A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
A day in Your
court, heavenly Father, is
better than a
thousand elsewhere. I
would rather
be a door
keeper Your
house than
dwell in the
tents of wickedness (Psalm
84:10). Help
me to savor
this day for all
it’s worth, relishing in the
promise of being chosen
and having a
place at Your
side forevermore in the
City of God.
Amen.

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 9, 2021 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
As we know from experience, good friends are hard to come
by. This makes Jesus’ words to the disciples all the more astounding: “You are my friends…” He calls these men His
friends knowing they all would fail Him at the Cross. This
God certainly makes strange friends, doesn’t He? Perhaps one
of the strangest group of friends was the ancient city of Nineveh who, for a time, were friends with the one true God. Can
enemies become friends? Yes! Welcome to the City of God.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today






Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Mary Borchardt, in loving memory
of her sister, Betty Pusheck.
The flowers at the Altar are sponsored in memory of Elroy Tapper’s death on
4/21/2020 by his wife Mary Ann and children: Jeff, Kim, Amy and Lisa.
The bulletins are sponsored anonymously for the strengthening and in celebration of all women, past, present and future, who mother Christ’s flock through
the challenges and joys of this earthly life.
The sponsor charts for 2021 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
Interpretations on “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”
...John A. Behnke
...Michael Burkhardt
...Benjamin Kolodziej

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand and turn toward the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!”

The Bible tells
us to love our
neighbors,
and also to
love our enemies; probably because
they generally they are
the same people.
~ G.K. Chesterton, died
1936 A.D.
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Hallelujah, angels, sing!
Join us in our hymn of praise,
Let your chorus swell the strain
Which our feebler voices raise:
Glory to our God above
And on earth His peace and love!
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GREETING
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
While Adam
and Even
lived in a garden that was
invaded by
the city of
man, all who
have been
reborn by the
Spirit will
live forever in
the security
and serenity
of the city of
God, the New
Jerusalem.
This means
that though
we find ourselves living
in the city of
man, which
tells us its
lies and tries
to trap us in
its allures, it
doesn’t define
us and cannot
claim us at its
own...

P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
...We live
here as
strangers and
aliens. Our
roots, our
citizenship,
and our hopes
are anchored
in the soil of
the city of
God.
~ Nancy
Guthrie,
Even Better
than Eden,
2018 A.D.
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Great is the
LORD and
greatly to be
praised in the
city of our
God!
His holy
mountain,
beautiful in
elevation, is
the joy of all
the earth,
Mount Zion,
in the far
north, the
city of the
great King.
Within her
citadels God
has made
Himself
known as a
fortress.
~ Psalm
48:1-3

6

SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Let us pray . . . O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your
holy inspiration grant that we may think those things that are
right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever
Amen

C:

Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON Acts of the Apostles 10: 34-48
34Peter

opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God
shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him
and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36As for the word that
he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus
Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know what happened
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that
John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.
39And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the
Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a
tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God
as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. 42And he commanded us to preach to the people and to tes7

.

tify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living
and the dead. 43To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all
who heard the word. 45And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of
the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they
were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then
Peter declared, 47“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these
people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48And
he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
Then they asked him to remain for some days.
L: Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 98
L:

Oh sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salva- | tion for him.

C:

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.

L:

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation | of our God.

C:

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!

L:

Sing praises to the LORD | with the lyre,*
with the lyre and the sound of | melody!
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C:

With trumpets and the sound | of the horn*
make a joyful noise before the | King, the LORD!

L:

Let the sea roar, and all that | fills it;*
the world and those who | dwell in it!

C:

Let the rivers clap their hands;
let the hills sing for joy together
be- | fore the LORD,*
for he comes to | judge the earth.

L:

He will judge the world with | righteousness,*
and the peoples with | equity.

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy |Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

SECOND LESSON 1 John 5: 1-8
1Everyone

who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of
God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been
born of him. 2By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For this is the
love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4For everyone who has been born of
God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6This is he
who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only
but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify:
8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Please stand.

