
   

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
“Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,  

which cannot be moved, but abides forever.” (Psalm 125:1) 

May 9, 2021 

 
Pastoral Letter............................................................................ Page 3 
Liturgy: receiving the gifts ........................................................ Page 4 
Holy Communion Outdoors, Easter Sermon Series .................. Page 5 
Outreach and Mercy, Praying .................................................... Page 6 
A “Note” from Kantor ............................................................... Page 7 
News & Events ............................................................. Page 8, 9 & 10 
Calendar (for the upcoming week)........................................... Page 11 



 2 

 

Remembering 
Examples of the faith in May 

May 11: Saints Cyril and Methodius 

These two brothers 
from Greece testify 
to God’s mercy for 
the whole world.  
Their first mission-
ary endeavors were 
among Arab Mus-
lims.  Most fa-
mously, they worked 
and preached among 
the Slavs, for whom 
they authored the 
first alphabet, thus 
s u pp o r t i n g  t h e 
spread of God’s Word.  Both brothers were renown for 
their knowledge and education.  Among churches of 
Slavic origin, their feast day is May 11 (though some-
times they are remembered on Feb. 14, the date of 
Cyril’s death). 
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. . . called to be saints together with all those who in 

every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, both their Lord and ours . . . . (1 Cor. 1:2-3) 
  

Beloved Saints, 
 
The death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ has established a 
fellowship of people that spans the earth.  We are citizens of an eter-
nal City with a greater population than New York City or London or 
Mexico City: the New Jerusalem. 
 
As a result, every congregation of Christ seeks connections beyond 
itself.  This past year we became part of the Lutheran Congregations 
in Mission for Christ (LCMC), which frees us to make those connec-
tions in new and faithful ways.  There are a few I’d like to share with 
you this week. 
 
One is the Institute of Lutheran Theology (ILT) in Brookings, 
South Dakota.  ILT is “an independent school of Lutheran theology 
providing a theological education to the next generation of pastors 
and workers in Christ’s church.”  I’ll be teaching a preaching course 
there this summer (online, from Wausau), and we’ve had one profes-
sor, Dr. Jonathan Sorum, preach at Zion on Maundy Thursday.  As 
one of the fastest growing seminaries in the United States, it prom-
ises to be a great ally in providing faithful parish ministry.  
 
A similar source of leadership, also in South Dakota (!), is the Lu-

ther House of Study (LHS) at the Sioux Falls Seminary.  LHS “is 
focused on strengthening Lutheran leadership and ministries for the 
proclamation of the Gospel.”  So it also produces Lutheran pastors 
and church workers, and its director, Dr. Craig Croghan, who has 
roots in Mosinee and New London, hopes to visit Zion this spring. 
 
What other connections will Zion develop within the holy catholic 
church?  It’s exciting to see as the power of the risen Lord unfolds 
among us.  Peace! 
 
Pastor Gjerde 

Pastoral Letter 
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Liturgy     receiving the gifts 

Holy Communion  
Sunday:     9 & 11 AM  (sung) 
Monday-Friday: 12:15 PM  (spoken; 20 minutes long) 
Saturday:    5:15 PM  (sung) 
 

Vespers 
Wednesday:  6:30 PM 
 

Live Radio Broadcast 
Sunday, 9 AM  +  WSAU 550 AM, 99.9 FM, 95.1 FM 
 

Online (Facebook Live-Stream, Website, YouTube) 
Morning Devotion:  8:30 AM, Monday-Friday 
Compline:   8:30 PM, Monday-Tuesday, Thursday-Friday 
Vespers:   6:30 PM, Wednesday 
 

Mercy Days 

Zion will hold three days of prayer for God’s help and blessing, May 
10, 11, and 12, with prayer services each day at 12:15 PM (about 30 
minutes long).  For centuries the Church has gathered to pray on 
these days after the Sixth Sunday of Easter.  Like the “National Day 
of Prayer,’ only bigger, it’s a time to pray for our nation, weather, 
neighborhoods, farmers, families, and common life.  If you have spe-
cific prayer requests, please contact the church office or a pastor. 
 

The Ascension of Our Lord 
Forty days after He rose, our Lord Jesus assumed majesty and power 
at the right hand of God in heaven.  We celebrate this event on As-
cension Day.  Zion will hold services for Ascension on Wednesday, 
May 12 at 6:30 PM (Vespers) and Thursday, May 13, at 12:00 noon 
(Holy Communion).  
 

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday (May 16) 
First Lesson:  Acts of the Apostles 1: 12-26 
Second Lesson: 1 John 5: 9-15 
Gospel:  John 17: 11b-19 
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Easter Sermon Series: “City of God” 

“You have come to Mount Zion and the city of 

the living God” (Heb. 12:22). 

