
  

 

A Prayer 
Upon  
Entering 
Church 
O Lord, by 
baptism in 
Your Name 
You have pub-
licly enrolled 
me as a citizen 
of Your holy 
City, the heav-
enly Zion.  In 
this hour, as I 
partake of that 
city’s gifts and 
benefits, grant 
me such faith 
by the power 
of Your Holy 
Spirit that I 
may trust in 
Your merciful 
rule and 
proudly bear 
the name of 
Your king-
dom; through 
Christ my 
Lord.  Amen 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 25, 2021 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  How the Lord loves Bethlehem, 
the city of shepherds!  From Bethlehem arose the great king, 
David, once a mere shepherd-boy, and from there also came 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd and King of Creation.  Yet even 
Bethlehem pales in comparison to the City of God, the New 
Jerusalem, which God has prepared as our eternal dwelling.  
Still governed by Jesus, our Shepherd-King, this City thrives 
under His otherworldly leadership, which is both absolutely 
powerful and absolutely merciful and humble. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today   
 Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Mrs. Carolyn B. Lange and family 

in loving memory of Margaret Tiller. 
 The flowers at the Altar are sponsored by Earl Uecke and Sandy Melco in lov-

ing memory of their wife and mother, Ruth B Uecke, in honor of her birthday 
April 25, 1925. 

 The sponsor charts for 2021 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to 
sign up.  The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry. 

 
 

To Share Your Offering 
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden of-
fering boxes built into the walls of the 
church.  Please see the map, where the boxes  
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher 
for assistance.   
 
This returns us to an older and beautiful tra-
dition of the Lutheran church in which offer-
ings are not collected during worship so as to 
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offer-
ings to us.   
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PRELUDE 
Variations on “The Day of Resurrection”  Kevin Hildebrand 
       Benjamin M Culli 
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “The Day of Resurrection” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Great is the 
Lord and 
greatly to be 
praised in the 
city of our 
God!   
~ Psalm 

148:1 
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GREETING 
P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C: The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Glorious 
things of you 
are spoken, O 
city of God.  
~ Psalm 87:3 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God is always 
trying to give 
good things 
to us, but our 
hands are too 
full to receive 
them.”  
~ Augustine, 

City of 
God, 426 
A.D. 
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This heavenly 
city, then, 
while it so-
journs on 
earth, calls 
citizens out of 
all nations, 
and gathers 
together a 
society of pil-
grims of all 
languages, 
not worrying 
about diversi-
ties in the 
manners, 
laws, and 
institutions 
whereby 
earthly peace 
is secured and 
maintained, 
but recogniz-
ing that, how-
ever various 
these are, 
they all tend 
to one and the 
same end of 
earthly 
peace . . .  
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 

 
 
P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have 

wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us 
Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd 
we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow 
where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

FIRST LESSON Acts of the Apostles 4: 1-12 
1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of 
the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed 
because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the 
resurrection from the dead. 3And they arrested them and put them 
in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4But many 
of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the 
men came to about five thousand.  5On the next day their rulers 
and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6with Annas 
the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who 
were of the high-priestly family. 7And when they had set them in 
the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you 
do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 
“Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are being examined today 

 
 
 
 
. . . [the city of 
God] therefore 
is so far from 
rescinding and 
abolishing 
these diversi-
ties, that it 
even preserves 
and adopts 
them, so long 
only as no hin-
drance to the 
worship of the 
one supreme 
and true God 
is thus intro-
duced.  
~ Augustine, 

describing 
how Christi-
anity actu-
ally pre-
serves the 
diversity of 
cultures and 
does not de-
stroy them, 
gathering all 
into one 
worship of 
the one God.  
City of God, 
426 A.D. 
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concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means 
this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all 
the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this 
man is standing before you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that was 
rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 
12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

 

L: Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 23  
L:  The LORD is my | shepherd;* 
 I | shall not want. 
 
C:  He makes me lie down in green | pastures.* 
 He leads me beside still | waters. 
 
L:  He re- | stores my soul.* 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake. 
 
C:  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

 death,   I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;* 
 your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 
 
L:  You prepare a table before me 

 in the presence of my | enemies;* 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup | overflows. 

