our feet again on the golden streets and fruitful land of holy Zion.
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PRELUDE
“Hail Thee, Festival Day”
“Festival Alleluia”

…Hobby
…Miller

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”

The city of
man is
marked by a
rejection of
God’s word,
and the shutting out of
God’s presence, and
Adam and
Eve rejected
God’s word
and came to
dread God’s
presence. The
city of man
has made an
alliance with
the god of this
world…The
city of man
makes the
false promise
that men and
women can be
like gods…
~ Nancy
Guthrie,
Even Better
than Eden,
A.D. 2018
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The real Son
of God is at
your side. He
is beginning
to turn you
into the same
kind of thing
as Himself...
...Men are
mirrors or
‘carriers’ of
Christ to
other men.
Sometimes
unconscious
carriers. This
‘good infection’ can be
carried by
those who
have not got
it themselves.
People who
were not
Christians
themselves
helped me to
Christianity.
But usually it
is those who
know Him
that bring
Him to others...

GREETING
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE

...That is why
the Church,
the whole
body of Christians showing
Him to one
another is so
important.
You might
say that when
two Christians are following Christ
together there
is not twice
as much
Christianity
as when they
are apart, but
sixteen times
as much.
~ C.S. Lewis,
Mere
Christianity,
1952 A.D.
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The fear of the
Lord is the
beginning of
knowledge;
fools despise
wisdom and
instruction.
~ Proverbs
1:7
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The heart of
him who has
understanding
seeks knowledge, but the
mouths of fools
feed on folly.
~ Proverbs
15:14

SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . O God, through the humiliation of Your Son
You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people,
rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness
and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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FIRST LESSON Acts of the Apostles 3: 11-21
11 While

A friend loves
at all times,
and a brother
is born for
adversity.
~ Proverbs
17:17

Iron sharpens
iron, and one
man sharpens
another.
~ Proverbs
27:17

he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s.
12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel,
why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by
our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13 The God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our
fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and
denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release
him. 14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for
a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and you killed the Author of
life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses.
16 And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong
whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has
given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all. 17 “And
now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your
rulers. 18 But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets,
that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore,
and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may
send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God
spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 4
L: Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness!
You have given me relief when I was | in distress.*
Be gracious to me and | hear my prayer!
C: O men, how long shall my honor be turned | into shame?*
How long will you love vain words and seek | after lies?
L: But know that the LORD has set apart the godly | for himself;*
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the LORD hears when I | call to him.
C: Be angry, and | do not sin;*
ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be | silent.
L: Offer right sacri- | fices,*
and put your trust | in the LORD.
C: There are many who say, “Who will show | us some good?*
Lift up the light of your face upon us, | O LORD!”
L: You have put more joy | in my heart*
than they have when their grain and | wine abound.
C: In peace I will both lie | down and sleep;*
for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in | safety.
All: Glory be to the Father, and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy |Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

SECOND LESSON 1 John 3: 1-7
1 See

what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should
be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world
does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are
God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we
shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that
he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6
No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on
sinning has either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no
one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as
he is righteous.
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Every word of
God proves
true; he is a
shield to those
who take refuge in him.
~ Proverbs
30:5

To seek God
with the heart
means not to
stand as a
critical spectator who
begs God to
reveal authentic proofs
of His identity. It is not
for us to make
experiments
with God to
see if He is
such a one
whom we can
accept. It
means, instead, to approach Him
as a man is in
duty bound to
approach
Him—with
worship and
reverence,
prepared to
obey Him as
soon as we
have understood His
will, and prepared to
count Him as
doing right
even though
we must defend that
will...

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE “Alleluia”

Carl F. Schalk

Choir: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Congregation:

Choir: Our hearts burn within us while He opens to us the
Scriptures.
Congregation:

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter.

36As

they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood
among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were
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startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38 And he
said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in
your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch
me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see
that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and
were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?”
42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate before them. 44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I
spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written
about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the
Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses
of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power
from on high.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
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…”With all
your heart.”
Not half of it.
That is why it
is not a matter of going
occasionally
to a funeral,
or being enthusiastic
over a Christmas service
and longing
to find some
certainty for
immortality.
God has demands on our
other days,
both Sunday
and weekday.
To seek God
with the
whole heart
really means
to do something to find
Him, to read
about Him
and listen to
Him…
~ Bo Giertz,
The Message of the
Church in a
Time of
Crisis,
1953 A.D.

Under the
guidance of
the Spirit, a
great consolidation of the
church took
place. She
adopted the
basic features
that she
would always
keep. The
teaching of
the apostles
was codified
by their faithful successors
into the canonical scriptures: the
church got
her Bible. The
apostolic faith
was defined
in short
phrases: the
church got
her creed. The
church workers, endorsed
in the congregations by the
apostles, were
consolidated
with defined
duties: the
church got
her vocations...

begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life  of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Hail Thee, Festival Day”
Sing refrain twice at the beginning of the hymn and once after each
stanza:
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Soloist: Rise from the grave now, O Lord,
The author of life and creation.
Treading the pathway of death,
New life You give to us all: Refrain

...What the
apostles had
begun in doctrine, in
church order
and in ritual
ripened and
bore fruit. All
the many impulses, which
had come
from men as
different as
Peter, Paul,
John and
James, and
which had
been realized
in different
cultural and
ethnic environments, had
been melted
together by
the Spirit into
a richly
modulated
and yet harmonious creation: the one
and holy
Church
throughout
the world.
~ Bo Giertz,
Christ’s
Church,
1939 A.D.
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Two cities
were created
by two kinds
of love: the
earthly city
was created
by self-love
reaching the
point of contempt for
God, the
Heavenly
City by the
love of God
carried as far
as contempt
of self. In fact,
the earthly
city glories in
itself, the
Heavenly
City glories
in the Lord.
The former
looks for
glory from
men, the latter finds its
highest glory
in God, the
witness of a
good conscience. The
earthly lifts
up its head in
its own glory,
the Heavenly
City says to
its God: My
glory; you lift
up my head’
(Ps. 3:3)...