VERSE “Alleluia”

. . . Carl F. Schalk

Choir: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
In addition to
peace, [Jesus]
announced
that He was
leaving them
three other
things—His
love, His joy,
and the enmity of the
world. All
these gifts are
connected.
The peace
that Jesus
gives is inseparably
connected to
the love that
He sheds
abroad in the
hearts of
those who are
His, and that
love and
peace are the
basis for our
participation
in His joy...

Congregation:

Choir: All who love Me will keep My word,
and My Father will love them,
and We will come to them
and make Our home with them.
Congregation:

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.

9[Jesus

said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.
Abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide
in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and
10

abide in his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
13Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life
for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command
you. 15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not
know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all
that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16You
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.
17These things I command you, so that you will love one another.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
11

...His peace,
love, and joy
persist
through all
the world’s
hatred and
sustain the
Christian as
he endures it.
~ R.C.
Sproul,
John,
2009 A.D.

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
The men of
Nineveh will
rise up at the
judgment
with this generation and
condemn it,
for the repented at the
preaching of
Jonah, and
behold, something greater
than Jonah is
here.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life  of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”

~ Matthew
12:41
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5

(sung by soloist)
God said to His belovèd Son:
“It’s time to have compassion.
Then go, bright jewel of My crown,
And bring to all salvation.
From sin and sorrow set them free;
Slay bitter death for them that they
May live with You forever.”

6

The Son obeyed His Father’s will,
Was born of virgin mother;
And God’s good pleasure to fulfill,
He came to be my brother.
His royal pow’r disguised He bore;
A servant’s form, like mine, He wore
To lead the devil captive.

7

Jonah began
to go into the
city
[Nineveh],
going a day's
journey. And
he called out,
“Yet forty
days, and
Nineveh shall
be overthrown!” And
the people of
Nineveh believed God.
They called
for a fast
and put on
sackcloth,
from the
greatest of
them to the
least of them.
~ Jonah 3:4-5

To me He said: “Stay close to Me,
I am your rock and castle.
Your ransom I Myself will be;
For you I strive and wrestle.
For I am yours, and you are Mine,
And where I am you may remain;
The foe shall not divide us.
13

Jonah had
hoped, right
to the end,
that God
would somehow destroy
Nineveh. He
now found it
loathsome
that Yahweh
could have let
the forty days
go by without
doing anything. Nothing had happened. The
city had gone
back to its
business. Obviously Yahweh had decided not to
overthrow
hated Nineveh. He had
accepted the
prayers of
these oppressors, these
international
outlaws! In
the same way
he had once
spared the
Israelites, his
own covenant
people...

8

“Though he will shed My precious blood,
Me of My life bereaving,
All this I suffer for your good;
Be steadfast and believing.
Life will from death the vict’ry win;
My innocence shall bear your sin,
And you are blest forever.

9

“Now to My Father I depart,
From earth to heav’n ascending,
And, heav’nly wisdom to impart,
The Holy Spirit sending;
In trouble He will comfort you
And teach you always to be true
And into truth shall guide you.

10 (sung by soloist)
“What I on earth have done and taught
Guide all your life and teaching;
So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought
And honored in your preaching.
But watch lest foes with base alloy
The heav’nly treasure should destroy;
This final word I leave you.”

SERMON
“The City of God, Part 6: Saving Nineveh”
Please stand.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Standing in the glorious light of the resurrection, let us pray.

P: . . . O Lord of life,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Hear our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our crucified and
risen Savior.
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C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen” (sung by the vocalists)
1

Alleluia!
Jesus is risen!
Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
Splendor, the Lamb,
Heaven forever!
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! Refrain

Refrain

2

Jesus is risen and we shall arise:
Give God the glory! Alleluia!