 
C:  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
 all the days | of my life,* 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever. 
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All:  Glory be to the Father, and | to the Son,* 
 and to the Holy |Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- |ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen 
 

SECOND LESSON 1 John 3: 16-24 
16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17But if anyone has the 
world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 18Little children, let 
us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.  19By this we 
shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before 
him; 20for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than 
our heart, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our heart does 
not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22and whatever 
we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments 
and do what pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that we 
believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, 
just as he has commanded us. 24Whoever keeps his commandments 
abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides 
in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

VERSE  “Alleluia”          . . . Carl F. Schalk 
Choir: Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Congregation: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This joy in 
God is not 
like any 
pleasure 
found in 
physical or 
intellectual 
satisfaction. 
Nor is it such 
as a friend 
experiences in 
the presence 
of a friend. 
But, if we are 
to use any 
such analogy, 
it is more like 
the eye rejoic-
ing in light.  
~ Augustine,    
   City of God,  
   426 A.D.  



10 

 

 
 

Choir: I am the Good Shepherd;  
 I know My own and My own know Me. 
 

Congregation: 

 

 
 

GOSPEL  
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter. 

 
 

11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a 
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for 
the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own 
know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and 
I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are 
not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 
voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the 
Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up 
again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own ac-
cord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it 
up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 
 

Then came 
one of the 
seven angels 
who had the 
seven bowls 
full of the 
seven last 
plagues and 
spoke to me, 
saying, 
“Come, I will 
show you the 
Bride, the 
wife of the 
Lamb.” And 
he carried me 
away in the 
Spirit to a 
great, high 
mountain, 
and showed 
me the holy 
city Jerusa-
lem coming 
down out of 
heaven from 
God,  having 
the glory of 
God, its radi-
ance like a 
most rare 
jewel, like a 
jasper, clear 
as crystal . . . 
. And I saw 
no temple in 
the city, for 
its temple is 
the Lord God 
the Almighty 
and the 
Lamb . . .   
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P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

NICENE CREED  
P:  Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in one God, 

 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory  
 to judge both the living and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son  
 together is worshiped and glorified, 

. . . And the 
city has no 
need of sun or 
moon to shine 
on it, for the 
glory of God 
gives it light, 
and its lamp 
is the Lamb.  

By its light 
will the na-
tions walk, 
and the kings 
of the earth 
will bring 
their glory 
into it, and 
its gates will 
never be shut 
by day—and 
there will be 
no night 
there. They 
will bring 
into it the 
glory and the 
honour of the 
nations.  But 
nothing un-
clean will 
ever enter it, 
nor anyone 
who does 
what is de-
testable or 
false, but only 
those who are 
written in the 
Lamb's book 
of life.  
~ Revelation 

21:9-11, 22
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 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 

 

 

 

 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 
Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 
From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
Within Thy house forever! 
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SERMON   
“The City of God, Part 4: Remembering Bethlehem” 

 
Please stand.   
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray. 
 

P: . . . O Lord of life, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and 
risen Savior. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERTORY  “Blessed City, Heavenly Salem” (sung by the choir) 
 
1 Blessed city, heavenly Salem, 
 Vision dear of peace and love, 
 Who of living stones art builded  
 in the height of heaven above, 
 and, with angel hosts encircled, 
 as a bride dost earthward move; 
 
2 from celestial realms descending, 
 bridal glory round thee shed, 
 meet for him whose love espoused thee, 
 to thy Lord shalt thou be led; 
 all thy streets and all thy bulwarks 
 of pure gold are fashioned. 
 
3 Bright thy gates of pearl are shining; 
 they are open evermore; 
 and by virtue of his merits 
 thither faithful souls do soar, 
 who, for Christ’s dear Name, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Accordingly, 
two cities 
have been 
formed by two 
loves: the 
earthly by the 
love of self, 
even to the 
contempt of 
God; the heav-
enly by the 
love of God, 
even to the 
contempt of 
self. The for-
mer, in a 
word, glories 
in itself, the 
latter in the 
Lord.  
~ Augustine, 

City of God, 
426 A.D. 
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 in this world pain and tribulation bore. 
 
