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Remembering 
Examples of the faith in May 

May 4: Saint Monica 

St. Monica was born in 
Africa, most likely a 
member of the Berber 
tribe.  Though Chris-
tian, she married Pa-
tritius, a Roman offi-
cial, who was pagan.  
His behavior made 
their marriage an un-
happy one until, 
through Monica’s 
prayer and patience, he 
was baptized shortly 
before dying.  Their 
son, St. Augustine 
(Aug. 28) initially followed the pagan ways of his fa-
ther, to the great sorrow of his mother, who neverthe-
less kept hope and prayed for him.  At last, he too 
was baptized and became the Bishop of Hippo. 
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In this hope we were saved.  (Romans 8:24) 

  
Beloved Saints,  
 
All people on earth live from some kind of hope.  If they don’t, they 
usually stop living.  Behind every action is a hope for some kind of 
outcome, leading us to do what we do.   
 
We wake up and get out of bed, hoping for a good day.  We take up 
work with the hope of being productive for the sake of our neighbors 
and our homes.  We seek out friends and family in the hope of joy—
indeed, running beneath most of our life is the hope of joy and hap-
piness, the hope of experiencing the good. 
 
Here is why we have preached on the City of God this Easter season.  
The City of God is our hope: a lush, garden city not built by human 
hands but built and sustained by God in the power of reconciliation: 
God and man, earth and heaven, town and country, man and woman, 
nation and nation—all of creation and its Maker united in the power 
of Christ’s cross and forgiveness. 
 
We live for that City and believe, by God’s promise, that whatever 
good He grants us to know and do in this life will find its fulfillment 
within its jeweled walls. “They will bring into it the glory and the 
honor of the nations” (Revelations 21:26).  How exactly it will be, 
we do not know, but our hope is filled with the expectation of seeing 
it at last. 
 
We have this hope because Christ is risen.  Since the grave is empty, 
the future is open and full.  “With God, all things are possi-
ble” (Matthew 19:26).  If it were not so, there would be a limit to life 
and joy, but now, in Him, both are limitless, thanks be God. 
 
Peace! 
Pastor Gjerde 
 

Pastoral Letter 
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Liturgy     receiving the gifts 

Holy Communion  
Sunday:     9 & 11 AM  (sung) 
Monday-Friday: 12:15 PM  (spoken; 20 minutes long) 
Saturday:    5:15 PM  (sung) 
 

Vespers 
Wednesday:  6:30 PM 
 

Live Radio Broadcast 
Sunday, 9 AM  +  WSAU 550 AM, 99.9 FM, 95.1 FM 
 

Online (Facebook Live-Stream, Website, YouTube) 
Morning Devotion:  8:30 AM, Monday-Friday 
Compline:   8:30 PM, Monday-Tuesday, Thursday-Friday 
Vespers:   6:30 PM, Wednesday 
 

Mercy Days 

Zion will hold three days of prayer for God’s help and blessing, May 
10, 11, and 12, with prayer services each day at 12:15 PM (about 30 
minutes long).  For centuries the Church has gathered to pray on 
these days after the Sixth Sunday of Easter.  Like the “National Day 
of Prayer,’ only bigger, it’s a time to pray for our nation, weather, 
neighborhoods, farmers, families, and common life.  If you have spe-
cific prayer requests, please contact the church office or a pastor. 
 

The Ascension of Our Lord 
Forty days after He rose, our Lord Jesus assumed majesty and power 
at the right hand of God in heaven.  We celebrate this event on As-
cension Day.  Zion will hold services for Ascension on Wednesday, 
May 12 at 6:30 PM (Vespers) and Thursday, May 13, at 12:00 noon 
(Holy Communion).  
 

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday (May 9) 
First Lesson:  Acts of the Apostles 10: 34-48 
Second Lesson: 1 John 5: 1-8 
Gospel:  John 15: 9-17 
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Holy Communion will be served outdoors at the 9 AM service on 
Mother’s Day (May 9) and Pentecost Sunday (May 23).  Even if it 
rains, we’ll do our best to serve it.  Here’s how it will work: 
 
1) Come and park your car in the Zion lot or nearby streets for the 9 

AM service and listen to the broadcast (WSAU 550 AM/99.9 
FM). 

2) After you hear the Word of Institution (“Take, eat . . . Take, 
drink . . . ), a minister from Zion will come by the east-side en-

tryway to the black-topped area in the parking lot between the 
church and school playground.  “Watch for the cross.” 

3) You may come forward at that time, on foot, to receive the 
Lord’s Supper, maintaining a comfortable distance from others 
as you wish.  Please do not pull up in your car to avoid a traffic 

jam.  
  