Walking the way,
Christ in the center
Telling the story to open our eyes;
Breaking our bread,
Giving us glory:
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Refrain

3

Jesus the vine,
We are the branches;
Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;
Heaven to earth,
Christ to the people,
Gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain

4

Weeping, be gone;
Sorrow, be silent:
Death put asunder, and Easter is bright.
Cherubim sing:
“O grave, be open!”
Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. Refrain
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...he had now
spared Assyrians, the very
enemies of his
own people.
How could
Yahweh do
such a thing?
In fact, Jonah
knew very well
how Yahweh
could do what
he had done. He
had always
known it, but
had not wanted
to face it.
~ Douglas
Stewart,
Word Biblical
Commentary,
1987 A.D.

5

City of God,
Easter forever,
Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,
River of life,
Saints and archangels,
Sing with creation to God the I AM! Refrain

Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Living God,
C: in Christ you will raise us up from death to eternal life. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our
Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in His body and
blood. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (chanted by the Sunday School children)
ACCLAMATION
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.
C: Alleluia!
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SEQUENCE HYMN “Christ Is Arisen”

It looks as
though God
intends to
flood the universe with
Himself, as
though the
universe, the
entire cosmos,
was designed
as a receptacle for His
love. We
might even
suggest, as
part of a
Christian
aesthetic, that
the world is
beautiful not
just because
it hauntingly
reminds us of
its creator but
also because
it is pointing
forward...

Please be seated.
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DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION MUSIC
The vocalists will sing the following hymns during the distribution. You
may use this time for prayerful meditation.
“Jesus Loves Me”
1 Jesus loves me! This I know, For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.
Refrain
Ref. Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.
2

Jesus loves me! He who died, Heaven’s gates to open wide.
He has washed away my sin, Lets His little child come in.
Refrain
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...it is designed
to be filled,
flooded,
drenched in
God, as a chalice
is beautiful not
least because of
what we know it
is designed to
contain or as a
violin is beautiful not least because we know
the music of
which it is capable.
~ N.T. Wright,
Surprised by
Hope, 2008
A.D.

The Supreme
Good of the
City of God is
everlasting
and perfect
peace, which
is not the
peace through
which men
pass in their
mortality, in
their journey
from birth to
death, but
that peace in
which they
remain in
their immortal state, experiencing no
adversity at
all...Present
reality without that hope
is, to be sure,
a false happiness, in fact,
and utter
misery.
~ St.
Augustine,
The City of
God,
Book XIX,
Chapter 21

“Christ is Surely Coming”
1 Christ is surely coming, Bringing His reward,
Alpha and Omega, First and Last and Lord:
Root and Stem of David, Brilliant Morning Star;
Meet your Judge and Savior, Nations near and far!
2

See the holy city! There they enter in,
All by Christ made holy, Washed from ev’ry sin:
Thirsty ones, desiring, All He loves to give,
Come for living water, Freely drink, and live!

3

Grace be with God’s people! Praise His holy name!
Father, Son and Spirit, Evermore the same;
Hear the certain promise, From the eternal home:
“Surely I come quickly! Come, Lord Jesus, come!”

“Now the Green Blade Rises”
1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
Wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been;
Love is come again like wheat arising green.
2

In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,
Thinking that he would never wake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;
Love is come again like wheat arising green.

3

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for three days in the grave had lain;
Raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
Love is come again like wheat arising green.

4

When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain,
Your touch can call us back to life again;
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been
Love is come again like wheat arising green.
20

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Alleluia!
C: Christ is risen. Alleluia!
Please turn toward the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary.

RECESSIONAL HYMN “Come, We That Love the Lord”
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A Prayer
as You Go
Holy Lord,
how can I
not help
but to be
filled with
wonder
and awe
for all You
do to populate Your
holy city
with forgiven rebels as ourselves!
Through
Jesus, the
beloved
Son, we
have become Your
friends and
inheritors
of your everlasting
city. In Jesus’ name I
give thanks
and say,
Amen.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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...Kevin Hildebrand
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