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Remembering 
Examples of the faith in August 

August 17: Saint Johann Gerhard 

When 14 years old, St. 
Johann suffered from a 
severe illness.  During 
this time, he found solace 
in the writings and 
thought of theologian St. 
Johann Arndt, and dedi-
cated himself to study 
theology for the church.  
By the time of his adult-
hood, Johann was re-
garded as the greatest 
theologian in Lutheran 
Germany, and he wrote 
extensively, expounding 
the Lutheran faith and demonstrating its catholic faith.  His 
devotional writing, Sacred Meditations, is still used to this 
day and can be found in the Zion church office for anyone 
to acquire and read.  
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God, whose giving knows no ending,  

from Your rich and endless store:  

nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom,  

costly cross, grave’s shattered door,  

gifted by You, we turn to You,  

offering up ourselves in praise;  

thankful song shall rise forever,  

gracious Donor of our days. 

 ~ Robert L. Edwards, b. 1915 A.D. 

 

Beloved Saints, 
 
The Gospel is giving.  God gives from His “rich and endless store” 
to restore His beloved creation, even to the point of giving up His 
Son for our sake.  That self-giving of God breathes His Spirit into us, 
the Holy Spirit of life.     
 
Filled with that Spirit, we live by giving (a breath of fresh air in this 
world!).  As a friend, Dr. Timothy Swenson, puts it: “Christian life is 
pouring ourselves out for others until nothing is left but the grave—
only to find that it is there, in that total expenditure of ourselves, that 
we live and rise.”  The Gospel is giving, and so giving is life. 
 
It’s pure joy—just ask any child about to give his beloved mother or 
father a gift!  According to St. Paul, this was a teaching of our 
Lord’s: “It is better to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).  It freshens 
the heart, shares the Spirit, and comforts our neighbors.  Most impor-
tantly, it reflects and praises God, the “gracious Donor of our days.” 
 
All of you, no matter who you are, are a gift of God worth sharing, 
and in Jesus Christ, you breathe the Spirit who equips you to share.  
He promises that you never really lose yourself in this holy life—or 
maybe, better, you lose yourself only to gain a better self in Jesus.  
What joy, Zion, to be in God’s spirited, generous company! 
 
Peace! 
Pastor Gjerde         

Pastoral Letter 
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Liturgy     receiving the gifts 

Holy Communion  
Sunday:     9 & 11 AM  (sung) 
Monday-Friday: 12:15 PM  (spoken; 20 min.) 
Saturday:    5:15 PM  (sung) 
 

 

Live Radio Broadcast 
Sunday, 9 AM  +  WSAU 550 AM, 99.9 FM, 95.1 FM 

 

Online (Facebook Live-Stream, Website, YouTube) 
Morning Devotion:  8:30 AM, Monday-Friday 
Compline:   8:30 PM, Monday-Friday 
 

Focus on the Liturgy: Green, Red, White 
Because our current church season, Pentecost, focuses on the king-
dom of God, its color is green, the color of life and growth.  We also 
commemorate several saints this summer: St. James, the Virgin 
Mary, and St. John the Baptist.  The color for martyrs, those who are 
killed for the faith, is red, the color of Christ’s blood and the fire of 
the Spirit.  The color for those holy people who live faithfully but are 
not killed is white, the color of Christ’s purity and holiness. 

 

Scripture Readings for Next Sunday (August 8) 
Old Testament: 1 Kings 19:1-8 
Epistle:  Ephesians 4:17—5:2 
Gospel:  John 6:35-51 

 

Sunday Morning Fellowship 
Sunday morning fellowship is held at 10:15 AM in 
the church hall.  Come and enjoy some good treats 
and a time to visit with others!  If you are inter-
ested in hosting a Sunday fellowship hour, please 
contact the church office.   

 



 5 

 

In addition to our regular, indoor services, 
Holy Communion will be served outdoors at the  
9 AM service on Sunday, August 15  Even if it 
rains, we’ll do our best!  Here’s what to do: 
 
1) Come and park your car in the Zion lot or 

nearby streets for the 9 AM service and listen to the broadcast 
(WSAU 550 AM/99.9 FM). 

2) After you hear the Word of Institution (“Take, eat . . . Take, 
drink . . . ), a minister from Zion will come by the east-side en-

tryway to the black-topped area in the parking lot between the 
church and school playground.  “Watch for the cross.” 

3) You may come forward at that time, on foot, to receive the 
Lord’s Supper, maintaining a comfortable distance from others 
as you wish.  Please do not pull up in your car to avoid a traffic 

jam.  

