
 

 

            THE LITURGY OF VESPERS 
          ASCENSION EVE 

 

Wednesday, May 12, 2021 
 

Please stand. 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 
L: Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 

 
 

L: We are illumined by the brightness of his rising. 

 
 

L: Death has no more dominion over us. 

  
 

Please light your candle from the aisle candles. 
 

L: Joyous light of glory: 

 

 

 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, for round us falls the eventide. 
O let your word, that saving light, shine forth undimmed into the 
night.           ~ St. Philip Melanchthon, 1540 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE THANKSGIVING 
L: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
 



 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
L: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led your people 

Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night: enlighten our 
darkness by the light of your Christ: may his Word be a lamp to our feet 
and a light to our path; for you are merciful, and you love your whole crea-
tion, and we, your creatures, glorify you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

 
 
Please be seated.   
 

THE PSALMODY 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

L: Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord, and let 
your lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds we may 
sing your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host, 
and may glorify you forever and ever. 

C: Amen 
 



 

You may leave your candle burning, or extinguish it, as you wish. 

 

PSALM 47 

L: Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!  

 

C: For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great king over 
all the earth. 

 

L: He subdued peoples under us, and nations under our feet.  

 

C: He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 

 

L: God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trum-
pet.  

 

C: Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing 
praises!  

 

L: For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm!  

 

C: God reigns over the nations; God sits on his holy throne.  

 

L: The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the God of Abra-
ham. For the shields of the earth belong to God; he is highly ex-
alted! 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, 

 and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

 

 



 

PSALM PRAYER  

L: Lord Jesus, the dominion of the universe is yours, for you have as-

cended on high and are seated on the throne prepared for you by the 

Father.  Gather all peoples into your Church and make them a holy na-

tion, a royal priesthood, your own chosen heritage, to praise and adore 

your divine majesty now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

HYMN  “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 
And be our future great reward. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Then, throned with You forever, we 
Shall praise Your name eternally. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

D O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
All praise to You let earth accord: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, 
With Father and with Spirit one. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

THE LESSON  .Acts of the Apostles 1: 1-11 
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 
teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive 
to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days 
and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 And while staying with them he or-
dered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, 
which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 So when they had 
come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Fa-
ther has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these 
things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 



 

sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two 
men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 

RESPONSORY 

L: In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the 

prophets. 

C: But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. 

 

Please stand (during the Easter season, we do not kneel for prayer). 

 

THE MAGNIFICAT  “My Soul Rejoices” 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

THE LITANY  Adoramus Te Domine (“We adore you, O Lord”) 

The response is introduced by the pastor.   

The congregation then sings it following each petition. 

 

Response (R):  

 
 

L: With the angels and archangels: R 

 With the patriarchs and prophets: R  

 With the Virgin Mary mother of God: R  

 With the Apostles and evangelists: R  

With all the martyrs of Christ: R  

 With all who witness to the Gospel of the Lord: R  

 With all your people of the Church throughout the world: R  

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER 

L: I thank you, my heavenly Father, 

C: through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I 

have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into your 

hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  

Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen 

 
 
BENEDICAMUS 
L: Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 
BENEDICTION 
L: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

 
 

+ + + 
 



 

 
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde 
Organist:  Kantor Irene Beethe 
 

THE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION is tomorrow, May 13.   
Holy Communion will be celebrated at 12:15 PM 
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Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


