A Prayer Upon
Entering
Church
O God, who
has spoken to
us through the
Scriptures of
old, help us to
speak to You,
while we use
these same
Scriptures now.
We could not
know You, or
address You,
had You not
revealed Yourself unto us;
and the words
which we now
utter proceed
from those
which our fathers heard of
old, and knew
to be Your own.
For these we
give perpetual
thanks. Amen
~ Anonymous,
For All the
Saints

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 11, 2021 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. A head upon a platter! What vile
hope or desire could lead to such a thing? Yet so it happened to
holy John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ. His imprisonment and death testify to the violence that the kingdom suffers,
but they also expose the sin of the world and grace and life of
Jesus Christ. That grace and life come to you still today,
wrapped up in the same body and blood that suffered and died
on the cross and yet triumphed over death for our sake.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today



The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Lois and Jerry Jarosz in honor of Mildred Wurster’s 93rd birthday on July 9.
The flowers at the lectern and pulpit are sponsored by Gerald and Shirley Kieckhaefer in loving memory of their daughter Connie Meurett (b. 7/15/62—d.
3/6/12) and their son-in-law Dean Meurett (b. 6/12/60—d. 6/26/13).

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
“Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern (O Holy Spirit, Enter In)”
… Dietrich Buxtehude

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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Come,
my friends,
‘Tis not
too late
to seek a
newer world.
~ Alfred Lord
Tennyson
(d. 1892),
Ulysses

We begin by
teaching that
our works
cannot reconcile us with
God or obtain
grace for us,
for this happens only
through faith,
that is, when
we believe
that our sins
are forgiven
for Christ’s
sake, Who
alone is the
mediator Who
reconciles the
Father. Whoever imagines
that he can
accomplish
this by works,
or that he can
merit grace,
despises
Christ and
seeks his own
way to God,
contrary to
the Gospel.
~ The
Lutheran
Confessions,
Augsburg
Confession,
1530 A.D.

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN “O Holy Spirit, Enter In
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

“You shall
have no other
gods.” That
is, you shall
regard me
alone as your
God. What
does this
mean, and
how is it to be
understood?
What is it to
have a god?
What is God?
Answer: A
god is that to
which we look
for all good
and in which
we find refuge in every
time of need .
..

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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SALUTATION and COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P: Let us pray . . . O Lord, You granted Your prophets strength to
resist the temptations of the devil and courage to proclaim repentance. Give us pure hearts and minds to follow Your Son
faithfully even into suffering and death; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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. . . To have a
god is nothing
else than to
trust and believe him with
our whole
heart. As I
have often
said, the trust
and faith of the
heart alone
make both God
and an idol. If
your faith and
trust are right,
then your God
is the true
God. On the
other hand, if
your trust is
false and
wrong, then
you have not
the true God.
For these two
belong together, faith
and God. That
to which your
heart clings
and entrust
itself is, I say,
really your
God.
~ Martin
Luther,
Large
Catechism

OLD TESTAMENT Amos 7:7-15
7This

[T]he Christian is precisely the one
who knows
that the true
reality of the
world – of
this world, of
this life of
ours is in
Christ . . . In
its selfsufficiency
the world and
all that exists
in it has no
meaning . . .
And as long
as we live
after the fashion of this
world, as
long, in other
words, as we
make our life
an end in itself, no meaning and no
goal stand,
for they are
dissolved in
death . . .

is what [the Lord God] showed me: behold, the Lord was
standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in
his hand. 8And the LORD said to me,
“Amos, what do you see?”
And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,
“Behold, I am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
I will never again pass by them;
9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel,
saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house
of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos
has said,
“‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.’”
12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of
Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy there, 13but never again
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple
of the kingdom.” 14Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I
was no prophet, nor a prophet’s son, but I was a herdsman and a
dresser of sycamore figs. 15But the LORD took me from following
the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 85
L: Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to | folly.
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C: Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,*
that glory may dwell | in our land.
L: Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;*
righteousness and peace kiss each | other.
C: Faithfulness springs up | from the ground,*
and righteousness looks down | from the sky.
L: Yes, the LORD will give | what is good,*
and our land will yield its | increase.
C: Righteousness will go be- | fore him*
and make his foot- | steps a way.
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy |Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3-14
3Blessed

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love
5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished
upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in
Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him,
things in heaven and things on earth. 11In him we have obtained an
inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of
him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise
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It is only
when we give
up freely, totally, unconditionally, the
selfsufficiency of
our life, when
we put all its
meaning in
Christ, that
the “newness
of life” –
which means
a new possession of the
world – is
given to us.
The world
then truly
becomes the
sacrament of
Christ’s presence, and
growth of the
Kingdom and
of life eternal.
For Christ,
“being raised
from the dead,
dies no more;
death has no
more dominion over
Him” . . .
[continued
next page]

[from previous page]
. . . Baptism
is thus the
death of our
selfishness
and selfsufficiency,
and it is the
“likeness of
Christ’s
death” because Christ’s
death is the
unconditional
selfsurrender.
And as
Christ’s death
“trampled
down death”
because in it
the ultimate
meaning and
strength of
life were revealed, so also
does our dying with him
unite us with
the new “life
in God.”
~ Alexander
Schmemann,
1921-1983
A.D.

of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with
the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter.

14King

Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some
said, “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why
these miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15But others said,
“He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the
prophets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John,
whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 17For it was Herod who had
sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he had married her.
18For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to
have your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge against
10

him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 20for Herod
feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he
kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and
yet he heard him gladly. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on
his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22For when Herodias’s daughter
came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the
king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will
give it to you.” 23And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I
will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 24And she went out and
said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The
head of John the Baptist.” 25And she came in immediately with
haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once
the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26And the king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not
want to break his word to her. 27And immediately the king sent an
executioner with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison 28and brought his head on a platter and
gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a
tomb.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES CREED
P:
C:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
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He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus Priceless Treasure”
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5

Evil world, I leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.