 

Holy Communion Outside: May 9 & May 23 

Easter Sermon Series: “City of God” 

“You have come to Mount Zion and the city of 

the living God” (Heb. 12:22). 

 

You belong to a nation beyond all nations, a 
city greater than all cities, a family of fami-
lies, a chosen race and a sanctified people (1 
Peter 2:9).  That new identity in Christ is 
given to us with the promise of a new city, the 
City of God, of which we are all citizens.  That City of God will be 
our preaching theme this Easter:  
 
Easter 6 (May 9):    Saving Nineveh 
Easter 7 (May 16):    Surprising Rome  
Pentecost (May 23):   Leaving Babel 

 



 6 

 

Monthly Mission Emphases: 

 The NEXUS Institute, Des Moines, IA — Goal:  $1,000 

 Lutheran CORE — Goal:  $2,000 

 

The NEXUS Institute, Des Moines, IA 
 

The NEXUS Institute is one of 92 

high school youth theology insti-

tutes funded by the Lilly Endow-

ment, under the oversight of the 

Forum for Theological Enrichment.  

NEXUS exists to transform the 

landscape of the Lutheran Church 

through innovative and intentional development of young adults who 

want to be more involved in the nexus of faith, life, and the church.  

The NEXUS Institute is a week-long Theology Institute program for 

high school students focused on shaping people to be agents of God's 

transformation in the church and the world.  

Outreach and Mercy         sharing and being the gifts 

Persecuted Christians in:  Myanmar; Vietnam;  

                                             Mauritania 

Sister Congregation: Lehurutshe Parish, South Africa 

Missionaries: Elliot & Serena Derricks, Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

Those who need our on-going prayers: Hilmar Baumann, Keith 

Borchardt, Les Brolliar, Mary Ellen Bureta, Michael Cornell, Sr., 

Rich Cornell, Abby Dobeck, Ruth Draeger, Carol Edelburg, Barbara 

Ellen, Dennis Falk, Rita Falk, Ben Fiedler, Marion Jehn, Avery 

Kluck, Kathy LaPorte, Debra Mertes, Bill Metter, Terry Miller, 

Maggie Otto, Tina Parker, Marjorie Raddatz, Barb Ramker, Krista 

Salas, David Skola, Dave Torkko, Mike Trzebiatowski, Mark Wen-

dorff, Zach Ziebell, Nancy, Jim, Richard, Lenette, Patty, Rachel, 

Zion’s homebound members. 

Praying                       in our prayers this week  
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The hymn of the day for Easter 6 (May 9) is 
“Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!” This hymn first 
appeared in the Lutheran hymnal supplement 
With One Voice.   As the supplement was being 
prepared, the editors suggested to Herbert Brokering that he write an 
Easter text to the tune EARTH AND ALL STARS.  What we have is a 
hymn rich with biblical imagery and themes spanning the Easter sea-
son.  The refrain proclaims Christ’s resurrection and the absolute 
certainty that all believers shall arise!   
 
Also, on May 9, listen for the sounds of children’s voices wafting 
from the south balcony.  This year, the students have been faithfully 
working on chanting the Lord’s Prayer accompanied by two hand 
chimes, and a version of Jesus Loves Me, where they are both play-
ing hand chimes and singing this hymn!  You may also hear their 
voices join on several refrains in the 9:00 service that morning.   
 
A reminder to parents: Please have your child in the balcony on May 
9 at 8:30 am to receive their hand chime, seat assignment, and to 
warm up their voices.  Thanks be to God for these children.  They 
indeed are a heritage from the Lord!  
  
Joy in Jesus, Kantor Irene Beethe 

 
 

 

A “Note” from Kantor  
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Luther Square 
Donations continue to be received for develop-
ing Zion’s green space into an outdoor venue 
for ministry and engaging our neighbors.  To 
make your donation, you may use your regular 
offering envelope (write “Luther Square”) or 
share your offering through the church office.   
 

Plant Sale at Marshfield Medical Center, Weston 

On May 6 (1pm—6pm), May 7 (7am—6pm) 
& May 8 (7am—6pm), Marshfield Medical 
Center in Weston is holding a plant sale with 
annuals provided by Cerny’s Greenhouse.  
Proceeds will benefit the Wausau/Weston 
Cancer Care Fund.  Masks will be required.  
Look for the big, white tent!  Visit 
www.marshfieldclinic.org/giving/plantsale for more information. 
 

