A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
I thank you,
my heavenly
Father,
through Jesus
Christ my
Lord, that
You have
called me by
the Gospel,
enlightened
me with the
gifts of the
Holy Spirit,
and sanctify
me, keeping
me in the
true faith.
Help me to
receive the
riches of
Your grace
this day with
great joy and
thanksgiving.
Amen.

The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 1, 2021 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.
“Seek the Lord!” This common summons to faith is spoken by
the likes of Moses, reverberates through the Psalter, and is echoed by Solomon, many prophets, and—last but not least—the
Lord Jesus (Matthew 7:7). In our reading from John’s gospel today we see the Galilean crowd do that very thing, seeking after
the Lord (6:24). However, what are their motives for seeking the
Lord? Some may have been pure, but others self-serving. Jesus
has come to give life to this world, but it is He who determines
the content of that life, and it is only He who can give it.

Sharing God’s Blessings Today



The Radio broadcast is sponsored by Lillian Engebrecht and family in loving
memory of Lillian’s husband, Robert, who died on August 1, 2013.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Debra and Bob Thomas for the beauty of
God’s House.

Altar Area
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To Share Your Offering
Offerings are received in Zion’s wooden offering boxes built into the walls of the
church. Please see the map, where the boxes
are labeled by number (1-6) or ask an usher
for assistance.
This returns us to an older and beautiful tradition of the Lutheran church in which offerings are not collected during worship so as to
focus more intently on God’s gifts and offerings to us.
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PRELUDE
Portions of a Suite on “Austria” (“Glorious Things of These are Spoken”)
… Benjamin M. Culli

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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It is difficult
to realize the
hold which the
sign of the
cross has had
upon popular
imagination
and life. Cyprian, Tertullian, and
many others
are witnesses
to its use
among Christians as early
as the end of
the second
century…
These words
and the sign
became a summary of the
Christian
faith, a simple
yet comprehensive recognition of the
Unity and the
Trinity in the
Godhead, and
of the central
significance of
the sacrificial
death of
Christ.
~ Luther
Reed, The
Lutheran
Liturgy,
1947 A.D.

What is the
Word of God?
It is the wisdom of God
hidden in a
mystery, by
which God
has made
known and
revealed to
mankind, by
a certain
Word which
has been
given, His
essence and
will, so that
we thereby
recognize sin
and the miseries into
which we fall
through sin,
and know
how and
through
Whom we are
freed from
these evils...

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN “Glorious Things of You Are Spoken”
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.
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...so that we
as a result
rightly recognize and worship God and
learn well to
arrange and
conform our
life according
to the norm
and rule of
His commandments,
and finally
that we be
taught what
will be and
what is to be
expected for
us after this
life.
~ Martin
Chemnitz,
Enchiridion, 1603
A.D.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

No man can
trust anyone
of himself; the
person whom
he trusts by
his character,
words, acts,
etc., always
instills the
trust. This
Jesus ever
sought to do
by his person,
words, deeds,
and by his
Father’s
mighty attestation…

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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...Thus we
trust, but at
the same time
this trust is
wrought in us.
Only to him
who trusts
Jesus can he
give salvation;
all who refuse
to trust him
would not accept the gift of
him but think
they can obtain it elsewhere.

SALUTATION and COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.

P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Father, You gave Your Son Jesus as the
heavenly bread of life. Grant us faith to feast on Him in Your
Word and Sacraments that we may be nourished unto life everlasting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.
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~ R.C.H. Lenski, Interpretation of
John, 1942
A.D.

OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 16:2-15
2The

[The LORD]
steps in. He
transforms
badlands into
a breadshop.
Dew falls, it
evaporates,
and left behind is a fine,
flake-like
thing, spread
like icing on
the ground…
Manna was a
fine daily
bread, but
carbs are not
Christ. He is
the bread that
comes down
from heaven,
so that one
may eat of it
and not die.
~ Chad Bird,
Unveiling
Mercy,
2020 A.D.

whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, 3and the people of Israel said
to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the
land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the
full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this
whole assembly with hunger.” 4Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for you, and the
people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I
may test them, whether they will walk in my law or not. 5On the
sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as
much as they gather daily.” 6So Moses and Aaron said to all the
people of Israel, “At evening you shall know that it was
the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the
morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard
your grumbling against the LORD. For what are we, that you grumble against us?” 8And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you in the
evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because
the LORD has heard your grumbling that you grumble against
him—what are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against
the LORD.” 9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, ‘Come near before the LORD, for he has
heard your grumbling.’” 10And as soon as Aaron spoke to the
whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the
wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the
cloud. 11And the LORD said to Moses, 12“I have heard the grumbling
of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat,
and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall
know that I am the LORD your God.’” 13In the evening quail came
up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around the
camp. 14And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of
the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the
ground. 15When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses
said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat.”
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L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 145
L: All your works shall give thanks to you, | O LORD,*
and all your saints shall | bless you!
C: They shall speak of the glory of your | kingdom*
and tell | of your power,
L: to make known to the children of man your | mighty deeds,*
and the glorious splendor of your | kingdom.
C: Your kingdom is an everlasting | kingdom,*
and your dominion endures throughout all
gener- | ations.
L: The LORD is faithful in | all his words*
and kind in | all his works.
C: The LORD upholds all who are | falling*
and raises up all who are | bowed down.
L: The eyes of all | look to you,*
and you give them their food in due | season.
C: You open | your hand;*
you satisfy the desire of every | living thing.
L: The LORD is righteous in | all his ways*
and kind in | all his works.
C: The LORD is near to all who | call on him,*
to all who call on | him in truth.
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L: He fulfills the desire of those who | fear him;*
he also hears their cry and | saves them.
To this end
we always
pray for you,
that our God
may make
you worthy of
his calling
and may fulfill every resolve for good
and every
work of faith
by his power,
so that the
name of our
Lord Jesus
may be glorified in you,
and you in
him, according to the
grace of our
God and the
Lord Jesus
Christ.
~ Saint Paul,
II Thessalonians
1:11-12

C: The LORD preserves all who | love him,*
but all the wicked he | will destroy.
L: My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,*
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever.
All: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son,*
and to the Holy |Spirit;
as it was in the be- |ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

EPISTLE Ephesians 4:1-16
1I

therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in
love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to
the one hope that belongs to your call— 5one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all
and in all. 7But grace was given to each one of us according to the
measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it says,
“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,
and he gave gifts to men.”
9(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also
descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is
the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might
fill all things.) 11And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until we all attain
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to
mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ, 14so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by
the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human
10

cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15Rather, speaking the
truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the
head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and held
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up
in love.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Work out
your own
salvation
with fear and
trembling,
for it is God
who works in
you, both to
will and to
work for his
good pleasure.

Please stand.

VERSE

~ Saint Paul,
Philippians
2:12-13

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 6th chapter.

22On

the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the
sea saw that there had been only one boat there, and that Jesus had
not entered the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had
gone away alone. 23Other boats from Tiberias came near the place
where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had given
thanks. 24So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his
disciples, they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 25When they found him on the other side of
11

This was a
controversy
between Jesus
and His Galilean countrymen. They
wanted to use
Him for their
political purposes. They
were nationalist freedomfighting revolutionaries
and wanted
Jesus to lead
them in their
fight for freedom and food.
Jesus touches
on a sensitivity subject
when He tells
them they
sought Him
out in order
to eat and be
satisfied and
not because
they saw His
miracles…

the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” 26Jesus
answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not
because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the
loaves. 27Do not labor for the food that perishes, but for the food
that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you.
For on him God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then they said to
him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him
whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him, “Then what sign do you
do, that we may see and believe you? What work do you perform? 31Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written,
‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32Jesus then said to
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you
the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread
from heaven. 33For the bread of God is he who comes down from
heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give
us this bread always.” 35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life;
whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in
me shall never thirst.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES CREED
P:

Let us confess the faith with one heart:

C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”

SERMON
“Seeking Jesus for all the Right Reasons”
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...The miraculous feeding
was a sign of
something
different and
bigger: the
fact that
God’s kingdom was at
hand. It was
time to repent
and believe
the Gospel.
They asked…
what they
should do.
Jesus answered they
should believe, and this
is the work of
God. There
was only one
way to a new
and better
world: God
had to create
something
new in their
hearts.
~ Bo Giertz,
To Live
with Christ,
1974 A.D.

Please kneel.
Creatures are
not born with
desires unless
satisfaction
for those desires exists. A
baby feels
hunger: well,
there is such
a thing as
food. A duckling wants to
swim: well,
there is such
a thing as
water. Men
feel sexual
desire: well,
there is such
a thing as
sex. If I find
in myself a
desire which
no experience
in this world
can satisfy,
the most
probably explanation is
that I was
made for another world.
If none of my
earthly pleasures satisfy
it, that does
not prove that
the universe
is a fraud...

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all creation according to its needs.
P: . . . Lord in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
The Vocalists will sing Stanzas 1 –4
The Congregation will sing Stanza 5

1

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation has redeemed us by His blood.”

2

Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! He is near us; faith believes, nor questions how.
Though the cloud from sight received Him
When the forty days were o’er,
Shall our hearts forget His promise: ”I am with you evermore”?

3

Alleluia! Bread of heaven, here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! Here the sinful flee to You from day to day.
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea
Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea.
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4

Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own;
Alleluia! Born of Mary,
Earth Your footstool, heav’n Your throne.
As within the veil You entered,
Robed in flesh, our great High Priest,
Here on earth both priest and victim in the eucharistic feast.