 

You belong to a nation beyond all nations, a 
city greater than all cities, a family of fami-
lies, a chosen race and a sanctified people (1 
Peter 2:9).  That new identity in Christ is 
given to us with the promise of a new city, the 
City of God, of which we are all citizens.  That City of God will be 
our preaching theme this Easter:  
 
Easter 7 (May 16):    Surprising Rome  
Pentecost (May 23):   Leaving Babel 

 

Holy Communion Outside: May 9 & May 23 

Holy Communion will be served outdoors at the 9 AM service on 
Mother’s Day (May 9) and Pentecost Sunday (May 23).  Even if it 
rains, we’ll do our best to serve it.  Here’s how it will work: 
 
1) Come and park your car in the Zion lot or nearby streets for the 9 

AM service and listen to the broadcast (WSAU 550 AM/99.9 
FM). 

2) After you hear the Word of Institution (“Take, eat . . . Take, 
drink . . . ), a minister from Zion will come by the east-side en-

tryway to the black-topped area in the parking lot between the 
church and school playground.  “Watch for the cross.” 

3) You may come forward at that time, on foot, to receive the Lord’s 
Supper, maintaining a comfortable distance from others as you 
wish.  Please do not pull up in your car to avoid a traffic jam.  
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Monthly Mission Emphases: 

 The NEXUS Institute, Des Moines, IA — Goal:  $1,000 

 Lutheran CORE — Goal:  $2,000 

 

Lutheran CORE: 
 

As a Network for confessing 

Lutherans, Lutheran CORE sup-

ports and connects Lutheran 

individuals and congregations 

who seek to live in accord with 

Biblical and confessional teach-

ings and practices. As a Prophetic Voice, Lutheran CORE advocates for 

Biblical authority and confessional fidelity among churches of the Lu-

theran community.” A few of the ways Lutheran CORE facilitates this 

is by providing online coaching for churches who are between pastors; 

resources that support Orthodox pastors within Lutheran denomina-

tions; and devotional and worship resources on their website: 

www.lutherancore.com. 

Outreach and Mercy         sharing and being the gifts 

Persecuted Christians in:  Uzbekistan; Laos;  

                                             Turkmenistan 

Sister Congregation: Lehurutshe Parish, South Africa 

Missionaries: Elliot & Serena Derricks, Lutheran Bible 

Translators 

Those who need our on-going prayers: Hilmar Baumann, Keith 

Borchardt, Les Brolliar, Mary Ellen Bureta, Michael Cornell, Sr., 

Rich Cornell, Abby Dobeck, Ruth Draeger, Carol Edelburg, Barbara 

Ellen, Dennis Falk, Rita Falk, Ben Fiedler, Marion Jehn, Avery 

Kluck, Kathy LaPorte, Debra Mertes, Bill Metter, Terry Miller, 

Maggie Otto, Marjorie Raddatz, Barb Ramker, Krista Salas, David 

Skola, Dave Torkko, Mike Trzebiatowski, Mark Wendorff, Zach 

Ziebell, Nancy, Jim, Richard, Lenette, Patty, Rachel, Zion’s home-

bound members. 

Praying                       in our prayers this week  
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Coming soon: Handchimes to Handbells! 
 
In the fall of 2014 a group of adventuresome 
people stepped forward to become a part of 
Zion’s new handchime choir.  The chimes were purchased earlier in 
2014 and were played for the first time on June 24 for a special cele-
bration of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist.  This faithful group 
has continued for seven years and grown in their musicianship.  Ear-
lier this spring, Bethany loaned us their 3 octave set of Schulmerich 
handbells.  You heard this instrument in worship on April 11.  The 
brilliance of the tone filled our sanctuary! 
 
In order to expand our music ministry, the time has come for Zion to 
purchase their own 3 octave set (37 bells) of Schulmerich handbells.  
The carillon you hear each day was crafted by Schulmerich - a well-
trusted name in carillons and handbells.  The cost to purchase this set 
is approximately $12,000.  This will include 37 bells with cases and 
a tool kit. 
 
What will happen to the handchimes? Will they be forgotten?  Not at 
all!  Not only can they be played with the handbells to create a beau-
tiful sound, but the Sunday School children will have more opportu-
nities to play handchimes during their music time!  On Mothers’ Day 
you heard them sing and ring “Jesus Loves Me!”  We hope you will 
make a contribution so that by the fall of 2021, the Zion Handchime 
Choir can become the Zion Handbell Choir. 
 
         “How often, making music, we have found  

 a new dimension in the world of sound 

          As worship moved us to a more profound  

    Alleluia!” 

 
Joy in Jesus, 
Kantor Beethe 

 

 

 

 A “Note” from Kantor  
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Deaths 

Dorothy J. Benda fell asleep in the Lord on April 
29 and now awaits the return of Christ and the res-
urrection of all flesh.  May God comfort Dorothy’s 
family and friends with the promise of resurrection 
in Christ. 
 

Tina M. Parker fell asleep in the Lord on May 5 and now awaits the 
return of Christ and the resurrection of all flesh.  May God comfort 
Tina’s family and friends with the promise of resurrection in Christ. 
 

