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This Week: The Immeasurable Multitude 

 
God puts a limit on our counting. 

 

So far, of course, mankind hasn’t stopped counting; the num-

bers keep going higher and higher.  But when we come to God 

and His works, numbers as well as words fail us.  God simply 

will not be subjected to His creation’s categories and measure-

ments. 

 

Nowhere do we see it more clearly than in the book of Reve-

lation.  There we read that a “multitude no man can number” will 

populate the City of God in the age to come (Revelation 7:9).  

This crowd of saved people will include people of every “nation 

and tribe and kindred and language,” and it will gather around the 

Lamb of God on His throne.  The multitude of the redeemed will 

have order, but its size will transcend our thought and ability to 

grasp it.  God’s infinite love will find its final and finest expres-

sion in an infinite crowd of forgiven sinners. 

 

What role does that crowd play in our daily devotion? 

 

As we continue to understand more and more what beauty and 

glory the City of God holds, we might find our daily prayer 

strengthened and inspired by it.  Not only will we find ourselves 

praying for that multitude, we’ll also know ourselves to be pray-

ing with it, for we, too, are gathered around that eternal throne. 

About the Cover Art 
Albrecht Durer was a German artist who confessed a great admi-

ration for the writings of Luther, writing in one letter that they 

had delivered him from much despair.  He made this woodcut in 

1498 about 20 years before he read any of Luther’s books.  In it, 

we see the “multitude that no man can number” described in 

Revelation 7:9.  The sheer activity and busy-ness of the scene tes-

tify to what the Bible declares: that the number of the saved will 

boggle the mind when at least we join that sacred throng. 
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S Ezekiel 3:16-27      

        Ephesians 2:1-10 

 Matthew 10:24-33,  

  40-42 

 

M Ezekiel 4:1-17 

 Hebrews 6:1-12 

 Luke 9:51-62 

 

T Ezekiel 7:10-15, 23b-27 

 Hebrews 6:13-20 

 Luke 10:1-17 

 

W Ezekiel 11:14-25 

 Hebrews 7:1-17 

 Luke 10:17-24 

 

 

Th Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-32 

 Hebrews 7:18-28 

 Luke 10:25-37 

 

F Ezekiel 34:17-31 

 Hebrews 8:1-13 

 Luke 10:38-42 

 

Sa Ezekiel 43:1-12 

 Hebrews 9:1-14 

 Luke 11:14-23 

 

These readings correspond 

to pages 1167-1199  in Vol-

ume I of For All the Saints.  

To acquire For All the Saints 

or other devotionals, please 

contact the church office.   

Daily Readings for the Week of May 16 (Easter 7) 

Praying for the Multitude 
 

 How might we pray for the immeasurable multitude of the 

City of God?   

 

Imagine your family holds the same Christmas party every 

year.  Everyone gathers for this party without fail—it’s simply the 

way things are.  Yet even when such things are certain, we pray 

for them.  We pray for safety in travel, for the good health of the 

participants, and for the joy of the festivity.  In the same way, we 

know that Christ is coming again, and yet we pray for Him to 

come soon, and for His name to be glorified and His kingdom to 

come.  So also do we pray for the multitude of the beautiful City. 

 

Waiting to see it in its fullness, we pray for the conversion of 

the nations and our neighbors, that the multitude would grow; for 

the ministry by which that conversion happens; and for the pres-

ervation of believers in the faith, that we all arrive at that day in 

great joy.   
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Praying with the Multitude 
 

Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne,  

and to the Lamb! (Revelation 7:10) 
 

Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 

honor and power and might be to our God forever  

and ever! Amen. (Revelation 7:12) 

  

Christians have long recognized that they pray with the multitude 

of heaven.  As the pastor chants at Communion: “. . . And so with 

the church on earth and the whole host of heaven, we praise Your 

Name . . . .”  A deeper awareness of this fellowship, both with the 

saints at rest now and with the multitude of saints as it will be, 

can strengthen our daily prayer. 

 

1) Join them in that primary task of praising God.  Take the 

time to praise God more and more—perhaps even use the ex-

act words that the multitude uses, printed above. Notice that 

simply declaring what God has done or what He possesses 

(“Salvation belongs to our God . . . !”) 

2) Hold them in mind and heart as you worship and attend Holy 

Communion.  For it is there, at the altar where Christ dwells 

with us in His actual body and blood, that we find ourselves 

also before “the Lamb on His throne”—and thus united with 

that crowd. 

3) Increase your attention to the worldwide fellowship of the 

Church, or what we call the catholic church.  Pray for the 

saints in other nations; learn their troubles and sorrows and 

joys; consider how you might walk with them.  These are the 

saints you’ll join in that City—not to mention the ones right 

around you! 

4) Remember them in thanksgiving and prayer.  Learn some 

biographies of holy believers from earlier times.  Make it a 

point to give thanks for them, and to remember them as you 

pray to God, considering how their lives and deaths shine a 

light on your own. 