4 Many a blow and biting sculpture 
 polished well those stones elect, 
 in their places now compacted 
 by the heavenly Architect, 
 who therewith hath willed forever 
 that his palace should be decked. 
 
5 Laud and honor to the Father, 
 laud and honor to the Son, 
 laud and honor to the Spirit, 
 ever Three and ever One, 
 consubstantial, coeternal,  
 while unending ages run. 
 
Please stand.   
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Living God, 
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life.  Send 

your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our 
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and 
blood.  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
 

 
 
For Zion's 
sake I will not 
keep silent, 
and for Jeru-
salem's sake I 
will not be 
quiet, until 
her righteous-
ness goes 
forth as 
brightness, 
and her salva-
tion as a 
burning 
torch.  The 
nations shall 
see your 
righteous-
ness, and all 
the kings 
your glory, 
and you shall 
be called by a 
new name 
that the 
mouth of the 
LORD will 
give.  You 
shall be a 
crown of 
beauty in the 
hand of the 
LORD, and a 
royal diadem 
in the hand of 
your God . . .  
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”)  

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. . . You shall no 
more be termed 
Forsaken, and 
your land shall 
no more be 
termed Deso-
late, but you 
shall be called 
My Delight Is 
in Her, and 
your land Mar-
ried; for the 
LORD delights 
in you, and 
your land shall 
be married.  For 
as a young man 
marries a 
young woman, 
so shall your 
sons marry 
you, and as the 
bridegroom 
rejoices over the 
bride, so shall 
your God re-
joice over you . 
. .  
 
[continued next 
page] 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: This is the feast of victory for our God. 
C: Alleluia! 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN  “Christ Is Arisen” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
[from previ-
ous page] 
 
. . . Behold, 
the LORD has 
proclaimed to 
the end of the 
earth: Say to 
the daughter 
of Zion, 
“Behold, your 
salvation 
comes; 
behold, his 
reward is 
with him, 
and his rec-
ompense be-
fore him.” 
And they 
shall be called 
The Holy 
People, 
The Re-
deemed of the 
LORD; and 
you shall be 
called Sought 
Out, A City 
Not Forsaken.  
~ Isaiah 62:1-

5, 11-12 
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Please be seated.   
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  The pastor will 

hand you the holy Body.  Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.  

Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they 

come forward to ask for a blessing. 

 

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 

He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-

mendous benefits.  His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 

faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation. 

 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 

they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 

and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 

and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC 
The vocalists will sing the following hymns during the distribution.  You 

may use this time for prayerful meditation. 
 

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 
 

“The Lord’s My Shepherd” 
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Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace.  Alleluia! 
C: Christ is risen.  Alleluia! 
 
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN  “Christ Has Arisen! Alleluia!” 
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SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”   Anne Krentz Organ 

 
 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

Serving at Worship 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
            (Pr. Gulhaugen at Bethany, 10:30) 
Organist: Irene Beethe 
Clarinet: Dan Maguire 
Vocalists: Janean Andrus; Ivan Beethe; Steve Kroening;  
        Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Lector: Robert Hochberger 
Radio Announcer: Ryan Fernstaedt 
Acolytes: Noah Harter; Ethan Hochberger; Emma Pagel 
Elder: Landis Holdorf 
Ushers: Sally Christoffersen; Steve and Marlene Kroening; 
   Ken Rodemeier 
Communion Assistants: Donna Nuernberg; Vicky Radunz 
Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Vicky Radunz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Prayer 
as You Go 
God of all 
power, you 
called from 
death our 
Lord Jesus, 
the great 
Shepherd 
of the 
sheep.  
Send us as 
shepherds 
to rescue 
the lost, to 
heal the 
injured, 
and to feed 
one an-
other with 
knowledge 
and under-
standing; 
through 
your Son, 
Jesus 
Christ our 
Lord, who 
lives and 
reigns with 
you and 
the Holy 
Spirit, one 
God, now 
and for-
ever.  
Amen 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 

Associate Pastor Christopher S. Johnson 
Int. Assoc. Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen 

Kantor Irene Beethe 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Jessica G. Ray 

Deployed Chaplain Joseph C. Pinzl 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@zionlutheranwausau.com 
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