Holy Communion Outside: August 15 

Catechumenate                 learning the gifts 

In-Person Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesdays: Bible Study, 9 AM  
  “The Virgin Mary in Scripture and Luther’s Work” 
   
Thursdays: Men’s Bible Study, 7 AM   

  “All of Isaiah by Advent” 

 

Sundays: Starting August 15, 10:15 AM 

  “A Goodly Heritage: Saints of the Reformation” 

 

Online and In-Home Study 
Wednesdays: Word at the Middle of the Week, 8:30 AM 

 “The Prophet Amos”  
 Live-Streamed and Posted to Website  
 
Weekly: “The Shepherd’s Voice” 

 Devotional Guidance, sent once a month this summer 
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Monthly Mission Emphases: 

 LCMC Resource Fund — Goal:  $1,000 

 The Neighbor’s Place — Goal:  $1,000 

 

Featured this week: The Neighbor’s Place 

The Neighbor’s Place (TNP) is located 
at 745 Scott Street, Wausau. TNP is a 
unique, locally-supported nonprofit or-
ganization with a strong multi-cultural 
and multi-faith heritage.  Their slogan is 
a simple one: “People Helping People”.  
In order to meet their mission, they provide a number of programs 
and services to members of the Marathon County community. These 
include:  a food bank, furniture & basic needs bank, community 
learning center, youth education, community gardens, and Christmas 
assistance.  They are able to provide support to people in need with 
the help of businesses, organizations, and individuals who donate 
their time, money, and other resources. 

Outreach and Mercy         sharing and being the gifts 

Persecuted Christians in:  Libya; Pakistan; Eritrea 

Missionaries: Elliot & Serena Derricks, Lutheran Bible   

  Translators 
 

Those who need our on-going prayers:  
 

Zion’s Homebound Members 

Praying                       in our prayers this week  

Keith Borchardt 

Michael Cornell, Sr. 

Abby Dobeck 

Nora Hoffmann 

Avery Kluck 

Olivia Lang 

Kathy LaPorte 

Bill Metter 

Krista Salas 

Mike Trzebiatowski 

Patty 
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News & Events 

Luther Square Update 

As Luther Square nears its completion, here are some “fun facts” 
about Zion’s new outdoor space: 
 

 Every line on the square directs the eye to the Cross on 
the back of Zion’s house of worship:   

 A person walking on the two center sidwalks 
walks directly towards that Cross  

 The sides of the paved areas all point towards it, 
as well. 

 A large Cross will stand at the corner of Franklin 
and Seventh in line with the church’s Cross and 
in its same color. 

 Trees and plantings used in its landscaping are native to 
Wisconsin. 

 A mix of trees will be planted, some for immediate effect 
and others for longer-stage growth. 

 Construction of the Square has prompted Zion to work 
with WPS to bury electrical lines on the property, fur-
ther improving the appearance of Zion’s space. 

 Paved areas will make the space more accessible to all 
and remove the unevenness of ground. 

 
Accessibility, beauty, nature, space, the Cross: the Lord uses all 
these things to gather and comfort His children!   
 
Your continued contributions will help Zion share 
these gifts and complete the Square’s design.  Giv-
ing keeps in step with the Spirit of the Gospel: God 
gives all to us, and we share in turn.  You may make 
your contributions at the church office or in your 
giving envelope. 
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** Zion Seeks New Custodian ** 
Zion seeks a motivated, hard-working individual 
to care for its beautiful church, school and 
grounds. A competitive salary and benefits are 
available. If you or someone you know may be 
interested, please submit information to Pr. John-
son by calling the church office or sending an 
email to chris.johnson@zionlutheranwausau.com. 
 

Thanksgiving Reception for Anna Mae Zeinemann 

Zion will give thanks for Anna Mae’s 24 years of ser-
vice as Zion’s secretary with a reception in the 
church hall on Sunday, August 29, at 10:15 A.M.  

Please mark your calendars and come share your 
thanksgiving for Anna Mae’s faithful work. 
 

Elementary Teacher Position  

St. John Lutheran School just east of Wausau is 
looking for a fulltime elementary teacher for grades 
2nd-4th with 15 of less students total in the class-
room for the 2021-2022 school year. The teacher 
should be able to teach the Christian faith and have a 
Wisconsin teacher license or be able to obtain one. 
Insurance benefits available for full time teachers. Email a resume or 
if you have any questions, please contact Principal Jiter at princi-
pal@mailstjohn.com, call or text at 715-579-4144. 
 

Altar Guild Team Leader Meeting 

The Team Leaders for the Zion Altar Guild 
will be having a planning meeting on Wednes-
day, August 11 at 6:30pm.  They will be meet-
ing in the Conference Room. 
 