Soloist: Jesus, the health of the world,
Creator of all and redeemer,
Son of the Father supreme,
Only-begotten of God:
Refrain
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Soloist: Praise to the giver of good!
O Lover and Author of concord,
Pour out Your balm on our days;
Order our ways in Your peace:
Refrain

SERMON
“The City of God, Part 3: Conquering Jericho”
Please stand.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray.

P: . . . O Lord of life,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and
risen Savior.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY “Jerusalem, O City Fair and High” (sung by choir)
1

2

Jerusalem, O city fair and high,
Your tow’rs I yearn to see;
My longing heart to you would gladly fly,
It will not stay with me.
Elijah’s chariot take me
Above the lower skies,
To heaven’s bliss awake me,
Released from earthly ties.
O happy day, O yet far happier hour,
When will you come at last,
When by my gracious Father’s love and pow’r
I see that portal vast?
From heaven’s shining regions
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...In the former,
the lust for
domination
lords it over its
princes as over
the nations is
subjugates; in
the other both
those put in
authority and
those subject to
them serve one
another in love,
the rulers by
their counsel,
the subjects by
obedience. The
one city loves
its own
strength shown
in its powerful
leaders; the
other says to its
God, ‘I will
love you, my
Lord, my
strength’
(Ps. 18:1).
~ Saint
Augustine,
City of God,
Book XIV:
chapter 28,
400’s A.D.

To greet me gladly come
Your blessèd angel legions
To bid me welcome home.

What we proclaim is not
ourselves but
Jesus Christ
as Lord, with
ourselves as
your servants
for Jesus’
sake. For
God, who
said, “Let
light shine
out of darkness,” has
shone in our
hearts to give
the light of
the knowledge
of the glory of
God in the
face of Jesus
Christ.
~ 2 Corinthians 3:5-6
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The patriarchs’ and prophets’ noble train,
With all Christ’s foll’wers true,
Who washed their robes and cleansed sin’s guilty stain,
Sing praises ever new!
I see them shine forever,
Resplendent as the sun,
In light diminished never,
Their glorious freedom won.
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Unnumbered choirs before the shining throne
Their joyful anthems raise
Till heaven’s arches echo with the tone
Of that great hymn of praise.
And all its host rejoices,
And all its blessèd throng
Unite their myriad voices
In one eternal song.

Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Living God,
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and
blood. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

16

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)
[The angel] carried me away in
the Spirit to a
great, high
mountain, and
showed me the
holy city Jerusalem coming
down out of
heaven from
God, having the
glory of God, its
radiance like a
most rare
jewel…
~ Revelation
21:10-11

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
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In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
We won’t be
going back to
the garden.
Instead, we
are headed for
a garden-like
city. God has
taken possession of the
very thing
created to
exclude
him—the
city—and he
is turning it
into a home
for his people
that will be
even better
than Eden...

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.
C: Alleluia!

SEQUENCE HYMN “Christ Is Arisen”
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...In this eternal
city, we’ll enjoy
a seemingly
never-ending
wealth of things
to do and neverending revelations of the
beautifies and
perfections of
God. This will
be the city the
psalmists sang
about.

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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~ Nancy
Guthrie, Even
Better than
Eden,
2018 A.D.

COMMUNION MUSIC
The vocalists will sing the following hymns during the distribution. You
may use this time for prayerful meditation.
“With High Delight Let Us Unite”
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Alleluia!
C: Christ is risen. Alleluia!
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN “He’s Risen! He’s Risen!”

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Trumpet Tune and March”

…Clarke

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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A Prayer
as You Go
Lord of
heaven and
earth, You
have gifted us
Your kingdom, the everlasting City
of God. As
we have been
conquered by
Your great
love and
mercy found
in Christ Jesus and made
citizens of
Zion, may the
light of your
City be reflected in our
lives this
week, that
others may
seek and desire to be citizens of the
same City of
God too. In
Jesus’ holy
name I pray.
Amen.

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Preaching: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson
(Pr. Gjerde at Bethany, 10:30)
Organist: Rod Riese
Flute: Jacob Roseman
Vocalists: Steve Kroening; Tim Pagel; Tyler Pagel; Jim Speckhard
Lector: Jewel Holdorf
Radio Announcer: Jon Oestreich
Acolytes: Madison Cornell; Michael Cornell; Ashtyn Fernstaedt
Elder: Lynn Budnik
Ushers: Mark Gehrke;
Frank and Tammie Rodemeier
Communion Assistants: Sally Christoffersen; Rob Kittel
Altar Guild: Kay Krall; Donna Nuernberg
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