Altar Guild Meeting 

The date for our May meeting has been changed 
from Tuesday, May 18 to Tuesday, May 25.  Please 
be sure to mark this change on your calendars.  Pr. 
Johnson will be our guest speaker. 
 

Homeless Mats Project 

People are working diligently at their homes to make 
the homeless mats; over 50 mats have been made by 
the Zion volunteers!  Stop by the church office to 
see an example of the finished product. To ensure 

we can make even more, please continue to donate 

clean plastic bags from grocery stores, big box stores, and 
department stores.  Dry-cleaning bags are not suitable for this pro-
ject.  Bring your bags to the church office and/or the conference 
room.  If you are interested in volunteering to crochet the plastic 
“yarn” or for more information, call Lori: 715-216-3441. 
 
 

News & Events 



 9 

 

News & Events 

Open 2021 Sponsorship Dates for Flowers 

The following dates are still available for those 
wishing to sponsor flowers at the Altar for week-
end worship services.  If you wish to sponsor 
flowers in honor of a loved one or special event, 
please call the church office at 715-848-7286 or 
sign up on the sponsor chart located by the stairs 
near the northwest entry of Zion.  There is also an 

option of further beautifying God’s house with an addition of flower 
arrangements to the lectern and pulpit areas.  If you do not see your 
preferred date below, call the church office and ask if there is still 
availability to sponsor flowers at the lectern and pulpit on that day!  
A flower sponsorship costs $60, and you may elect to pick up your 
flowers after the services or donate them to our homebound mem-
bers. 
 

 
 

Of Special Note: Hospital Visitation 
If you find yourself or a loved one admitted to a local hospital, 
please alert the hospital staff that you would like your or your loved 
one’s name placed on Zion’s list.  The following hospitals have such 
a list that we call and check daily for parishioners who may need 
pastoral care:  
 

 Aspirus Wausau Hospital, Wausau 

 Marshfield Medical Center, Weston 

 Aspirus Langlade Hospital, Antigo 

 Marshfield Medical Center, Marshfield 
 

Lately, due perhaps to COVID-19 restrictions and the bustle of car-
ing for patients, it has appeared that hospital staff may have over-
looked asking if patients would like church visitation.  You are also 
always welcome to call the church office directly at 715-848-7286 to 
let the pastoral staff know about a hospital admission. 
 

 June 6  October 3, 10 

 August 8, 15, 22, 29  Reformation Day: Oct. 31 

 September 26  November 21 
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News & Events 

Memorials and Other Gifts Received: 

 In memory of Wayne Lawonn, Phyllis Bliese 
gave a gift to the Roof Fund. 

 In memory of her brother Philip, Phyllis Bli-
ese gave a gift to the Roof Fund. 

 In memory of her mother, Marion Walters, Shirley Freiberg 
gave a gift to the Radio Ministry. 

 In memory of Charles Lewitzke, Dave and Lori Torkko gave a 
gift to the Luther Square Project. 

 In honor of Anna Mae Zeinemann’s retirement, Craig Ber-
gendorf gave a gift to the Luther Square Project. 

 

Portals of Prayer 

Copies of the April - June 2021 Portals of Prayer are available from 
the church office.  Large print copies are also available.  If you can-
not come to church to get a copy, call us to have one mailed to you. 
 

Phone Numbers 

The Elder Team has been busy calling all of Zion’s 
members.  They are finding a lot of disconnected phone 
numbers.  If you are using a new phone number and have 
discontinued your land-line, please let the church office 
know so we can update your information. 
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Sunday • May 9 (Easter 6, Mother’s Day) 
9:00 AM Holy Communion; Live Radio Broadcast,  
  WSAU 550 AM 
10:00 AM Sunday School 
10:15 AM Bible Study, Facebook 
11:00 AM Holy Communion 
 
Monday • May 10 (Mercy Day) 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Service of Prayer 
7:00 PM Mission Team Meeting 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Tuesday • May 11 (Mercy Day, Sts. Cyril and Methodius) 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
9:00 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Staff Meeting 
12:15 PM Service of Prayer 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Wednesday • May 12 (Mercy Day, Ascension Eve) 
8:30 AM Word at the Middle of the Week, Facebook 
12:00 PM Music at Midday, Facebook 
12:15 PM Service of Prayer 
6:30 PM Vespers 
6:30 PM Confirmation 
 
Thursday • May 13 (Ascension Day) 
7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion  
5:00 PM First Communion Class 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Friday • May 14 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion  
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 
Saturday • May 15 
5:15 PM Communion 

Calendar     for the upcoming week 
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Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@zionlutheranwausau.com      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 

 