Congregation:

...Probably
earthly pleasures were
never meant to
satisfy it, but
only to arouse
it, to suggest
the real
thing…I must
keep alive in
myself the desire for my
true country,
which I shall
not find till
after death…I
must make it
the main object
of life to press
on to that
other country
and to help
others to do
the same.
~ C.S. Lewis,
Mere Christianity,
1952 A.D.

Please stand.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Lord,
C: we do not come to your table trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and great mercies. Grant us so to
eat the flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and so to drink
his blood that we may ever dwell in him, and he in us. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Oh, taste and
see that the
Lord is good!
Blessed is the
man who takes
refuge in Him.
~ Psalm 34:8

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)
Although the
devil and his
adherents
may rejoice in
our misfortune, they
will have to
make up for
this with horrible lamentations, and
their brief joy
shall become
a long
mourning…
we have the
great and glorious advantage that God
is merciful
and gracious
to us together
with all angels and creatures. Therefore, no misfortune of this
life can injure
our soul. On
the contrary,
misfortune
must serve
our interests
[Romans
8:28]...

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. The pastor will
hand you the holy Body. Please take a cup of the holy Blood as directed.
Those who do not commune may cross their arms over their chest as they
come forward to ask for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His Body and Blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
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The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
The musicians will share the following music during the distribution.
Soul, Adorn Yourself With Gladness
Soul, adorn yourself with gladness,
Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness,
Come into the daylight’s splendor,
There with joy your praises render.
Bless the One whose grace unbounded
This amazing banquet founded;
He, though heav’nly, high, and holy,
Deigns to dwell with you most lowly.
Hasten as a bride to meet Him,
And with loving rev’rence greet Him.
For with words of life immortal
He is knocking at your portal.
Open wide the gates before Him,
Saying, as you there adore Him:
Grant, Lord, that I now receive You,
That I nevermore will leave You.
He who craves a precious treasure
Neither cost nor pain will measure;
But the priceless gifts of heaven
God to us has freely given.
Though the wealth of earth were proffered,
None could buy the gifts here offered:
Christ’s true body, for you riven,
And His blood, for you once given.
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...In our bodies
we suffer woe,
and it must be
so, for we
should not be
true Christians if we did
not suffer with
Christ and
were wanting
in sympathy
for those who
suffer.
~ Martin
Luther,
“Letter to
Sibyl Baumgaertner,”
1544 A.D.

Are we convinced of the
providential
guidance and
accompaniment of our
heavenly Father through
every valley
of the
shadow?
...He who
accompanied
Moses
through wildernesses
both physical
and spiritual,
and who did
not desert
Paul in shipwreck and the
attacks of
mobs and
public officials, stands
by us today,
in defiance of
Satan’s attempts to
have the last
word.
~ Robert Kolb
“Are We
Really
Convinced”
1517.org,
2021 A.D.

Now in faith I humbly ponder
Over this surpassing wonder
That the bread of life is boundless
Though the souls it feeds are countless:
With the choicest wine of heaven
Christ’s own blood to us is given.
Oh, most glorious consolation,
Pledge and seal of my salvation!
Jesus, source of lasting pleasure,
Truest friend, and dearest treasure,
Peace beyond all understanding,
Joy into all life expanding:
Humbly now, I bow before You;
Love incarnate, I adore You;
Worthily let me receive You
And, so favored, never leave You.
Jesus, sun of life, my splendor,
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring,
Fount of life, my soul inspiring:
At Your feet I cry, my maker,
Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blessèd food from heaven,
For our good, Your glory, given.
Lord, by love and mercy driven,
You once left Your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish
And to die in bitter anguish,
To forego all joy and gladness
And to shed Your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living,
Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving.

20

Jesus, bread of life, I pray You,
Let me gladly here obey You.
By Your love I am invited,
Be Your love with love requited;
By this Supper let me measure,
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
Through the gift of grace You give me
As Your guest in heav’n receive me.
Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord
Draw near and take the body of the Lord,
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured;
Offered was He for greatest and for least,
Himself the victim and Himself the priest.
He who His saints in this world rules and shields,
To all believers life eternal yields;
With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole,
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.
Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere,
And take the pledges of salvation here.
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow
As in this feast of love You bless us now.
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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A Prayer
Before You
Go
Lord Jesus,
I thank You
that You
are the
bread of
life. Grant
that I may
come to
You daily
for the assurance of
my forgiveness and
for renewed
strength to
resist the
temptations of the
devil, the
world, and
my flesh.
By Your
Spirit, help
me to live
faithfully
in Your
sight.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“Prelude and Fugue in G Major (BMV 557)”

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory
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… J.S. Bach
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