THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE
Daily Devotion at Zion + May 23, 2021 AD + Pentecost Day

This Week: Heart Language
When God first speaks, the heart hears a foreign language.
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick,”
God says through the prophet Jeremiah. “Who can understand
it?” (Jeremiah 17:9) Or as He would say later, speaking from our
human flesh: “What comes out of the mouth proceeds from the
heart, and this defiles the person” (Matthew 15:18). The humanborn heart hums with a lie so ancient that people mistake it for a
natural part of their being and an inner oracle of some cosmic
law. Yet it speaks only the language of the solitary self, wrapped
up tight in the grammar of greed and the vocabulary of deception. To such a heart, God comes as a foreigner of sorts. From
His tongue rolls syllables of love, arranged by the logic of mercy
and punctuated with sacrificial death.
Can the human heart learn this new language?
Christian devotion arises from the divine promise that the answer is “yes.” “You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in
your heart and soul” (Deuteronomy 11:18). “If anyone loves me,
he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We will
come to him and make Our home with him” (John 14:23). As
foreign as God’s language may first sound, it is our true mother
tongue. Devotion, or daily prayer formed by the Word, plants
that language home, turning it into our only real “language of the
heart.”

About the Cover Art
Many if not most paintings of the events recorded in Acts 2 (the Day of
Pentecost) show the Holy Spirit pouring out holy fire upon the apostles
in the upper room. However, an equally important moment follows
when the apostles Peter preaches to the crowd in Jerusalem, and that
crowd hears the apostles all speaking in their own language (Acts 2:8).
Masolino de Panicale (d. 1447) captures that moment in this painting.
Notice the varied responses of the people to hearing the Gospel for the
first time: some are rapt with attention, while others mourn and some
sleep. So it ever goes when the Gospel reaches our “heart language.”
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Learning a New Language
One way to learn the devotion of the Church is to understand
it as learning a new language. Consider how we learn a language
as infants: 1) it comes to us from others, 2) it is part of the whole
fabric of our life, and 3) it shapes how we think and understand
the world. So it goes with the heart language of devotion.
First, it comes to us from others: the Scriptures and the traditions of the Church. It takes time to learn that language, and we
should not expect it to happen right away, but over the course of
our lives. Second, the language of Christian devotion comes with
a life attached to it, that is, a way of behaving, worshiping, praying, and suffering. Pick up that life — “Follow Me” — and
you’ll learn the language faster. Finally, as you shape your
mouth to that new language, you’ll find it reshaping your mind
also, renewing your vision of the world and teaching you to see
things as the Lord sees them through the eyes of mercy.

Daily Readings for the Week of May 30
S

Ecclesiasticus 43:1-12,
27-33
Ephesians 4:1-16
John 1:1-18

Th Ruth 3:1-18
1 Timothy 4:1-16
Luke 13:31-35
F

M Ruth 1:1-18
1 Timothy 1:1-17
Luke 13:1-9
T

Ruth 4:1-22
1 Timothy 5:17-25
Luke 14:1-11

Sa Deuteronomy 1:1-8
1 Timothy 6:6-21
Luke 14:12-24

Ruth 1:19-2:13
1 Timothy 1:18-2:8
Luke 13:10-17

These readings correspond
to pages 38-70 in Volume II
of For All the Saints.

W Ruth 2:14-23
1 Timothy 3:1-16
Luke 13:18-30
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Devotion: Caretaker of Culture
Language is to culture what milk is to cheese: take away the
milk, and you may still have salt and mold, but you won’t have
anything to eat. Neither will any culture survive without its own
speech, which is why so many nations insist on retaining their
language in some way. That language embodies and conveys the
logic of a culture’s values, customs, food, and selfunderstanding. Change a language, and you change a people.
Here is why people are only free if speech is free—and here
also is why Christianity, like no other religion, has served as very
sympathetic caretaker of the world’s cultures.
Unlike Islam and Judaism, both of which have a preferred and
authoritative language for their sacred texts (Arabic and Hebrew,
respectively), Christianity has translated its Scriptures and message into local languages, treating each language as equally capable of bearing the divine message that converts hearts. As a result, Christian devotion has not only preserved many languages
that would otherwise have been lost, it has also nourished many
cultures and brought them to their most vibrant expression.
To cite some examples: in art, Christian devotion to the Godmade-flesh has resulted in the unsurpassed portrait painting of
Europe. In the natural sciences, Christian devotion to the Father’s
creative power and mercy has led to advancements in technology
and health care. Our society may not always recognize it, but devotion to Jesus has inspired many of the things we cherish, fruit
of the Church’s language of the heart.

Shepherd’s Voice in the Summer
It’s been a privilege and blessing to provide weekly content to
encourage our home devotion this past year. From June through
August, an abbreviated Shepherd’s Voice will come to your
home once a month with Scripture readings as a new round of
material is planned and written for the fall.
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