Luther Square 
Donations continue to be received for develop-
ing Zion’s green space into an outdoor venue 
for ministry and engaging our neighbors.  To 
make your donation, you may use your regular 
offering envelope (write “Luther Square”) or 
share your offering through the church office.   
 

Altar Guild Meeting 

The date for our May meeting has been changed from 
Tuesday, May 18 to Tuesday, May 25.  Please be sure 
to mark this change on your calendars.  Pr. Johnson 
will be our guest speaker. 
 

Homeless Mats Project 

People are working diligently at their homes to make the homeless 
mats; over 50 mats have been made by the Zion vol-
unteers!  Stop by the church office to see an exam-
ple of the finished product. To ensure we can 

make even more, please continue to donate clean 

plastic bags from grocery stores, big box stores, and 
department stores.  Bring your bags to the church office 
and/or the conference room.  If you are interested in volunteering to 
help with one of the many steps involved (cutting the bags, tying the 
bags together or crocheting the plastic “yarn”) or for more informa-
tion, call Lori: 715-216-3441. 
 
 

News & Events 
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News & Events 

Want to Get Less Mail? 
If you would like to receive your weekly newsletter in an email, sent 
each Friday, please let the church office know.  You can read it and 
even print it this way in large print format.   
 
Of Special Note: Hospital Visitation 
If you find yourself or a loved one admitted to a local hospital, 
please alert the hospital staff that you would like your or your loved 
one’s name placed on Zion’s list.  The following hospitals have such 
a list that we call and check daily for parishioners who may need 
pastoral care:  
 

 Aspirus Wausau Hospital, Wausau 

 Marshfield Medical Center, Weston 

 Aspirus Langlade Hospital, Antigo 

 Marshfield Medical Center, Marshfield 
 

Lately, due perhaps to COVID-19 restric-
tions and the bustle of caring for patients, it has appeared that hospi-
tal staff may have overlooked asking if patients would like church 
visitation.  You are also always welcome to call the church office 
directly at 715-848-7286 to let the pastoral staff know about a hospi-
tal admission. 
 
Zion Member Needs a Ride! 

Ms. Grace Mueller is looking for a bless-
ing in the form of a ride to Zion’s 9 am 
service on Sundays.  She would need to be 
picked up from her apartment on Grand 
Ave. just south of Thomas St.  If you are 
able willing to provide transportation to 
Grace on one or several upcoming Sun-
days, feel free to contact her at 715-842-
0279. 
 

Portals of Prayer 

Copies of the April - June 2021 Portals of Prayer are available from 
the church office.  Large print copies are also available.  If you can-
not come to church to get a copy, call us to have one mailed to you. 
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News & Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Loss of Spouse Seminar 

An upcoming Loss of Spouse Seminar will be 
held May 20th (6pm—8pm) at Bethany Church, 
6601 Alderson St., Schofield, directly across 
from DC Everest High School.  This seminar 
will feature video interviews with Christian ex-
perts on grief and recovery topics from a biblical 
perspective.  The video seminar will be com-
bined with support group discussion.  Those that attend will receive 
a booklet with resources to guide them through their lives going for-
ward.  Cost is $5.  Child care may be available by reservation.  Con-
tact Patty at 715-573-8046 or Patty@Bethanyschofield.org for more 
information. 
 

Quilting 

Quilting will take place  May 18, June 7 and June 21 
from 1:00 pm to 3:30 p.m. in the church hall.  This pro-
ject supports Lutheran World Relief.  Volunteers are 
welcome! 
 

Phone Numbers 

The Elder Team has been busy calling all of Zion’s 
members.  They are finding a lot of disconnected 
phone numbers.  If you are using a new phone number 
and have discontinued your land-line, please let the 
church office know so we can update your information. 

Memorials and Other Gifts Received: 

 A contribution has been received from the Es-

tate of Dorothy Flees in memory of Dorothy 

and in thanksgiving for her many years of 

Christian faith. 

 In memory of Wayne Lawonn, Peggy Lawonn 
gave a gift to the Roof Fund. 

 In memory of Charles Lewitzke, Connie Lem-
mer gave a gift to the Luther Square Project. 
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Sunday • May 16 (Easter 7) 
9:00 AM Holy Communion; Live Radio Broadcast,  
  WSAU 550 AM 
10:00 AM Sunday School 
10:15 AM Bible Study, Facebook 
11:00 AM Holy Communion 
 

Monday • May 17  
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Tuesday • May 18  
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
9:00 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Staff Meeting 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
1:00 PM Quilting 
6:00 PM Elders Meeting 
7:00 PM Council Meeting 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Wednesday • May 19  
8:30 AM Word at the Middle of the Week, Facebook 
12:00 PM Music at Midday, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
6:30 PM Vespers 
6:30 PM Confirmation 
 

Thursday • May 20  
7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion  
6:00 PM Service of Holy Baptism 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Friday • May 21 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion  
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Saturday • May 22 
5:15 PM Communion 

Calendar     for the upcoming week 
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Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@zionlutheranwausau.com      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 

 


