A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
You put me
on the
stretch, O
God. You do
me the honor
of putting me
to the test
as You once
tested our
father Abraham. You
bid me do the
impossible:
not only to
endure the
tempering
heat of trial
but to rejoice
in it—
impossible!
But . . . .
[continued on
page 20, “A
Prayer As You
Go”]

The Feast of Saint James the Elder
July 25, 2021 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. What then shall we say to the sufferings of this world? As Martin Luther would frequently point
out: believers don’t have to go looking for a cross; the cross finds
them. It found St. James, the brother of St. John, both of them
apostles of Christ. James was beheaded for believing in our
Lord. What did he say to these things? What does God say to
them? How do the things that God says strengthen you to bear
the cross?

Sharing God’s Blessings Today




The Radio broadcast is sponsored anonymously to the glory of God.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored in loving memory of Lloyd Mueller (b.
12/3/26—d. 7/30/12) by Elaine, Tom, John and Richard.
The bulletins are sponsored anonymously in honor and thanksgiving for Donna
Nuernberg’s birthday on July 26th.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
Five Interpretations on“Praise the Almighty, My Soul Adore Him”
… Jacob B. Weber; Irene Beethe; Michael Burkhardt;
Jan Bender; Jacob B. Weber

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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All of Scripture is pure
Christ.
~ Martin
Luther

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN “Praise the Almighty”
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
The beginning and the
end of all
Christian
leadership is
to give your
life for others.
Thinking
about martyrdom can be
an escape
unless we
realize that
real martyrdom means a
witness that
starts with
the willingness to cry
with those
who cry,
laugh with
those who
laugh, and to
make one’s
own painful
and joyful
experiences
available as
sources of
clarification
and understanding . . .

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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. . . Who can
save a child
from a burning house
without taking
the risk of being hurt by the
flames? Who
can listen to a
story of loneliness and despair without
taking the risk
of experiencing
similar pains
in his own
heart and even
losing his precious peace of
mind? In
short: “Who
can take away
suffering without entering
it?” . . .

SALUTATION and COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

[continued
next page]
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[from previous page]
. . . The great
illusion of
leadership is
to think that
man can be
led out of the
desert by
someone who
has never
been there.
Our lives are
filled with
examples
which tell us
that leadership asks for
understanding and that
understanding requires
sharing . . .

P: Let us pray . . . O gracious God, Your servant and apostle
James was the first among the Twelve to suffer martyrdom for
the name of Jesus Christ. Pour out upon the leaders of Your
Church that spirit of self-denying service that they may forsake
all false and passing allurements and follow Christ alone, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

FIRST READING Acts 11:27—12:5
27Now

in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Anone of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by
tioch.
the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world (this
took place in the days of Claudius). 29So the disciples determined,
everyone according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. 30And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand
of Barnabas and Saul. 1About that time Herod the king laid violent
hands on some who belonged to the church. 2He killed James the
brother of John with the sword, 3and when he saw that it pleased
the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the
days of Unleavened Bread. 4And when he had seized him, he put
him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to
guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the
people. 5So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him
was made to God by the church.
28And

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 56
L: Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples | on me;*
all day long an attacker op- | presses me;
C: my enemies trample on me | all day long,*
for many attack me | proudly.
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L: When I | am afraid,*
I put my | trust in you.
C: In God, whose word I praise,
in God I trust; I shall not | be afraid.*
What can flesh | do to me?
L: All day long they in- | jure my cause;*
all their thoughts are against me for | evil.
C: They stir up strife, they lurk;
they | watch my steps,*
as they have waited | for my life.
L: For their crime will | they escape?*
In wrath cast down the peoples, | O God!
C: You have kept count of my tossings;
put my tears in your | bottle.*
Are they not | in your book?
L: Then my enemies will turn back
in the day | when I call.*
This I know, that God is | for me.
C: In God, whose | word I praise,*
in the LORD, whose | word I praise,
L: in God I trust; I shall not | be afraid.*
What can man | do to me?
C: I must perform my vows to you, | O God;*
I will render thank offerings | to you.
L: For you have delivered my soul from death,
yes, my feet from | falling,*
that I may walk before God
in the | light of life.
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. . . So long as
we define
leadership in
terms of preventing or
establishing
precedents, or
in terms of
being responsible for some
kind of abstract
“general
good,” we
have forgotten that no
God can save
us except a
suffering
God, and that
no man can
lead his people except the
man who is
crushed by its
sins.
~ Henri
Nouwen,
The
Wounded
Healer,
1979 A.D.

All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy |Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

EPISTLE Romans 8:28-39
28We

For just as
irrigated
plants naturally grow in
size, so too
our faith
when embattled blooms
all the more,
and when
harassed multiplies. Indeed, irrigating with water doesn’t
usually make
orchards
thrive in the
same way as
the martyrs’
blood naturally waters
the Churches.
~ John
Chrysostom
(347-407
A.D.)

know that for those who love God all things work together for
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29For those
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also called, and
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified
he also glorified. 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is
for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son
but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who
is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or
sword? 36As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.
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VERSE

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 10th chapter.

