
 

 

            THE LITURGY OF VESPERS 
 

Wednesday, May 26, 2021 
 

Please stand. 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 
L: Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 

 
 

L: We are illumined by the brightness of his rising. 

 
 

L: Death has no more dominion over us. 

  
 

Please light your candle from the aisle candles. 
 

L: Joyous light of glory: 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, for round us falls the eventide. 
O let your word, that saving light, shine forth undimmed into the 
night.           ~ St. Philip Melanchthon, 1540 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE THANKSGIVING 
L: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
 



 

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
L: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led your people 

Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night: enlighten our 
darkness by the light of your Christ: may his Word be a lamp to our feet 
and a light to our path; for you are merciful, and you love your whole crea-
tion, and we, your creatures, glorify you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

 
 
Please be seated.   
 

THE PSALMODY 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

L: Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord, and let 
your lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds we may 
sing your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host, 
and may glorify you forever and ever. 

C: Amen 
 



 

You may leave your candle burning, or extinguish it, as you wish. 

 

PSALM 103 

L: Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name!  

 

C: Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits,  

 

L: who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,  

 

C: who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with stead-
fast love and mercy,  

 

L: who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s.  

 

C: The LORD works righteousness and justice for all who are op-
pressed.  

 

L: He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel.  

 

C: The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abound-
ing in steadfast love.  

 

L: He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. 

 

C: He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us ac-
cording to our iniquities. 

 

L: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his stead-
fast love toward those who fear him;  

 

C: as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our 
transgressions from us.  

 



 

L: As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows 
compassion to those who fear him.  

 

C: For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust.  

 

L: As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the 
field;  

 

C: or the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no 
more.  

 

L: But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting 
on those who fear him, and his righteousness to children’s children,  

 

C: to those who keep his covenant and remember to do his command-
ments.  

 

L: The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom 
rules over all.  

 

C: Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his 
word, obeying the voice of his word!  

 

L: Bless the LORD, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his will!  

 

C: Bless the LORD, all his works, in all places of his dominion. Bless 
the LORD, O my soul! 

 
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, 

 and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 



 

PSALM PRAYER  

L: Lord, you have compassion for the sinner, as a father has compassion for his 

children.  Heal the weakness of your people and save us from everlasting 

death, that with the saints and angels we may praise and glorify you, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

HYMN  “Holy Spirit, Light Divine”  

 

 

 

 

THE LESSON  Revelation 22:1-9 
1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the 
city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 
yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the na-
tions. 3No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4They will see his face, and 
his name will be on their foreheads. 5And night will be no more. They will need no 
light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign for-
ever and ever. 6And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And 
the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his ser-
vants what must soon take place.” 7“And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the 
one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 8I, John, am the one who 
heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to wor-



 

ship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9but he said to me, 
“You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers 
the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship 
God.” 

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 

RESPONSORY 

L: In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the 

prophets. 

C: But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. 

 

Please kneel. 

 

THE MAGNIFICAT  “My Soul Rejoices” 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

THE LITANY  Adoramus Te Domine (“We adore you, O Lord”) 

The response is introduced by the pastor.   

The congregation then sings it following each petition. 

 

Response (R):  

 
 

L: With the angels and archangels: R 

 With the patriarchs and prophets: R  

 With the Virgin Mary mother of God: R  

 With the Apostles and evangelists: R  

With all the martyrs of Christ: R  

 With all who witness to the Gospel of the Lord: R  

 With all your people of the Church throughout the world: R  

 

PRAYER 

L: I thank you, my heavenly Father, 

C: through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously kept me this 

day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done 



 

wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into your hands I com-

mend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let your holy angel 

be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen 

 
 
BENEDICAMUS 
L: Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 
BENEDICTION 
L: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

 
 

+ + + 
 
 
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson 
Organist:  Kantor Irene Beethe 
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Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