6

Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!

SERMON
“The Head upon the Platter”
Please kneel.
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There in
God’s garden
stands the
Tree of Wisdom, whose
leaves hold
forth the healing of the nations: Tree of
all knowledge, Tree of
all compassion, Tree of
all beauty.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . Lord in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

Its name is
Jesus, name
that says,
“Our Saviour!” There
on its
branches see
the scars of
suffering; see
where the
tendrils of
our human
selfhood feed
on its lifeblood.
Thorns not
His own are
tangled in its
foliage; our
greed has
starved it, our
despite has
choked it.

OFFERTORY “Come, Thou Fount of Ev’ry Blessing”
The Vocalists will sing Stanzas 1 & 2.
The Congregation will sing Stanza 3 & 4.

1

Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore Thee;
May I still Thy goodness prove.

2

Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I’ve come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand’ring from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.
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Congregation:

Yet, look! It
lives! Its grief
has not destroyed it nor
fire consumed
it. See how its
branches reach
to us in welcome; hear
what the voice
says, “Come to
me, ye weary!
Give me your
sickness; give
me all your
sorrow; I will
give blessing.”
This is my
ending, this
my resurrection; into Your
hands, Lord, I
commit my
spirit.

Please stand.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and great mercies. Grant us so to
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.
Amen

This have I
searched for;
now I can possess it. This
ground is holy.
~ Pecselyi
Kiraly Imre,
1585-1641
A.D.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The holiness
of God invites
us to glorify
Him with the
holy choir of
the angels:
Holy, holy,
holy is the
Lord God of
Sabaoth. (Is.
6:3)
~ Abraham
Calov,
1612-1686
A.D.

P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
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Similarly, the
wine of
Christ’s blood,
drawn from
the many
grapes of the
vineyard that
He had
planted, is extracted in the
winepress of
the cross.
When men
receive it with
believing
hearts, like
capacious
wineskins, it
ferments
within them
by its own
power.
~ Gaudentius,
300s A.D.

Authentic
Christian
worship must
always convey something of the
impression –
a reflection of
the glory of
the Lord
Christ – the
majesty of the
King of
Glory. For it
is the glorified Christ
Who stands
in the midst
of His disciples and
brings them
His message
of heavenly
peace. His
presence in
our worship
means that
the world to
come . . .
breaks in
upon this
world, and
heaven comes
down to
earth . . .

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.
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COMMUNION HYMNS
The musicians will share the following music during the distribution.
Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart
Lord, Thee I love with all my heart;
I pray Thee, ne’er from me depart,
With tender mercy cheer me.
Earth has no pleasure I would share.
Yea, heav’n itself were void and bare
If Thou, Lord, wert not near me.
And should my heart for sorrow break,
My trust in Thee can nothing shake.
Thou art the portion I have sought;
Thy precious blood my soul has bought.
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord,
Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word.
Yea, Lord, ’twas Thy rich bounty gave
My body, soul, and all I have
In this poor life of labor.
Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place
May glorify Thy lavish grace
And serve and help my neighbor.
Let no false doctrine me beguile;
Let Satan not my soul defile.
Give strength and patience unto me
To bear my cross and follow Thee.
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord,
In death Thy comfort still afford.
Lord, let at last Thine angels come,
To Abr’ham’s bosom bear me home,
That I may die unfearing;
And in its narrow chamber keep
My body safe in peaceful sleep
Until Thy reappearing.
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. . . During the
days of our life
here on earth
we already
partake of the
kingdom that
is to come. We
enter into the
new order of
things inaugurated by Christ
on the day of
His ascension.
The divine
service of the
church is at
the same time
the worship of
pilgrims and
travellers on
this earth and
the worship of
citizens of the
heavenly city
who have already come to
the end of their
pilgrimage.
For “we have
not here a lasting city” and
“our manner
of living is in
the heavens.”
~ A Liturgy
Sourcebook

And then from death awaken me,
That these mine eyes with joy may see,
O Son of God, Thy glorious face,
My Savior and my fount of grace.
Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend,
And I will praise Thee without end.
Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise
Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise
With one accord our parting hymn of praise;
Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease,
Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of peace.
Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way;
With Thee began, with Thee shall end, the day.
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
That in this house have called upon Thy name.
Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming night;
Turn Thou for us its darkness into light.
From harm and danger keep Thy children free;
For dark and light are both alike to Thee.
Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life,
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease,
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace.
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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A Prayer
As You Go

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

SILENT PRAYER
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Almighty
God, Who
are the protector of all
who trust in
You, without
Whose grace
no one is able
to do anything, or to
stand before
You: Grant
us richly
Your mercy,
that by Your
holy inspiration we may
think what is
right and by
Your power
perform the
same; for the
sake of Jesus
Christ our
Lord. Amen
~ Martin
Luther

POSTLUDE
“Prelude and Fugue in D Minor (BWV 554)”

… J.S. Bach

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Christopher S. Johnson
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
(Pr. Johnson to Bethany at 10:30am)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Violin: Mary Premeau
Vocalists: Katie Covi; Jessica Ray
Acolyte: Sarah Gjerde
Lector: Robert Hochberger
Radio Announcer: Scott Schubring
Elder: Lynn Budnik
Ushers: Janet Dettmering; Marty Dettmering; Gary Wolslegel;
Sue Wolslegel
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Pam Hoppe
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