35And

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to [Jesus] and
said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of
you.” 36And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for
you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right
hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38Jesus said to them, “You
do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup
that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am
baptized?” 39And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to
them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism
with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40but to sit at my
right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for
whom it has been prepared.” 41And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42And Jesus called them to
him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43But it shall not be so among you. But
whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44and
whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45For even
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”
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By the cross
death was
slain and
Adam was
restored to
life. The
cross is the
glory of all
the apostles,
the crown of
the martyrs,
the sanctification of the
saints. By
the cross we
put on Christ
and cast aside
our former
self. By the
cross we, the
sheep of
Christ, have
been gathered
into one flock,
destined for
the sheepfolds
of heaven.
~ Theodore,
700s A.D.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

What is the
distinction
between misfortune and
an obstacle?
Misfortune
weighs you
down, while
an obstacle
overwhelms
you. In misfortune you
are able to
suffer, to
overcome, to
remain faithful, and to
avoid sin. If
you do this,
no misfortune
can overwhelm you.
You are no
more harmed
by misfortune
than an olive
is in a press
because the
press does not
blot out the
olive but
merely forces
the oil out . . .

APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “By All Your Saints in Warfare”
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SERMON
“What Shall We Say to These Things?”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.

P: . . . Lord in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
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. . . And so if
you praise
God while
weighed down
by misfortune, how
beneficial is
the press that
forces these
praises out.
When put in
chains, the
Apostles were
oppressed by
misfortune,
and in this
misfortune
they exclaimed the
praises of
God.
~ Augustine
(354-420
A.D.),
Sermon 81

Please be seated.

OFFERTORY “Amazing Grace”
The Vocalists will sing Stanzas 1 –2
The Congregation will sing Stanzas 3 - 5

1

Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see!

2

The Lord has promised good to me,
His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

Congregation:

Please stand.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and great mercies. Grant us so to
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us.
Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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But it is not
only the martyrs who
share in his
passion by
their glorious
courage! The
same is true,
by faith, of all
who are born
again in Baptism.
That is why
are are to
celebrate the
Lords paschal
sacrifice with
the unleavened bread of
sincerity and
truth.
The leaven of
our former
malice is
thrown out,
and a new
creature is
filled and inebriated with
the Lord himself . . .

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
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ACCLAMATION
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
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. . . For the
effect of our
sharing in the
body and blood
of Christ is to
change us into
what we received.
As we have
died with him,
and have been
buried and
raised to life
with him, so
we bear him
within us, both
in body and in
spirit, in everything we do.
~ Leo the
Great
400-461
A.D.),
Paschal
Homily

Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.

Finally, how
confident the
Holy Supper
makes us
with respect
to the corruption of our
body! The
Holy Supper
is a true new
tree of life.
The first
Christians
were well acquainted with
all of this. For
this reason
they called
the Holy Supper the viaticum [the
“provision for
the journey”]
of dying
Christians . .
.

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
The musicians will share the following music during the distribution.
Wide Open Stand the Gates
Wide open stand the gates adorned with pearl,
While round God’s golden throne
The choirs of saints in endless circles curl,
And joyous praise the Son!
They watch Him now descending
To visit waiting earth.
The Lord of Life unending
Brings dying hope new birth!
He speaks the Word the bread and wine to bless:
“This is My flesh and blood!”
He bids us eat and drink with thankfulness
This gift of holy food.
All human thought must falter—
Our God stoops low to heal,
Now present on the altar,
For us both host and meal!
The cherubim, their faces veiled from light,
While saints in wonder kneel,
Sing praise to Him whose face with glory bright
18

No earthly masks conceal.
This sacrament God gives us
Binds us in unity,
Joins earth with heav’n beyond us,
Time with eternity!
Be Still, My Soul
Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side;
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to your God to order and provide;
In ev’ry change He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
Be still, my soul; your God will undertake
To guide the future as He has the past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below.
Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart
And all is darkened in this vale of tears;
Then you will better know His love, His heart,
Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears.
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay
From His own fullness all He takes away.
Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on
When we shall be forever with the Lord,
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past,
All safe and blessèd we shall meet at last.
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
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. . . In the persecutions they
partook of it
daily. They
often spent
great sums of
money to procure permission to bring
the Holy Sacrament to
those in prison
who were to
die a martyr's
death.
~ C.F.W.
Walther
(1811-1887
A.D.)

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

A Prayer
As You Go
[continued
from the
front cover]
. . . Your Son
did not find
it impossible
when You
tried Him
with failure.
He rejoiced
in the Holy
Spirit and
gave thanks
to You when
You took
from Him
the wise and
understanding and revealed Him
only to
babes, to the
inconsequential little ones
in whom
Your love
delights . . .

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
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SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Fugue in C Major (Jig Fugue)”

… Dietrich Buxtehude

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
(Pr. Gulhaugen to Bethany at 10:30am)
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Trumpet: Kevin Short
Vocalists: Janean Andrus; Judy Radloff; Vicky Radunz;
Cyndi Reuter; Carol Rich
Acolyte: Wyatt Kulesa
Radio Announcer: Dick Ames
Elder: Ken Rodemeier
Ushers: Sally Christoffersen; Marlene Kroening; Steve Kroening;
Ken Rodemeier
Altar Guild: Bonnie Glasel; Pam Hoppe
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. . . Your servant Paul
found it possible. Your
servant
James found
it possible.
And You are
my Father
just as You
are theirs.
I thank You
for all proofs
of Fatherhood. I
thank You
for the trials I
meet. Give
me the heart
to meet them
unafraid,
to joy in them
as I rejoice in
You.
~ anonymous
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
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