Marathon County Library Book Sale 

Visit the library August 4—7 for great deals on thou-
sands of like-new and gently used books, movies, mu-
sic CDs and more!  All Book Sale proceeds are used 
to support library programs.  Visit www.mcpl.us/
friends for details! 

News & Events 
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News & Events 

Memorials and Other Gifts Received: 

 In memory of Jody Slack, Bonnie Glasel and Jim 
& Barbara Leader gave a gift to the Handbells Fund. 

 

Baptisms 

Sidney Ann Charbarneau was baptized on Saturday, July 24. 
 

Lettie Jean Igo, daughter of Nate and 
Samantha Igo was baptized on Sunday, 
July 25.  Lettie’s sponsors are Amanda 
VandenElzen and Tyler Joanis.   
 

May God strengthen these new Christian sisters in their Baptism that 
by His grace they may serve Christ in true faith. 
 

89Q Hope in the Park 2021 

On August 15, the 89Q (89.5FM) Hope in 
the Park concert will feature Grammy-
nominated and multi-Dove award winning 
Christian music artist Jeremy Camp.  His 
opening act will be upcoming artist Natalie 
Layne.  Previously held at the 400 Block in 
downtown Wausau, the concert has been 
moved to Marathon Park to accommodate the 
6,000 to 8,000 people expected to attend.  Vari-
ous family-friendly activities will begin at 
2:00pm, with the concert beginning at 4:30pm.  
More details (including a complete schedule of 
events) can be found at www.89q.org/events/
hope-in-the-park-2021. 

A Note of Thanks 
My thanks to the congregation for your very kind 
and generous greetings shared with me on the 
occasion of my birthday this July.  You are a 
blessing and joy!  Peace!  ~ Pastor Gjerde 
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News & Events 

 

Bread and Pie Baking on August 27 

Phyllis Bliese will be baking the following 
pies: Lemon Meringue, $6; Pumpkin, $6; 
Blueberry, $8 & Custard, $6.  The breads 
available are: White Bread, $4; Whole 
Wheat Bread, $4.  Sign up at the church office; or call the church 
office, 715-848-7286. 
 

The results from the bake on July 23: $780 profit—$300 for 
World Relief Quilt Shipping; $110 for Missions; $370 for the 
Church Roof.  Phyllis thanks her “very patient” helpers: Jeff, Steve 
and Bill, and all our faithful customers!  Also, many thanks to the 
Thrivent Action Team who donated $250 to help pay for ingredients 
purchased.  This is very much appreciated each year! 
 

A couple notes from Phyllis:   

 There are going to be no apple pies baked in August because the 
apple supply is all used up. 

 Don’t forget to return all pie pans to the church (including the 
aluminum foil pie pans)!  *If you cut the pies with a table knife, 
it doesn’t cut through the aluminum pie pans.*  Thank you! 

 

Handchimes to Handbells at Zion 
In order to expand our music ministry, Zion 
now has the opportunity to purchase a 3 oc-
tave set (37 bells) of Schulmerich hand-

bells.  Zion already knows the Schulmerich 
company: they made and maintain our car-
illon, or the bells the we ring before wor-
ship and that play during the day!  It’s a 
well-trusted name.  The cost to purchase 
this set is approximately $12,000.  This will 
include 37 bells with cases and a tool kit.  If you have questions, 
please contact Kantor Beethe.  Sufficient contributions by the fall 
will allow the Zion Handchime Choir to become the Zion Handbell 

Choir!  To make your donation, you may use your regular offering 
envelope (write “Handbells”) or share your offering through the 
church office.   
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Sunday • August 8 (Pentecost 11)  
9:00 AM Holy Communion; Live Radio Broadcast,  
  WSAU 550 AM 
10:15 AM Bible Study, Facebook 
10:15 AM Fellowship in the Church Hall 
11:00 AM Holy Communion 
 

Monday • August 9 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
1—3:30 PM Quilting 
7:00 PM Mission Team Meeting 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Tuesday • August 10 (St. Lawrence) 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
9:00 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Staff Meeting 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Wednesday • August 11  
8:30 AM Word at the Middle of the Week, Facebook 
12:00 PM Music at Midday 
12:15 PM Holy Communion 
1:00 PM Homeless Mats Project 
 

Thursday • August 12 
7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion  
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Friday • August 13 
8:30 AM Devotion, Facebook 
12:15 PM Holy Communion  
8:30 PM Compline, Facebook 
 

Saturday • August 14 
5:15 PM Communion 
 

Calendar     for the upcoming week 
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Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@zionlutheranwausau.com      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A member of Lutheran CORE 

 


